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U.S. bishops’
pro-life chair:
With Christ
at center,
pro-life efforts
will persevere

WASHINGTON (OSV News)—
Jesus Chrigt’s words in the Gospel
reading for Mass on Jan. 18, “I am with
you aways until the end of the age’
(Mt 28:20), are critical as“an
instruction for how to live in this
broken world”
and “bring
goodness to it,”
the U.S. bishops
pro-life chairman
said in his homily

i at the opening
b Mass of the
s+ 4] National Prayer
S AN Vil for Life.
T “Christ
 Bubdge - himsalf” isthe

“only answer” to
better the world “even as it persists
in imperfection,” Bishop Michael
F. Burbidge of Arlington, Va., told
the congregation that filled the Great
Upper Church at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington.
“Christ speaks these words, not
as an assurance that all our efforts
will succeed by worldly metrics, but
as a promise that he will be there
in our successes and our failures
..., inour victories and our losses.
... And he will sanctify it all,”
Bishop Burbidge said.
The pro-life movement has
seen victory with the end of Roe
v. Wade two years ago, but also has
experienced loss as abortion policies
are being pushed more than ever at
the federal and state levels, he said.
The Supreme Court overturning Roe
in its Dobbs v. Jackson \WWormen's Health
Organization ruling on June 24, 2022,
was “amoment of relief, a moment
of new life, an exodus from the
oppression under which we lived for
See BISHOPS, page 124
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By Natalie Hoefer

Brian Greer, right, principal of Lumen Christi Catholic High School in Indianapolis, kneels in prayer with students from the school on Jan. 22 in the
Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis during a Mass celebrated prior to the Indiana March for Life. (Photo by Sean Gallagher)

Crowd ot 1,800 at Mass before Indiana
March for Life proves ‘united we stand’

The seventh Indiana March for Life and Mass for Life, both
held on Jan. 22 in Indianapalis, were ones for the record books.

For the first time, groups from all five Indiana dioceses
participated. They numbered an estimated 1,800 at the Mass and
about 2,000 at the March—shattering last year’'s record of about
1,100.

For the first time, nearly all of Indiana's bishops—save for
one who was out of the country—concel ebrated the Mass. They
were joined by nearly 30 priests from throughout the state.

And for the first time, that Mass was celebrated in the Indiana
Convention Center in Indianapolis—the number of participants
could no longer fit in the former location, St. John the Evangelist
Church in Indianapolis.

During his homily, Archbishop Charles
C. Thompson offered a challenge to the
roughly 1,800 youths and adults.

“Anytime | say, ‘United we stand,’ |
want you to reply, ‘Divided we fall,’ ” and
vice versa, he said.

It was an engaging tactic as he
interspersed the phrases throughout his homily, keeping the
listeners on their toes.

But mostly it was a statement on what happens when pro-life
advocates from all corners of Indiana unite as one to support the
sanctity of all life in their home state.

See coverage of
the Indiana March

for Life in next
week’s issue.

‘The movement of the Holy Spirit’

Since the Supreme Court legalized abortion on demand
nationaly in its Jan. 22, 1973, Roe v. Wade decision, national
and local marches for life have taken place annually on or near
that date in solemn remembrance of unborn lives lost and to
promote the pro-life cause.

The case was overturned by the Supreme Court’s Dobbs
v. Jackson Women's Health Organization ruling in June of 2022,
and abortion regulation returned to the states.

Asaresult, “A conversation was raised to the forefront
among groups across Indiana as to where they would be sending
\[M arch for Life] pilgrimsin 2023—to the national march [in

Washington] or to the state march,” said Brie Anne Varick,
director of the archdiocesan Office of Human Life and Dignity,
in an interview with The Criterion.

Last year, agroup from the Evansville, Ind., Diocese decided
to participate in the state march in Indianapolis.

Asaresult, St. John the Evangelist Church “was overflowing
with [more than] 1,000 in attendance” for the Mass for Life, said
Varick. “Groups were on the floor and packed in the back.”

The Indiana March for Life planning team—consisting of
members from the archdiocese, the Lafayette, Ind., Diocese and
Right to Life of Indianapolis—* started seeing the movement of

See MASS FOR LIFE, page 10A

Archbishop Charles C. Thompson delivers a homily during the Mass
for Life in the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis on Jan. 22
before the Indiana March for Life. Three of the state’s four other

bishops concelebrated the Mass with him—Evansville Bishop Joseph
M. Siegel, second from right, Lafayette Bishop Timothy L. Doherty and
Fort Wayne-South Bend Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades. (Photo by Natalie Hoefer) )
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Archbishop Thompson encourages
faithful to participate in
archdiocesan research study

Criterion staff report

As part of the archdiocese’s primary
goal to draw people into a close
relationship with God, Archbishop
Charles C. Thompson is inviting the
faithful in central and
southern Indiana to
complete a survey to
help gain a deeper
understanding of the
communication needs
and preferences of
parishioners.

“The survey

and the feedback

Archbishop Charles W€ receive from
C.Thompson it will help the

Archdiocese of
Indianapolis as we move forward
in reshaping our communications
efforts,” said Archbishop Thompson. “We
encourage our parishioners to take part in
this important initiative because we use
communications as a vehicle for carrying
out the heart of the Church’s mission,
namely, evangelization and catechesis.”

The research survey contains questions
on a variety of topics, including the
Church’s various communications methods,
evangelization, regional influences and
more. The survey only takes about 15
minutes to complete. The insights gained
will be extremely important and will help
shape how the Church communicates with
its parishioners in central and southern
Indiana in 2024 and beyond.

The archdiocese is inviting everyone
to be a part of this important endeavor.
We very much appreciate your prayerful
participation.

To take the survey in English or
Spanish, please scan the QR code below.

Or you can take the survey online at inact.

guestionpro.com/archindysurvey. t

El arzobispo Thompson anima a los
feligreses a participar en el estudio
de investigacion de la Arquidiocesis

Reportaje del personal del The Criterion

Como parte del objetivo primordial de la
Arquididcesis de lograr que todos tengamos
una relacion mas estrecha con Dios, el
arzobispo Charles C. Thompson invita a
los fieles del centro y el sur de Indiana
a responder una encuesta para conocer
mejor las necesidades y preferencias de
comunicacion de los feligreses.

“La encuesta y los comentarios que
recibamos a partir de esta ayudaran a
la Arquididcesis de Indianapolis en el
redisefio de nuestra estrategia de
comunicacion”—asegurd el arzobispo
Thompson—. “Animamos a nuestros
feligreses a participar en esta importante
iniciativa ya que utilizamos la
comunicacion como vehiculo para llevar a
cabo la misién fundamental de la Iglesia,
es decir, la evangelizacion y la catequesis.”

La encuesta contiene preguntas sobre
diversos temas, como los distintos
métodos de comunicacion de la Iglesia, la
evangelizacion, las influencias regionales

y otros. Responder la encuesta solo tarda
unos 15 minutos y los conocimientos
que se adquieran a partir de ella seran
extremadamente importantes y ayudaran
a dar forma al modo en que la Iglesia se

comunicard con sus feligreses del centro y

el sur de Indiana a partir de 2024.

La Arquididcesis invita a todos
a formar parte de esta importante
iniciativa. Agradecemos especialmente su
participacion en la oracion.

Para responder la encuesta en ingles
0 espafiol, escanee el cédigo QR que
aparece a continuacion o respondala
en linea en inact.questionpro.com/
archindysurvey. T

How to receive The Criterion’s e-newsletter

Did you know that you can receive news
and information about the Church in the
form of a weekly Criterion e-newsletter?

We recently spruced up this brief,
weekly note and would love for you to
receive it.
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January 27 — 6 p.m.
Mass at St. Patrick Church, Terre Haute

January 28 — 9 a.m.
Mass at St. Patrick Church, Terre Haute

January 28 — 11 a.m.
Mass at St. Margaret Mary Church,
Terre Haute

January 28 - 5:30 p.m.
Mass and dinner at St. Paul Catholic
Center, Bloomington

January 30 - 11:30 a.m.
Lunch gathering with Archdiocese of
Indianapolis priests, Indianapolis

January 30 - 5 p.m.

Mass for Secretariat of Evangelizing
Catechesis staff at Our Lady of Fatima
Retreat House, Indianapolis

January 31 - 10:30 a.m.
Catholic Schools Week Mass at
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral,
Indianapolis

Public Schedule of
Archbishop Charles C. Thompson

January 27-February 7, 2024

February 1 - 10 a.m.
Leadership Team meeting at
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara
Catholic Center, Indianapolis

February 3 - 5 p.m.
Confirmation Mass for youths of
St. Monica Parish, Indianapolis, at
St. Monica Church

February 4 — 2 p.m.
Annual Scout Award Ceremony at
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral

February 6 — 10:30 a.m.

Priest Personnel Board meeting at
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara
Catholic Center

February 6 — 2 p.m.
Virtual National Eucharistic Congress
Board of Directors meeting

February 7 — 11 a.m.

College of Deans meeting at
Archbishop Edward T. O’Meara
Catholic Center

Official
Appointments

Effective September 14, 2023

Rev. Robert Showers, OFM Conv.,
pastor of St. Benedict Parish and

St. Joseph University Parish, both in
Terre Haute, appointed administrator pro
tem of St. Patrick Parish and St. Margaret
Mary Parish, both in Terre Haute, while
remaining pastor of St. Benedict Parish
and St. Joseph University Parish, both in
Terre Haute.

Effective October 26, 2023

Deacon Daniel Lowery appointed parish
life coordinator of Holy Trinity Parish,
Edinburgh.

Effective November 30, 2023

Rev. Thomas Clegg, pastor of St. John
Paul Il Parish, Sellersburg, appointed
administrator pro tem of St. Mary Parish,
New Albany, while remaining pastor of
St. John Paul Il Parish, Sellersburg.

Effective December 15, 2023

Rev. Thomas Saucier, OP, appointed
parochial vicar of St. Paul Catholic Center
at Indiana University, Bloomington.

Effective January 1, 2024

Rev. Elmer Dula, R.C.J., appointed
parochial vicar of St. Patrick Parish and
St. Margaret Mary Parish, both in Terre Haute.

Rev. Tommy Dula, R.C.J., appointed
parochial vicar of St. Patrick Parish and
St. Margaret Mary Parish, both in Terre
Haute.

Effective January 3, 2024

Rev. Ashok Valabazzi, H.G.N., parochial
vicar of Our Lady of the Greenwood
Parish, Greenwood, appointed parochial
vicar of St. Bartholomew Parish,
Columbus, and sacramental minister to
Holy Trinity Parish, Edinburgh.

(These appointments are from the office
of the Most Rev. Charles C. Thompson,
Archbishop of Indianapolis.) T

Pope’s prayer intentions for February

* For the terminally ill—We pray that those
with a terminal illness and their families
receive the necessary physical and spiritual
care and accompaniment.

See Pope Francis’ monthly intentions at archindy.org/popesintentions.
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Day of prayer for priestly vocations set for Feb. 9 at Indianapolis church

Criiterion staff report

The archdiocesan Vocations Office is
sponsoring a Day of Prayer with St. John
Vianney for priestly vocations on Feb. 9
at St. John the Evangelist Church, 126
W. Georgia St., in Indianapolis.

Eucharistic adoration will take place
from 7 a.m.-noon, with Benediction
taking place at noon. The sacrament of

penance will be available from 11 a.m.-
noon.

The day of prayer will occur on the
anniversary of the arrival of St. John
Vianney, the patron saint of priests, in
the small southern French town of Ars in
1818, where he served as pastor until his
death in 1859.

Hailed as a model for parish priests,
St. John Vianney’s faithful priestly life

Saints are models of discipleship,
not ecumenical obstacles, pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Devotion
to the saints should not be something
that separates Christians, especially
because the saints are models of
following Jesus and can inspire others
to do likewise,
Pope Francis said.

The pope on
Jan. 19 welcomed
an ecumenical
pilgrimage from
Finland that was
celebrating the
country’s patron,
St. Henrik,
or Henry, a
12th-century
bishop. The pilgrimage was led by
Lutheran Bishop Bo-Géran Astrand of
Porvoo and Bishop Raimo Goyarrola
Belda, the new Catholic bishop of
Helsinki.

“There have been times when the
veneration of saints seemed to divide
rather than unite believers—Catholics
and Orthodox on the one hand, and
Evangelicals on the other,” the pope told
them. “But this should not be the case
and, in fact, has never been the case in

Pope Francis

the faith of God’s holy faithful people.”

Pope Francis noted that the Lutheran
foundational document, the Augsburg
Confession, says, “The saints should
be remembered to strengthen our faith
when we see how they received grace
and how they were helped by faith; and
to take example from their good works.”

Christians, already united in
baptism, share “a journey, and our
common goal is Jesus Christ,” the pope
said. “This goal is not far away, it is
not unreachable, because our Lord
has come to meet us in his mercy; he
came close in the incarnation and made
himself the way, so that we can walk
safely past the crossroads and false
directions the world often gives.”

The saints, Pope Francis said, “are
brothers and sisters who have walked
this road all the way and arrived at
the goal. They accompany us as living
witnesses of Christ, our way, truth and
life. They encourage us to stay on the
path of discipleship even when we
struggle, when we fall.

“Like lights kindled by God,” the pope
continued, the saints “shine before us so
that we do not lose sight of the goal.” T

and ministry led to many conversions
in Ars where the faith had long been
dormant before the saint’s arrival. He was
also known as a tremendous confessor,
spending many hours daily hearing
confessions of people who flocked to
Ars from across France to receive God’s
mercy in the sacrament of penance from
him.

A relic of St. John Vianney will be

available for veneration during the day of
prayer.

Father Michael Keucher, archdiocesan
director of vocations, will be the principal
celebrant of a Mass for vocations at
12:10 p.m.

(For more information on a vocation
to the priesthood in the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis, visit HearGodsCall.com.) T
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A CHARITABLE GIFT THAT ALSO PAYS YOU

INCOME FOR LIFE?

To learn more about how you can
receive fixed income for life, and
help your favorite Catholic charity,
please contact ccf@archindy.org
or call 317-236-1482.

[=]x-

A Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) provides you or a loved one with fixed income
payments for life, and remaining funds provide a legacy gift to your favorite
parish, school or Archdiocesan ministry upon your passing. There’s no better
time in invest in a CGA as the payout rates are at their highest level in more
than a decade! As the donor, you receive an immediate income tax deduction
and possible capital gains benefits. You must be 60 years old to create a (GA,
however, if you are 70 % or older, you may be able to establish a CGA with
assets from your IRA through a qualified charitable distribution.
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COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION, INC.

Serving the Archdiocese of Indianapolis since 1987

For God. For Others. Forever.

Father Michael Keucher, center, archdiocesan director of vocations, incenses the Blessed Sacrament
on Aug. 3, 2022, at SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral in Indianapolis during a Day of Prayer with St. John

Vianney for priestly vocations. (File photo by Sean Gallagher)
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OPINION

ASTIIEHON

Archbishop Charles C. Thompson, Publisher
Mike Krokos, Editor

John E Fink, Editor Emeritus

The joy of graduation day shows in the smiles of members of the 2023 graduating class
of Cardinal Ritter Jr./Sr. High School in Indianapolis. (Submitted photo)

Faith, community and a call to serve
others connect our Catholic schools

Catholic Schools Week begins on
Jan. 28, and continues through Feb. 3.
Parishes and schools throughout central
and southern Indiana will celebrate with
Masses, open houses and other activities
for students, families, parishioners and
other members of the Church and civic
communities. These events call attention
to the ways that Catholic schools serve
the needs of students from diverse
backgrounds and communities here in the
archdiocese and throughout our nation.

These institutes of learning continue
the teaching ministry of Jesus. They
help adults, youths and children in
our archdiocese come to a deeper
understanding of God’s plan for human
life and for all creation.

As powerful instruments of
evangelization, Catholic schools help
members of the Catholic community and
others from many diverse faiths, cultures
and economic backgrounds grow
intellectually, personally and spiritually
as members of the one family of God.

These schools are also vital to the
social ministry of the Church—through
the assistance they provide to students
and families in need, but also in
their commitment to teaching social
justice and to providing students with
opportunities to serve others.

Catholic schools contribute
directly to the health and vitality
of the Church. Along with parish
religious education programs, youth
ministry and other means of lifelong
faith formation and education, they
provide religious education classes,
sacramental preparation, liturgical and
prayer experiences, and opportunities
for Christian witness and service. They
help form the faith community, and
they challenge us to look beyond our
own concerns to the urgent needs of
individuals, families and society at large.

Catholic schools have a long and rich
history of serving the students, families,
and communities in central and southern
Indiana. Currently, 67 schools provide
an academically rigorous and excellent
education infused with Catholic values
and teachings. Students excel on all
metrics of academic achievement, from
standardized test scores to college
admissions and completion. They
learn in an environment that is Christ-
centered, faith-filled and in service to
others. Graduates of Catholic schools
are productive citizens and servant
leaders in their communities, our nation

and the world. All members of our

school communities are taught, in words
and in action, that they are loved, valued
and respected as God’s unique creations.

What are some of the fundamental
characteristics of a Catholic school?
First, they exist to proclaim the
Gospel. Everything in the school—its
curriculum, its liturgies and retreats,
its sports activities, and its service
programs—should provide students (and
staff and families) with opportunities to
encounter the person of Jesus Christ, to
become his disciples and to proclaim to
the whole world our salvation in him.

In fact, the most important element

in a school’s Catholic identity is its
commitment to make Christ present to
everyone who attends the school or who
comes into contact with it.

Second, a Catholic school teaches the
Catholic faith (catechesis). The mystery
of God, as revealed to us by the life,
death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, is the primary content of a Catholic
education. All of the academic disciplines
reveal in partial and preliminary ways the
working of the Holy Spirit in our world
from the beginning of time.

The more we learn about math and
science, diverse languages and cultures,
the ups and downs of world history and
the history of our local communities, the
more we discover that the teachings of
our Church, as contained in Scripture
and in our Catholic tradition, represent
the truth, the way things really are.

Finally, to be truly Catholic, a school
must teach its students and all members
of the school community to reach out
to others and accept responsibility for
the well-being of all God’s creation
(social justice). Catholic schools do not
exist for their own sakes. They exist
for the good of their students and the
communities they serve. Social justice
is a constitutive element of the Gospel.
That means it must also be a constitutive
element of the curriculum and the daily
life of every Catholic school.

May our observance of Catholic
Schools Week this year provide a
witness to our commitment and support
for the students, families, teachers and
staff in all our schools. And may the
witness of Catholic schools encourage
us to encounter Jesus, to reverence all
God’s creation, and to serve one another,
especially those who are most in need.

—Daniel Conway

Be Our Guest/Ronda Swartz

Eucharist Revival is allowing MTCA
to bring its students closer to Christ

As the National Eucharistic Revival
kicked off in the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis on the feast of Corpus Christi
in June of 2022, the
Mother Theodore
Catholic Academies
(MTCA) embraced the
opportunity to share
ongoing discussions
and presentations to
our staff and students
about our belief in the
Eucharist as the true
presence of the body
and blood of Jesus Christ.

As Catholics, and as educators, we know
the most important assignment we have is
bringing those we encounter—especially
our children and most importantly during
their formative years—closer to Christ. We
have done this in several ways.

First, we have had several speakers talk
to the staff at MTCA. We have had Erica
Hofer, a lifelong Catholic who is part
of the archdiocese’s Eucharistic Revival
committee and a member of St. John
the Evangelist Parish in Indianapolis,
speak about the formation of the National
Eucharistic Revival and the importance
and need to bring Catholics from around
the United States together to celebrate our
faith and reconsecrate ourselves to the
source and summit of our faith.

Seeing firsthand Father Jeffrey
Dufresne’s interactions with the students at
St. Philip Neri School in Indianapolis, and
his love for the Eucharist and for Christ,

Be Our Guest/Maria Cossell

I asked Father Dufresne to share with the
staff of MTCA his story and the path that
lead him to his calling as a priest.

Father Dufresne did an extraordinary
job sharing his story and history with
the staff. He spoke beautifully about
the importance of the Eucharist in our
Catholic faith. St. Philip Neri Parish and
St. Mary Parish, both in Indianapolis,
are blessed to have him as pastor. We
appreciate him and all of our dedicated
priests within the archdiocese.

At our staff professional development
retreat last October, Rose Springman,
executive assistant for the archdiocesan
Office of the Superintendent of Catholic
Schools and for the executive director of
MTCA, did a presentation on eucharistic
miracles. She used the research that
Blessed Carlos Acutis put together
prior to his young death. Hearing and
reading about these beautiful miracles
strengthened our belief in the Eucharist.

Our middle school students at Central
Catholic School in Indianapolis are
presently researching these eucharistic
miracles and will create displays in the
school gymnasium to showcase their
work. The display will be ready for
viewing in early spring of 2024.

Thank you for partnering with us in
Catholic education to solidify our mission to
bringing our young students closer to Christ.

(Ronda Swartz is the executive director of the
Mother Theodore Catholic Academies. She
can be reached at rswartz@archindy.org.) T

A ‘love story’: Teacher sees students
develop an intimate relationship
with the Blessed Sacrament

Tucked into a small compartment of
my jewelry box is a folded up piece of
paper. Every so often, I unfold it and
re-read a letter a
student wrote to me
about her encounter
with God in adoration.

During the time
| taught her in sixth
grade, she was
bearing a large cross
that was having a
physical effect on
her in a way that was
noticeable to her peers. Every time I read
about how the Lord told her he wanted to
heal her, I am continually reminded of the
gift of the Blessed Sacrament in my life
and the lives of my students.

As each school year progressed, | would
become more aware of specific crosses
my students were carrying, from hearing
intentions shared during class prayer to
reading concerned e-mails from parents
and written responses on assignments. My
heart would ache for them to be going
through so much at such a young age. |
desperately wanted to ease their load by
completely getting rid of their crosses.

However, this was not something | could
ever truly accomplish, and deep down | knew
it. | had to lead them to the man on the cross.
I had to lead them to the Eucharist.

It was in the Blessed Sacrament that
my students began to realize that the Lord
was meeting them in their suffering and
ache. Their crosses became avenues to the
living God.

The time they spent in adoration and
Mass with the Lord during the school day
was changing their hearts and became
evident in their bodily actions. They
radiated joy in a way that was not present
at the beginning of the school year.

