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VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Pope
Benedict XVI is making his first trip to the
Western Hemisphere in mid-May, traveling
to Brazil to open a
strategizing session with
Latin American bishops.
The May 9-13 visit
begins with a string of
pastoral events in
Sao Paulo, where the
pope will meet with
young people and
Pope Benedict XVI canonize the first
Brazilian-born saint.
Then he moves to the basilica of Our
Lady of Aparecida, where he will inaugurate
the Fifth General Conference of the Bishops
of Latin America and the Caribbean, celebrating Mass and delivering a major speech
to participants of the May 13-31 meeting.
The trip turns a spotlight on
Latin America, a geographical area that has
had little attention from this pope to date,
but where 43 percent of the world’s
Catholics live.
It also broadens the horizons of the
pope’s two-year pontificate, taking him outside Europe, where four of his previous
five trips have occurred.
“I think we may have this idea of a pope
who has spoken a lot about Europe and who
has a ‘bookish’ culture in the tradition of
European thought and reflection,” said Jesuit
Father Federico Lombardi, the Vatican
spokesman.
“But although many people are not aware
of it, this is a pope who traveled extensively
as a cardinal and who has been able to
acquaint himself with diverse realities of the
Church,” Father Lombardi said.
“I think the messages, gestures and
images of this trip will help people understand how the pope sees the ‘universal’ side
of his ministry, in a more evident way than
before,” he said.
The issues on the Latin American
bishops’ agenda are not new, and the pope
reviewed them in capsule form last February:
• The need to revitalize the faith among
the Church’s members in order to generate a
new sense of mission in society.
• The proselytism of religious sects,
which require, in the pope’s view, a new

Striving to make a difference in the lives of children in Uganda, Bishop Chatard High School seniors, from left, Claire Schaffner, Elisabeth Patterson,
Sarah Commiskey and Eleanor McReynolds have raised money and awareness through their “Invisible Children” efforts.

A passion for service

Teens show incredible commitment to improving lives
By John Shaughnessy

Here’s the one statistic that Bob Tully
wants you to remember when you
consider whether young people today are
committed to making a difference in their
communities and the world.
As he teaches a course called Christian
Ministry at Roncalli High School in
Indianapolis, Tully requires his students to
do 48 hours of community service during
the semester-long class. It’s a daunting
challenge in young lives that also include
homework, jobs, college applications,
extracurricular activities, and time for
friends and family.
So it comes as an eye-opening surprise
when Tully shares the average number of
community service hours that students in
his class actually performed: 104.

More than double the requirement.
“What we find is that every person has a
spark inside them,” says Tully, a teacher,
coach and campus minister at Roncalli. “If
we can fan the spark, we’ve found the kids
love to make a difference in the world.”
Here are the stories of several high
school students in the archdiocese who
represent the incredible commitment that
young people make in improving the lives
of others.
A champion for children
In five years, Susie Bickel has gone from
wanting to be a track star to being in a
wheelchair for a while to becoming a champion for other children in Washington, D.C.
When she was 10, Susie fell during a
track practice, hurting her wrist. The pain
lingered for months, a period during which

she experienced fevers as high as
103 degrees, and doctors struggled to
find the cause of her failing health. She
was rushed to the hospital one day by
her parents when the pain became
unbearable and she turned pale.
While she was hospitalized for a week,
doctors determined she had juvenile
rheumatoid arthritis—a condition that
sounds minor to many until they learn
that it’s the leading cause of disability for
children, Susie says.
“It’s different from regular arthritis,”
she says. “It can affect all my joints at
the same time and my organs. Once the
pain was so bad I had to be in a wheelchair for a month. I have to be given tons
of medicine. I had to be home-schooled
my freshman year because the

See BRAZIL, page 19

See TEENS, page 2

By John Shaughnessy

Even as she lived her version of the
American dream, Betty Nguyen knew she
had to do more with her life—especially
when she remembered a haunting moment
from her childhood.
Born in Vietnam, Nguyen is now a
CNN anchor who has contributed to the
network’s coverage of Hurricane Katrina,
the Iraqi elections, the London bombing
attacks and the death of Pope John Paul II.
Yet it’s another historic moment that
changed her life forever.
As the Vietnam War came to an end in
1975, Nguyen’s family raced toward one of
the last American cargo planes taking
South Vietnamese residents out of the
country. After being sent to three refugee

camps in three different countries,
Nguyen’s family finally arrived in the
United States—a move that has made all
the difference, she contends.
Still, she often thinks about what might
have been if her family hadn’t made that
plane, if they had to stay in Vietnam. That
thought stays with her, especially when she
views news reports from Vietnam showing
children struggling to live in poverty.
It’s why she became co-founder of
Help the Hungry, an organization that
strives to alleviate global hunger by
providing humanitarian relief to
poverty-stricken families.
“Help the Hungry is my way of making
a difference and offering some hope,”
Nguyen said. “It helps me realize I do have
See SERVICE, page 20
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Spirit of Service winners use blessings to help others

CNN anchor Betty Nguyen speaks at the Spirit
of Service Awards Dinner on April 26.
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pain was so bad.”
Now a sophomore at Cardinal Ritter High
School in Indianapolis, Susie works hard to
increase awareness about the disease that
affects 300,000 children in the United States.
Earlier this year, she made her second trip to
Washington, D.C., to meet with the staffs of
U.S. Congresswoman Julia Carson and
Senators Evan Bayh and Richard Lugar to
seek their support of the Arthritis
Prevention, Control and Cure Act.
“Susie is a great educator and a powerful
example of someone who lives and breathes
this disease,” says Ed Wills Jr., president of
the Indiana chapter of the Arthritis
Foundation. “Here she is, just 15 years old,
struggling to even walk through the halls of
Congress just to talk to someone about her
condition. Susie should be proud of what
she’s accomplished.”
If she is, she keeps it to herself. Instead,
she talks about the nationwide shortage of
pediatric rheumatologists and the need for
early diagnosis to prevent permanent
disability. She also mentions the upcoming
Arthritis Walk fundraiser in Indianapolis on
May 19.
“Right now, I’m doing really good,” she
says. “I’m able to participate in things at
school, which is great. I just want to help in
finding a cure in any way I can. I always
want to know if I can do more.”
A drive for independence
Daniel Kent had saved the money he
needed to make his dream come true: $4,000
for a used car that would give him the independence that most teenagers seek.
Yet Kent decided to use the money to
jump-start two organizations that he believed
could change lives.
Using most of his savings, he founded
Senior Connects, a volunteer organization
that gives senior citizens the computer training to connect with others. He also started
Net Literacy, an organization that provides
computers for children to help in their

