A New Wind Blowing

Theme:

The Holy Spirit (Pentecost Sunday)

Objective: A kite and some small pieces of paper that you have torn up.
Scripture:  When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed
to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All
of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues
as the Spirit enabled them. Act 2:1-4

How many of you like to fly kites? It is great fun to watch a kite soaring high into the sky. What is it
that keeps the kite up there? It is the wind, isn’t it? How many of you have ever seen the wind?
That was a trick question! No one has seen the wind. We can’t see the wind because it is
invisible. Well, if we can’t see the wind, how do we know that it is there?
One way we can know the wind is there is that we can hear it. When I wake up in the morning, I
sometimes turn on the TV to see what the weather is doing. There are some mornings that I don’t
even have to look at the TV to know that the wind is blowing because I can hear it. I can hear it
whistling through the trees, down the chimney, and around the windows and doors. We can’t see
the wind, but we know it is there because we can hear it.
Another way we can know that the wind is there is that we can see it moving things. (Take some
bits of paper in your hand and blow them into the air.) We can see it moving the leaves on the
trees and blowing bits of paper around. We can’t see the wind, but we know it is there because we
can see what the wind is doing. Still another way we can know that the wind is there is that we can
feel it. Blow onto the back of your hand. Did you see anything? No, but you could feel
something,couldn’t you? We can’t see the wind, but we can feel it blowing against our faces and
blowing through our hair.
Churches celebrate a special day called Pentecost. It is the day of Pentecost that God sent his
Holy Spirit to the church. The Bible tells us that the apostles were all gathered together when
suddenly there was a sound like a mighty, rushing wind. Then, it says they were filled with the
Holy Spirit. God’s Holy Spirit is like the wind, we can’t see him, but we can know that he is there,
just like we can know that the wind is there.
We can know that the Holy Spirit is there because we can hear him. The Bible says, “Behold, I
stand at the door and knock, and if any man hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him.” (Revelation 3:20) We can’t see the Holy Spirit, but we know he is there because he speaks
to our hearts.
Another way we can know that the Holy Spirit is there is that we can see him moving people to do
God’s will. The Bible says that the Spirit of God moves his people to speak and to do things for
him. (2 Peter 1:21) We can’t see God, but we can see people doing things that God’s Holy Spirit
have moved them to do.
We can know that the Holy Spirit is there because we can feel his presence. The Bible says, I will
fear no evil for Thou art with me.” (Psalm 23:4) The Bible also says that “if we love one another,
God lives in us.” We can’t see the Holy Spirit, but we know he is there because we can feel his
presence in our life.