It permeated everything they did, from
being fully present to the needs of those
around them to being grateful for the little

things in life. Their eyes were open wide
as they grew in their awareness of God
working in their day-to-day life.

They would become excited for First
Friday adoration and beg to sing a song to
start off our holy half hour with the Lord.
I can still picture them giddily opening
the song books and looking at me for
confirmation that we could begin.

Being an extraordinary minister of holy
Communion during school Masses started
to take on a whole new meaning for me. |
saw their open hands that they stood before
me with as a sign of their inner openness
and the expansion of their heart to receive
the One who heals and equips us.

As | watched the body of our Savior
enter into their bodies, | prayed for the
desires and aches they had shared with
me. | begged the Word made flesh to
flood their whole being with grace beyond
compare. My devotion to and love of the
Eucharist was growing with my students.
The Lord has chosen me, a sinner who
was broken just like my students, to share
the healing power of God. What a gift and
honor it was to be used as an instrument
of the Lord.

Every year, | would stand in awe of
the intimate relationship my students
had formed with the Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. Nothing has ever been more
beautiful to me as a teacher than to
watch my students fall in love with the
Eucharist. At times, it would bring tears
to my eyes as | shared with others what
I was experiencing, a front-row seat to a
love story, the love story of God with his
beloved.

(Maria Cossell’s reflection was written
when she was a teacher at Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School in Carmel, Ind., in
the Lafayette Diocese. She now teaches
at St. Luke the Evangelist School in
Indianapolis and is a member of St. Joan
of Arc Parish in Indianapolis.) T
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The Church

On Saturday, Jan. 27, our Church
observes the memorial of St. Angela
Merici, founder of what became the
Order of St. Ursula (Ursulines). Born in
the Lombardy region of Italy in 1474,
Angela felt called to a life of holiness
and service.

In a vision, the Lord revealed
to Angela that she was to found a
company of women who would devote
their lives toward the religious training
of young girls. These women were
bound together by their dedication to
education (especially for the poor) and
by their commitment to Jesus Christ
and service to his Church.

Like many other holy women,
including our own Anne-Thérése Guérin
(known locally as St. Mother Theodore
but officially as St. Theodora), Angela
Merici recognized the importance of
education as a means of helping young
people break the cycle of poverty. She
and her sisters dedicated their lives to
helping young women grow spiritually
and intellectually through schools and
other ministries that began in her native
Brescia, Italy, and eventually spread
throughout Europe, to the United States
and other regions of the world.

The Ursulines, like many other

ARCHBISHOP/ARZOBISPO CHARLES C. THOMPSON
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follows Christ in loving, serving the poor

teaching orders, have had a powerful
impact on the poor. Poverty is a clear
sign of the fundamental dependency of
the human condition. The rich (and that
includes all of us whose basic needs are
provided for) can maintain the illusion
of independence and self-sufficiency.

The poor have no such illusions.
They know that by ourselves we can do
nothing. Everything we have (and all
that we are) comes from the grace of
God, the Creator who made all things—
material and spiritual—and who alone
is responsible for the bread we eat, the
clothes we wear and the shelter that
protects us from heat, cold, wind, rain
and the treachery of those who would
do us harm.

“The poor you will always have with
you,” Jesus said (Mt 26:11; Mk 14:7;
Jn 12:8). Yet he lavished his attention
on the poor. He fed them; he healed
them; he preached to them the good
news of hope and salvation. And he told
us, his disciples, that we will be judged
not by our words but by what we have
done for others—especially the “least”
of them, our sisters and brothers.

In a very real way, our Lord
entrusted the poor to us—to our special
care—until he comes again. He warned

us that we will be separated from

him on the last day if we fail to meet
the serious needs of the poor and the
vulnerable (“the little ones”) who are
Christ’s family in a truly special way.

The Church’s love for the poor
is inspired by the Gospel of the
beatitudes, by the poverty of Jesus and
by his attention to the poor. This love
concerns material poverty and also
the numerous forms of cultural and
religious poverty.

The Church never ceases to serve the
poor, to work for their relief, to defend
their basic human rights and to seek to
eliminate the root causes of poverty,
especially in the attitudes, customs and
laws of human society. Why? Because
our Lord commanded us to care for one
another and because he showed us by
his example what it means to love and
serve and even die for the least of these,
his sisters and brothers.

As we bishops of Indiana wrote
in our 2015 pastoral letter “Poverty
at the Crossroads: The Church’s
Response to Poverty in Indiana”: “The
Catholic Church is strongly committed
to education and, particularly, the
education of the poor. More than two
centuries of experience convince us

about the powerful role that education
plays in breaking the cycle of poverty
and helping families, producing thriving
citizens, workers and professionals.”

St. Angela Merici taught that our
need to care for those who are poor and
vulnerable outweighs their need for our
ministry to them. We dare not appear to
be condescending in our acts of charity.
The spiritual and material gifts that
we share with others—especially the
poor—are not our property; they were
given to us by God.

As responsible stewards of God’s
gifts, we are required to nurture
responsibly and share generously with
our sisters and brothers in need. In
fact, our Lord has made it abundantly
clear that he expects us to care for one
another, especially “the least of these”
(Mt 25:31-46).

We honor St. Angela Merici and
her sisters because their ministry to
the poor and their devotion to Christ
remind us of our abundant blessings
and of our need to care for others.
Through the intercession of St. Angela,
may we serve the poor faithfully
through our commitment to follow
Jesus on the way of self-sacrificing
love. t

risto, la piedra angular

La Iglesia

El sdbado 27 de enero nuestra
Iglesia celebra el memorial de santa
Angela Merici, fundadora de lo que se
convirtié en la Orden de Santa Ursula
(Ursulinas). Nacida en la region italiana
de Lombardia en 1474, Angela se
sintio llamada a una vida de santidad y
servicio.

En una vision, el Sefior le reveld que
debia fundar una compafiia de mujeres
que dedicarian su vida a la formacion
religiosa de las jovenes. Estas mujeres
estaban unidas por su dedicacion a la
educacion (especialmente a los pobres)
y por su compromiso con Jesucristo y
el servicio a su Iglesia.

Como muchas otras mujeres santas,
incluida nuestra propia Ana Teresa
Guérin (santa Madre Teodora), Angela
Merici reconoci6 la importancia de la
educacion como medio para ayudar a
los jévenes a romper el circulo de la
pobreza. Ella 'y sus hermanas dedicaron
sus vidas a ayudar a las jovenes a
crecer espiritual e intelectualmente a
través de escuelas y otros ministerios
que comenzaron en su Brescia natal,
en ltalia, y que con el tiempo se
esparcieron por toda Europa, a Estados
Unidos y a otras regiones del mundo.

Las ursulinas, como muchas otras
ordenes de ensefianza, han tenido
un poderoso impacto en los pobres.

La pobreza es un signo claro de la

profunda dependencia de la condicion
humana. Los ricos (y eso nos incluye
a todos quienes tenemos nuestras
necesidades basicas cubiertas) pueden
mantener la ilusion de independencia y
autosuficiencia;

los pobres, en cambio, no gozan
de esa ilusion ya que saben que por
nosotros mismos no podemos hacer
nada. Todo lo que tenemos (y lo
que somos) procede de la gracia de
Dios, el Creador que hizo todas las
cosas materiales y espirituales, y que
es el Unico responsable del pan que
comemos, de la ropa que vestimos y
del refugio que nos protege del calor
y del frio, del viento y de la lluvia, asi
como de la traicidn de quienes quieren
hacernos dafio.

“Siempre tendran a los pobres,” dijo
JesUs (Mt 26:11; Mc 14:7; Jn 12:8).
Sin embargo, volcé su atencion hacia
ellos; les dio de comer, los curd y les
predicé la buena nueva de la esperanza
y la salvacion. Y nos dijo a nosotros,
sus discipulos, que seremos juzgados
no por nuestras palabras sino por lo
que hayamos hecho por los demas,
especialmente a los “mas pequefios” de
nuestros hermanos y hermanas.

De un modo muy real, nuestro
Sefior nos confié a los pobres a nuestro
cuidado especial hasta que él regrese.
Nos advirtié que nos separaran de

él en el dia final si no atendemos las
graves necesidades de los pobres y los
vulnerables (“los més pequefios™), que
son la familia de Cristo de una forma
verdaderamente especial.

El amor de la Iglesia por los pobres
se fundamenta en el Evangelio de las
bienaventuranzas, en la pobreza de
JesUs y en su dedicacién a los pobres.
Este amor se refiere a la pobreza
material y también a las numerosas
formas de pobreza cultural y religiosa.

La Iglesia nunca deja de servir a
los pobres, de trabajar por su alivio, de
defender sus derechos humanos béasicos
y de tratar de eliminar las causas
raiz de la pobreza, especialmente
en las actitudes, costumbres y leyes
de la sociedad humana. ;Por qué?
Porque nuestro Sefior nos ordend que
cuidaramos los unos de los otros y
porque nos mostrod, con su ejemplo, lo
que significa amar y servir e incluso
morir por los méas pequefios, sus
hermanas y hermanos.

Tal como los obispos de Indiana lo
expresamos en nuestra carta pastoral
publicada en 2015 y titulada “Pobreza
en la Encrucijada: la respuesta de la
Iglesia ante la pobreza en Indiana”: “La
Iglesia Cat6lica posee un compromiso
férreo con la educacion y especialmente
la educacion de los pobres. Méas de dos
siglos de experiencia nos convencen

sigue a Cristo al amar y servir a los pobres

acerca de la poderosa funcién que
desempefia la educacion para romper
el ciclo de la pobreza y ayudar a las
familias, y para producir ciudadanos,
profesionales y trabajadores prosperos.”

Santa Angela Merici ensefié que
nuestra necesidad de cuidar a los pobres
y vulnerables es mayor que la necesidad
de nuestro ministerio hacia ellos. No nos
atrevamos a parecer condescendientes
en nuestros actos de caridad ya que
los dones espirituales y materiales
que compartimos con los demas—
especialmente con los pobres—no nos
pertenecen; Dios nos los dio.

Como administradores responsables
de los dones de Dios, se nos exige
que cuidemos responsablemente y
compartamos generosamente con
nuestras hermanas y hermanos
necesitados. De hecho, nuestro Sefior
ha dejado muy claro que espera que
cuidemos unos de otros, especialmente
de los “mas pequefios” (Mt 25:31-46).

Honramos a santa Angela Merici y
a sus hermanas porque su ministerio
con los pobres y su devocion a Cristo
nos recuerdan nuestras abundantes
bendiciones y nuestra necesidad
de cuidar de los demas. Que, por
intercesion de santa Angela, sirvamos
fielmente a los pobres mediante nuestro
compromiso de seguir a Jesus por el
camino del amor abnegado. T
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Events Calendar

For a list of events for the next four weeks as reported to
The Criterion, log on to www.archindy.org/events.

February 2

Gainbridge Fieldhouse,

125 South Pennsylvania

St., Indianapolis. Covenant
Resources Miscarriage
Ministry Night with the
Indiana Pacers, 7 p.m., Pacers
vs. Kings, discounted prices
range from $30-$58, includes
free Pacers branded hat; food
voucher for a hot dog, chips,
and Pepsi product; chance

to shoot a free throw on the
court after the game, a portion
of each ticket purchased will
go back to the Covenant
Resources Miscarriage
Ministry. Information, tickets:
812-212-3463, contactus@
covenantresources.org, tinyurl.

com/crmmpacers24.

Women’s Care Center, 4901
W. 86th St., Indianapolis. First
Friday Mass, 5 p.m., optional
tour of center to follow.
Information: 317-829-6800,
womenscarecenter.org.

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Church, 335 S. Meridian St.,
Greenwood. First Friday
bilingual celebration of
the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus, Mass 6 p.m. followed
by adoration until 9 p.m.,
sacrament of reconciliation
available. Information:
317-750-7309, msross1@
hotmail.com.

St. John Paul Il Church,

2253 St. Joe Road W.,
Sellersburg. First Friday
Devotion, 11:40 a.m., litany,
consecration to the Sacred
Heart, Divine Mercy Chaplet
followed by noon Mass.
Information: 812-246-2512.

February 3

St. John Paul Il Church, 2253
St. Joe Road W., Sellersburg.
First Saturday Devotion,

8 a.m., rosary, litany,
consecration to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, confession
8-8:30 a.m. followed by

8:30 a.m. Mass. Information:
812-246-2512.

Maryland Community Church,
4700 SR 46, Terre Haute.
Annual Soup Bowl Benefit,
3-5 p.m., guests will select a
bowl crafted by local artists
and sample soups from local
restaurants and chefs, $30 per
person. Information, tickets:
812-232-1447, jmurphy @
ccthin.org, tinyurl.com/
THSB24.

All Saints Parish,

St. John Campus, 25743
State Route 1, Guilford.
Married Couples Event:
Listening is the Beginning
of Love, 6-9 p.m., Dynamic
Catholic speakers Jack and
Katie Beers presenting,
free, register by Feb. 1.
Information: 812-576-4302,
clairekeck.asp@gmail.com.

February 7

Monthly Prayer with Sisters
of Providence: “Prayer on

St. Valentine’s Day,” for

single Catholic women ages
18-42, via Zoom, 7-7:45 p.m.,
seventh day of each month.
Information, registration: Events.

Providence, Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, St. Mary-of-the-Woods.
Taizé Prayer at the Woods,
7-8 p.m., silent and spoken
prayers, simple music,

silence, virtual option

available. Information: Taize.
SistersofProvidence.org,

SistersofProvidence.org, 361-

500-9505, jluna@spsmw.org.

February 10

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Parish Life Center, 335

S. Meridian St., Greenwood.
Celebrate Romance: A
Wedding Reception for
Married Couples, 6-11 p.m.,
sponsored by Our Lady of
the Greenwood Celebrate
Marriage Ministry, dinner,
optional dance lessons,
dancing, door prizes, cash bar,
$80 per couple, registration
deadline Feb. 3. Information,
tickets: 317-489-1557, info@
celebratemarriageministry.com.

February 12

Holy Name of Jesus Church,

89 N. 17th Ave., Beech Grove.
2411 Memorial Mass, 1 p.m.,
honoring 2,411 babies aborted by
Dr. Ulrich Klopfer and found on
his property in 2019, reception to
follow, Indiana Attorney General
Todd Rokita scheduled to speak.
Information: 317-784-5454,

February 13
Church of the Immaculate
Conception, 1 Sisters of

812-535-2952.

February 15

Our Lady of Peace
Cemetery and Mausoleum,
9001 Haverstick Road,
Indianapolis. Mass, 2 p.m.
Information: 317-574-8898,
catholiccemeteries.cc.

February 16

St. Jude Parish, 5353 McFarland
Road, Indianapolis. BSA
Troop 51 Lenten Fish Fry,
4-7 p.m., menu includes 1-2
fried fish fillets, baked tilapia,
grilled cheese, French fries,
macaroni and cheese, green
beans, water, lemonade or tea,
gift card raffle $25 per ticket,
freewill donations accepted.
Information: 317-786-4371.

Northside Events and Social
Club, 2100 E. 71st St.,
Indianapolis. Catholic Business
Exchange, Diocese of Lafayette
director of communications
Gabby Hlavek presenting
“Catholic Communications

in the Digital Age,” rosary
6:35a.m., Mass 7 am.,

buffet breakfast and program
following, $18 members, $24

non-members. Register by
4 p.m. on Feb. 14. Information,

registration: cutt.ly/CBE-Reg.

February 17

St. Michael Parish, 11400
Farmers Lane NE, Greenville.
The Eucharist and Your
Marriage, 4-7 p.m., Catholic
therapist and author Greg
Schutte presenting, second of
“Three Great Dates” events
sponsored by Catalyst Catholic
in New Albany Deanery
(May 11, 2024: “Supporting
Your Spouse’s Dreams” with
Steve and Jenni Angrisano),
$20 per person, includes
dinner, childcare available,
registration required by Feb.
11. Information, registration:
catalystcatholic.org/3dates.

East Central H.S. Performing
Arts Center, 1 Trojan Place,

St. Leon. E6 Catholic Men’s
Conference, 8 a.m.- 3 p.m,,
featuring speakers Cincinnati
Reds Hall of Famer Sean
Casey, Catholic Answers’ Tim
Staples, Catholic evangelist
Nathan Crankfield and Father
Jonathan Hollowell, includes,
Mass, confession, adoration,
lunch, group tickets $40,
individual tickets: ages 25 and
older $45, high school through
age 24 $15, clergy and religious
free. Information, registration:
812-576-4302, contact@
e6catholicmensconference.com,
e6catholicmensconference.com.

February 21

All Saints Parish, St. Joseph
Campus, 7536 Church Lane,
West Harrison. Double
Feature with noted Theology
of the Body speaker Jason
Evert, 6-9:30 p.m., for

adults and youths ages 13-17
accompanied by an adult,
“Purified: A Life-changing
Event for Families” 6-7 p.m.,
“Gender and the Theology

of Your Body” 7-9 p.m.,
adoration and confession
9-9:30 p.m., $25, $10 discount
for registered parishioners of
All Saints in Dearborn County,
St. Lawrence in Lawrenceburg,
St. Mary in Greensburg and
St. Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross in Bright by using code
DCC at checkout. Information,

registration: kimsprague@

dccatholics.com,
bit.ly/3PJ7RID.

Calvary Mausoleum
Chapel, 435 W. Troy Ave.,
Indianapolis. Mass, 2 p.m.
Information: 317-784-4439,
catholiccemeteries.cc.

SS. Francis and Clare of
Assisi School, 5901 Oliver
Branch Road, Greenwood.
Open House, 3-7 p.m.,
offering Early Childhood
Ministry for infants 6 weeks
old and older plus preschool
and grades K-8.
Information: 317-859-4673,
admissions@ss-fc.org. 1
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Retreat centers throughout central
and southern Indiana will offer
Lenten-themed retreats and reflection

—NMarch 29: Good Friday Day of
Silence, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., $40, includes
private room for the day and lunch.

activities and lunch.

Oldenburg Franciscan Center,

Retreat centers offer Lenten/Triduum retreat and reflection opportunities

Jennifer Burger presenting, $45, includes
Mass and lunch.
—March 22-24: Ponder and

~

opportunities from Feb. 14-March 31.
Here is a list of those opportunities as
reported to The Criterion.

Benedict Inn Retreat and
Conference Center, 1402 Southern
Ave., Beech Grove. Information,
registration: benedictinn.org/programs,
317-788-7581, benedictinn@
benedictinn.org.

—Feb. 3: Embracing the
Lenten Journey: From Ashes to
Resurrection Joy, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Benedictine Sister Susan Marie
Lindstrom presenting, $75,
includes lunch.

—Feb. 14: Personal Day of
Retreat, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., $40, includes
private room for the day and lunch;
spiritual direction available for
additional $30, must be scheduled in
advance.

—March 28-31: Triduum Retreat,
4:30 p.m. Thur.-1 p.m. Sun., $375,
\includes meals and accommaodations.

Mother of the Redeemer
Retreat Center, 8220 W. State
Road 48, Bloomington. Information,
registration: 812-825-4642, ext. 1,
motheroftheredeemer.com.

—NMarch 16: Lenten Day of
Reflection, 9 a.m.-noon, Franciscans
of the Immaculate Friar John Lawrence
Polis facilitating, free.

—March 28-31: Easter Triduum
Retreat, 6 p.m. Thurs.-8 a.m. Sun.,
Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate
facilitating, $50.70 per adult, children
free, includes lunch and dinner on Sat.,
overnight accommodations additional
cost, call for details.

Mount Saint Francis Center
for Spirituality, 101 St. Anthony
Dr., Mt. St. Francis. Information:
retreatcommunications@
mountsaintfrancis.org, 812-923-8817.
—NMarch 2: Lenten Letting Go,
9 am.-5 p.m. $60, includes all materials,

22143 Main St., Oldenburg.
Information, registration: 812-933-6437,
oldenburgfranciscancenter.org.

—NMarch 8: A Day of Quiet
Renewal, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., $20, $80 with
spiritual direction.

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat
House, 5353 E. 56th St., Indianapolis.
Registration: ftm.retreatportal.com/events,
317-545-7681, lcoons@archindy.org.
—Feb. 15: Day of Silence,
8 a.m.-4 p.m., $45 per day, includes
room, lunch and use of common areas
and grounds, overnight stays available

for additional $32, dinner additional
$11.

—March 11: Come to the Cross:
Evening of Reflection, 5-9 p.m., Father
Keith Hosey and program manager

Jennifer Burger presenting, $45, includes

light supper and Mass.

—NMarch 19: Come to the Cross:
Day of Reflection, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Father
Keith Hosey and program manager

Proclaim! A Lenten Weekend
Retreat, 6 p.m. Fri.-noon Sun.,

Father James Farrell and Deacon Rick
Wagner presenting, $220 iincludes
accommodations, program materials,
breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday
and breakfast on Sunday.

—NMarch 26, 27, 28: Holy Week
Days of Silence, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., $45
per day, includes room, lunch and
use of common areas and grounds,
overnight stays available for additional
$32 per night, dinner additional $11
per meal.

Saint Meinrad Archabbey
Guesthouse, 200 Hill Dr., St.
Meinrad. Registration: saintmeinrad.
org/retreats.

—NMarch 27-31: Living the
Liturgy of the Triduum, Benedictine
Father Noel Mueller presenting,
Benedictine Father Jeremy King
presenting, $465 single, $735 double,
commuter $200. T
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The Serra Club of Indianapolis’ annual
John D. Kelley Vocations Essay Contest
is under way. It is open to any Catholic
student in grades 7-12 in parochial, public
or home school systems in the Archdiocese
of Indianapolis.

The theme for this year’s contest
focuses on the Eucharistic Revival in the
United States. This three-year process,
an event planned by the U.S. Conference
of the Catholic Bishops, will culminate
with a National Eucharistic Congress in
Indianapolis on July 17-21. This is a defining
moment for this generation to acknowledge
Jesus, the true presence in the Eucharist.
\ Essay contest participants are asked to

Vocations essay contest submissions
sought from students in grades 7-12

~

address how a parish, school and family

life can help young people embrace

the importance of the Eucharist in their
vocation and call to holiness. Have you
benefited from the efforts of your parish,
school or family to promote a greater
devotion and understanding of the Eucharist
in your life?