After wanting to be a track star, Cardinal Ritter
High School student Susie Bickel has become a
champion for children suffering from juvenile
rheumatoid arthritis.

education.
“I really wanted to have this organization
grow beyond a backyard project,” says
Daniel, a senior at Brebeuf Jesuit
Preparatory School in Indianapolis. “To do
that required immense paperwork and legal
aspects that were mind-boggling.”
Daniel believes the money was well-spent.
Since 2003, Senior Connects has provided
computer access to about 20,000 senior citizens in independent and assisted-living
facilities in three states. His volunteer organization has also raised more than $500,000
in grants and donations of computers, many
of which his group has refurbished and
given to children from needy families.
“It started when I volunteered at my
public library, teaching computer skills,” he
says. “One day, I was teaching a gentleman
who said he really enjoyed the program and
he was talking about it to a friend at his
retirement community. His friend was
confined to a wheelchair, and he couldn’t
learn how to use a computer because there
was no one at the retirement home to teach
him. I wanted to help his friend.”
When Daniel couldn’t find a program to
help the man, he started Senior Connects.
Now, there are about 150 student volunteers
in the program that is expanding across the
country.
Daniel’s rewards include the cookies that
senior citizens sometimes bake for him. His
parents also bought him a 2001 green
Subaru sedan because “they got really tired
of driving me all around,” Daniel says with
a laugh.
“Our generation has been labeled ‘The
Me Generation’ by a lot of sociologists and
the general media,” he says. “My personal
goal is to help everyone. By empowering
others, not only do you provide them with
more opportunities, it builds and leads to
other people helping others.”
‘We’ve all been changed by this’
The image of the small boy kept tugging
at the hearts and gnawing at the consciences
of Sarah Commiskey, Elisabeth Patterson,
Claire Schaffner and Eleanor McReynolds.
The four seniors at Bishop Chatard High
School in Indianapolis kept thinking about
the boy after they watched Invisible
Children, a documentary about the civil war
in Northern Uganda that focuses on how
children are kidnapped by the rebel army
and forced to become soldiers.
“They show different kids,” Claire says.
“Some have starved, some have been
attacked with machetes. They’re missing
legs, and one boy cries because he’s been
forced to kill. There’s also this boy who
says he can’t cry because if he does it will
show his weakness. Then the boy starts
crying. It’s like the whole grief of a nation
is exemplified in this little boy.”
Touched, the four friends decided to try
to help the children who flee from their
homes and walk miles to find shelter at
hospitals, schools and parks away from the
rebel camps.
They raised money for the children by
selling DVDs of the documentary and
creating T-shirts that read “Invisible
Children” on the front and “If you don’t see
them, who will?” on the back.
They also raised awareness through their
efforts to have the documentary shown in
some religion classes at Bishop Chatard and
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Above, second from the right,
Daniel Kent of Brebeuf Jesuit
Preparatory School started an
organization that gives computer
training to senior citizens and
provides computers for children
from needy families.

Left, Roncalli High School student
Laura Mountel helps to refurbish a
home during a weeklong service
trip to West Virginia.

by advertising the Web site at
www.invisiblechildren.com.
Claire even asked her boss, Michael
Sahm of Sahm’s Place, if they could have
a fundraiser at the Indianapolis restaurant.
He agreed, committing a certain percentage of sales one evening to the effort. All
the money the friends have raised will be
donated to a school in Uganda.
“We are all made in the image of God,”
Sarah says. “No matter what race, color or
origin we come from, we all deserve to be
treated like God’s children. We should
definitely help any way we can.”
Elisabeth nods her head in agreement.
“It made me see we can be the change
we want to see in the world,” she says.
The experience has touched their lives
so much that some have even switched
their college plans to medicine and nursing
so they can help heal others in the future.
“We’ve all been changed by this,”
Eleanor says. “This has helped us find that
God has a plan for every person. God has
blessed us. He wants his children to look
out for other children around the world.”
The small moments that last
In four years at Roncalli, Laura
Mountel has performed more than
430 hours of community service. But it’s
not the time she remembers; it’s the small
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moments that linger forever in her mind.
Like the elderly couple she met during
a weeklong service trip to Appalachia last
summer, a couple who must have thanked
her and her fellow workers at least
20 times for completing a badly-needed
paint job for their house. Or the smile on
the face of the deaf man after they built a
new porch for his house.
“The things we were doing seemed so
small to us, but it seemed like a new
beginning to them,” Laura says.
There are also the memories of playing
bingo nearly every Wednesday afternoon
at an Indianapolis nursing home.
“We’d listen to their stories, and it
made them happy,” she says. “They
actually had a countdown board to when
we would come again.”
She has also taught a Sunday School
class for 2-year-olds at her parish,
St. Barnabas in Indianapolis. And she
has led A Promise to Keep sessions for
middle-school students, talking to them
about chastity and abstaining from sex
until marriage.
“I don’t have a lot of free time because
I do a lot of extracurriculars,” Laura says.
“But when I have the time, I make it. It’s
really not that hard for you to do. It makes
you think about and appreciate what you
have.” †
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Deacon sees human side of prisoners labeled as ‘monsters’
Deacon Malcolm
Lunsford and his wife,
Shirley, pray with
death-row inmate
James Harrison
during an afternoon
Communion call at the
Indiana State Prison in
Michigan City, Ind., in
late February. The
couple regularly visits
the state prison
together, praying and
chatting with inmates.
(See related story,
page 13.)

CNS photo/Karen Callaway, Northwest Indiana Catholic

MERRILLVILLE, Ind. (CNS)—After nearly seven years
in prison ministry, Deacon Malcolm Lunsford has not “seen
any monsters” on death row, “just a lot of guys who’ve gone
wrong somewhere.”
That includes David Leon Woods, an inmate scheduled to
be executed by lethal injection on May 4 at the Indiana State
Prison in Michigan City. Deacon Lunsford describes Woods
as the most remorseful inmate he has ever met.
Woods, now 42, was 19 when he stabbed a neighbor,
Juan Placencia, 21 times during an attempt to steal a
television. He was sentenced to death on March 28, 1985.
Deacon Lunsford said that while Woods has been on
“the row” he has “learned to forgive himself. He’s never
denied his guilt. He’s never created a problem.”
Woods serves as a porter to his fellow inmates, bringing
them meals and water.
Deacon Lunsford has been ministering to prison inmates
since he was ordained to the diaconate for the Diocese of
Gary, Ind., in 2000. During his weekly visits to the state
prison, he makes an effort to come early to spend time with
Woods, but he can only communicate with the prisoner from
outside the cell.
“We talk, and he’s completely at peace,” the deacon said,
noting that Woods insists he’s “ready” for his execution.
The deacon cited the efforts of Wanda Callahan, Woods’
spiritual director from the Church of the Brethren in Goshen,
Ind., in working with the prisoner.
“The important thing is that he’s forgiven himself. He
realizes he’s done wrong,” Deacon Lunsford told the
Northwest Indiana Catholic, diocesan newspaper of Gary.
“In order to be at peace and be with Our Lord, you have to
be at peace with yourself.”
The state prison in Michigan City has 21 inmates on death
row. Deacon Lunsford and his wife, Shirley, along with other
deacons and clergy, spend time with inmates on Tuesday
evenings. Services alternate weekly between Masses and
Communion services. Permission has recently been granted
to bring all the death-row inmates to one cell for Mass.
Two years ago, Deacon Lunsford attended the execution
of Gregory Scott Johnson, a convicted murderer. He said

