
Lesson Planning  
for Diverse Learners 



You do NOT need to be a special education teacher to 
effectively reach out to persons who have special needs, 

or learning differences… 

 

You only need to be open, and willing 



Know Your Audience 



Structure and Routine 

“…We might fancy some children playing on the flat 
grassy top of some tall island in the sea. So long as 
there was a wall round the cliff’s edge they could fling 
themselves into every frantic game and make the place 
the noisiest of nurseries. But the walls were knocked 
down, leaving the naked peril of the precipice. They did 
not fall over; but when their friends returned to them 
they were all huddled in terror in the center of the 
island; and their song had ceased.” 

 
– G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy, Chapter 9 

 



Objectives 

The definitive 
aim of 
catechesis… 

“…is to put people not only in touch, but in 
communion, in intimacy with Jesus Christ” 

- National Directory of Catechesis 19B, cf. CT 5 



The Proclamation…  
 

 

 What is the single KEY POINT you want the 
person to take with them?    

 







Multiple Intelligences 

• Grade Level: Junior High 
• Topic: Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
• Objective: Students will appreciate the special needs of sick people and the importance of the sacrament 

of the Anointing of the Sick 
 

– Ask the students to recall a recent experience of being sick (interpersonal, 
intrapersonal)  

– Read a Gospel story about Jesus’ care for the sick (linguistic) 
– Invite a health care professional to class to discuss the special circumstances 

surrounding illness (logical-mathematical, interpersonal) 
– Have students make cards or write letters to encourage the sick, and to visit a hospital or 

extended care facility to sing a few inspirational songs for the residents (spatial, bodily- 
kinesthetic, musical) 

– Combine a science or health lesson with religion class on the theme of physical and 
spiritual health (logical-mathematical) 

– Investigate the origin of the oil used in the sacrament (naturalistic, logical-
mathematical)  

 
 
 
 

cf. Gifts of the Spirit: Multiple Intelligences in Religious Education, by Rev. Ronald Nuzzi  pg. 45  



Your Turn!  

• Grade Level 
• Topic 
• Objective 

– Linguistic: 
– Musical: 
– Logical-Mathematical: 
– Spatial: 
– Bodily-Kinesthetic 
– Interpersonal: 
– Intrapersonal: 
– Naturalistic: 



Using What is Already There! 

Our Sunday Visitor 



RCL Benziger 



Loyola Press 



Need Ideas??  