For more details and an essay submission
form, contact your school religion teacher,
religious education program instructor or
parish catechist/youth minister. Information
is also available from Serra Club member
Dick Cannon at dickc610@gmail.com.

Submitted essays must be postmarked no
later than March 6. T j

Wedding Anniversaries

PAUL AND MAGGIE (HANNA)

GREEN, members of St. Mary Parish in North

Vernon, will celebrate their 60th wedding
anniversary on Jan. 26.

The couple was married St. Mary Church in

North Vernon on Jan. 26, 1964.

They have two children: Missy Pappenheim

and Jerry Green.

The couple also has six grandchildren. t

Announcements for couples celebrating 50, 55, 60, 65, 70 or more years of
marriage are accepted. Go to cutt.ly/anniversaries or call 317-236-1585.
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2024 Catholic Schools Week

A Special Supplement Cele]:)rating’ the Faith, Excellence and Service of our Catholic Schools
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Rooted in the Eucharist and Christ’s love for all,
Catholic schools change lives

Editor’s note: The theme for our Catholic
Schools Week Supplement focuses on the gift
and the blessing of Catholic schools in the
archdiocese—that our 67 schools are a faith-filled
and life-changing choice for students, families and
educators.

In a nod to the ongoing National Eucharistic
Revival and the National Eucharistic Congress being
held in Indianapolis on July 17-21, the supplement
also features an emphasis on the difference that the
celebration of the Eucharist is making in the lives of
children and adults who are connected to a Catholic
school in central and southern Indiana.

The supplement also includes inspiring stories and
photographs that capture the joy, faith, service and

successes of students in our Catholic schools.

Just as important, there is information showing how
a Catholic education in the archdiocese is affordable
for nearly every family who wants that faith-filled
educational experience for their child.

We hope you enjoy this salute to the tremendous
influence of Catholic education in the archdiocese and
in the world.

Photo above: The diversity of interests and activities that
Catholic schools in the archdiocese offer shows in these
students from Father Michael Shawe Memorial Jr./Sr. High
School and Pope John XXIIl Elementary School, which
comprise the Prince of Peace Catholic Schools in Madison.
(Submitted photo)

Inside...

* Students live the essence of the Catholic faith
by embracing the Eucharist, page 5B.

* Catholic schools receive national recognition,
adding to 41-year tradition, page 7B.

* Schools instill in students ‘the value of
service in the parish and beyond’, page 7B.

Catholic high schools continue their success
in sports, page 15B.

* Indiana’s “Choice” program helps families
seeking a Catholic education, page 16B.

Our 67 Catholic schools share a primary focus: ‘salvation of souls’

Dear Friends in Christ,

The national theme for
this year’s celebration of Catholic
Schools Week, “Catholic Schools:
United in Faith
and Community,”
should prompt us
to consider the
impact our Catholic
schools have on
individuals, families
and the larger
community. Here
in the Archdiocese
of Indianapolis, we
are blessed with 67
Catholic schools

Archbishop Charles
C.Thompson

throughout central and southern Indiana.

While our Catholic schools
excel in several areas—such as
academics, athletics, the arts and
service—they are meant to serve

the Church’s fundamental task of
evangelization and catechesis. More
notably, in recent times, there is a
growing appreciation for greater
emphasis on “evangelizing catechesis.”

With a primary focus on “salvation of
souls,” our Catholic schools strive to form
and educate individuals to be missionary
disciples embracing the two-fold
command to love God and neighbor. The
impact of this focus is meant to transform
individuals, both students and educators,
families and society.

Each baptized member, as
emphasized in the synodal expression
of co-responsibility, is called to a life
of holiness and mission. Similar to the
saying, “It takes a village to raise a
child,” it takes a community of believers
to enable children, youths and adults to
mature in faith. Of course, if authentic,
that faith must be rooted in a personal
encounter with Jesus Christ.

For our Catholic schools to be
effective instruments of the Church’s task
of evangelization and catechesis, both
students and educators must open their
minds and hearts to the divine wisdom
of the Holy Spirit. Such openness must
necessarily be rooted in prayer, both
personal and communal, the word of
God, the grace of sacraments, teachings
of the faith and oriented toward service.

Catholic teaching is predicated
on the firm belief that one is saved
only through the passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is for
this reason that Catholic schools are
equipped with crucifixes, immersed
in daily prayer and find their ultimate
meaning in the celebration of the
Eucharist at Mass, the source and
summit of our identity and mission as
Catholics.

This year’s celebration of Catholic
Schools Week is further enhanced by the

ongoing National Eucharist Revival and
upcoming National Eucharistic Congress,
to take place this summer in Indianapolis
on July 17-21. As taught in each of our
Catholic schools, the Eucharist is the
Real Presence of Jesus Christ—Body and
Blood, Soul and Divinity—which unites
us to God and one another.

It is the nourishment that sustains our
baptismal call to holiness and mission.
It is the true source of our identity
as Catholics, as children of God, as
missionary disciples, as beloved sisters
and brothers in Jesus Christ.

Wishing all a happy and blessed
Catholic Schools Week, with assurance
of my continued prayers, | remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+W¢._/’Z~w«

Archbishop Charles C. Thompson
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In her first year as a Catholic school educator, a woman finds joy
and learns about the changing state of Catholic education

By John Shaughnessy

If you need an extra touch of joy
in your life today, it’s there in Emily
Schuler’s voice.

In this moment, the principal of
St. Patrick School in Terre Haute is
describing the
reaction of her
kindergarten and
pre-kindergarten
students to a group of
special visitors.

“They had three
hours of sheer
excitement today,”
Schuler says. “We
had a visit from the
fire department. They
brought the truck in, talked about what they
do, and let them see their equipment. It’s
that age when, ‘I want to be a firefighter!” It
was just super exciting for them.”

Schuler also uses “exciting” to describe
her first year as an educator in a Catholic
school community, a choice she made
after working 15 years in public schools
in Indiana and Mississippi.

“In my mind, | thought that maybe
this would be an awkward transition from
public to Catholic school, that maybe it
wouldn’t be fulfilling or what | wanted. |
couldn’t have been more wrong,” Schuler
says. “I think it’s the best decision I’ve
ever made professionally. It’s been really
exciting right from the beginning.”

Part of that excitement for her stems
from a change she sees in Catholic
schools today from when she was a
student at Our Lady of Mount Carmel
School in Carmel, Ind., in the Lafayette
Diocese. And make no mistake, as a 2000
graduate of her elementary school, she
holds a special place in her heart for her
experience there.

“I loved it. | have friends that | have
had since | was 5,” says 38-year-old
Schuler. “It’s cool to look back as an adult
and think about that school and how, from
the age of 5, it had such an impactful
experience on me.”

At the same time, “you almost took
for granted that everyone believed the

Emily Schuler

same things, and everyone had the same
understandings, and we were all getting
the exact same things at home. You
almost took for granted that there was this
spiritual experience we all kind of had.”
The experience that every student in a
Catholic school is steeped in the Catholic
faith is no longer the reality, Schuler says,
and that’s part of the excitement for her.

The state of Catholic education and the
story of a girl

“What’s really exciting now about
Catholic schools is that we see families
choosing to be here who aren’t Catholic,
and they’re choosing it because of who
we are and what we believe and how we
live out our faith—and what that looks
like in our families and our communities.

“The state of Catholic education right
now is a real-life testament to the fact
that we are literally introducing people
to Christ and the Church on an everyday
basis. You see kids who don’t have any
religious background or knowledge or
understanding, and they get so excited
hearing about the faith, understanding
what the Eucharist is, and understanding
what the history of the Church is.

“To be even a small part of that for
students and their families has been
incredibly exciting.”

Her excitement and joy continue
to overflow as she shares one incident
involving a prospective student.

As she checked out the school, the girl
was accompanied by a modern family
of “multiple parents, partners and family
members,” Schuler says. The family
wasn’t Catholic, but everyone was open to
the girl attending St. Patrick.

During a tour of the school and the
campus, the girl noticed the church and
asked if she could see what was inside
that building.

“We go over there, all the lights are
off, so we flip them on. Our church is
beautiful, and to hear the reaction of the
child to seeing all the different artwork,
the stained glass and the altar was
amazing,” Schuler recalls. “Everywhere
they were turning, they were amazed by
something else. Or they had questions.”

The girl had a question about one of
the statues at the front of the church.

“She turns and points and says, ‘I see
that man over there.” | said, “That’s
St. Patrick. That’s who our school and
our parish are named after.’ | told them
a little about him. They asked, ‘He was
a normal man, right?’ I said, ‘He was
a normal man, but he was able to do
unnormal things with the help of God.’
The girl turned around to her family and
said, ‘I want to go here.” It was such a
cool moment.”

The story doesn’t end there.

An opportunity for faith to blossom

“That student has maintained her
interest and amazement in figuring
out everything she can and learning
everything she can,” Schuler says. “And
she is really interested in the saints. It’s
been fun to see her blossom, and to see
all the ways the Catholic experience
has taken shape for families and what it
means for families.”

While the experience of being part of
the St. Patrick School community of 350
students has been a time of blossoming
for that girl, the same has been true for
Schuler in her first year as an educator at
a Catholic school.

She says it has deepened her faith and
her relationship with Christ.

“Absolutely. I took a lot of aspects of
my faith for granted.”

One area of her Catholic faith that
she has stressed this year is eucharistic
adoration and “the power of the Eucharist.”

Since St. Patrick Church has a
eucharistic chapel, the school sets
aside Wednesdays as a time when the
different classes get to visit the chapel for
adoration.

Schuler also has made eucharistic
adoration a priority for the St. Patrick
School staff.

“It was important for me to get my
staff to understand the significance that
it’s had for my life,” she says. “We have
quite a few staff who are not Catholic. We
did an instructional Mass, and after that,
we did adoration.

“l spoke about the role it played in my
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Emily Schuler, the principal of St. Patrick
School in Terre Haute, helps students from
kindergarten and first grade with an art project.
(Photo courtesy of Kelli Carney, first-grade teacher at St.
Patrick School)

life. It’s so significant to my own faith
maintenance, development, strength and
growth that | hadn’t really thought about
it. For me to stand up and verbalize it was
such a moment. | had never given my own
story of the power of it for me.”

A gift of grace

Schuler has strived to make eucharistic
adoration a continuing part of her life.

“If 1 have a stressful day, I’ll take
15-20 minutes, step out quickly, go to the
adoration chapel and have some time in
adoration. To me, that’s something I’ve
been really able to explore and deepen.
I’m incredibly thankful that I’m in a place
to really be mindful about that. 1t’s made
me closer in my relationship with Christ.”

She also believes it’s made her a better
principal and even a better person.

“l don’t always find myself being
patient or letting things settle a little bit,”
she says. “I feel there’s been a lot of grace
that has made its way into my decision
process and my leadership style—to be
a little more gracious, be a little more
patient, be a little more willing to be
vulnerable.”

For her, it’s all part of the grace of
being an educator in a Catholic school.

“I’m incredibly thankful to be in
this community,” she says.” It’s such a
blessing.” t

Why choose Catholic schools? The Eucharist is our foundation

By Brian Disney

Superintendent of Catholic schools in the
archdiocese

“Parents have the first responsibility
for the education of their children”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church,
2223). Therefore,
parents should have
the right to choose
the educational
option that best
meets the needs of
their children.

Our great State of
Indiana recognizes
these God-given
rights by supporting
all forms of k-12
education and providing state education
funding to parents for public or private
education, except for families earning
over 400% of free/reduced eligibility
who can only receive funding for public
schools.

Parents in Indiana have many great
educational choices for their children,
so why should they choose Catholic
schools? Parents should choose Catholic
schools because the Eucharist is the
foundation and goal of everything we do.

The Eucharist is the “source and
summit” of the Catholic faith and the

Brian Disney

Christian life (CCC, 1324-27). The
Eucharist is also the source and summit
of our Catholic schools and every
ministry of our Church. The Eucharist

is food for the spiritual journey home

to heaven where we will celebrate full
communion with God and our brothers
and sisters in Christ. The Eucharist is
also the food that nourishes our Catholic
school communities on our common
journey through this life and into the next.

Families choose our Catholic
schools because of our academic rigor
and excellence. Our teachers challenge
students to grow in knowledge, wisdom
and truth through lessons that engage
minds, bodies and spirits. Catholic
schools develop the full human potential
of each student because we know that
human beings have an eternal destiny.

Our students’ performance on
standardized assessments is equal to or
better than students in other schools.
Our students earn many college credits
while in high school and graduate at
high rates.

Families choose our schools because
the strong moral values we teach
mirror what the parents are teaching at
home. Our schools are centered on the
person of Jesus Christ, Gospel values
and teachings of the Church. Our daily
lessons in the Catholic faith reinforce

and support the strong religious
foundation taught at home.

Our students participate in daily
prayer, regular school Masses, religion
classes and eucharistic adoration. Our
students grow as ethical and moral
decision-makers by learning to apply
Catholic beliefs and human reason
to real-life situations. Our students
develop strong moral characters that
are necessary to withstand the changing
values of secular culture.

Families choose our schools
because of our safe and disciplined
learning environment. Every student
is recognized as a child of God who
needs to be seen, valued and loved. In
educating the whole child, Catholic
schools form students spiritually,
emotionally and socially.

Lessons grounded in the Gospel
values help students to love God,
themselves and others. This culture of
respect, love and forgiveness permeates
our classrooms, hallways and cafeterias.
Students are held to high standards of
caring for themselves, their classmates
and the school.

Families choose our schools because
parishes and schools create a community
for the entire family. Catholic schools
are communities of learners and
communities of faith. School families

develop a sense of community

with fellow parishioners and have
opportunities for friendship, fellowship
and service.

Each of us is called to be a Gospel
witness who understands and accepts the
teachings of the Church and the demands
of the Gospel. Catholic school educators
partner with parents (the primary teachers)
in the formation of their children. Our
school communities are villages needed
to raise our children. The Eucharist brings
us together as one family and provides
spiritual food to serve others.

Families choose Catholic schools
because they are great investments in
their children’s earthly and heavenly
futures. Our graduates excel in colleges
and careers. They actively participate in
our country’s democracy, serve others in
our communities, and lead in business,
government, education, healthcare,
science and other careers.

Catholic school graduates are also
more likely to retain their Catholic
identity, pray daily and attend Mass as
adults. Our schools prepare students for
life on Earth and in heaven. The return
on investment in a Catholic education is
unmatched.

Why choose Catholic schools? The
foundation and goal of our schools is the
Eucharist. T

Page 2B | The Criterion | January 26, 2024



o=
&)

By John Shaughnessy

There’s a poise about Tanner McCormick-Messer, a
quiet confidence that’s marked by touches of humility
and humor that shine through in a flowing conversation,
especially when he smiles and says, “I used to not talk at
all, but look at me now!”

The transformation of teenagers
during four years of a Catholic
high school can be life-defining in
a number of ways, and 17-year-old
Tanner quickly credits Father Thomas
Scecina Memorial High School in
Indianapolis for having that impact
on him.

For someone who says he didn’t
talk much at all before reaching high
school, he’s now using his voice in a
number of creative ways.

A senior, he’s heavily involved in the theater
department at Scecina as an actor and a vocalist. He
represents the school in statewide music contests. And
he performs outside the school, in community theater.
Then there’s his involvement in student council and the
National Honor Society, plus he uses his poise and polish
to serve as an ambassador for Scecina.

“My experience at Scecina has been really great,” he
says. “It’s a tight community that has helped me make
improvements in my life. Because of Scecina, | have
branched out to so many things. I’m a lot more involved
in theater, but before that, | had never done a show
ever.”

He had also never been outside of Indiana until he
made a trip to New York City in his junior year with other
members of the school’s theater department.

Tanner McCormick-
Messer

2024 Catholic Schools Week

Catholic high school creates a life-defining transformation on teenager

“It was probably the
best week of my life,” he
says with a smile. “Just
experiencing things outside
of Indiana because I’'ve
never really gone out of
state. That was my first
time. And just getting a
diverse new look on things
into the real world was
really helpful for me. And it
was really beautiful to come
together with my fellow
classmates on the trip.”

As much as he has
accomplished and
experienced at Scecina,
Tanner shines the
spotlight instead on his
senior classmates and the
influence they have had on
him during the past four
years.

“I really like my class,”
he says. “They have taught
me patience, taught me
leadership, taught me
diversity. They’re a really nice bunch.”

One of the qualities he especially appreciates about the
school and his class is how diverse it is and how there’s a
common connection at the same time.

“There’s so much diversity when it comes to faith and
religion there,” Tanner says. “Even though it’s a Catholic
school, not everyone is Catholic. But even though there
are so many differences in faith, there are no differences

Playing the role of Donkey in a scene with Shrek in the 2023 spring musical at Father Thomas
Scecina Memorial High School in Indianapolis, Tanner McCormick-Messer, right, shares the stage
with Andrew Causemaker, who graduated from Scecina in 2023. (Submitted photo)

in morality. We all think the same about the common
good of each other.”

That approach guides Tanner in his relationships with
his fellow students. The words flow naturally from him as
he says, “I just try to be kind, to do little things for them.
When | appreciate them, 1 tell them. When | think they’re
doing good, I’ll tell them. When | think they need help,
I’ll help them.” t

A senior retreat brings ‘a family’ even closer together

By John Shaughnessy

At 18, Yolett Perez shares something
in common with many of the 1,350
seniors in Catholic high schools in the
archdiocese.

A senior at Father Michael Shawe
Memorial High School in Madison,
Yolett has experienced one of the most
defining and emotional times of her past
four years in school—a retreat with her
senior classmates that has brought them
closer to each other and to God.

“That’s the moment where |
experienced why Shawe is super
important to me,” Yolett says. “It was

a three-day weekend retreat where our
class got to get together in a cabin. We
all got a lot closer, and we
opened up about things that we
might not have known about
each other. That was a great
experience.

“It meant a lot to me to
learn more about each other
because we’ve been going to
school together all our lives,
and sometimes we don’t
know what people are going
through. It just opened up
a lot for me. It makes me closer to
them. It makes us unite a little more,

classmates.

Yolett Perez

makes us feel more together.”

That insight also reveals a great deal
about Yolett, who has played is.
on the girls’ golf, soccer and
basketball teams at Shawe and
is a member of the school’s
National Honor Society and
its French and Spanish clubs.
After all, she has experienced
most of her life so far with her

“I’ve been going to Shawe
and Pope John XXI11 School
since kindergarten,” says Yolett,
a member of Prince of Peace Parish in
Madison. “The schools are right next to

each other. I’ve known everyone there
my whole life. And | like how small it
She also appreciates the immense
impact that Shawe has on her faith.

“Being at Shawe has made me
realize the importance of my Catholic
faith. We go to church once a week. We
do rosaries, and we participate in the
Catholic teachings.”

Then there is the life-changing
impact of her classmates on her.

“Most of us have known each other
since kindergarten,” she says. “We’re all
just like siblings basically. We’re all just
one big family.” t

Eye-opening moments lead a senior closer to God, his faith and his classmates

By John Shaughnessy

A moment with small children opened Diego Julian’s
eyes and left him with a feeling he will never forget.

That moment happened as Diego was helping deliver
furniture to a young family in need—part of his high
school’s volunteer efforts with the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul.

“The parents were going from job to job, and they
didn’t really have the kind of paycheck to get furniture
or even beds for their kids,” recalls Diego, a senior at
Seton Catholic High School in Richmond. “They just
had a mattress and not a box spring or anything. Being
able to bring those to the kids and seeing them getting
onto their bed, they were so thankful for it. The kids
gave us hugs because they were so appreciative. It was
eye-opening.

“People give us a lot of thanks. They’ll even do a little
prayer with us afterward. The smiles on their faces bring
me more joy than I can ever imagine.”

That story helps show the growth that Diego has
experienced in himself during his four years at Seton
Catholic. It’s a growth that has touched different parts of
his life and his Catholic faith.

Entering Seton as a freshman, Diego said, he wasn’t
excited about taking another religion class. Now, he
embraces his faith, from being able to say prayers at the
start and the end of each school day to participating in
Mass at a deeper level.

“It’s not just showing up. It’s more that I’m in God’s
presence. God is welcoming me into his home,” says
Diego, Seton’s student council president. “I can go to him
at any time, and he will always be there for me. 1t’s more
of a thank you to my Lord. It’s more of honoring him.”

Another defining moment in that change occurred
during the summer between his sophomore and junior
years when he took part in a Catholic Heart Workcamp in
Pennsylvania, helping people in need while also growing
in his faith with other teenagers from different schools.

“That really opened my mind. | saw hundreds of kids
wanting to do the same thing | was—opening their faith
more, not just to themselves but to each other. Seeing
there were kids like me going through the same struggles,
it pushed me to open up to my faith more. | know God is
there for me.”

He has the same feeling about the people he has
encountered at Seton. He felt that support immediately
as a freshman, including as he has played on the soccer,
basketball and baseball teams.

“The first year, | was shy. I didn’t know what to do.
Typical freshman,” he says. “The seniors I’ve had through
the years, they were always so kind, offering to give me
rides, offering to do certain things for me if | needed
it. Really welcomed me onto the team no matter what
sport it was. Making me feel like | was one of their close
friends.

“It made me think this is what | want to do when I’'m
a senior. That no matter what grade you’re in, you’re one
of my best friends. That’s what | try to do for every kid in
the school.”

That approach has been at the heart of the way he
views his teammates on the boys’ basketball team this
year.

“All of us bond. We work as a team. We work as a
family,” he says. “Our coach always says, ‘Don’t be a
coach-led team, be a player-led team.” We’re working so
hard toward that this year. We try to help the younger
players, too, to make a better team for the future.”

‘ Ht | b
Diego Julian has embraced his four years at Seton Catholic High
School in Richmond with joy. (Submitted photo)

Diego also uses the word “family” to describe the
bond among the 22 members of Seton’s Class of 2024.

“We’ve grown as a family,” he says. “It’s nice knowing
we have that close bond with each other. Through the
years, I’ve become closer to my faith, and it’s good
knowing there are 21 other students going through the
same thing | am—wanting to be closer to God. We all
have the same mission—pushing each other and making
sure we’re all doing OK.

“God always tells us to put others before yourself. He
wants us to love each other as he does us. We all live as a
family of God.” 1
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A challenging time for a family shows
the love they found in Catholic schools

By John Shaughnessy

Kathie and Brian Van Gheem were at a loss of where
to turn following the birth of their eighth child, who was
rushed to an Indianapolis hospital’s neonatal intensive
care (NIC) unit immediately after his early arrival in the
world.