Johnson gave him “a big smile and a thumbs up” prior to the
fatal injection.
Even though Johnson also had made his peace, the
deacon is still uncomfortable with the death penalty.
“What are we proving? They’re locked up. They can’t
hurt anybody,” he said. “But the law says no, we kill them.”
“We’re killing them because they killed,” Shirley
Lunsford added. “It’s not right.”
The deacon, who has met with victims’ families,
said they are often still as angry even after the execution.
“There’s no closure until a person has forgiveness,”
he said.
Bishop Dale J. Melczek of Gary, who has written
Gov. Mitch Daniels for a stay of execution for Woods in

favor of life imprisonment without parole, noted that the
death penalty has long been eliminated in other developed
countries. Studies have shown, the bishop said, that capital
punishment “does not help effect healing in the families of
victims and does not deter crimes.”
Woods has some relatives who occasionally visit him.
Other visitors have included some of his victim’s children,
who came to forgive him, Deacon Lunsford said.
“David’s had a hard life,” the deacon said, citing family
and other personal problems. “He’s just a nice young man.
You see these guys in prison and you wonder what in the
world happened to them to get them in prison?
“These guys, at one time in their life, have been very,
very violent,” he said, “but not now.” †

Deacon: Woods ‘at peace’ and ‘right with God’ as execution date nears
By Mary Ann Wyand

Death row inmate David Leon Woods, who is scheduled
to die by lethal injection early on May 4 at the Indiana State
Prison in Michigan City, Ind., told a priest and deacon that
he is “at peace” and believes that he is “right with God.”
During pastoral visits at the prison in recent months,
Woods talked with Holy Cross Father Thomas McNally of
Notre Dame, Ind., from the Fort Wayne-South Bend Diocese,
as well as Deacons Malcolm Lunsford and Mark Plaiss from
the Gary Diocese.
Woods, who is 42, was sentenced to death for the
1984 slaying of Juan Placencia, a neighbor in Garrett, Ind.
On April 23, Indiana Parole Board members voted against
recommending clemency for Woods after hearing testimony
during a public hearing at the Indiana Government Center in
Indianapolis.
As The Criterion went to press on May 1, Gov. Mitch
Daniels had not commuted Woods’ capital sentence to life in
prison without parole.
In a recent appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court, attorneys
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for Woods had argued that he is mentally retarded and should
not be executed.
The attorneys also had unsuccessfully petitioned the
Indiana Supreme Court to consider evidence that Woods
suffers from brain damage and dysfunction.
Deacon Plaiss, who ministers as the communications
director for the Gary Diocese, said in a May 1 telephone
interview that Woods “seemed to be at peace” when he visited
him on death row in recent months.
Deacon Plaiss said Deacon Lunsford also ministers to
prisoners incarcerated at the state prison and visited Woods,
who is not Catholic, on a regular basis.
“It’s one thing to argue the merits of the death penalty in
the abstract,” Deacon Plaiss said, “but when you get up on
death row and you see the guys, you have a different
perspective.
“I always keep in mind that the men who are on death row
have committed heinous crimes and they have victims,” he
said, “and those victims have families and they’re suffering as
well. But when you talk to the men up on death row and you
hear their story … you want to say, “These men are [made] in
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God’s image as well. It’s not right to kill them.’ ”
Deacon Plaiss said he believes that people who are
pro-life must oppose capital punishment.
“Those of us who are against the death penalty are not
saying that these men should be released in society,” he said.
“We’re just saying they should be behind bars for the rest of
their natural life. … They’re not monsters. … They are
human beings.
“It’s different when you talk to them,” Deacon Plaiss said.
“It’s different when you see them face to face and look them
in the eye [behind bars]. You can shake their hand. You can
give them Communion. You can hold their hands when you
pray with them.”
Woods has a spiritual director, Wanda Callahan, from the
Church of the Brethren in Goshen, Ind. †
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Editorial

Dangers of The Secret
o you want to know a secret?
Enough to pay almost $60 for it?
Plenty of people do.
Simon & Schuster has hit a
gold mine with The Secret.
Thanks to Oprah Winfrey, Larry
King and others, the book ($23.95) by
that name has been at the top of the
bestsellers list for three months.
And, of course, if you have the
book you really should buy the DVD
($34.95). The publishing company
has reprinted 1 million copies of the
book—a record.
What is the secret? It’s what the
book’s author, Rhonda Byrne, calls
“the Law of Attraction.” It’s a law
that only a few historical figures
knew—people like Plato, Galileo,
Einstein, Lincoln and Churchill, for
example. You know, the really great
people. Naturally, they wanted to
keep the law a secret from the
hoi polloi.
It’s a secret, by the way, that,
according to Byrne, the Catholic
Church did its best to keep. The
Church certainly doesn’t want the
masses to learn it.
This “Law of Attraction” says
simply, “Like attracts like.” If you
think positive thoughts, positive
things will happen. If you think
negative thoughts, negative things
will happen. It’s all up to you. If you
want something badly enough, and
really focus your attention on it,
you’ll get it—especially if it’s
something like a new car or a larger
home.
Byrne says that she uncovered the
secret when she read The Secrets of
Getting Rich, written by Wallace D.
Wattles and published in 1910—
almost 100 years ago. Apparently, she
had positive thoughts about
publishing a bestseller. The “secret”
for doing so is actually well-known:
determine what lots of people want to
read and give it to them. Obviously,
there are plenty of people who want
to know the secret of getting wealthy.
Haven’t we heard all this before?
Of course we have. Norman Vincent
Peale’s book on The Power of Positive
Thinking was a bestseller for decades.
And it’s hard not to hear the
preachers who assure us that we’ll get
wealthy if only we listen to them—
and, of course, send money to help
their ministry.