Their families lived in Wisconsin and Minnesota, and
Kathie’s mother had just been diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease. And while Kathie mostly stayed around the clock
at the hospital to be near their son, Aaron, Brian tried to
keep everything going at home, working and trying to be
there for their seven other children.

“It was a really hard time for our family,” Kathie recalls.

Yet in the midst of that fearful and uncertain time, Kathie
says, another family rallied around theirs—the family that
has embraced them at Cardinal Ritter Jr./Sr. High School in
Indianapolis.

“l will never be able to express enough our thanks
for what Cardinal Ritter did,” Kathie says, noting all
the help that flowed from the school, starting with
its president, Jo Hoy, and its principal, Kari Jost. “I
remember Mrs. Hoy calling me when | was in the
NIC unit and saying, ‘Whatever you need.’

“They sent us $200 in gift cards to eat out, which was
a huge blessing for our family because we never eat out.
Every single teacher at Ritter signed that card and said
how much they were praying for Aaron and hoped he
would get home soon. He came home much earlier than
the doctors ever thought possible. And I really think it’s
because of the prayers of the staff and faculty of Ritter.
They really carried us through what was a really hard
time for our family.”

That outpouring of love and support from the Cardinal
Ritter family four years ago reinforced the choice that the
Van Gheems made when they were married 24 years ago.

“When we got married, we knew that no matter
what sacrifices it took, our kids were going to Catholic
schools,” Kathie says.

“My husband and | both went to Catholic schools
growing up, so it’s been a part of our lives since we
were very young. And both of our parents had a strong
emphasis on our Catholic faith and Catholic schooling.
So, it’s something we knew right away when we got
married that we wanted Catholic schooling to be a part of

The couple feels blessed that they found exactly what
they were looking for when they moved from Minnesota
to Indianapolis 21 years ago, sending their children first
to St. Christopher School in Indianapolis and later to
Cardinal Ritter. Three of their children are now students
at Cardinal Ritter and two are at St. Christopher.

“The thing | love the most about Indianapolis is we
have really great Catholic schools and lots of choices
for Catholic schools based upon what you want,” Kathie
says.

“We have found a really good fit with St. Chris, and
most especially with Cardinal Ritter. We have been
so happy with the faith formation that happens in the
schools. But most importantly, what we love the most
is that these schools have become like family. All our
relatives are up in Wisconsin and Minnesota. And so,
these schools and the teachers have really become our
family.”

One of the qualities that the Van Gheems particularly
appreciate about Cardinal Ritter is the school’s diversity,
bringing together students and families from different
ethnic and racial backgrounds as well as different
economic backgrounds.

“It really represents what our world is right now,”
Kathie says. “That’s a very diverse melting pot.”

The Van Gheems know they are part of that diversity,
as families with eight children aren’t exactly the norm in
today’s world, Kathie says.

“We can be overwhelming to a lot of people. We
always have a lot going on,” she says with a laugh about
life with their children who range in age from 4 to 22.
“But everyone we’ve met at St. Chris and Cardinal Ritter,
they’ve never felt overwhelmed by our family. They’ve
always embraced them and loved them and told us
how great it is that we’ve let our faith guide how many
children we have.

“That’s what we love the most about Catholic
schools—how much they love our family, how much they
embrace the sanctity of life in our kids. That has been
huge for us.”

So has the faith formation that the schools have
provided for their children. Kathie believes it’s helped
their two oldest children continue to embrace their faith
in college.

“They go to church every weekend, and I really
believe it’s the faith formation that was instilled in them

With eight children ranging in age from 4 to 22, Brian and
Kathie Van Gheem have enjoyed having their family embraced
by the communities of St. Christopher School and Cardinal
Ritter Jr./Sr. High School, both in Indianapolis. From oldest

to youngest, their children are Megan, Patrick, Molly, Daniel,
Timothy, MaryAnn, Meredith and Aaron. (Submitted photo)

when they were at Ritter. Mrs. Hoy says, ‘No, no, Kathie,
that’s you guys at home.” And | tell her, “You guys carried
them through.” ”

That connection between their family and the family
they’ve found at Cardinal Ritter and St. Christopher
has been worth all the sacrifices the couple has made to
provide a Catholic education for their children.

“With eight kids, Catholic school is not cheap,” Kathie
says. “Even with the wonderful help from the vouchers
and the Choice Scholarship program, it’s still not cheap.
We have to give up a lot. We don’t drive fancy cars. We
never go on vacations. But we feel that the sacrifice we
make is so worth it to have these wonderful schools as an
extension of our family and also an extension of our faith.

“Our kids are getting our faith morning, noon and
night. And they tell me they wouldn’t change it for the
world. They love where they go to school.” T

our kids’ lives every day.”
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By John Shaughnessy

If you want to know the impact that a Catholic school
experience can have on a child’s appreciation of their
faith and the Eucharist, have a conversation with 12-year-
old Oliver Kaczorowski about the choice he has made.

Oliver admits that in his younger years, he became
bored during the school Masses for him and his fellow
students at St. Joan of Arc School in Indianapolis, but he
still had this longing for a close relationship with God.

So, in November of 2022, Oliver chose to sign up
to be an altar server at school Masses. And ever since
then, the now-seventh-grade student has also become
increasingly involved in serving at Masses for the
parish—plus being a part of the school’s first eucharistic
procession at the start of this school year.

“l wanted to do something to get closer to God,”
Oliver says. “It’s been better than | expected.”

At 11, Josephine Maksimovich has also seen her
faith impacted by her first year at St. Joan of Arc—an
influence that has also been enhanced by her relationship
with her grandmother, Sue Bradford.

“Me and my grandma have a really close relationship.
She wants to teach me about God and the Eucharist. |
want to take the Eucharist so | can be closer to God,” says
Josephine, a sixth-grade student who will make her first
Communion this year.

The experiences of Oliver and Josephine are just what
St. Joan of Arc’s theology teacher Kyle Murphy wants for
students in this year of the National Eucharistic Congress,
which will be held in Indianapolis on July 17-21.

“This year, we have a large number of older students
who are choosing to receive the Eucharist for the first
time,” Murphy says, explaining that some of the children
were already baptized while others needed additional
formation to prepare to receive the sacrament. “And there’s
been a real uptick in the people wanting to be servers.

“It really gives me a great feeling seeing the students

The gift of the Eucharist was celebrated during the first
eucharistic procession that Roncalli High School in Indianapolis
held on Nov. 3. (Submitted photo)

2024 Catholic Schools Weel

A choice to embrace the Eucharist:
Students live the essence of the Catholic faith

are desiring a closeness to the Eucharist and a deeper
relationship with Christ through that. Our school is truly
focused on Jesus—to serve Christ and his people.”

Beyond the effort to start the school year last August
with the eucharistic procession, St. Joan of Arc’s school
leaders have continued the focus on the Eucharist through
Benediction at the beginning of each month and through
having students participate in the parish’s First Friday
adoration.

Eighth-grade student Clare Murphy has tried to make
the most of these opportunities—and the sacrament of
reconciliation.

“It’s about trying to get a deeper relationship with
Christ at this point,” says Clare, the daughter of Kyle
Murphy. “It’s good for me to grow as much as I can now
and continue on for the rest of my life.”

That emphasis was also at the heart of the first
eucharistic procession that Roncalli High School in
Indianapolis held on Nov. 3.

“Honestly, | was amazed that we pulled it off with
so many people,” says Katie Hibner, Roncalli’s director
of campus ministry. “We had never done it before. The
students were prepped really well, but really what was so
amazing—and | got teary-eyed quite often during it—was
just the extreme reverence that our students and our staff
showed. It was unbelievable.”

Hibner was also thrilled by the impact it had on the
students.

“A lot of students said they’d never done it before, and
they enjoyed it. In fact, it was a half day of school when
we did it. Students told me, ‘Man, | really thought about
not coming to school because it was a half day, but | really
wanted to see what this is all about.” So, they came, and they
were pleasantly surprised. It was a really cool experience.”

Being part of the procession also was powerful for
Hibner, who watched it unfold from a defining perspective.

“l was very fortunate enough to stand in the back of
the line,” she says. “As the students were weaving into the
procession, | followed the back of the line. As I looked in
front of me, I thought, ‘O my gosh, | am so lucky to be
part of it!” It was such a humbling, very cool feeling for
me, that | got be involved in the planning of it.

“It’s just a reminder that the Church is so big, and our
faith is so much bigger than us.”

Similar to St. Joan of Arc School, Roncalli has strived
to keep the momentum of the eucharistic procession
going forward.

“We have adoration twice a week before school,” Hibner
says. “On Wednesday mornings, we have students who
lead music during it. On Fridays, it’s a silent adoration.
Both are really well-attended. Once they go the first few
times, it’s like, ‘O my gosh, | really do need this!”

“I’ve had several students stop me in the hallway and
say, ‘I’m so glad | go to chapel in the morning. It’s so
nice. | really need that.” It’s a reminder of that need for
that kind of prayer and for setting aside time for that.”

Ava Maled is a Roncalli junior who has embraced
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As students at St. Joan of Arc School in Indianapolis, Clare
Murphy, left, Josephine Maksimovich and Oliver Kaczorowski
have had their lives impacted by the school’s focus on Jesus and
the Eucharist. (Photo by John Shaughnessy)

every part of the school’s efforts to celebrate the
importance of the Eucharist in a person’s life, including
the eucharistic procession.

“It was awesome how we all came together as
a school to process,” Ava says. “It was really cool
because the Eucharistic Congress
is happening this summer, and
people are processing to it from all
four corners of the country. And |
thought it was cool to have a mini-
experience of what will be happening
in our country. It was an amazing
opportunity to worship and see all of
your classmates gathering to worship
the same God as you.”

Ava’s first experience with
eucharistic adoration at Roncalli
came during finals’ week of her freshman year.

“| decided | would go because | heard it was really
calming, and that is definitely a stressful time. And it
was just amazing,” she says. “I loved being able to look
at God and have God look back at me because he’s truly
present in the Eucharist. So, I’ve continued that devotion.
It’s just amazing there are opportunities to grow closer in
my relationship to God and my relationship with Christ in
the Eucharist.”

It all leads to her goal of how she wants to live, how
she wants to bring the love of Christ to others.

“I’m always striving to love like Jesus did because he’s
the ultimate example of love,” says Ava, a member of
St. Jude Parish in Indianapolis.

“| strive to show that love to others. | desire to have a
full relationship with God and to have him be the center
of my life and not just a little part of my life that | just
access in certain times. | really want him to transform my
life. I try to make sure that all of my actions are because
of him—and to always live like him.” T
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From a beautiful transition to a lasting impact,
pastor sings the praises of Catholic education

By John Shaughnessy

The transition was quick and beautiful.

At the end of the school Mass, the children who packed
the church erupted in a joyous song of praise to God.

Moments later, that burst of joy was followed by a
reverent silence as Father Timothy Wyciskalla placed the
Eucharist in a monstrance and the children bowed their
heads and folded their hands in prayer during this time of
adoration.

In a way, that sudden transition captured what
Father Wyciskalla considers as the essence of Catholic
education—that it is rooted in the Eucharist.

“The benefit of Catholic education is that you have
the academic formation, but we can also do spiritual
formation—which as Catholics is rooted in the Eucharist.
Then what we get is really human formation,” says the
pastor of St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in Indianapolis.
“That’s the most important part of Catholic schools.

“And if there’s anything a Catholic school can do,
teaching the kids devotion to the Eucharist is the most
important, especially this year when we’re doing the
[National] Eucharistic Congress. It helps teach them,
especially the little ones, how sacred it is, how important
it is. They’re there in silence, in quiet time with Christ,
which 1 think is great.”

That emphasis on the Eucharist, his appreciation of
Catholic schools and his drive to help children draw closer
to Christ are among the reasons that the archdiocese’s Office
of Catholic Schools has nominated Father Wyciskalla for the
National Catholic Educational Association’s highest honor
for a pastor—its Lead, Learn, Proclaim Award.

His different ways of connecting with students already
make him beloved by St. Mark’s children, according to
the school principal, Jen Kocher.

“He goes above and beyond to be present in our school
and is a model for how to live your life—to become a
‘superhero saint,” ” she says. “He volunteered to be a

chaperone for our fourth-grade field trip to the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway and was the driver for the minibus.

“He often comes to many extracurricular and sporting
events to support students and demonstrate for them how
to support each other. His value for Catholic education
shows in all he does for our students and staff.”

That’s especially true in his spiritual approach to the
525 students at the school, Kocher says.

“Father Tim works closely with the school to teach our
students the many ways of practicing and modeling our
Catholic faith, such as adoration, Stations of the Cross,
praying the rosary and reconciliation,” the principal
says. “A perfect example of his leadership is the patience
and time he invests in training new [altar] servers for our
school and parish Masses.”

He also strives to be there for the school and the parish
in heartbreaking times. Last year, three tragedies involved
Burmese members of the parish and school community.

“A little boy going from kindergarten to first grade had a
drowning accident and passed away. Then a couple of parents
died very young of cancer,” Father Wyciskalla recalls.

“To see the way the kids came together to pray for
that situation and be there for the two kids who lost their
parents—to be an extension of Christ for them—was
incredibly powerful.”

That empathy in those tragedies also reflects how the
Burmese members have become such an integral part of
the parish and the school, the pastor says.

“The school and the parish have been revitalized by
the Burmese community,” he says. “They were religious
refugees, persecuted for being Catholic or Christian. The
parish was very welcoming to them. They were able to
find a home where they knew they could send their Kids
and their faith would be passed on. The faith for so many
of them is why they’re here. And we’re so blessed now
as well. It really grew the parish—not just with refugees
and immigrants from Myanmar, but a vibrant and diverse
parish also attracts others as well.”

LN RTINS YOG
Father Timothy Wyciskalla enjoys spending time with students
at St. Mark the Evangelist School in Indianapolis, giving him the
opportunity to talk about God and faith with them. (Submitted photo)

Father Wyciskalla gives a lot of credit to other people
for that growth and for the spirit that exists at St. Mark.

He credits former principal Rusty Albertson for
initially welcoming the Burmese families to the school
and current principal Kocher and her staff for being the
every-day ministers of the faith to the students from all
backgrounds. He also praises the impact of associate
pastor, Father Hau Hawm “John” Mang, for his ability
to speak to adult Burmese parishioners—and share the
sacraments with them—in their native language.

At the same time, Father Wyciskalla doesn’t
downplay his commitment to Catholic education and the
ever-extending ripple effects of its influence.

“Of all the parish ministries—and they’re all
important—I really think a Catholic school is the best at
getting us our next generation of Catholics because we’re
educating them, and we’re also able to give them the fullness
of human formation, which includes spiritual formation.

“A strong Catholic school is a strong parish, and it’s
also the future of that parish. 1t’s an incredibly important
ministry.” 1

\
Sl

Bisnop GHATARD HiGH ScHOOL

EDUCATING STUDENTS
OF THE NORTH DEANERY
THE ?ATHO_LIC FAITH

Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Christ the King

St. Joan of Arc

St. Lawrence St. Luke

St. Matthew

ARCHDIOCESE OF INDIANAPOLIS NORTH DEANERY SCHOOLS
CELEBRATE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK!

St. Pius X St. Thomas

Aquinas

St. Simon

5885 Crittenden Ave. | Indianapolis, IN 46220 | 317.251.1451 | www.BishopChatard.org

Page 6B | The Criterion | January 26, 2024



o
&

By Natalie Hoefer

“For the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve ...” (Mk 10:45)

Dedicated to the responsibility of joining with parents
to form children in imitation of Christ, Catholic schools
across central and southern Indiana impart the importance
of service to its students.

A random act of kindness. Writing a letter to a veteran.
Weeding a garden. Stocking shelves at a food pantry.
Whether as a class or school-wide endeavor, students at
Catholic schools in the archdiocese learn service through
practice throughout the academic year—and sometimes
beyond.

Following are highlights of how three Catholic schools
in the archdiocese—SS. Francis and Clare of Assisi in
Greenwood, Oldenburg Academy of the Immaculate
Conception in Oldenburg and Providence Cristo Rey
High School in Indianapolis—teach this essential
Christian value.

‘Serving in the parish and beyond’

At SS. Francis and Clare of Assisi, students learn
about faith in action by a monthly service program aptly
named “Faith in Action.”

Each month of the school year, a different grade level
participates in a service project, says principal Betty Popp.
“For our pre-school students, it may be as simple as
random acts of kindness, something they can wrap their
minds around,” she says. “Other classes might spearhead

a project that involves the whole school.”

Some projects are annual, like a toy drive for the Pro Vida
(Pro Life) ministry of St. Patrick Parish in Indianapolis or a
November food drive for the parish’s food pantry.

For the food drive, the coordinators of the pantry talk
with the students about “what purpose it serves, who it
serves and how they can get involved,” says Popp.

“The last time we did the food drive, it was the seventh
grade’s project for the month. Even though the whole
school comes together to donate and stock the pantry,
the seventh-graders got to go to Gleaners [Food Bank in
Indianapolis] to learn what they do and [to] go beyond
our campus.”

Projects have ranged from holding a baby shower for
the Gabriel Project’s mothers in need—including writing
the moms encouraging notes—to sending letters and

St
Students of Oldenburg Academy of the Inmaculate Conception
in Oldenburg care for the campus grounds on Earth Day, April 21,
2023, as part of an annual day of service to the school and local
community. (Submitted photo)

2024 Catholic Schools Week

Schools instill in students ‘the value of service
in the parish and beyond’

cards to veterans, to putting
together care packages for
children in an orphanage in
Romania.

One popular new project
last fall involved the Sisters
of St. Benedict at Our Lady
of Grace Monastery in Beech
Grove.

“Every class adopted a
sister, and they write back
and forth,” Popp explains.
“The sisters are excited, and
the kids just love it. 1t’s been
delightful.”

Whatever the monthly Faith
in Action project may be, “The
goal is for the kids to learn
about the greater needs of the
community and how they can
help even in simple ways,”
says Popp. “We hope to instill
in them the value of serving in
the parish and beyond.”

Students of Providence Cristo Rey High School in Indianapolis gather for a photo at Shepherd
Community Center in Indianapolis on Sept. 1, 2023, when students and faculty of the school

participated in its annual Day of Service. (Submitted photo)

Forming students into
‘servant-leaders’

That goal is echoed at Oldenburg Academy, where
service is promoted “for the students to realize that they
are a part of something much more than themselves,”
says principal Angie Parmer.

Some projects are built into the school year, such
as a focus on community service during each student’s
sophomore year or the school’s annual Earth Day
beautification project on the academy’s grounds and in
the town of Oldenburg.

Many athletic teams “take on charitable projects
throughout their season,” Parmer says.

“Our basketball teams adopted a family to buy
Christmas gifts for,” she says. “And our volley team does
“Volley for Hope,” where they chose a family in crisis and
collect money to help them.”

One form of service at the school is a program started
20 years ago by two seniors in which a student can adopt
a sister of the Third Order Regular Sisters of St. Francis.
The convent for the order, which founded Oldenburg
Academy, is located next to the school.

“Students have lunch with them twice a month, they
build fellowship and learn about each other,” explains the
school’s president, Annette Hunger. “It allows students to
learn about religious women, their mission and their own
years of service.”

She notes that service “is an important Franciscan value,
and as a Franciscan-founded school, it’s important to us.

“Our goal is to develop our students to be servant-leaders
not only while at the academy but as they launch out into the
world from college to career, that they understand what it
means to be a good servant-leader.”

‘Christ is present in everyone around us’

When it comes to promoting service at Providence
Cristo Rey High School, “Part of Catholic education is
that this is something we are called to do, something that
God models for us,” says Facundo Gonzalez Icardi, the
school’s director of campus ministry and student life.

To emphasize the importance of service, all of the
students, faculty and staff participate annually in “a
big day of service at the beginning of the year,” says
Gonzalez Icardi. “This year, we sent everyone to one of
14 organizations in Indianapolis.”

The school encourages students to take part in three
optional service projects per semester. The activities have
ranged from caring for the school grounds, writing letters
to those in the military and sending Christmas cards to
elderly citizens in the local community.

The senior theology class focuses on learning about
service, says Gonzalez Icardi.

“They learn the seven tenets of Catholic social
teaching,” he says. “And they come up with and lead a
service project for the school to carry out.”

Two years ago, he began offering a service immersion
spring break trip called Being Light and Salt Together, or
BLAST.

“l was surprised—we had nearly 50 applicants for the
24 spots within the first two weeks after the application
was posted,” says Gonzalez Icardi.

The weeklong service opportunity was built on four
pillars: service, spirituality (“time in reflection and
prayer”), simple living (“simple accommodations—we
even made our own meals—and no technology”) and
community (“spending time getting to know each other™).

“They really valued so much more after going on the
trip, seeing their own blessings,” Gonzalez Icardi says.
“They recognized that, regardless of how little they have,
they can still help others in the community. It doesn’t
have to be a trip—it’s something they can do in their own
community or church. It was really rewarding, seeing
them come to these realizations and hearing them share
with their peers.”

The school’s emphasis on service “all goes back to
our call as Catholics to be constantly ministering to those
around us by the example set by Christ,” he says. “Christ
is present in everyone around us. We have to follow the
model he laid out for us.” T

The chosen: two archdiocesan schools named national Blue Ribbon School

(Editor’s note: This story is a shortened
version of the original one that appeared
in The Criterion on Sept. 29, 2023.)

By Sean Gallagher

Two Catholic schools in the
archdiocese were named a national
Blue Ribbon School during this
academic year, adding to a 41-year
tradition of excellence.

St. Charles Borromeo School in
Bloomington and Bishop Chatard High
School in Indianapolis are the latest
recipients of the honor from the
U.S. Department of Education.

Only 11 schools in Indiana received
the recognition, with only three private
schools among them.

With St. Charles and Bishop Chatard
earning the distinction this year, schools

process.

every day.”

in the archdiocese have now received
39 Blue Ribbon School honors since the
program was started in 1982.

Blue Ribbon schools are recognized
for their academic excellence. To receive
the honor, they have to be nominated
by their state’s secretary of education
and pass through a rigorous application

“We are extremely excited for the
St. Charles Borromeo and Bishop Chatard
school communities for being honored
among the highest-performing schools
in the country,” said Brian Disney,
superintendent of Catholic schools in the
archdiocese. “In addition to academic
excellence, both schools are committed
to teaching and living their Catholic faith

John Hasty, Bishop Chatard’s
principal, viewed the Blue-Ribbon honor

place special.

“Our parents are invested in that
partnership. They’re invested in our
kids-first teachers. They share with us
their responsibility of human, spiritual and
academic formation of their children. That’s
a lot. I’ve been blown away by the amount
of trust and support in that partnership. It’s

a powerful community.”

as “an amazing acknowledgement of
the selflessness and commitment that

so many people here have made to
something far greater than themselves—
teachers, parents, students, staff across
the board. It affirmed what | already
knew was happening that makes this

Victoria Arther, St. Charles’
principal, viewed the Blue Ribbon
honor as a reflection of the sacrifices
that the school’s students, teachers and
administrators made in the fall of 2020

when, in the middle of the COVID-19
pandemic, it re-opened its doors when
surrounding public schools remained
closed.

“We kept on going as usual and did
not see a learning loss,” Arther said.
“Our kids kept pressing forward and did
a great job. It’s why we were able to get
this Blue-Ribbon recognition.”

At the same time, Arther knows that
the foundation for academic excellence
at St. Charles was laid long before the
pandemic.

“We do well, year in and year out,”
Avrther said. “Even before being a
Blue Ribbon School, we knew that we
had something really special here at
St. Charles. This is now going to allow
us to really highlight that with others.
It’s a distinct honor to be a Blue Ribbon
School.” t
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A touch of Providence guides principal in his response to students

By John Shaughnessy

Sixteen years have passed, but Steve Beyl has kept
all the cards and notes—physical reminders of the most
difficult and defining time of his life.

Just 27 then, Beyl was diagnosed with cancer, five
months after his wife Corinne gave birth to their son
Kramer.

Two surgeries and a draining round of chemotherapy
took a toll on his body. The devastating ordeal also
challenged his faith, which showed through in his
questioning of God during several conversations with
the chaplain of Our Lady of Providence High School in
Clarksville, where Beyl worked as a teacher that year—
2008.

Yet, amid that hardest time in his life came two strong
sources of faith, hope and love, starting with his wife,

a Providence classmate whom he began dating in 1999,
near the end of their senior year.

“She’s the unsung hero of all of this,” he says. “We
had been married three years at the time. On our third
anniversary, | was getting chemo.

“She was somehow able to manage a full-time job as a
teacher, being a first-time mom and taking care of a husband
with cancer. I’m in awe of how she handled all of that.”

He’s also still in awe of the support that the
Providence community gave him then. He’s still touched
by the Masses that were offered for his recovery. And it’s
why he still keeps all the cards and notes from students,
their parents and staff members who encouraged him and
shared that they were praying for him.

“| tell people that early on, | wasn’t in a good place.
But | came around. I could see the beauty in it,”
he says.

“l could see the people here cared for me as a person,
cared for me as a friend. It meant everything to get that
from the school, the community, the parents, the Kids.

It gave me something to live for—and something to get
back for. It left an impact of what it means to work in a
Catholic school. Because of all that, | was able to use my
faith to help me get through everything.”

“They have to feel we value them’

Fast forward from 2008 to 2024, a time when Beyl is
in his second year as the principal of Providence. Sixteen
years may have passed, but the memory of that time in
his life guides him in the approach he takes to the 371
students at the school.

“It starts with just knowing the students, that | see
them for who they are and where they are,” Beyl says.

“When kids know | know their name—and they
know that | know what they do in school and outside
school—it breaks down barriers. It lets them initiate
conversations with me if there are things they are
struggling with or they need to talk about. That’s the
goal—making the kids feel comfortable and letting them
know that we’re here to help them any way we can.
They have to feel we value them first or we’ll never be
able to do that.

“We have learned things that you would never suspect
that are going on in a student’s life. Students that are
struggling with challenges that | would not have been
able to handle as a high school student.”

In dealing with those realities that touch every school,
Beyl says he and his staff strive to approach them from a
foundation of building trust.

“Parents and kids sometimes share sensitive things
with me and my team, and they wouldn’t do that if they
didn’t trust us. That’s a privilege | don’t take lightly,” he
says. “It helps that we are aware of what’s going on for
that student. It might be nothing more than that next time
you’re in the hallway or the cafeteria and you see them,
you make sure they’re doing OK.”

Beyl knows how important that feeling can be. The
feeling of family and community that has long been a
major part of Providence changed his life.

It’s a life now that includes his marriage of 18 years
to Corinne, who is in her 13th year of teaching at
Providence; a life that includes 15-year-old Kramer who
is in his freshman year at Providence; a life that includes
their 10-year-old son Truman, a fourth-grade student at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in New Albany.

It’s also a life centered around a continuing connection
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Married 18 years, after being classmates at Our Lady of
Providence High School in Clarksville, Steve and Corinne Beyl
continue to be tied to the school as educators. Steve is principal
while Corinne is a Spanish teacher. Their son Kramer is a
freshman at Providence while Truman is a fourth-grade student at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in New Albany. (Submitted photo)

between the Catholic faith and a Catholic education that
has shaped him.

“If I wasn’t in a Catholic school, | wouldn’t be able
to visit our chapel in the morning to speak to God about
whatever is on my mind—whatever challenges | may be
facing, whatever challenges the school many be facing,
whatever struggles the students may be facing.

“It’s a comfort and a blessing to discuss our faith, to
share our faith and make that part of the overall education
experience. It’s woven into everything we do here.

“I’m just grateful for what Providence has done for
me.” T
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By John Shaughnessy

As soon as she walks into the school building, Kristen
Christenberry focuses on her main goal for her life and
her primary hope for her students.

“1 want my words and actions to reflect my love for
God,” says Christenberry, who has taught in Catholic
schools for 17 years. “I never want anyone to question
whether or not | am a Christian. Jesus said in the Gospel
of John, ‘As | have loved you, so you should love one
another. This is how all will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another’ (Jn 13:34-35).

“This is something that | promote in my classroom
every single year, as | invite students to have their own
relationship with Jesus.”

As a teacher at St. Monica School in Indianapolis,
Christenberry has also always strived to create close
relationships with her students, even going the extra
mile during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic when
instruction went completely virtual.

“Kristen went to the homes of high-need students to
ensure they had face-to-face check-in and instruction,”
notes Eric Schommer, St. Monica’s principal. “Our
children in her care know they are loved by God.”

That quality shines through in a story from her days as a
first-grade teacher, when one of her students was struggling
with sight words and reading in the classroom—even though
the child’s mother said he was able to do both at home.

“l decided to meet with the student at his home, with
mom’s permission,” says Christenberry, a finalist for last
year’s Saint Theodora Excellence in Education Award, the
highest honor that the archdiocese gives to an educator.

“l suspected that he wasn’t able to focus in the
classroom long enough to work with me. At his home,
we would read and work on sight words. Mom was right.
Her child was reading. Seeing how he was able to have
success in his kitchen helped me know what | needed to
change to work with him at school.”

2024 Catholic Schools Weel

As she leads by example, a teacher hopes
her students choose Jesus in their hearts

‘It’s a whole different level of
awesome’

In nominating Christenberry for the
award, one parent noted, “She meets
every child where they are physically,
mentally, spiritually and emotionally,
and pushes them in a loving manner to
achieve and become more.”

That level of attentive caring also
shows in the way that Christenberry, a
mother of two, looks out for children
in a school where students come
from diverse backgrounds of race,
economics and ethnicity, and where a
number of students have special needs.

“l have had children in my class
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with disabilities, including ADHD
[Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder], emotional disorders, autism
and Down syndrome,” she says. “With
each new year, | learn more about these children and
understand better how to teach them successfully.”

That personal connection extends to watching out
for students who come from families who struggle
economically. If she notices a child doesn’t have a warm
winter coat and hat, she’ll work to find them for the child.

She also pays close attention to her students’ families
at Christmas, ever since one of her students returned from
Christmas break and told her and his classmates that what
he got for Christmas was a carpet for his bedroom.

“| talked to the mom, and she said, “We had no money,
we needed the carpet.” After that, | started reaching out to
families to find out if they needed any assistance for gifts
for their kids.”

After years of teaching first grade, Christenberry
requested to teach sixth-grade students for this school year.
“l could not tell you which grade I love better. | love

them both equally for different reasons,” she says. “You

Kristen Christenberry has a close bond with her students as she strives to help them
have a personal relationship with Jesus. (Photo by John Shaughnessy)

nbranc
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really have to work hard with sixth-graders because they
don’t buy in as easily as a first-grader does. When the
sixth-graders finally allow you to get to them and they
have that a-ha moment or you see they are finally making
the connections, it’s a whole different level of awesome.”

She especially strives for these break-through moments
as she integrates the Catholic faith into every part of the
school day.

“Ultimately, it comes down to preparing our students
to know and love God so that they can go out into the
world and be the face of God,” she says. “My goal as a
Catholic school teacher is for each and every one of my
students to leave my classroom knowing how much God
loves them and how to build a relationship with him. |
hope that someday they choose Jesus Christ in their heart.

“The earlier we start them having a love for God, the
hope is that each year it flourishes a little more. 1 try
every day to lead by example.” t
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Curious children lead a teacher to a ‘home’ where God wants her to be

By John Shaughnessy

As she looks back on the choice that has come to
define her life, Cassie Echegaray has a group of curious
fourth-graders to thank.

At the time, she was completing her student teaching in a
public school—a time when she was trying to decide where
she would apply for a permanent teaching position. Amid
that soul searching, a conversation with her fourth-grade
students in the public school became a deciding factor.

She was asked three questions by the children: Do you
believe in God? What is your faith? Where do you go to
church?

“They were curious fourth-graders,” she recalls about
that moment nine years ago. “Sadly, | had to simply
reply, ‘I am not allowed to discuss those things with you.’

“This short conversation weighed heavily on me and
ultimately pushed me to apply to Catholic schools.”

Ever since, Echegaray has been a teacher at Little
Flower School—the place she calls “home,” the place
where she believes God wants her to be.

“l do not see it as teaching. | see it as living out the
vocation that God had planned for me,” says Echegaray,
one of the finalists for the 2023 Saint Theodora
Excellence in Education Award, the highest honor the
archdiocese gives an educator. “Day in and day out, my
students see me living out my faith through my work.

“They know the passion and love that | have for
my vocation. They know that | will be there for them
regardless of the situation, and that | will do whatever it
takes for the school community.”

Echegaray teaches the subject she loves—math—to
third-,fourth- and fifth-grade students at Little Flower, the
Indianapolis school named in honor of St. Therese of the
Infant Jesus.

“I love this age group because they’re old enough to
understand some harder things, yet they’re young enough
to have fun with it, to get up and do dance moves with,
whatever the topic is.

“l love being able to make learning fun for them. I’ve
had some phenomenal teachers through the years. And

when | look back, the ones who were most meaningful
made it fun. | love for my students to feel confident in
themselves, to get those lightbulb moments, and just
see the excitement on their faces when they understand
something.”

She also loves finding ways to share her faith in her
math classes and her religion class with her fifth-graders.

“l can share my faith journey with them and help
them to see that they can make a difference even at their
age,” she says. “I have found that if we allow them to be
curious, ask questions about their faith, and be honest
about our own understanding, then they gain so much
more insight and awe about the Catholic faith.”

Her approach includes sometimes sharing her struggles.

“l always make sure they know there are going to be
times in your life where you’re stronger in your faith, and
other times where you’re a little bit further away from
the Church and less active. | tell them for me, college
was really hard. My faith wasn’t a priority. And then how
| came back once | was engaged to be married in 2013.
That’s when | was jumping in, diving in.

“| tell them that when 1I’m struggling with something,
the first thing that I do is pray to God, that | can see what
his vision for me is. I also tell them that’s why | got into
teaching. It was something that kept pulling at me, and
| finally listened to God. And ultimately it led me to a
Catholic school.”

As Little Flower’s principal, Kevin Gawrys is
thrilled it did. In nominating Echegaray for the Saint
Theodora honor, he shared this insight: “Students,
teachers and parents are all drawn to Cassie because
she is a ‘bucket-filler.” She is able to see the needs of
others and fill them. Her commitment to her Church
and her faith are obvious. She began a program to
provide all fifth-graders with their very own Bible.”

Her influence continues into the parish community.

A parent of three young children—ages 8, 6 and 3—
with her hushand Kevin, she has served as president of
the parish council, volunteered as a basketball coach in
the archdiocese’s Catholic Youth Organization, shares
Christ’s body and blood as an extraordinary minister of

o
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The combination of joy and faith marks the approach of Cassie
Echegaray in teaching her students at St. Therese of the Infant
Jesus (Little Flower) School in Indianapolis. (Photo by John
Shaughnessy)

holy Communion, and leads students in volunteering at a
food pantry.

She views her approach as striving to live life “as
St. Therese lived hers.”

“My students are able to see me practicing my faith
at Mass, volunteering at parish events, leading faith
discussions, praying, and giving grace to others, even
in times of distress,” says the 2007 graduate of Father
Thomas Scecina Memorial High School in Indianapolis.

“Living out Christ’s teachings is the most effective
way to share our faith with others and impact the world,
especially impressionable children.”

Living Christ’s teachings has also left an impact on
her—on her teaching and her life.

“My faith is a lot stronger than where it was 10 years
ago. | used to have a lot of anxiety about just a lot of
different stuff. Over the last 10 years, just growing closer
to God and learning more, especially with teaching,

I notice that a lot of things | was anxious about have
dissipated. | feel those burdens are lifted off me now
because of my faith.” t
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By Natalie Hoefer

A bag of snacks can go a long way to help a student
facing food insecurity on the weekend.

A pantry with food staples and healthy options to help
feed the whole family throughout the week can go even
further.

Those benefits are being felt by families of students of
the three Mother Theodore Catholic Academies (MTCA)
in Indianapolis’ inner city.

With help from a donation, the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul and Gleaners Food Bank, both in Indianapolis,
two of the MTCA schools opened a food pantry for
students’ families last fall, and the third is scheduled to
open by February.

“Instead of buying retail,
prepackaged snack food for a handful
of students, we can provide much
more food to every school family,”
says Elizabeth Ewing, MTCA
nutrition program manager. “And
in addition to feeding [students]
three meals a day, we’re able to
provide them food for evenings and
weekends.”

The new program is made possible
in large part by a multi-year donation
to purchase food for MTCA students at risk of the
negative impacts from weekend food insecurity.

Elizabeth Ewing

‘It’s a better fit for our families’

For the last several years, MTCA has had “a weekend
program that was funded by a very generous donor
where we had a team of volunteers assemble bags of
kid-friendly food for students facing food insecurity on
the weekends,” Ewing explains. “Those children were
identified at each school by [its] social worker and
principal.”

It was a helpful program, but Ewing desired to do
more.

“Those kids getting bags, maybe they had siblings

2024 Catholic Schools Week

MTCA food pantries relieve hunger, stress of students and families

at home that weren’t getting a
bag,” she says. “Now this child

is obligated to share their food,

S0 now we’re not even meeting
the needs of that one child. Some
children even felt the need to hide
the food.”

What if there was a way to help
not just more students but their
families too? Ewing wondered.

She spoke with the donor about
the idea of creating a pantry in each
of the MTCA schools—Central
Catholic, Holy Angels and St.
Philip Neri—with the donated funds
supplying healthy food and grocery
basics for a student’s entire family.

“It gives the ability to provide
food to students back to the
parents,” Ewing says. “And it allows
us to meet the need of the whole
household, which in turn allows us
to serve that individual child better.”

The donor was on board.

Gleaners donated a refrigerator,
freezer and shelving for the pantry
at St. Philip Neri, while St. Vincent
de Paul and an associated donor

provided the refrigerators, freezers
shelving and more for Central
Catholic’s and Holy Angels’ food
pantries.

“With this equipment, instead of just offering shelf-
stable food, we can provide milk, meat, eggs, cheese and
other freezer and refrigerated items,” says Ewing. “It’s a
better fit for our families.”

‘Worked out great to meet their needs’

To make the fit even better, each school can tailor how
to operate its food pantry and offer demographic-specific
food.

Teachers and staff of St. Matthew the Apostle School in Indianapolis assemble “birthday-
in-a-box” kits for the food pantry at St. Philip Neri School in Indianapolis, a Mother Theodore
Catholic Academy, on Dec. 5. (Submitted photo)

For instance, St. Philip Neri was able to create space
enough to make theirs a client-choice pantry. It is open
for two hours after student dismissal twice a month, “as
well as on an as-needed basis if a family is in crisis,”
Ewing notes.

At Central Catholic, the school “is full, jam packed—
which is great,” says school social worker Kay Holland.
“But we didn’t have space to do a client choice pantry.”

See MTCA, page 14B
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Volunteerism helps create a ‘tamily feel’
between a parish and its school

By Sean Gallagher

Parish schools everywhere depend on the volunteer
help they get from members of the faith community that
sponsor it.

But for Amy Wilson, the principal of St. Roch School
in Indianapolis, that reality goes far beyond simply
making sure that lunchroom duty is accounted for or
well-trained hands are found for a renovation project.

She’s led the school of the Indianapolis South Deanery
faith community for the past seven years and has been on
its staff for 23.

During that time, she’s seen countless times how
the ministry of the school is wholly integrated into the
service of the parish as a whole.

“There’s always been, in my opinion, that connection
between the parish and the school,” Wilson said. “We
want for nothing because of our parish. The school
thrives because of the parishioners who put so much time
and love into it.”

Father Douglas Hunter, who has led St. Roch Parish
since 2018, agrees, saying that the school “allows us to
truly live out our faith.

“It’s an active participation not only in the Eucharist,
but in life outside of a church building.”

Doing small things with great love

Most of the time, the help that members of
St. Roch Parish give to its school happens in small ways
that can easily go unnoticed. It might be the parish’s
women’s club donating paper towels and tissues for use
in classrooms, the school’s parent-teacher organization
coordinating a Halloween party or volunteers staffing the
cafeteria at lunchtime.

“St. Teresa of Calcutta said to do small things with
great love,” Wilson said. “That’s what St. Roch does. And
all of those small things multiply. It’s like a snowball.”

Getting parents, grandparents and other parishioners to
give time to the school in small ways frees up teachers to
put more of their focus on instruction, Wilson added.

“It’s our goal to make sure that they have as much time
during the day as they can,” she said. “Our volunteers
help us to be able to do that. Without them, we’d have
to have two or three teachers down in the cafeteria every
lunch to help.”

Lori Tobin once had grandchildren who were students
at St. Roch. Although they’re no longer there, she
continues to volunteer at the school because she sees the
effect that she and fellow volunteers have on the students.

“The kids have a sense of security around us,” Tobin
said. “They want to tell us stories like they would tell
their grandma. There’s a comfort, a compassion and
energy here. They want a hug. And they know that if they
have a problem that they’ll be helped.”

Wilson noted that the students witnessing the
generosity of the volunteers in the school is an important
part of the formation in the faith they receive there.

“It forms them into the disciples that we want them
to be,” she said. “Our job here is to get them to heaven,
to make them saints. These kids witness these people

coming in and showing
what it’s like to be a
true-life disciple.”

“That’s such a big part of
our faith’

The test of a true
disciple sometimes happens
when hard times arrive.
For Christina Murray, the
community at St. Roch
passed that test with flying
colors.

Cam, her youngest child
and now a kindergartner at
St. Roch, was diagnosed
with leukemia last year.

When the diagnosis
became known in the
St. Roch community,
support came flooding in.

Around the same
time, another family in
the school community—
one that had helped the
Murray family after Cam’s
diagnosis—had a child
develop a serious illness.

“We did a meal train for
months,” Wilson said. “We
did a prayer service where
a lot of the parish came
out and prayed with us
for [the sick children]. It’s

been amazing to watch this
parish rally around these
families.”

“l can’t describe the support we have had from our
St. Roch community,” Murray said, holding back tears.
“It just speaks to St. Roch as a family. Everyone is like
my family. It extends so far beyond the walls of the
school. It’s the people.”

Although the support given to and through the school
has great personal meaning for Murray, she knows
how much it means to the school’s mission, serving
as she does as president of the school’s parent-teacher
organization.

“That volunteerism makes it really easy as a parent to
say to my kids that they have to be a part of something
bigger than themselves,” she said. “That’s such a big part
of our faith.”

“That family feel’

The service that a broad array of people give to
St. Roch contributes to building a strong community that
then becomes a seedbed for strong faith.

Seminarian Samuel Hansen experienced that as a
student at St. Roch in the connections he made with staff
members and volunteer coaches, many of whom came
from families with a long and continuing history in the

Mila Baker, left, a pre-kindergarten student at St. Roch School in Indianapolis, smiles during a lunch
period at Lori Tobin, a member of St. Roch Parish who volunteers in the school’s cafeteria. (Submitted photo)

parish and its school.

“It really had a family feel,” said Hansen, who is in
formation for the priesthood at Saint Meinrad Seminary
and School of Theology in St. Meinrad. “I still see that
when | come back. A lot of the same families are here.
It’s incredible.”

Looking back on what led to his discernment of a
possible priestly call, he gives a lot of credit to what he
experienced at St. Roch.

“My conception of ministry began here with coaches,
teachers and lunch ladies, people doing small things,”
Hansen said. “Ministry is doing God’s will. | saw that
here long before | considered the priesthood.”

The strength of the community in St. Roch and its
school has built ties that have bound many in it for a long
time, said Wilson.

Although she’s been on the school’s staff for 23 years,
she said there are many others who have more seniority
there than she does.

“People come in and they stay,” Wilson said. “That’s a
testament to this community. We’ve built something here
that people want to be a part of. | think that’s what makes
St. Roch so special.” T

MTCA

continued from page 13B

As coordinator of the food pantry, she
devised a drive-through plan where 68
identified families receive a bag of food
while picking up their children after
school. She includes a recipe card that
uses the items in that week’s bag.

Ewing stopped by one day to observe
the process.

“They had families set up to receive
food, and then there were a few
additional families that walked up and
said, ‘Hey, I’m not on the list to receive
this week, but | need something,” ” she
says. “It worked out great to meet their
needs.”

Food for the pantries is purchased
at a reduced rate from Gleaners
using funds from the food-designated
donation. Each MTCA pantry
coordinator orders separately, allowing
them to provide food based on the
unique needs and preferences of their
school’s community.