D

We’re certainly not opposed to
positive thinking. In fact, we
wholeheartedly encourage it. But we
would venture to suggest that there is
more to life than thinking positive
thoughts. Frankly, we find the whole
matter superstitious and part of the
New Age nonsense.
It came from the New Age
movement, according to an article in
the March 25 issue of Our Sunday
Visitor, which reported on the success
of The Secret.
It said that Byrne stumbled across
Esther Hicks, a New Age guru who
had already taught the “Law of
Attraction” for 20 years. They teamed
up, and Hicks narrated the original
DVD released in 2006. Hicks insisted,
though, that it wasn’t really her doing
the narrating, that she was merely
channeling a collection of
otherworldly spirits who call
themselves “Abraham.”
Hicks and Byrne subsequently had
a falling out, and the present DVD
was produced without her narration—
or, presumably, “Abraham’s.”
Sometimes lost in the idea of
thoughts controlling events is the idea
that negative thoughts cause negative
events. This means that the individual
is to blame for all the suffering that
comes into his or her life. If you’re
sick or poor or have a bad accident,
it’s because you weren’t thinking
positively. This can be dangerous
stuff.
Byrne is right about one thing: The
Catholic Church has opposed this
type of thinking ever since it opposed
Gnosticism, an early heresy that
taught that Jesus and only a few of
his followers, including Gnostics,
shared a secret knowledge.
We agree with the editors of
Our Sunday Visitor who editorialized
about The Secret. They wrote: “In
contrast to the self-centeredness of
this year’s ‘prosperity gospel,’ the
real Gospel asks us to lose our lives
so that we can save them. It warns
against putting one’s faith in material
possessions, and it asks us first and
foremost to recognize that God is
creator and master of our universe. In
short, the real Gospel asks us to be
humble before God, while this ersatz
gospel would make us gods.”
— John F. Fink

Reflections on Virginia Tech: Is
there any defense against malice?
Ever since the Columbine High School
massacre in 1999 and the Washington-area
Beltway sniper attacks
of 2002, “lockdown”
is a word that’s been
lifted out of the
penitentiary lexicon
and dropped into
student handbooks
across the nation.
When shots are heard,
go immediately into a
protective lockdown
mode and await further instructions from
authorities.
But how do you lock down a sprawling
campus? How do you make hundreds of
campus buildings, replete with entrances
and exits, safe from armed attackers or
hidden bombs? Is there any defense against
malice, and if there is, how can you tell if
and when it’s coming?
It is malice, by the way, that was
operative in the Beltway shootings,
Columbine killings and Virginia Tech
massacre. There is evil in the world.
Malice can find its way into the minds
and hearts of persons young or old. Once
there, malicious intent can release
destructive force. Two high school students
killed 12 of their peers and a teacher, and
wounded 24 others at Columbine before
taking their own lives. One gunman killed
32 people and then himself at Virginia
Tech. The suicide at Virginia Tech ended
the search for a perpetrator, but shed no
light on the motive. We are left to wonder
why as we ponder prevention possibilities
on campuses everywhere.
On what would have been an otherwisenormal morning on April 16 at Virginia
Tech, a campus community of some
26,000 people was neither ready nor able to
prevent the largest massacre in the history
of American higher education.
But was the campus community
unprepared? To ask the same question in
another way, was any preparation possible?
The campus community was not
necessarily unprepared. Yes, preparation is
indeed possible. In the Christian view of
life after death, preparation for life through
death is a definite possibility. Indeed, it is a
necessity for the successful completion of a
Christian life.
Prevention—as opposed to

preparation—neither is nor was possible at
Virginia Tech.
Why?
Because there is no defense against
malice in our world.
But preparation is always possible.
There is a preparation for anything in a
person whose human will is aligned with
the will of God. Preparation for any
eventuality is the story of a human life
lived in accord with the will of the Creator
of that life.
That’s why campus ministry is as
important as the counseling center on a
college campus. Certainly, psychological
trauma requires immediate attention, but so
does the stress on faith and the strain on
spirituality.
Moreover, the power of faith and
religion to ready the human spirit to
withstand any assault, physical or
psychological, cannot be overestimated.
That’s why the Church has to provide this
ministry in campus settings that are not
Catholic.
Liturgically—especially
sacramentally—the believer must be helped
to heal in the broken places. Near-campus
parishes and on-campus ministry centers
provide the space and facilitate the
reflection that students need if they are to
permit sacramental grace and the interpretative framework provided by the Christian
Gospel to work the wonders they are
capable of working.
The physical attractiveness and
proximity of Catholic ministry facilities to
the students is important. The young must
be drawn to them during their formative
years so that they can reflect on the
meaning of life, their purpose in life and
the laws of God within which the good life
is to be lived.
Without ministry, we will be permitting
our young to sleepwalk at their peril
through a world of good and evil.
Preparation is always possible even
where prevention fails.
(Jesuit Father William J. Byron is a former
president of The Catholic University of
America in Washington, D.C., and the
University of Scranton in Scranton, Pa. He
is currently the president of St. Joseph’s
Preparatory School in Philadelphia. His
e-mail address is WByron@sjprep.org.) †

The Criterion Friday, May 4, 2007

Page 5

ARCHBISHOP/ARZOBISPO DANIEL M. BUECHLEIN, O.S.B.

SEEKING THE
FACE OF THE LORD
BUSCANDO LA
CARA DEL SEÑOR

Modesty helps us live according to God’s plan

R

ecently, after Mass at one of our
parishes, a woman told me that with
the coming of spring and summer I
need to tell folks they should dress
modestly when they come to Church.
I would make the case that modesty
should be characteristic at any time, not
just “in church,” so I will address the
sensitive issue in two parts. It is one thing
to talk about how we conduct ourselves in
church. It is another topic to talk about
modesty in dress.
If one follows recent liturgical
directives, both from the Holy See and
from our U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, one of the recent themes concerns
a sense of the sacred and the respect due to
the celebration of the liturgy, the Eucharist
in particular.
The reform of the liturgy over the last
decades has promoted an awareness that
we gather to celebrate the Mass as a
community. In fact, Pope Benedict XVI’s
recent apostolic letter on the Eucharist
calls it the “Sacrament of Charity.”
The ideal of promoting active participation in the Eucharist has led to a kind of
informality of presence at Mass. I also
believe that the provision for Saturday and
Sunday evening Masses (to make the
Eucharist more accessible) may have
triggered for some the sense that these are
more “laid back,” “come as you are”
celebrations.
We may have gone overboard. Loss of a
sense of the sacred is a loss. It is essential
that we keep in mind the principle that

how we celebrate the Eucharist affects how
we believe in the sacrament and what we
believe.
Active participation does not mean we
are merely participating in a socializing
event with friends. The eucharistic banquet
which unites us also celebrates an awesome
mystery. Each time Mass is celebrated, the
sacrifice of Christ is re-presented in
mystery; it is the decisive event of our
salvation.
Greater approachability to this marvelous
gift is important. But so is respectful awe.
Active participation includes respectfully
listening to God’s Word, responding in song
as well as being attentive to the eucharistic
mystery and worthy reception of
Communion. This requires a certain degree
of composure, stillness and silence.
The architecture of our more recent
churches provides a narthex or gathering
space for friend-making and visiting before
and after Mass.
St. Charles Borromeo once told his
priests that if they are seriously distracted
during Mass, perhaps they need to ask what
they were doing in the sacristy beforehand.
The need for composure and focus applies
to all of us. Part of that stillness and
composure does, indeed, include how we
dress and whether or not we think we are
participating in something special.
That leads me to the matter of dress.
There is a difference between informality in
dress and modesty. No doubt, informal dress
is more acceptable in our culture and that is
not all bad.