Holland and Liz Davis, social
worker and food pantry coordinator

for St. Philip Neri, appreciate the free
milk, eggs and fresh produce that
Gleaners also offers.

Davis says a recent delivery by
Gleaners “had apples, melons,
onions, blueberries and sweet potatoes.
We set up five or six long tables at
dismissal, so as families drove into the
parking lot to get their kids, they could
come get whatever they needed. We
had enough for all of our families and
nothing left over.”

Holland notes those are “the kind
of expensive, healthy foods that are so
good for us and that families struggle to
get.”

“They’re able to focus on school’

Such food is important for students
and families on several levels.

“Physically, it just helps them be able
to have that healthy body and healthy
brain to learn,” says Holland.

And not being hungry helps students
learn, Davis adds.

“If kids aren’t coming to school
hungry or have to go home hungry in
the evening, they’re able to focus on
school,” she says. “That overall can have

an impact on their academics.

“| think it has overall impact on
mood, too. People joke about being
‘hangry’ [angry from hunger], but it’s
true. If you’re hungry, you don’t want
to do what you need to do. If that’s not
an issue, students are more able to relax
and take part in what’s happening in
school.”

As for families, says Davis, “It’s good
for them not to have to worry about
where food will come from, so they
don’t have to stretch their budget. If you
have to worry about how basic needs
will be met, that adds to all the other
stressors they have in their lives. If we
can relieve that in just this simple way,
that’s huge.”

Even helping families provide a
birthday celebration for their children
helps relieve anxiety. The teachers and
staff of St. Matthew the Apostle School
in Indianapolis recently put together
60 “birthday-in-a-box” Kits with
everything needed to make a cake—
including a foil pan—plus frosting,
candles and a balloon, and donated them
to St. Philip Neri’s pantry.

Ewing’s list of gratitude surrounding

the MTCA food pantries is long. It
includes the generosity of those donating
funds and equipment, volunteers and

her nutrition staff, who have “really
gone above and beyond their duties as
nutrition employees and serving our
kids. I’m super proud of them, and | love
the team—they’re very special people,
and every day I’m just so grateful I get
to work with MTCA.”

Perhaps most rewarding is the
gratitude of the families.

“They are so grateful and awed by the
food that we’re able to get them,” says
Holland. “I get so many ‘Thank yous,’
‘God bless yous’ and ‘This makes a big
difference to my family.’

“It just makes me feel really good
that we can do something so beneficial
to our students and families.”

(For more information on Mother
Theodore Catholic Academies, go to
mtcaschools.org. To donate money for
household items for the MTCA pantries
such as paper towels, toilet paper, soap,
laundry detergent, etc., contact Elizabeth
Ewing at 317-236-1584 or eewing@

archindy.org.) t
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A year of celebrating the fun and friendships
of the Catholic Youth Organization

Catholic high schools continue their success in sports

By John Shaughnessy

In any given year, sports teams and individuals
of Catholic high schools in the archdiocese always
compete—and often win—state championships.

That reality has once again been true this school year.

Cameron Todd of Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School
in Indianapolis started the state championship success
by winning Indiana’s cross country state championship
for boys on Oct. 28 in Terre Haute. His winning time of
14 minutes, 55.5 seconds on the 5-kilometer course was
the seventh-fastest time in the history of the state meet.

The girls’ volleyball team of Our Lady of Providence
High School in Clarksville earned Indiana’s Class 3A
state championship on Nov. 4, beating the previously
top-ranked team of Bellmont High School. The state
championship was the second in a row for Providence’s
volleyball program and the fifth one in the past 11 seasons
under the leadership of head coach Terri Purichia.

The football team of Bishop Chatard High School
in Indianapolis also won Indiana’s Class 3A state
championship, defeating the team from Heritage Hills
High School on Nov. 25. It was also the second in a
row for the Trojans and the fourth in the past five years
under the leadership of head coach Rob Doyle.

Both coaches saluted the influence of their seniors.

“They’re such a committed group and their

dedication just has shown in so many ways,” Purichia
said about her 10 seniors. “They’re also really good
students. All 10 of them are Academic All-State.
They’re leaders of the school and leaders in the
classroom. They’re just great, great people who have
done so many awesome things for our program.”

Doyle had similar praise for the Bishop Chatard
seniors who led the team to a perfect 15-0 record.

Describing the seniors as smart and hardworking,
Doyle added, “Our seniors were willing to help the
younger guys and bring them along. | think it’s really
important when your best players are generous to
those who are younger than them. When you can bring
someone else along with you and help them out, it
makes for a pretty full life.”

Other teams and individuals from Catholic schools in
the archdiocese also had notable sports seasons.

In girls’ cross country, Julia Score of Bishop Chatard
finished third in the state championship meet.

In football, Providence’s team went undefeated
during its regular season.

In soccer, the boys’ team of Cathedral High
School in Indianapolis made it to the championship
game of the state’s Class 3A tournament, finishing
as runners-up.

The Cathedral girls’ soccer team was among the final
four teams in the state’s Class 3A championship. And

Cameron Todd of Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School in
Indianapolis surges toward victory in Indiana’s cross country
state championship meet for boys in Terre Haute on Oct. 28.
(Submitted photo)

the boys’ soccer team of Brebeuf Jesuit made it to the
final four of the state’s Class 2A tournament.

In girls’ volleyball, the team of Father Thomas

Scecina Memorial High School in Indianapolis was
among the final four teams in the state’s Class 2A
tournament while the team from Roncalli High School
in Indianapolis also achieved that distinction in the
state’s Class 4A tournament. T
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Indiana’s ‘Choice’ program helps families seeking a Catholic education

By John Shaughnessy

John Elcesser allows himself a small smile when he
talks about the expansion of Indiana’s school choice
program, a program which now makes 97% of the state’s
families eligible to choose the school they believe is the
best fit for their daughter or son.

“It’s about time,” says a smiling Elcesser, the executive
director of the Indiana Non-Public Education Association
(INPEA), which represents the state’s more than 400
non-public schools, including 175 Catholic schools.

The statistics already show the impact that has resulted
from the Indiana General Assembly’s decision last spring
to expand the school choice program and to simplify the
process for families to take advantage of that opportunity.

“Last year, we had about 53,000 students participating
in the Choice Scholarship program,” Elcesser says. “This
year, it’s over 69,000. So, there’s significant growth in the
participation of the program.”

Beyond the numbers, Elcesser also knows the impact
that the state’s commitment to school choice has made to
Indiana families.

“I’ve gotten to meet with families whose lives have
been changed, who never thought they’d be able to
afford private schools, let alone a faith-based or Catholic
school,” he says. “And there’s lots of those stories. Those
are what keep you moving forward.”

The state legislature’s decision to expand the
Choice Scholarship program is the latest development
in providing school vouchers for Indiana families, an
opportunity that first was made available to low-income
families in 2011.

Now, nearly all families in the state are eligible for the
Choice Scholarship program. As an example, a student
from a family of four that earns up to $220,000 annually
can receive a Choice Scholarship or voucher to attend any
school the family chooses.

“Legislators are finally realizing that all families
are taxpayers, and that tax dollars are not owned by a
particular entity,” Elcesser says. “They are funds that
everybody contributes to, to the support of things like
education.

“In 2011, the focus was to provide choice
opportunities for folks who could not afford it. But that
paradigm has shifted in the last couple legislative sessions
to the point of, *Yes, we accomplished that. Families who
couldn’t afford it now have that opportunity in varying
degrees. Now the paradigm is that every family should
be able to use a small percentage of their state tax dollars

to support their private school choice or to support other
families’ private school choice.” ”

Elcesser shared that belief in his efforts to convince state
legislators to expand the Choice Scholarship program.

“When we look at the overall $44.3 billion budget,
we’re talking about less than 2% going to the Choice
Scholarship program,” he says. “And one of the things
I’ve shared with folks too—and what | said to the
Senate funding committee—was | was a Catholic school
principal and a Catholic school superintendent, so it was
a no-brainer that my kids were going to Catholic school,
kindergarten through 12.

“In those years, | paid tuition, and I paid my taxes,
and | knew | needed those taxes to support our public
educational system because we need to have quality
public schools. It’s essential to the state. But | also have
no problem with less than 2% of my tax dollars going to
support private school choice.”

Elcesser stresses that there’s a cost-benefit in school
choice for the state, too. Since qualifying students can
receive up to 90% of the local per-student state funding
amount, “the state saves 10% of what they would have
been paying if that student had been going into a public
school,” he says.

Besides expanding the program to include families
from nearly all economic backgrounds, state legislators
also simplified the process to be eligible for a Choice
Scholarship. They removed certain “tracks” or
qualifications that families previously needed to meet.

“l used to joke with people that it takes a Ph.D. to
understand who’s eligible,” Elcesser says. “The only
way Kindergarten kids were eligible were if they had a
sibling who was already getting a voucher. By removing
the tracks, not only does it open the door for additional
families, but it simplifies the program.”

As pleased as he is with the expansion of the school
choice program, Elcesser says there’s another goal to
reach—making school choice available to 100% of
Indiana families.

“I think there are seven or eight states now that have
universal choice. Indiana has historically been leading the
way, S0 how we want to catch up,” he says about his hope
when the legislature makes its next biennial budget in 2025.

It’s a goal he’s been striving toward since 2008, when
he started working for INPEA, which was then under the
leadership of Glenn Tebbe.

“| feel very blessed,” Elcesser says. “People like Glenn
Tebbe and others worked for many years to get us toward
this point. I’'m a small cog in a very large wheel, but when

o~
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As the executive director of the Indiana Non-Public Education
Association, John Elcesser is striving to make school choice
available to 100% of Indiana families. (Photo by Andrea Anderson of the
Indiana Non-Public Education Association)

I go to bed at night, | feel like we’ve done something to
make a difference in families’ lives. So, there’s a personal
satisfaction in that. But we’re not done.”

There’s also one more goal he has, a reflection of
all the years he dedicated to Catholic education since
1979—as a teacher of children with special needs, an
elementary school teacher, a high school principal, and
as superintendent of Catholic schools in the dioceses of
Wheeling-Charlestown, W. Va., and Richmond, Va.

“We always have to be cautious that we protect some
degree of our independence, and in particular that we
protect our mission. | say all the time, there’s been a lot
of give and take. Our schools take the state test, they do
all this reporting to the state, and there’s regulations that
come with it. But the line in the sand is always, ‘Don’t
mess with our mission.’

“We’ve been able to protect that. We should be able to
operate out of our faith, beliefs and values.” t

Tax-credit scholarships now available for early childhood education programs

By Sean Gallagher

For Kathryn Kutan, educational choice is not just
near and dear to her heart. It’s personal.

When the state taxpayer-funded Choice Scholarships
(commonly known as vouchers) were first made
available in 2011, her son was in the eighth grade at
St. Lawrence School in Indianapolis.

“He was able to attend a Catholic high school
because of that voucher,” Kutan recalled with gratitude.
“School choice is deep in my heart.”

As the director of St. Lawrence’s early childhood
program, she is well acquainted with how educational
choice has a positive effect on many families.

Kutan has been involved in educating 3- and 4-year-
olds at St. Lawrence for more than 20 years.

“I’m seeing more and more of our children in early
childhood who can afford to continue their education at
St. Lawrence,” she said. “So, | get to see them grow up
until eighth-grade graduation. I usually give them a gift
and a last hug goodbye. It’s amazing.”

While Choice Scholarships are not available for
pre-kindergarten programs, there are other state-funded
supports for early childhood education.

Those were expanded last year by the Indiana
General Assembly when it allowed scholarship granting
organizations (SGOs) to award scholarships to families
with 4-year-old students in pre-kindergarten programs.

The state encourages contributions to SGOs by
offering a 50% tax credit on such donations, with an
overall cap of $18.5 million on the tax credits.

The state legislature giving SGOs the ability to award
scholarships for early childhood programs last spring
was overshadowed by its expansion of the income
guidelines for vouchers, making them now available to
nearly all Hoosier families.

Kutan knew of the added support for early childhood
education, though, and was grateful.

“It’s been a phenomenal year for early childhood
education,” she said.

Sarah Watson previously was a colleague of Kutan at
St. Lawrence, serving as the school’s principal. The two
of them together worked to bolster St. Lawrence’s early
childhood program.

Watson is now an assistant school superintendent
for the archdiocese, focusing on elementary education.
She sees the newly added support for pre-kindergarten
programs as another pathway for families to be eligible
for a voucher for their children’s further education.

“By allowing tax credit scholarships for the
preschool-aged children of our archdiocese, we open
the door for Catholic education to many more families,”
Watson said. “Using these funds in preschool allows
students to be eligible for Choice Scholarships as early
as kindergarten, affording them an additional two years
of Catholic education.”

Kutan knows well the positive impact that early
childhood education can have. English is a new language
for about half of the preschool students at St. Lawrence,
with many of them speaking only Spanish. She added
that there is a growing number of students of a Haitian
background whose primary language is Creole.

“l had some children who started pre-school
knowing no English that are now in the second or third
grade who are further along than some of our kids who
started in kindergarten or first grade,” Kutan said. “It
proves how important early childhood education is in a
quality program.”

Watson agreed.

“Early learning paves the way for a strong
educational foundation for life,” she said. “Strong
early learning foundations, which our Catholic schools
provide, help children develop skills spiritually,
physically, socially and emotionally. Thus, they are
ready to begin learning their math facts and alphabet on
day one of kindergarten.”

John Elcesser, executive director of the Indiana
Non-Public Education Association, has long been
an advocate for educational choice at the Indiana
Statehouse and was on hand during last year’s General

Katryn Kutan, director of early childhood education at
St. Lawrence School in Indianapolis, works with Nahomy
Brigitte Sanchez, a student in the program. (Submitted photo)

Assembly session to back allowing SGO scholarships
for early childhood programs.

“Preschool costs can be challenging for some
families, and since voucher funding is not available
at that level, shifting the use of private donations
through an SGO again seemed logical,” Elcesser said.
“Some also believe that allowing funds to be used in
preschool may encourage another sector of donors with
a commitment to early childhood.”

Watson sees the availability of SGO preschool
scholarships as one more way to support the overall
mission of Catholic education.

“When our schools can help families pay for this
education through tax credit scholarships, we are not only
serving our students better,” she said, “we are meeting the
mission of the school and the global Church.”

(Contact your local Catholic school to learn more
about receiving a scholarship from a scholarship
granting organization for a 4-year-old preschool
program or about how to contribute to an SGO.) T
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How to afford
A CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION

Understanding Tax Credit Scholarships and Indiana School Vouchers

| meet these eligibility requirements:

* Indiana resident
* Must be 5 years of age by Oct. 1
* Apply from March 1 through Sept. 1
* My family meets the financial eligibility criteria (see chart below)

y

K-12 SCHOOL CHOICE SCHOLARSHIP (VOUCHERS)

What is an Indiana School Choice Scholarship (Voucher)?

A Voucher is a state-funded scholarship that helps cover the cost of tuition at a private school. Qualifying students in grades K-12 can receive up to 90% of the local
per-student state funding amount.

How do | apply for an Indiana School Choice Scholarship (Voucher)?
1. To see how much tuition assistance you are eligible for, first register at your Catholic school of choice.
2. Families can apply for both the Tax Credit Scholarship (SGO) and the Choice Scholarship (Voucher) Program at the Catholic school of their choice.

A new Education Scholarship Account program, serving students with special needs, was introduced this year. For more information, visit www.in.gov/tos/inesa/home.

“On My Way” Pre-K vouchers, operated by FSSA, are available at participating schools/programs in all Indiana counties.

For more information, log onto www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/4932.htm.

\

| meet these eligibility requirements:

* Indiana resident
* Must be 4 years of age by Aug. 1
* My family is at least 400% or below the Federal Free and
Reduced Lunch Income Guidelines* (see chart)

. I
TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP & What are Tax Credit Scholarships?
The Indiana Tax Credit Scholarship Program provides scholarship support to
VOUCHER INCOME ELIGIBILITY families who want to enroll their children in the Catholic school of their choice.
2023-2024 TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP Who qualifies for a Tax Credit Scholarship?
INCOME GUIDELINES * A student whose family meets the income eligibility guidelines of 400% of the
- Federal Free and Reduced Lunch Program (see chart), AND
Household Size Household Income
1 $107 892 * A student who is enrolled in an eligible Catholic school.
5 $145.928 * For more information about SGO assistance and how to apply contact your local
Catholic school.
3 $183,964
4 $222,000 How do | apply?
5 $260,036 1. To see how much tuition assistance you are eligible for, first register at your
6 $298,072 Catholic school of choice.
7 $336,108
8 $374,144 Additional local scholarships
9 $412,180 may also be available.
10 $450,216 Contact your local Catholic school.

* Income levels are based on adjusted gross income and are 400%
of the cap for Federal Free and Reduced Lunch program guidelines.
SGOs may set their income limits lower than 400% if they so choose.
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Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis
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| euman | 74 Indianapolis Seton Catholic
Terre Haute Indianapolis Deaneries High School

Deanery L

| 70

Terre Haute
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VIGO CLAY 37 of the Immaculate Conception
Lawrenceburg
65
Father Michael Shawe Memorial
Jr./St. High School
CLARK
Floydlenobs. e Sellersburg

New Albanyaq®<srksville Our Lady of Providence High School
FLOYD, Jeffersonville

DEANERY SCHOOLS

Batesville Deanery

Batesville

St. Louis School (PK-8)
17 St. Louis Place
Batesville, IN 47006
812-934-3310

Brookville

St. Michael School (PK-8)
275 High St.

Brookville, IN 47012
765-647-4961

Greenshurg

St. Mary School (PK-8)
1331 E. Hunter Robbins Way
Greensburg, IN 47240
812-663-2804

Lawrenceburg

St. Lawrence School (K-8)
524 Walnut St.
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025
812-537-3690

Ripley County

St. Nicholas School (PK-8)
6459 E. St. Nicholas Drive
Sunman, IN 47041
812-623-2348

Shelbyville

St. Joseph School (PK-5)
127 E. Broadway
Shelbyville, IN 46176
317-398-4202

Bloomington Deanery
Bedford

St. Vincent de Paul School (PK-8)
923 18th St.

Bedford, IN 47421

812-279-2540

Bloomington

St. Charles Borromeo School (PK-8)
2224 E. Third St.

Bloomington, IN 47401
812-336-5853

Connersville Deanery
Connersville

St. Gabriel School (PK-6)
224 W. Ninth St.
Connersville, IN 47331
765-825-7951

Richmond

Seton Catholic High
School (7-12)

233 S. 5th St.
Richmond, IN 47374
765-965-6956

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
School (PK-6)

801 W. Main St.
Richmond, IN 47374
765-962-4877

Rushville

St. Mary School (PK-6)
226 E. Fifth St.
Rushville, IN 46173
765-932-3639

64 -
Corydon

New Albany Deanery

HARRISON

New Albany Deanery

Clarksville

Our Lady of Providence
High School (9-12)

707 Providence Way

Clarksville, IN 47129

812-945-2538

St. Anthony of Padua
School (PK-8)

320 N. Sherwood Ave.
Clarksville, IN 47129
812-282-2144

Corydon

St. Joseph School (PK-8)
512 N. Mulberry St.
Corydon, IN 47112
812-738-4549

Floyd County

St. Mary-of-the-Knobs
School (PK-8)

3033 Martin Road
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119
812-923-1630

Jeffersonville

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
School (PK-8)

1842 E. Eighth St.
Jeffersonville, IN 47130
812-283-3123

New Albany

Holy Family School (PK-8)
217 W. Daisy Lane

New Albany, IN 47150
812-944-6090

Our Lady of Perpetual
Help School (PK-8)
1752 Scheller Lane
New Albany, IN 47150
812-944-7676

Sellershurg

St. John Paul 11 School (PK-8)
105 St. Paul St.

Sellersburg, IN 47172
812-246-3266

Seymour Deanery
Columbus

St. Bartholomew School (K-8)
1306 27th St.

Columbus, IN 47201
812-372-6830

Franklin

St. Rose of Lima School (PK-7)
114 Lancelot Drive

Franklin, IN 46131
317-738-3451

Madison

Father Michael Shawe
Memorial Jr./Sr. High School
(7-12)

201 W. State St.

Madison, IN 47250
812-273-2150

Pope John XXI11 School (PK-6)
221 W. State St.

Madison, IN 47250
812-273-3957

North Vernon

St. Mary School (PK-8)
209 Washington St.
North Vernon, IN 47265
812-346-3445

Seymour

St. Ambrose School (PK-8)
301 S. Chestnut St.
Seymour, IN 47274
812-522-3522

Terre Haute Deanery
Terre Haute

St. Patrick School (PK-8)
449 S. 19th St.

Terre Haute, IN 47803
812-232-2157

Private High School
Oldenburg

Oldenburg Academy of
the Immaculate
Conception (9-12)

1 Twister Circle

P.O. Box 200

Oldenburg, IN 47036
812-934-4440
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Brebeuf Jesuit ®
Preparatory School

® Marian

Preparatory School

Meridian Street

(%)

29

24

University

25

2

West Deanery | o/,
A\

e Cardinal R
98 Jr./Sr. High

7 North Deanery

1 ® Bishop Chat!ard High School
6 e Cathedral High School

itter
choo

4

70

® Father Thomas Scecin

131

4 Memﬁr,ial High School

Washington Street _US 40

MARION
COUNTY

East Deanery

GREATER

St. Pius X School (K-8)

INDIANAPOLIS DEANERY SCHOOLS

13. St. Philip Neri School 18. Our Lady of the 24. Holy Angels School

Indianapolis North 1. Private Schools

7200 Sarto Drive (PK-8) * Greenwood School (PK-8) (PK-6) * . .
Deanery Indianapolis, IN 46240 545 N. Eastern Ave. 399 S. Meridian St. 2822 Dr. Martin Luther * Is‘“;l“e‘; Chnlsztl Catholic
* Bishop Chatard High 317-466-3361 Indianapolis, IN 46201 Greenwood, IN 46143 King Jr. St. chool (PK-12)

School (9-12)

317-636-0134

317-881-1300

580 E. Stevens St.

- 8. St. Simon the Apostle Indianapolis, IN 46208 Indianapolis, IN 46203
?r?dsiin,: grilstt?adingz\ée' School (PK-8) 14. St. Therese of the Infant 19. SS. Francis and Clare of 817-926-5211 317-632-3174
317_25{)_1 45;1 8155 Oaklandon Road Jesus (Little Flower) Assisi School (PK-8) 25. St. Anthony School (PK-8) Marian Universi
) ] Indianapolis, IN 46236 School (PK-8) 5901 Olive Branch Road 349 N. Warman Ave. Pl:“a“t ““Secrlsl“yl
1. Christ the King School 317-826-6000 1401 N. Bosart Ave. Greenwood, IN 46143 Indianapolis, IN 46222 ZQIgaVl\-Ia:;E;{] St ool (K-12)
K-8 ; i i -215- -636- ' :
(K-8) 8. St Thomas Aquinas Indianapolis, IN 46201 317-215-2826 317-636-3739 Indianapolis, IN 46222

5858 N. Crittenden Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46220

School (PK-8)
4600 N. Illinois St.