But I get the impression that because of
what currently passes as culturally and
socially acceptable deportment in dress has,
as it were, immunized many folks’ sensitivity
to modesty.
The term “modesty” itself has virtually
disappeared from common parlance; its use
embarrasses some people.
I have remarked before that I am often
amazed when parents allow their daughters
to present themselves for the sacrament of
confirmation in less than appropriate apparel,
dress that by ordinary standards would not be
acceptable in any situation.
Some sponsors and parents are similarly
attired. Their lack of embarrassment makes
me wonder whether they may be unaware of
the immodesty of their dress, though I would
find that surprising.
Apparently, the prevailing style of dress
for young women is simply accepted by
many people. I realize this is a sensitive topic
to raise with mothers and fathers. Some tell
me it is difficult to find modest clothing for
their daughters. Others tell me they simply
lose the argument because youth are so styleconscious. And still others look at me as if I
am hopelessly out of touch.
Yet this is a serious issue. “Modesty is a
virtue necessary for purity. It flows out of the
virtues of temperance, chastity and

self-control. A modest person dresses,
speaks and acts in a manner that supports
and encourages purity and chastity, not in a
manner that would tempt or encourage
sinful sexual behavior. Modesty protects
the mystery of the person in order to avoid
exploiting the other. … Modesty ensures
and supports purity of heart, a gift that
enables us to see God’s plan for personal
relationships, sexuality and marriage”
(United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults, USCCB, pp. 441-42).
Admittedly, our Church’s promotion of
the virtues of modesty and purity is a sign
of contradiction in an overly eroticized
society. The awesome mystery of the
human person is at stake and that has
serious consequences. †
Do you have an intention for
Archbishop Buechlein’s prayer list?
You may mail it to him at:
Archbishop Buechlein’s
Prayer List
Archdiocese of Indianapolis
1400 N. Meridian St.
P.O. Box 1410
Indianapolis, IN 46202-1410

Archbishop Buechlein’s intention for vocations for May
Seminarians: that they will be faithful to prayer and study , and persevere in their
desire to serve God and the Church as priests.

La modestia nos ayuda a vivir según el plan de Dios

R

ecientemente después de Misa en una
de nuestras parroquias una mujer me
dijo que con la llegada de la
primavera y el verano debía decirles a los
feligreses que se vistieran modestamente
cuando fueran a la Iglesia.
Debo señalar que la modestia debería ser
una característica demostrada en todo
momento, no solamente “en la iglesia”, de
modo que abordaré este tema tan delicado
en dos partes. Una cosa es hablar sobre
cómo nos comportamos en la iglesia. Hablar
sobre la modestia a la hora de vestirse es
otro tema.
Si uno sigue las directivas litúrgicas
recientes, tanto de la Santa Sede como de la
Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de
EE.UU., uno de los temas de discusión se
refiere al sentido de lo sagrado y del respeto
que merece la celebración de la liturgia y en
particular, la Eucaristía.
En las últimas décadas, la reforma de la
liturgia ha fomentado la conciencia de que
nos reunimos para celebrar la Misa como
comunidad. De hecho, la carta apostólica
más reciente del Papa Benedicto XVI sobre
la Eucaristía, se refiere a ella como el
“Sacramento de la Caridad.”
El ideal de promover una participación
activa en la Eucaristía ha conllevado a un
cierto tipo de presencia informal en la Misa.
Asimismo, considero que la creación de las
Misas de los sábados y los domingos en la
tarde (para hacer la Eucaristía más
accesible), quizás haya despertado en
algunos la sensación de que éstas son
celebraciones más “informales” o “según su
conveniencia.”
Tal vez se nos haya pasado la mano. La
carencia del sentido de lo sagrado es una
pérdida. Es esencial que recordemos el

principio de que la forma cómo celebramos la
Eucaristía afecta cómo creemos en el
sacramento y qué creemos.
La participación activa no significa
meramente que participemos en un evento de
socialización con unos amigos. El banquete
de la Eucaristía que nos une también celebra
un misterio increíble. Cada vez que se celebra
la Misa, el sacrificio de Cristo se representa
en el misterio; éste constituye el evento
decisivo de nuestra salvación.
Es importante poder tener mayor acceso
a este obsequio tan maravilloso. Pero
también lo es demostrar un temor
reverencial. La participación activa
comprende escuchar respetuosamente la
Palabra de Dios, respondiendo a los
cánticos, así como estar atentos al misterio
eucarístico y recibir de modo adecuado la
Comunión. Esto requiere un cierto grado de
compostura, sosiego y silencio.
La arquitectura de nuestras iglesias más
modernas presenta un nártex o espacio de
reunión destinado a la socialización y conversación antes y después de la Misa.
San Carlos Borromeo les dijo una vez a
sus sacerdotes que si se está verdaderamente
distraído durante la Misa, tal vez debería
preguntarse qué estaba haciendo antes en la
sacristía. La necesidad de compostura y
concentración se aplica a todos nosotros.
Parte de dicho sosiego y compostura
ciertamente incluye cómo nos vestimos y en
el hecho de si consideramos que estamos
participando en algo especial.
Esto me lleva al tema de la vestimenta.
Existe una diferencia entre la vestimenta
informal y la modestia. Sin duda, una
vestimenta informal es más aceptable en
nuestra cultura y esto no tiene nada de malo.
Pero me da la impresión de que, debido a