317-353-2282

20. St. Barnabas School

26.

St. Christopher School

855-777-0679

_IE7_ = = (PK-8) (PK-6) .
317-257-9366 Indianapolis, IN 46208 Indianapolis South 8300 Rahke Road 5335 W. 16th St. prebeut Jesit
2. Immaculate Heart of 317-255-6244 Deanery Indianapolis, IN 46217 Indianapolis, IN 46224 9“1*12’“3 ory Schoo
Mary School (K-8) 317-881-7422 317-241-6314 1)

317 E. 57th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46220
317-255-5468

3. St. Joan of Arc School
(PK-8)
500 E. 42nd St.
Indianapolis, IN 46205
317-283-1518

Indianapolis East

Deanery

Father Thomas Scecina
Memorial High School
9-12)

5000 Nowland Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46201
317-356-6377

o Roncalli High School
9-12)
3300 Prague Road
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317-787-8277

15. Central Catholic School
(PK-8) *
1155 E. Cameron St.
Indianapolis, IN 46203

21. St. Jude School (PK-8)
5375 McFarland Road
Indianapolis, IN 46227
317-784-6828

22. St. Mark the Evangelist
School (PK-8)
541 E. Edgewood Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46227

21.

28.

St. Malachy School
(PK-8)

330 N. Green St.
Brownsburg, IN 46112
317-852-2242

St. Michael-St. Gabriel
Archangels School (PK-8)
3352 W. 30th St.

2801 W. 86th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-524-7128

Cathedral High School
9-12)

5225 E. 56th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46226
317-542-1481

4. st Lawrence School 10. Holy Spirit School (PK-8) 317-783-7759 317-786-4013 Indianapolis, IN 46222 l‘;‘;‘g’:‘;ec'l‘l‘fofgfg’)l‘ey
EF;§68)E 46th St 7241 E. 10th St. 16. Holy Name of Jesus 23. St. Roch School (PK-8) 317-926-0516 2717 S. East St.
Indiananolis. IN 46226 Indianapolis, IN 46219 School (PK-8) 3603 S. Meridian St. 29. St. Monica School (PK-8) Indianapolis, IN 46225
317_543?_ 1933 317-352-1243 21 N. 17th Ave. Indianapolis, IN 46227 6131 N. Michigan Road 317-860-1000

) 11. Our Lady of Lourdes Beech Grove, IN 46107 317-784-9144 Indianapolis, IN 46228
5. St. Luke the Evangelist School (PK-8) 317-784-9078 317-255-7153
School (PK-5) 30 S. Downey St. 17. Nativity of Our Lord Indianapolis West 30, St. Susanna School (PK8)
575 Holliday Dr. East Indianapolis, IN 46219 Jesus Christ School Deanery 215k Main St
R e 317-357-3316 (PK-8) Plainfield, IN 46168
55. _ R o ,
12. St. Michael School (PK-8) 3310 S. Meadow Drive Cardinal Ritter Jr/Sr. 317-839-3713

6. St. Matthew the Apostle
School (PK-8)
4100 E. 56th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46220
317-251-3997

515 Jefferson Blvd.
Greenfield, IN 46140
317-462-6380

Indianapolis, IN 46239
317-357-1459

High School (7-12)
3360 W. 30th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46222
317-924-4333

* Mother Theodore Catholic

Academies
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HAPPY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
FROM CATHEDRAL HIGH SCHOOL

“With eyes of faith consider the greatness of your mission and
the wonderful amount of good which you can accomplish.”

- Blessed Basil Moreau C.S.C., Founder, Congregation of Holy Cross

FOUR-TIME NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL

SCHEDULE A TOUR AT GOCATHEDRAL.COM/VISIT.
CHECK OUT OUR SUMMER CAMP OFFERINGS AT CAMPCATHEDRAL.COM.
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St. John Neumann, patron of educators,
started nearly 100 Catholic schools

By Michael Heinlein

(OSV News)—When a young Bohemian immigrant
arrived in New York City on a rainy June day in 1836, his
hopes for priesthood were uncertain.

Due to an ordination moratorium imposed by his
homeland’s government, St. John Neumann could not
be ordained there. Forsaking the comforts of home
and family, desiring only his life’s oblation in love and
service, Neumann chose to go to America.

He read accounts of such storied missionaries as
Frederic Baraga—a current candidate for sainthood—and
he hoped to follow in their footsteps. Little did the young
seminarian know when he set foot on American soil that

A mosaic of St. John Neumann is seen in the Trinity Dome at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Inmaculate Conception in Washington. Canonized in 1977,
he was the first U.S. bishop to be declared a saint. As bishop of Philadelphia, he

started nearly 100 Catholic schools. (CNS photo/Tyler Orsburn)

the path God had in store would
result in his canonization as the
country’s first male saint.

Born in modern-day Czech
Republic in 1811, Neumann grew up |-
in a devout Catholic home, and he
had many siblings called to religious '('
vocations.

New York’s Bishop John
Dubois—a one-time advisor to
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton—was
impressed quickly by Neumann’s
intellect and missionary zeal,
ordaining him a priest within his
first month in America.
Dubois assigned him to
regions near Buffalo in
the western part of the
state.

While there,
Neumann expressed
how he faced many
hardships and bouts with
loneliness. Outwardly,
he seemed successful,
having established many
parishes between Buffalo
and Erie, Pa.

But Neumann knew he needed a change.
With the help of several priest-advisers,
Neumann recognized his need for the support
of a religious community to settle his troubled
spirit, and he set out for the Redemptorist
novitiate in Pittsburgh in 1840.

Neumann proved himself to be a competent
and talented administrator, responsible for
finishing the building project at St. Philomena
Church in Pittsburgh, where he ministered
alongside a fellow Redemptorist, Blessed
Francis Xavier Seelos.

Neumann then went on to pastor several
other churches, mostly in Maryland. A
surprise came when Neumann was appointed
the American provincial of his order in 1847,
requiring a move to Baltimore, where he
became a naturalized American citizen the
following year.

Administration of his order brought heavy
burdens to Neumann, since Redemptorists
in America at the time tended to work
independently. Neumann was chosen to
provide unity among his brothers, and proved
to be successful. In Baltimore, he also served
as pastor of his order’s St. Alphonsus Church
and provided much needed support to many
religious orders of women in the area.

Neumann’s talents as an administrator
would change directions in his life yet again
in 1852, when he was named fourth bishop
of Philadelphia by Blessed Pope Pius IX. He
was ordained a bishop in Baltimore on his 41st
birthday.

A young girl looks up at a member of the Knight of Columbus as people pray during the
veneration of the relics of St. John Neumann at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington on March 28, 2012. The visitation was part of the
200th anniversary celebration of the birth of the first male U.S. saint and the founder of the
Catholic parochial school system. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)

L3

Neumann received an overwhelming welcome in his
new diocese, and he was immediately recognized as a
fatherly, kindly and even saintly pastor.

His legacy as bishop includes the establishment of the
first American diocesan school system. During his less
than eight years as the bishop of Philadelphia, he started
nearly 100 Catholic schools, and the number of Catholic
school students there grew from 500 to 9,000.

Neumann also founded religious orders, started the
Forty Hours eucharistic devotion and cared for the
poor and the city’s booming European immigrants.
Neumann led his flock courageously amid the rampant
anti-Catholicism and anti-immigration prejudices of the
Know-Nothing party.

He excelled in the virtues, most notably humility,
without which he said “other virtues could be neither
genuine nor permanent.” Neumann desired sanctity,
praying at his first Mass, “Dearest God, give me
holiness!” No matter what obstacles presented themselves
in his life, Neumann responded with a total “yes” to God.

A life of love and service came to a sudden end when,
on Jan. 5, 1860, at age 48, Neumann collapsed from a
stroke on a Philadelphia street. In 1977, when Neumann
became the first (and to date, only) American bishop to
be canonized, Pope St. Paul VI said that for Neumann
to accomplish his great works, “love was necessary.

And love meant giving; love meant effort; love meant
sacrifice. And in his sacrifice, Bishop Neumann’s service
was complete.”

His feast day is on Jan. 5. Because of the massive
growth of Catholic education that happened under his
leadership, he is a patron saint of educators and teachers.

(Michael Heinlein is editor of Simply Catholic.) T

Guide Leo Goodman points to
a plaque dedicated to St. John
Neumann as he leads visitors on a
tour of the Basilica of
St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in New
York City on Oct. 15, 2023. St.
John Neumann was ordained a
priest at the cathedral in 1836. He
% would later serve as bishop of

| Philadelphia and start nearly 100
Catholic schools there. (0SV News
photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
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Correction Ministries/Deacon John Cord

Affording housing is a challenge for many re-entering society

The single largest issue that interferes with people successfully
re-entering society after release from jails and prisons is the lack

of affordable and safe housing.

There are many
organizations providing
services to those
re-entering. However,
none have solved the
dilemma of housing.
This is the exact issue
we have in trying to
reduce homelessness.

The affordable
housing shortage is a
nationwide problem. However, Indiana
stands out in a negative way in a few
categories.

Indiana is in the top five in the nation
for evictions. We are also in the top
five for housing owned by out-of-state
corporations.

These two issues are directly related.
Indiana has very lax laws about eviction.
The laws in Indiana are very much in the
favor of the landlord. Tenants have very
few rights in Indiana.

This lack of protection attracts many
large companies who profit by evicting
people. The corporate landlords charge
a security deposit and the first and last
month’s rent when a person signs their
contract. Then, after a relatively short
time, they evict the tenants, with little
or no cause. They then keep the security
deposit and the first and last month’s rent.

They list the house or apartment for
rent. They charge people a fee of $40 to
$75 to file an application for the unit.

However, they decline the first several applications. They keep
the filing fees. This process creates huge profits for the corporate
landlords. There are no laws in Indiana to stop this practice.

Perspectives

In addition, the rents that are charged are usually very
high. The definition of a person in housing poverty is when

they must spend more than 30% of their income on housing.

The definition of a
person in housing
poverty is when they
must spend more than
30% of their income
on housing. More
than 50% of Hoosiers
fall into this category.
People coming out
of prison or homeless
shelters do not earn
the best pay. So,
they are at a huge
disadvantage in the
current housing
market.

More than 50% of Hoosiers fall into this

category. People coming out of prison

or homeless shelters do not earn the best

pay. So, they are at a huge disadvantage
in the current housing market. Add an
eviction to this, and the pain is even
greater. Many landlords are reluctant to
rent to a person who has an eviction on
their record.

Another issue facing most
communities in Indiana is the laws that
do not allow for low-income housing to
be constructed. Cities want to plan for
beautiful large yards with lots of off-
street parking.

The problem with this is that it then
becomes very expensive to build a

low-cost home or apartment on a large lot.

Contractors cannot make a profit in this
situation. Cities complain that they do not

want low-income housing because it could

be an eyesore. However, we end up with

more homelessness and higher crime rates

when people are unhoused.

There are cities in the U.S., such as
Spokane Wash., that have made huge
strides in providing homes that people in
poverty can afford. We need to appeal to
our city councils and state legislators. The
housing laws in Indiana are outdated and

are creating more homelessness and adding

to our crime situations.

(Deacon John Cord is the coordinator of
Corrections Ministry for the Archdiocese

of Indianapolis. For more information on supporting the office’s
re-entry ministry, contact Deacon Cord at 317-432-6604 or
e-mail jcord@archindy.org.) t

Journey of the Heart/Jennifer Burger

A car’s special feature drives home the point of how
God steers our lives when we are vulnerable

(This week, we introduce a new monthly column, ““Journey of

the Heart,” written by Jennifer Burger.)

This past fall, we purchased a used car and with all
things new, it took some adjusting to the features and
“feel” of it. Most notable for me was the “Stop-Start”

technology, a

previously in any of
| our vehicles.

For those of
you who may be
unfamiliar with this
] technology, when
| you fully engage the
brake, the running
engine turns off.
When you are ready to move, you

release the brake, and the engine starts

again. The driver has the option to
fully engage the brake with an engine
stop or partially engage where the
engine keeps running. | was curious
about this and decided to see how |
liked it.

At first, it felt a little uncomfortable
as | felt exposed sitting in a car
“parked” in the middle of a busy
intersection or in traffic. One of the
first questions | asked myself was “Am
| safe?” after which came the litany of
“what if’s”—What if | need to make
a quick getaway. ... What if my car
doesn’t restart ...?

This reminded me of how it feels to
be vulnerable. Even when | know that
God does his best work in me when

I’m vulnerable, it is still an uncomfortable and sometimes

fearful place to be.

As | continued to sit in the silence of my car, an interesting
thing happened—I became more aware of my surroundings and

how | am connected to it all.

Everything in my head seemed to fall by the wayside, and my
heart was filled with a deep sense of peace. | was surprised at
how calm | felt in this vulnerable place. When the light turned
green, | released the brake and continued on my way, somehow

feature we never had

lighter and with a renewed vigor to engage in the day.

This is how God works in our lives. God meets us
where we are vulnerable and gives us what we need so that

This is how God
works in our lives.
God meets us where
we are vulnerable
and gives us what we
need so that we can
move forward and
grow with greater
confidence. But why
is it so hard for us
to open ourselves to
this? Is it possible to
surrender without
sacrificing safety—
without fear?

we can move forward and grow with greater confidence.
But why is it so hard for us to open ourselves to this?
Is it possible to surrender without sacrificing safety—

without fear? For me, this Stop-Start
technology has shed some valuable
light on these questions.

It helps to first understand the
benefits of this technology: it conserves
gas, and it is good for the environment.
Applying this to our own journey, we
find that it helps us, and it helps others.
It ultimately comes down to whether
we are idling or coming to a complete
stop.

When we are idle, our engines are still
running—our energy is spent on our own
thoughts and activities that occupy our
time. It is a tight space, but it is “our”
space. There is safety in this, but we often
get nowhere and are of little use to anyone
else.

On the other hand, when we come to
a complete stop, we let go of the “busy”
that occupies our minds and our time.
We surrender to stillness ... we sit ...
and let the space around us expand ...
giving our questions and fears room
to settle or dissipate, and we come
into the presence of God ... and our
hearts are free to receive the graces that
God desires to give us. This is being
vulnerable.

Like fully engaging the brake in our
cars, stopping and allowing ourselves

to be vulnerable is a choice and takes some effort, but we

can do so, confident and secure in the knowledge that God

director.) T

will always restart our engine, giving us what we need to
move forward and to engage in the world.

(Jennifer Burger is program manager at Our Lady of Fatima
Retreat House in Indianapolis and a member of St. Simon
the Apostle Parish in Indianapolis. She is also a spiritual

Faith and Family/Sean Gallagher

The Eucharist

fills all families
with grace, maybe
especially those
with noisy children

Going to Sunday Mass with my
wife Cindy and our sons is a beautiful
experience nowadays.

Most of the four sons
still living at home are
altar servers on most
Sundays.

And while I try
to keep my attention
on the readings
and homily | hear
proclaimed from the
ambo or the sacred actions happening at
the altar, | guess | can’t help, as a
pride-filled father, from looking every
now and then at my sons assisting in
the sanctuary in what is the source and
summit of our Catholic faith.

But it wasn’t always that way. For
the better part of 15 years, we always
had one or more little boys with us
in the pew. And invariably, one or
more of them would be fussy, crying
or rambunctious during Mass—the
common experience of most Catholic
parents of young children.

There was many a Mass that Cindy
or | would take one or another of our
boys to our parish church’s narthex
when he would get too loud or otherwise
distracting to our fellow worshippers.

Even if they weren’t so distracting to
others that they needed to be taken out,
they were distracting to me as their father.

Yet Cindy and | never considered
going to two different Masses, with one of
us staying home with the youngest boys
while one went to Mass and the other
going to a later liturgy.

It always was—and still is—a priority
for us to worship together as a family,
even in those times when our young
sons could not understand in reason the
importance of it.

And while such a principle is good to
follow, there was sacrifice involved in it.

As | grew into young adulthood, |
came to have a great love of the Church’s
worship and valued participating in it.
Having fussy or rowdy boys next to me
in the pew did not lend itself to entering
into worship—at least in ways that | had
appreciated in the past.

Having studied and taught the faith in
the past, | knew the Church’s teaching
that sacraments have an effect on us
whether we are aware of it or not.

The power of the sacraments flows
from God’s grace in them. It’s not
dependent on our conscious participation
in the sacraments, although such
participation is good and puts us in a
position for them to have an increased
effect in our lives.

Worshipping at Mass for many years
next to distracting babies and toddlers
heightened my experience of that teaching
and increased my faith in it. | trusted that
our Lord was filling me with his grace
at Mass, even if it was hard to focus my
heart and mind on the sacred actions of
the liturgy.

So, although Cindy and | have a
beautiful experience at Mass today
with our sons most of the time assisting
as altar servers on Sundays, we had a
beautiful experience in the liturgy when
our boys were much younger and more
distracting. The two experiences were
different, but both beautiful and filled
with God’s grace.

We see that grace unfolding before
our eyes as those boys—who, not too
many years ago, filled the church with
their crying—now reverently assist in the
liturgy as altar servers.

May that same grace help Catholic
parents of young children today persevere
in bringing their young ones to Mass and
lead the rest of us to support them in their
efforts. T
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time/Msgr. Owen E Campion

The Sunday Readings

Sunday, January 28, 2024

* Deuteronomy 18:15-20
* 1 Corinthians 7:32-35
* Mark 1:21-28

The Book of Deuteronomy furnishes
the first reading for Mass this weekend.
Deuteronomy appears in Bibles as the
fifth book in sequence
in the Old Testament.
It is one of the
Pentateuch, the first
five books of the Old
Testament, all of them
attributed to Moses.

In this reading,
Moses addresses
the chosen people,
whom he has led
with God’s help from Egypt where they
were enslaved. He promises that God will
send prophets with whom the people can
relate. If anyone presumes to take the
role of prophet upon himself or herself
without having been called by God, death
will follow because God always will take
care of his people.

St. Paul’s First Epistle to the
Corinthians is the source of the second
reading. From the earliest days of
Christianity, virginity has been treasured.
Christians have never been forbidden to
marry, although all Christians are bound
to be chaste, according to their state in
life. From Christianity’s earliest times,
however, some Christians have chosen
lifelong virginity as part of a religious
calling.

Corinth in the first century was a
city notorious for its outrageous sexual
excesses. Indeed, Aphrodite, the goddess
of love and carnal desire, was the city’s
special deity.

Paul saw virginity as a powerful
Christian witness reflecting Jesus. From a
more pragmatic point of view, he thought
that Christians not obligated by marriage
and parenthood could devote much of
their time to God’s service.

Put these two impressions together.
The result is the ancient Christian link
between virginity and discipleship.

St. Mark’s Gospel is the source of the
third reading. It is an interesting story, the
first of four references to exorcisms.

First, Mark again reveals the identity
of Jesus. While Judaism has never
required weekly attendance by Jews
at synagogue services, going to a
synagogue to pray together and to learn
the teachings of the Torah was definitely

a high ideal for Jews during the time of
Jesus, as indeed it still is among Jews
today.

That Jesus went to a synagogue,
and on the Sabbath at that, reveals the
Lord’s extraordinary devotion to God.
He was perfectly obedient to the role of
Redeemer, further shown in the countless
examples of Jesus’ mercy and love.

People listened, seeing the Lord’s
holiness. So, a dramatic moment came
when a man “with an unclean spirit”
appeared (Mk 1:23). This man recognized
Jesus as the “Holy One of God,”
affirming that Jesus has the power to do
anything (Mk 1:24).

Exercising nothing less than divine
power, Jesus orders the unclean spirit
to leave the man, and the unclean spirit
obeys.

The people are amazed. No devil can
overcome the power of God.

Reflection

Thanks be to God, few people today
would say that they, or great numbers
of people, are possessed by the devil,
although the Church still teaches that
such possessions occur.

Sin is real. Evil is real. All sin is the
mark of the devil’s involvement, to some
extent at least, in any person’s spiritual
life.

An unfortunate reality of our own
irreligious times is that fewer and fewer
people have any sense of sin. Few regard
themselves as sinners. They succumb
to the age-old tactic of rationalization,
abetted by this culture’s increasing
rejection of any transcendent religious
principle taught by any religious
authority.

They succumb to selfishness and often
eventually to hopelessness in their hearts.
They imprison themselves. They cripple
themselves. They rob themselves. Sin is
not the consequence of freedom. It is just
the opposite. Sin is no reward. It brings
nothing but the bad.

Jesus, the holy one of God in the
words of Mark, rescues people from sin,
forgiving them for sins committed and
pointing the way to holiness.

Resisting sin, nevertheless, requires
personal resolve, equal to that urged by
Paul in his message to the Corinthians. T

Daily Readings

Monday, January 29

2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13
Psalm 3:2-7

Mark 5:1-20

Tuesday, January 30

2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a,
30-19:3

Psalm 86:1-6

Mark 5:21-43

Wednesday, January 31
St. John Bosco, priest

2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17
Psalm 32:1-2, 5-7

Mark 6:1-6

Thursday, February 1

1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12

(Response) 1 Chronicles 29:10-11b,
11d-12d

Mark 6:7-13

Friday, February 2

The Presentation of the Lord
Malachi 3:1-4

Psalm 24:7-10

Hebrews 2:14-18

Luke 2:22-40 or Luke 2:22-32

Saturday, February 3

St. Blaise, bishop and martyr
St. Ansgar, bishop

1 Kings 3:4-13

Psalm 119:9-14

Mark 6:30-34

Sunday, February 4

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Job 7:1-4, 6-7

Psalm 147:1-6

1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
Mark 1:29-39

Question Corner/jenna Marie Cooper
Use of incense in liturgies is deeply
rooted in Catholic worship

going to church because of the
relentless use of incense at each Mass.
It doesn’t bother me, but | do notice
a lot of people in
the congregation
that obviously have
problems with it.
Since it causes
breathing difficulties
for many people, is it
really appropriate to
use it at Mass when it
excludes attendance
by many?

QOur daughter has totally given up

In principle, incense is appropriate
for Mass. The smoke that
rises from the burning of incense has
for millennia been understood by the
Christian community as a symbol of the
prayers of the faithful rising up to God.
Even beyond this, Catholicism in
general and Catholic worship in particular
has a strong incarnational dimension.
Among other things, this means that the
Church understands that we are both
body and soul, and that the engagement
of our five senses—including our sense
of smell—can help us enter more deeply
into prayer.
I can understand how the overuse of
incense might

pe a health
My Journey to God issue for some
people, and it’s

By Natalie Hoefer

You be the one, for |
cannot.

You be the one to be what
I’m not.

You be the one to live out
this day,

For | am too weak to
follow Your way.

You be the one to speak in
my place,

For my words wound, but
Yours impart grace.

You be the one to act in
my stead,

You Be the One

To reach out my hand and
see a soul fed.

You be the one to steer
straight my thoughts,

Lest they veer from the
Truth as they are wont.

You be the one to make
my decisions,

So God’s will for me may
come to fruition.

You be the one, for |
simply cannot.

You be the one—You can,
You’re God.

(Natalie Hoefer is a member of St. Monica Parish

in Indianapolis and is a reporter for The Criterion.
Photo: A youth kneels in prayer in Lucas Oil Stadium
during the closing Mass of the National Catholic Youth
Conference on Nov. 21, 2015.)(File photo by Sean Gallagher)

unfortunate that
your daughter
is struggling
with this. If
you sincerely
believe that
the parish’s
use of incense
is excessive,
perhaps it would
be worth having
a respectful
conversation
with the pastor.
Also, most
parishes do
have at least one
Sunday Mass
that is celebrated
in a less elaborate
fashion, so
perhaps your
daughter could
inquire as to
whether there
may be at least
one incense-free
Mass per week.
If worse really
comes to worst,
it would also be

legitimate for your daughter to opt to attend
Mass at another nearby parish which might
not use as much incense.

| was very disappointed in your

guestion-and-answer column about
why someone can’t just attend Mass on
Sunday and “count” it for both Christmas
and the 4th Sunday of Advent.

There seems to be a genuine question
of why we go to Mass in the first place.
There is a real person, Jesus, who waits
for us and wishes to hear all about our
day, our dreams, our frustrations. How
many Catholics are happy to give just
the bare minimum? Unfortunately, there
is a trend in the Catholic Church to
become theologians at the expense of a
relationship with our Lord.

First of all, I do agree with you

in principle—as Catholics, we
should genuinely want a vibrant prayer
life, and ideally we should all look
forward to going to Mass, understanding
it as a privilege and a joy, and not a chore
to check off our list.

But like so many things in
Catholicism, this isn’t a matter of
“either/or” but of “both/and.” That
is, we can both attend Mass out of a
sincere love for God while at the same
time also taking care to understand the
extent of our actual obligation.

Logically, it would be silly for
the Church to articulate laws and
obligations if paying attention to such
laws was meant to be discouraged. One
of the main reasons why the Church
spells out obligations in the first place
is to help us to better love and serve our
Lord. So even if we as Catholics just do
“the bare minimum” required of us by
our state in life, this should be enough
to help us grow in holiness if we fulfill
these obligations with the correct
disposition.

A healthy spiritual life is marked
by a sense of balance and serenity. For
those who struggle with any level of
scrupulosity, stated obligations can be
helpful insofar as they allow for objective
knowledge of when one has actually
fulfilled God’s expectations. If the only
guidance available on how often to attend
Mass was something along the lines
of: “Let your love for Jesus determine
how often you go,” this could set many
Catholics up for a vain chasing of an
impossible standard.

(Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds
a licentiate in canon law, is a
consecrated virgin and a canonist
whose column appears weekly at
OSV News. Send your questions to
CatholicQA@osv.com.) T




Page 10A The Criterion Friday, January 26, 2024

MASS FOR LIFE

continued from page 1A

the Holy Spirit,” she said. “We discerned
whether it was time to expand, so our
presence, our voices could make a
significant impact and change in our state.”
The team reached out to Archbishop
Thompson about moving the Mass to
the Indiana Convention Center and
encouraging groups from the five Indiana
dioceses to participate.
“He took this proposal to the Indiana
bishops,” said Varick. “They unanimously
agreed.”

‘Healing wounds, transforming hearts’

The result was powerful.

The convention center’s largest ballroom
was packed with about 1,800 youths
and adults from schools and parishes
throughout the dioceses of Evansville, Fort
Wayne-South Bend, Gary and Lafayette, as
well as the Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

After explaining his call-and-response
challenge, Archbishop Thompson began
his homily.

When it comes to sports, he said,
“There is nothing wrong with celebrating
success. But the celebration must not
deflect from the task ahead.”

The same is true of the need to stand
up for the sanctity of life from conception
to natural death, he said, even after the
June 2022 overturning of the Roe v. Wade
decision legalizing abortion nationwide—
and even after an Indiana law
safeguarding the lives of nearly all unborn
children went into effect last August.

“Qur gathering to pray and march for
life is as important today as at any other
time,” he said.

iR ot - -
Michael Kurkowski of St. Joan of Arc Parish in
Indianapolis smiles with his son Ezra during the
Mass for Life in the Indiana Convention Center
in Indianapolis on Jan. 22. (Photo by Natalie Hoefer)

Some 1,80
the Indiana March for Life. (Photo by Sean Gallagher)

The Indiana March for Life has “never
been about merely overturning laws, but
healing wounds, transforming hearts,”
the archbishop explained. “It is for this
very reason that we must keep our center
of gravity with the altar rather than the
capitol, prayer rather than politics, in
divine grace rather than in human merit,
dialogue rather than condemnation, and
mercy rather than demonization.”

“United we stand,” he added. “Divided
we fall,” the congregation responded.

Referring to the day’s Gospel
reading from Mark 3:22-30, Archbishop
Thompson noted that Jesus “does not
hesitate to explain that a kingdom or
house divided cannot stand. ... It is the
Holy Spirit that unites, or the demonic
that drives us to dehumanize and even
demonize one another.”

He noted that such lack of respect for
human dignity leads to the polarization so
prevalent in today’s world.

To combat such division, the
archbishop said, the Church and its
members need “to be intentionally
synodal in the commitment to mutual
respect, to accompaniment, to dialogue
and encounter, with Christ at the center—
the beauty, the truth and the goodness
of God, not any particular ideology or
agenda or ego.”

‘Human life is a joyful mystery’

He went on to note that to be pro-
life is not merely to be against abortion,
euthanasia, physician-assisted suicide,
racism, injustice, the death penalty or
other attacks on the sanctity of life.

“In the Church’s understanding, a pro-
life witness includes defense and care for
the unborn, for the mother—whether wed
or unwed, for the pregnancy—planned
or unexpected, for the sick, the elderly,
the poor, the immigrant, the refugee, the
imprisoned, those with differing political

i —h)-‘_. -l( i

0 youths and adults from across Indiana fill a ballroom on Jan. 22 at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis for a Mass celebrated prior to
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We have this urgent need:
1,000 people at $5/mo
500 people at $10/mo
200 people at $25/mo
50 people at $100/mo

10 people at $200/mo
3 people at $500/mo

May God Bless you & thank you for your donation.
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Members of the Sisters of Life from Denver, Colo., pray during the Mass for Life in the Indiana
Convention Center in Indianapolis on Jan. 22. The sisters either led or participated in the Indiana March
for Life events on Jan. 21 and 22. Seen praying are Sisters Ann Inmaculee, left, Catherine Joy Marie
and Mary Grace. Obscured at left are Sisters Marie Veritas and Lumen Gloriae. (Photo by Natalie Hoefer)

views, those suffering from mental illness,
persons of all ethnicities and religious
beliefs” and more, he said.

Archbishop Thompson recalled a line
from Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical,
“Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common
Home”: “Rather than a problem to be
solved, the world is a joyful mystery to be
contemplated with gladness and praise”
(#12).

“It is the same in human life,” he said.
“Rather than a problem to be solved,
from the moment of conception to natural
death, human life is a joyful mystery to
be contemplated with gladness and praise.
The unborn child is not a problem to be
solved, but a mystery to contemplate with
the mind and heart of God.”

As for this annual public witness to
the sanctity of life, it is “most appropriate
for Catholics to mark this day foremost
with the celebration of the Eucharist, the
source and summit of our identity and our
mission, our ministries, and our services,”
Archbishop Thompson noted. “Whatever
progress we make in this cause, let us
never underestimate the grace of God
working in us.

“Divided we fall,” he said in closing.
After the congregation answered, “United
we stand,” he added, “May it be forever.”

‘It’s about our spirit, building that up’
Catholics from throughout the state
remarked on the Mass as an important
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part of the Indiana March for Life.

Aidan Mohr was “very excited” about
the liturgy.

“l love Mass,” said the senior at Reitz
Memorial High School in Evansville, Ind.,
in the Evansville Diocese. He called the
Mass for Life in particular “a beautiful,
pro-life liturgy and expression of our
faith.”

“Beautiful” is a word that Jordi
Martinez Morales, a senior at Fr. Michael
Shawe Jr./Sr. Memorial High School
in Madison, also used to describe the
liturgy—twice.

“I enjoyed the homily,” he said. “I
enjoyed everything about it. It was a
really beautiful, beautiful Mass.”

Admitting she is not a fan of frigid
weather—the windchill during the march
was about 20 degrees—Vivian Abdalla
said the Mass would “definitely help me
get through the day!”

The junior at Guerin Catholic High
School in Noblesville, Ind., in the
Lafayette Diocese, was “amazed how many
people showed up” to worship at the Mass
compared to the past “three or four” years
she attended the Indiana March for Life.

But she also noted the importance of
celebrating the liturgy before taking part
in the march.

“It’s not about a political movement,”
she said of the Mass. “It’s about our spirit,
building that up” before making a public
stand for life. T
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Vigl for Lige

On the evening before the Jan. 22 Indiana
March for Life, a vigil was celebrated after
Mass at St. John the Evangelist Church in
Indianapolis. The hour of worship included
adoration, time for quiet and communal
prayer, a reflection, and songs of worship led
by members of the Sisters of Life based in
Denver, Colo. (Photos by Natalie Hoefer)

Sisters of Life Catherine Joy Marie, left, and Ann
Immaculee sing a worship song while Sister of Life
Lumen Gloriae plays the piano.

Students of Fr. Michael
Shawe Memorial Jr./Sr.

High School in Madison,

led by the school’s religion
teacher Chemaign Drumm,
second from right in the blue
sweater, kneel in adoration

during the vigil. The group [

arrived in Indianapolis on

Jan. 21 and spent the night |
in order to take part in the |

vigil and all of the Indiana
March for Life events on
Jan. 22.

Father Rick Nagel, pastor
of St. John the Evangelist
Parish, incenses the
Blessed Sacrament.

Spiritual oasis: Year of Prayer a needed rest stop on journey to jubilee

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—With little fanfare, Pope
Francis officially opened the Year of Prayer after Mass for
the Church’s celebration of Sunday of the Word of God.

“Today we begin the Year of Prayer; that is, a year
dedicated to rediscovering the great value and absolute
need for prayer in personal life, in the life of the Church
and in the world,” he said, after praying the Angelus with
visitors in St. Peter’s Square on Jan. 21.

The pope called for the special year last February
to help prepare Catholics worldwide for the Holy Year,
which begins with the opening of the Holy Door in
St. Peter’s Basilica on Dec. 24.

Preparing for the jubilee is not just about the huge
construction projects underway throughout Rome to
help welcome and facilitate the flow of an estimated
35 million pilgrims expected for the
Holy Year 2025.

The year 2024 also should be about
rebuilding and renewing spiritual
pathways and practices so that the
spiritual significance of the jubilee
can “emerge more clearly, something
which goes far beyond the necessary
and urgent forms of structural
organization,” said Archbishop
Rino Fisichella, pro-prefect of the
Dicastery for Evangelization’s section
for new evangelization, which is
coordinating the Holy Year.

Speaking at a news conference on Jan. 23 about
the Year of Prayer, the archbishop said 2024 is about
preparing the groundwork so the jubilee “spiritually
enriches the life of the Church and of the entire people of
God, becoming a concrete sign of hope.”

The jubilee must be “prepared for and lived in
individual communities with that spirit of expectation
which is typical of Christian hope,” he said, unveiling
several resources the dicastery is providing to help
bishops, dioceses, parishes, families and religious
communities rediscover the value of and need for daily
prayer.

Unlike other years designated by the pope, “this is not
a year marked with particular initiatives,” Archbishop
Fisichella said. Rather, it is a time to get back to basics:
to discover how to pray and how to educate people in
prayer “so that prayer can be effective and fruitful.”

“It will not be a year which hinders initiatives of the
local Churches; rather it should be seen as a period in
which every planned initiative is supported effectively,
precisely because it has prayer as its foundation,” he said.

When asked how the year can complement the
U.S. bishops’ National Eucharistic Revival
underway, Msgr. Graham Bell, undersecretary of
the dicastery’s section for new evangelization, told
Catholic News Service, “We are well pleased that the

Pops Francis

American bishops want to call attention to what Vatican
Il calls the source and summit of Christian life because it
must be the foundation of every renewal.”

Therefore, the revival initiative “is very appropriate in
view of the 2025 jubilee,” he said.

The dicastery will release ideas, suggestions and
resources as the year continues, starting with an eight-

volume series of booklets
titled Notes on Prayer that
“delve into the various
dimensions of the Christian
act of praying, signed by
authors of international
renown,” Msgr. Bell said at
the news conference.

As the translations are
done, the series will be made
available to the world’s
bishops’ conferences, the
archbishop said.

The first volume, titled
Praying Today. A Challenge
to Be Overcome, was
released on Jan. 23 and was
written by Cardinal Angelo
Comastri, retired archpriest
of St. Peter’s Basilica, with
a preface by Pope Francis.

“Prayer is the breath of
faith, it is its most proper
expression. Like a silent cry
that comes forth from the
heart of those who believe
and entrust themselves to
God,” the pope wrote.

The other texts, to be
released over the next three
months, will carry titles such
as Praying with the Psalms,
The Prayer of Jesus, Praying
with Saints and Sinners, and
The Prayer Jesus Taught Us:
The ‘Our Father.’

The dicastery also will
send out texts and guides
digitally for dioceses to
integrate, modify and
distribute as they see fit,
Archbishop Fisichella said.

In addition, he noted,
Pope Francis’ 38 general
audience talks on prayer,
given from May 6, 2020, to
June 16, 2021, are available
online, reflect on the various

forms of prayer and contain many useful suggestions.
Pope Francis will set up a “school of prayer” for 2024,

he said. It will be similar to the pope’s “Fridays of Mercy”

initiative during the extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy

in 2016, when he visited people on the “peripheries,”

including babies in a neonatal unit, a center for the blind

and a housing project. t
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Investing with Faith/james Maslar
Charitable gift annuities offer an added incentive to help God’s work

The Christmas holidays may be over,
but the spirit of giving doesn’t have to
end.

In fact, the beginning of 2024 might
just be one of
the best times to
consider supporting
the Church’s
mission through
a Charitable Gift
Annuity (CGA) with
the archdiocese’s
Catholic Community
Foundation (CCF).

Why? Because
CGA rates, just updated on Jan. 1, are
currently at their highest level in more
than a decade. And higher rates mean
that in giving through this unique way,
there is more to receive.

What is a CGA?

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a
contract made between a donor and a
sponsoring charity, like the archdiocese’s
CCF, in which the charity provides the
donor or chosen loved one with fixed
income payments for life in exchange
for a sizable upfront donation of cash or
appreciated assets.

Upon their death, the remaining value
of the CGA is received by the donor’s
chosen ministry (like a parish, school or

BISHOPS

continued from page 1A

50 years,” said Bishop Burbidge, who
heads the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Pro-Life
Activities.

But “if the past year and a half has
taught us anything, it is this: Dobbs is
not the end. It is a victory—a tremendous
victory—but not a decisive one,” he
said. “The lives of the unborn are still in
danger—in some places, more so than ever.
The lives of innocent children are being
taken. Mothers are still being harmed.
Couples, children, families are still in need
of resources, support and love.”

In negating its own precedent that
made abortion access a constitutional
right in 1973, the high court returned
abortion policy to the states.

agency) in a lump-sum legacy gift.
Unlike its more complex “cousin,”

the charitable remainder trust, a CGA

is easy and free to set up with a much

lower minimum gift threshold. They are

commonly referred to as “the gift that

gives back.”

How do the payments work?

The payment amount is determined
by applying an age-based rate (ranging
from 5-10%) given by the American
Council on Gift Annuities to the
upfront gift. The older the annuitant,
the higher the rate. For example, at
75 years old, Grace’s current CGA rate
is 7%. This would mean an upfront
gift of $25,000 to create a CGA will
provide her annual payments of $1,750
for the rest of her life. The charity
would make these fixed payments to
Grace in monthly, quarterly or annual
installments, per her preference, either
by check or deposited directly into her
bank account.

Deferral of payments is an option

It is also possible to defer annuity
payments for a period of years. That
means donors in their 50s may choose
to defer payments until they retire at
65—or even later. Deferring offers
an increased rate and thus payment

“Despite the tireless efforts and hard
work of bishops and all the faithful, we
suffered a particularly difficult loss for
unborn life after Dobbs when several
states enshrined so-called abortion rights
with a radical amendment to their state
constitutions,” Bishop Burbidge said.

In states where “there are victories
to be won,” Bishop Burbidge said, the
pro-life movement “must continue to be
strategic. ... Where states have acted to
enshrine extreme abortion policies into
law, we must not lose hope. Even in the
darkest places, we can be a light.”

Highlighting the theme of the annual
National March for Life on Jan. 19, “With
every mother, for every child,” he said,
“More than anything, we must continue to
serve. ... The needs of mothers and babies

are dynamic, and we must be dynamic too.

“The work we do in pregnancy centers
around the country is at the center of our

—
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amount—the longer the deferral, the
higher the rate.

What are the tax benefits?

Continuing the example above,
Grace’s $25,000 gift would receive
a partial charitable tax deduction
($10,316) for the current tax year.

Additionally, a portion of each
payment for the remainder of her life
expectancy (Internal Revenue Service
actuarial tables say 12.5 more years)
will be considered tax-free. And since
Grace used appreciated stock to fund her
CGA, some of the capital gains tax due is
avoided, too, and the rest will be spread
out over that same life expectancy,
diluting its impact in a given year.

Which charitable and financial goals
can be met by CGAs?

Donors are unique and so are their
goals and objectives. Some often-cited
ones include:

« Offering a “middle ground”
between not knowing how much you’ll
need for the rest of your life with
wanting to make a significant gift to
your favorite parish, school or ministry.

* Providing a fixed, supplemental
source of retirement income to yourself
or a loved one not subject to market
volatility.

mission,” Bishop Burbidge said. “We
must fortify those efforts and ensure that
those who choose life have a home, an
income, food, clothing and provisions
for their children. We must help mothers
and fathers through the challenges of
pregnancy and welcoming a new life.
Becoming a parent or growing a family
often comes with a need for greater
emotional and spiritual support. We must
be attuned to this need, and creative in
how we respond to it.”

Bishop Burbidge was the main
celebrant of the vigil Mass, which was
attended by nearly 7,000 people and
joined by 138 priests, and included three
cardinals—Cardinal Wilton D. Gregory of
Washington, Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley
of Boston and Cardinal Christophe Pierre,
apostolic nuncio to the U.S.—19 bishops
and archbishops, 31 deacons and 314
seminarians.

Cardinal Pierre read a message from
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary
of state, issued on behalf of Pope Francis,
who assured those gathered for the vigil
and the next day’s march of his prayers
and his gratitude for their “eloquent
witness to the inviolable right to life of
every person.” He encouraged “everyone
to persevere in efforts to safeguard our
heavenly Father’s gift of life through
adequate legal measures enacted at the
local, national and international levels,

« Allowing assets to “go to work” for
you and the Church at the same time.

« Utilizing a windfall, bonus or
low-returning asset to both make a
tax-friendly legacy gift and provide
additional income.

The joy of giving

Of course, the single biggest
benefit of establishing a CGA is the
joy of knowing that you are putting
God’s blessings to work and making
a difference for a beloved Church
ministry.

At the Catholic Community
Foundation, we offer donors CGAs
that they can designate to benefit their
favorite archdiocesan parish, school or
agency, which will receive 100% of the
eventual gift.

Wondering whether a CGA is right
for you? The Catholic Community
Foundation is here to help. Call 317-

236-1482 or e-mail ccf@archindy.org.

(James Maslar is a Catholic
philanthropic advisor for the
archdiocese’s Catholic Community
Foundation. Tax or legal information
provided herein is not intended as tax or
legal advice. Always consult with your
legal, tax or financial advisors before
implementing any gift plan.) T

for when the dignity and sanctity of

human life is valued and protected,
society as a whole is strengthened.” The
pontiff imparted his blessing on all those
participating in the March for Life.

Bishop Burbidge opened his homily
with a thank-you to pro-life supporters
for their “zeal, perseverance and love that
drives your commitment.” He praised
them for their dedication to pro-life
ministries around the country and for
offering “prayer, witness and advocacy ...
on behalf of the unborn” at the vigil and
the next day’s March for Life.

In the face of “our opponents” being
flooded with money helping them to
“tell falsehoods, to deceive people and
to portray anyone who stands up for
life as irrational, radical and intolerant,”
Bishop Burbidge said, the pro-life
movement has “the truth.”

“Yet, we must find new ways of
communicating it,” the bishop continued.
“How? Without compromise. Where?
Even in the darkest places ... through
service and always with Christ at the
center.

“All of human life is sacred. The right
to life is absolutely fundamental,” he
said. “No one has a right to directly take
the life of another. No one has a right to
devalue another. No one has a right to say
which lives are worth saving, worth living
and which lives are not.” 1
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