lo que se toma hoy en día como aceptable
modo que fomenta y fortalece la pureza y la
desde el punto de vista cultural y social en lo
castidad, no de un modo que tiente o invite
atinente a la ropa, muchas persona se han
comportamientos sexuales pecaminosos. La
vuelto inmunes a la modestia.
modestia protege el misterio de la persona a
El término “modestia” en sí ha
fin de evitar la explotación del otro… La
desaparecido prácticamente del vocabulario
modestia garantiza y promueve la pureza de
común; su uso avergüenza a algunas personas. corazón, un don que nos permite ver el plan
He comentado anteriormente que muchas
de Dios para las relaciones personales, la
veces me sorprende que algunos padres
sexualidad y el matrimonio” (Catecismo
permitan que sus hijas se presenten al
Católico de Estados Unidos para Adultos,
sacramento de la confirmación en trajes que
USCCB, pp. 441-42).
están muy lejos de ser presentables, ropa que
Ciertamente el estímulo de las virtudes
según los estándares comunes no serían
de la modestia y la pureza de nuestra Iglesia
aceptables en ninguna situación.
es un símbolo de contradicción en una
Algunos padrinos y padres se visten de
sociedad plagada por el erotismo. El
modo similar. Su falta de vergüenza me hace
maravilloso misterio de la persona humana
cuestionarme si tal vez no serán conscientes
está en juego y eso tiene graves
de la falta de recato de su ropa, aunque esto
consecuencias. †
me parecería sorprendente.
Aparentemente el modo de vestir predom¿Tiene una intención que desee
inante entre las jóvenes es simplemente
incluir en la lista de oración del
aceptado por muchos. Entiendo que este es un
Arzobispo Buechlein? Puede enviar
tema muy delicado para tratar con padres y
su correspondencia a:
madres. Algunos me dicen que es difícil
encontrar ropa modesta para sus hijas. Otros
Lista de oración del Arzobispo
argumentan que simplemente no pueden ganar
Buechlein
la discusión ya que los jóvenes se preocupan
Arquidiócesis
de Indianápolis
mucho por la moda. Y también hay aquellos
1400
N.
Meridian
St.
que me miran como si estuviera irremediaP.O. Box 1410
blemente desconectado de la realidad.
Indianapolis, IN 46202-1410
Sin embargo, este es un tema serio. “La
modestia es una virtud necesaria para la
pureza. Se deriva de las virtudes de la
moderación, la castidad y el autocontrol. Una Traducido por: Daniela Guanipa,
persona modesta se viste, habla y actúa de un Language Training Center, Indianapolis.

La intención de vocaciones del Ar zobispo Buechlein para mayo
Seminaristas: ¡Que ellos sean fieles a la oración y estudien, y continúen en su deseo
de servir a Dios y la Iglesia como sacerdotes!
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Events Calendar
May 4
Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary Church, 520 Stevens St.,
Indianapolis. Lumen Dei meeting, Mass, 6:30 a.m., breakfast
and program at Priori Hall,
Father Guy Roberts, administrator of St. Joan of Arc Parish,
presenter, $10 members,
$15 guests. Information: 317919-5316 or e-mail
LumenDei@sbcglobal.net.

May 6
St. Mary Parish, 317 N. New
Jersey St., Indianapolis. Catholic
Charismatic Renewal of Central
Indiana, “Gran Concierto de
Evangelización Carismática”
concert, 3-8 p.m., $10 per person. Information: 317-571-0917
or e-mail ccrci@inholyspirit.org.
Saint Meinrad Archabbey and
School of Theology, 200 Hill
Drive, St. Meinrad. Monte
Cassino pilgrimage, “Mary,

Our Mother of Hope,” Benedictine Brother Jeremiah Grosse,
presenter, 2 p.m. Information:
812-357-6501.

holy hour, Mass 2 p.m., Father
Elmer Burwinkel, celebrant.
Information: 812-689-3551.

Saint Meinrad Archabbey and
School of Theology, Apiary,
200 Hill Drive, St. Meinrad.
Beekeepers Field Clinic,
11 a.m., potluck lunch,
12:30 p.m., program. Information: e-mail
news@saintmeinrad.edu.

St. Bartholomew Parish, 1306
27th St., Columbus. “Divorce
Care,” 7-9 p.m., eight-week
series through July 2. Information: 812-379-9353, ext. 333.

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods,
Providence Center, St. Mary-ofthe-Woods. Book signing, Julie
Young, author of A Belief in
Providence: A Life of Saint
Theodora Guérin, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Information: 812-535-2810.
MKVS and Divine Mercy
Center, Rexville, located on 925
South, .8 mile east of 421 South
and 12 miles south of Versailles.
Confession, 1 p.m. followed by

Retreats and Programs
May 4-6
Mount St. Francis Center for Spirituality,
101 St. Anthony Drive, Mount St. Francis.
“12-Step Serenity Retreat: The Spirituality of
Imperfection.” Information: 812-923-8817.
Saint Meinrad Archabbey, 100 Hill Drive,
St. Meinrad. “Blessed Fra Angelico: An Art
and Spirituality Retreat,” Benedictine Father
Noël Mueller, presenter. Information: 812-3576611 or e-mail mzoeller@saintmeinrad.edu.

May 5
Benedict Inn Retreat and Conference Center,
1402 Southern Ave., Beech Grove.
“A Catholic/Protestant Conversation: Mary,
Mother of God,” 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., $50 per
person includes lunch. Information: 317-7887581 or e-mail benedictinn@yahool.com.

May 6
St. Louis Parish, Weigel Building, 13 St. Louis
Place, Batesville. “Marriage Is Forever,”
1-5:30 p.m., registration required, free-will
offering. Information: 812-933-6407.
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“Evensong: Scripture/Taizé Music and
Silence and Interfaith Prayer Service,”
4-5 p.m. Information: 812-933-6437 or e-mail
center@oldenburgosf.com.

May 10-31
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, convent,
Oldenburg. “Praying with Mary, Our
Mother,” 1:15-2:30 p.m. Information: 812-9336437 or e-mail center@oldenburgosf.com.

May 11-12
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.

May 7

Mount Saint Francis Retreat
Center, 101 St. Anthony Drive,
Mount St. Francis. Louisville
Catholic Charismatic Renewal,
Mass, 7 p.m. Information: 502239-0208 or e-mail
mlandbfritsch@bellsouth.net.

May 8
St. Paul Hermitage, 501 N. 17th
Ave., Beech Grove. Ave Maria
Guild meeting, 12:30 p.m.
Information: 317-881-5818.
St. Luke Parish, gymnasium,
7575 Holliday Drive E., Indianapolis. “Mary’s W.A.Y.,”

56th St., Indianapolis. “How Women Pray,”
Father Jeff Godecker, presenter, $100 per
person. Information: 317-545-7681 or
www.archindy.org/fatima.

May 12
Christ the King Parish, 1827 Kessler Blvd.,
E. Drive, Indianapolis. Adult confirmation
retreat, “The Holy Spirit in the Life of the
Church,” 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. $20 per person,
registration deadline May 1. Information: 317253-2193, ext 4.

May 13
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Mother’s Day Mass
and Brunch,” Mass, 10 a.m., brunch $15 per
person, children under 5 no charge. Information:
317-545-7681 or www.archindy.org/fatima.

May 17
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Mary in My Life,”
Father Jonathan Meyer, presenter, 8:30 a.m.2:30 p.m. $35 per person. Information: 317-5457681 or www.archindy.org/fatima.
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, convent,
Oldenburg. “In the Spirit, Signs of Life,”
Franciscan Father Carl Hawver, presenter. Information: 812-933-6437 or e-mail center@olden
burgosf.com.

May 18-20
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Tobit Weekend,”
$280 per couple. Information: 317-545-7681.
Mount St. Francis Center for Spirituality,
101 St. Anthony Drive, Mount St. Francis.
“Women’s Retreat: Dreams of Healing.”
Information: 812-923-8817.

Carmelite Sister Teresa of Jesus
professes vows at Terre Haute
Discalced Carmelite Sister Teresa of
Jesus, the former Jeanette Griffith, made
her solemn profession of vows
on Divine Mercy
Sunday, April 15,
with the Carmel
at the Monastery
of St. Joseph in
Terre Haute.
This act of
commitment
binds her for life
to the Discalced
Carmelite order
as a permanent member of the Terre
Haute community.
Sister Teresa was born in Trinidad, and
had a rich and varied life before entering
the Carmel of Terre Haute on Aug. 15,
2000. She was married, has a grown
daughter, Lia, and practiced as a professional midwife in England, Holland and
the U.S.
After her daughter reached the age of
independence, Griffith began to seriously
explore the possibility of realizing her
desire to become a woman religious.

She had been a member of a lay
secular Carmelite community for several
years when she began her search to enter
religious life.
She entered the Carmel of Terre Haute
on Aug. 15, 2000, received the habit of
Carmel on Oct. 15, 200l, and made her
first profession on April 15, 2004.
Sister Teresa of Jesus has now sealed
her commitment with her solemn profession of poverty, chastity and obedience
according to the Rule and Constitutions of
the Discalced Carmelite order.
Upon making her solemn profession,
Sister Teresa was given the black veil, the
Carmelite symbol of a permanently
professed religious. The black veil
replaces the white veil she wore as a
novice and a nun in temporary vows.
She is now a chapter member of the
community, taking part in decisionmaking and assuming more responsibilities. Her nursing skills are a significant
gift to the community.
The sisters rejoiced with Sister Teresa
as she gave her life to Jesus through a
permanent commitment of love and
fidelity in the service of the Church. †

evening of dining, music
fellowship for women, 6:459 p.m., $15 per person. Information: 317-259-4373, ext. 511.
Sisters of St. Francis, Michaela
Farm, Oldenburg. “Nature and
Me” series, session 1 of 4,
10-11:15 a.m., infants through
age 3 and adult caregiver, Beth
Ernst-Major, presenter, $20 for
the series. Information: 812933-0661 or michaelafarm@
seidata.com.
St. Pius X Parish, Activity
Room, 7200 Sarto Drive, Indianapolis. “Forgiveness,” Separated
and Divorced Catholics, support
group, Amy Barnes, presenter.
Information: 317-578-8254 or
archdiocesan Office of Family
Ministries, 317-236-1596 or 800382-9836, ext. 1596.

May 9
M.A.P. Center, 300 S. Madison

Ave., Suite 201, Greenwood.
Marian College Adult Programs (M.A.P.), information
meeting, 6 p.m. Information:
317-889-0069 or
www.marian.edu.
St. Athanasius the Great Byzantine Church, St. Mary Hall,
1117 Blaine Ave., Indianapolis.
Catholic Charismatic Renewal of
Central Indiana, praise, worship
and healing prayers, 7:158:45 p.m. Information: 317-5921992, www.inholyspirit.org or
e-mail ccrci@inholyspirit.org.

May 10
St. Francis Hospital and Health
Centers, 3145 E. Thompson
Road, Indianapolis. Senior
Promise Program, registered
pharmacists work individually
with seniors to assess their medications, appointment required.
Information: 317-782-6660.

May 20
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Pre Cana Conference”
for engaged couples, 1:45-6 p.m. Information:
317-545-7681, 317-236-1596 or 800-382-9836,
ext. 1596.

June 1-2
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, convent, Oldenburg. Men’s golf retreat. Information: 812-9336437 or e-mail center@oldenburgosf.com.

June 1-3
Kordes Retreat Center, 841 E. 14th St., Ferdinand, Ind. “Still Full of Sap, Still Green:
Praying the Psalms,” Benedictine Father Godfrey Mullen, presenter. Information: 812-3672777, 800-880-2777 or kordes@thedome.org.

June 3
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Pre Cana Conference”
for engaged couples, 1:45-6 p.m. Information:
317-545-7681, 317-236-1596 or 800-382-9836,
ext. 1596.

May 11
St. Luke Church, 7575 Holiday
Drive, Indianapolis. Catholic
Charismatic Renewal of Central Indiana, teaching, 7 p.m.,
followed by praise, worship and
Mass. Information: 317-5921992, www.inholyspirit.org or
e-mail ccrci@inholyspirit.org.

May 12
Sisters of St. Francis, Michaela
Farm, Oldenburg. “Weaving
Your Own Basket,” 1-3 p.m.,
Joe Stephens, presenter. Information: 812-933-0661 or e-mail
michaelafarm@seidata.com.

May 14
St. Francis Hospital and Health
Centers, 8111 S. Emerson Ave.,
Indianapolis. “Look Good, Feel
Better,” free workshop for
women with cancer, 2 p.m.
Information: 317-784-4422 or
www.StFrancisHospitals.org/
cancer. †

Saint Meinrad Archabbey, 100 Hill Drive,
St. Meinrad. “Praying with Icons,” Benedictine
Brother Thomas Gricoski, presenter. Information: 812-357-6611 or e-mail mzoeller@saint
meinrad.edu.

June 16-22
Kordes Retreat Center, 841 E. 14th St., Ferdinand, Ind. “Intensive Centering Prayer
Retreat.” Information: 812-367-2777, 800-8802777 or kordes@thedome.org.
Kordes Retreat Center, 841 E. 14th St.,
Ferdinand, Ind. “Post-Intensive Centering
Prayer Retreat.” Information: 812-367-2777,
800-880-2777 or kordes@thedome.org.

June 22-24
Saint Meinrad Archabbey, 100 Hill Drive,
St. Meinrad. “The Saints in Our Lives,”
Benedictine Brother Silas Henderson, presenter.
Information: 812-357-6611 or e-mail
mzoeller@saintmeinrad.edu.

June 22-29

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Labyrinth 201,”
Bill Coleman, presenter, 7-9 p.m., free-will
offering. Information: 317-545-7681 or
www.archindy.org/fatima.

Kordes Retreat Center, 841 E. 14th St.,
Ferdinand, Ind. “Proclaiming the Gospel in a
Wounded World: Guided Retreat.”
Information: 812-367-2777, 800-880-2777 or
kordes@thedome.org.

June 9-16

June 24-30

Kordes Retreat Center, 841 E. 14th St., Ferdinand, Ind. “Directed Retreat,” Benedictine
Sister Linda Bittner, presenter. Information:
812-367-2777, 800-880-2777 or kordes@the
dome.org.

Benedict Inn Retreat and Conference Center,
1402 Southern Ave., Beech Grove. “Living
Mindfully, A Preached Retreat,” Benedictine
Sister Macrina Wiederkehr, presenter. Information: 317-788-7581 or e-mail
benedictinn@yahoo.com.

June 10
Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“Evensong: Scripture/Taizé Music and
Silence and Interfaith Prayer Service,”
4-5 p.m. Information: 812-933-6437 or e-mail
center@oldenburgosf.com.

June 11
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E. 56th
St., Indianapolis. “Praying with Father Jim
Farrell,” Father Jim Farrell, presenter,
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., $35 per person. Information: 317-545-7681 or www.archindy.org/fatima.

June 15-17
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Tobit Weekend,”
$280 per couple. Information: 317-545-7681.

June 25
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Volunteers, Seniors
and Friends Monthly Mass and Social,”
Mass, 9 a.m., continental breakfast following
Mass, free-will offering. Information: 317-5457681 or www.archindy.org/fatima.

June 25, 26 or 27
Benedict Inn Retreat and Conference Center,
1402 Southern Ave., Beech Grove. Garden
retreat, “Connecting With God, Friends and
Nature,” the home and gardens of Anne
La Porte, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., $45 includes German
breakfast, lunch and dessert. Information: 317788-7581 or e-mail benedictinn@yahoo.com.†

Author of St. Theodora book
to visit Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
The author of a new book about
St. Theodora Guérin, foundress of the
Sisters of Providence, will autograph copies
of her book about Indiana’s first saint on
May 6 at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods.
Julie Young of Indianapolis, who
wrote A Belief in Providence: A Life of
Saint Theodora Guerin, will autograph
books in the lobby of Providence Center
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
“I am very excited to bring this book
to the masses and to make this legendary
Hoosier figure accessible to all ages,”
Young said. “I really wanted to take a
secular approach with Mother Theodore’s

life. After all, a saint’s life is not only
halos and holy water. Mother Theodore
struggled on the Indiana frontier in order
to bring education to the youth of an
untamed land.”
Young is a graduate of Saint Mary-ofthe-Woods College. She traveled to Rome
in October 2006 for the canonization of
St. Theodora at the Vatican.
Providence Sister Marie Kevin Tighe,
who had worked toward the canonization
for 10 years and now serves as director of
the Office of the Shrine of St. Theodora,
wrote the forward to the book. The
congregation’s archives supplied photos. †
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Conference priorities to help families r eceives funding
By Brigid Curtis Ayer

While much of the attention on the state’s budget has
been geared toward property tax relief and whether
slot machines will be added to
Indiana’s horse racing industry,
the Indiana Catholic Conference
(ICC) has kept a watchful eye on
the budget for another reason—to
raise the dignity of lower-income
families in Indiana.
Several important funding
pieces to benefit lower-income
families moved in and out of the
state’s budget bill throughout the
last days of the session, and even
Glenn Tebbe
were moved during the final hours
before the Indiana General Assembly was scheduled to
adjourn on April 29 by midnight.
Access to health care for the uninsured, funding for
affordable housing, scholarship tax credits and special
savings accounts for low-income families topped
ICC’s list of priorities which were attached in some way
to the passage of this year’s state budget bill.
The budget bill, House Bill 1001, passed the Indiana
General Assembly late on April 29.
“I’m pleased that several important health care
provisions were included in the budget which will
benefit lower-income families and children,” said Glenn
Tebbe, ICC executive director, “but, unfortunately, the
scholarship tax credits were removed during the final
hours of the budget negotiations and did not pass.
“Health insurance for Indiana’s uninsured, which
originated as part of Gov. Mitch Daniels’ ‘Healthier
Indiana Plan,’ was improved upon by Democrat and
Republican lawmakers as it moved through the process,”
Tebbe said.
To fund this plan, Hoosier lawmakers passed House

Bill 1678, which raises the cigarette tax by 44 cents per
pack. Currently, the cigarette tax in Indiana is 55.5 cents
per pack, but under House Bill 1678, the
cigarette tax will jump to nearly a dollar,
or 99.5 cents per pack.
The ICC testified before state
lawmakers several times in support of this
plan, and Hoosier legislators passed a
budget that allocates funding for health
insurance coverage for the uninsured.
It is estimated that the cigarette tax would raise
$206 million annually and provide health insurance for
roughly 132,000 uninsured Hoosiers. Currently in
Indiana, there are 561,000 Hoosiers without health
insurance.
A portion of the cigarette tax will expand the eligibility
of children who qualify for health coverage in the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP). It is estimated that
39,000 Hoosier children will now be eligible for well care
provided through this program, which include early
childhood immunizations and regular doctor visits. Also
expanded through the CHIP health coverage will be access to
prenatal care for low-income expectant mothers. It is
estimated that an additional 17,000 mothers will be eligible
for prenatal care.
Also as part of the “Healthier Indiana Plan,”
businesses can be given tax credits for up to half of the
cost of wellness programs they institute in the
workplace as a way to encourage working Hoosiers to
adopt healthier lifestyles.
Lawmakers also restored funding to the Indiana
Tobacco Prevention and Cessation (ITPC) program, an
effort that helps Hoosiers quit smoking and works to
deter young people from starting to smoke.
Additionally, the cigarette tax will provide an
increase in Medicaid reimbursement for physicians and
dentists who care for poor families in Indiana.
“Many of the doctors who care for poor families were

Catholic Charities leaders,
beneficiaries ask Congress
to cut poverty in half
WASHINGTON (CNS)—Leaders of Catholic
Charities USA were joined on April 26 by two people who
have received aid from their local Catholic Charities affiliates
to ask Congress to cut poverty in half by the year 2020.
Father Larry Snyder, Catholic Charities’ president, said he
found it inconsistent in the United States, which has “more
color TVs per capita and more Nobel winners per capita,” that
“35 million find it hard to give themselves adequate nutrition
every day” and 37 million live in poverty.
Father Snyder told a Capitol Hill audience that requests for
help made to Catholic Charities affiliates last year were up
14 percent over 2005 levels. In 2005, he added, aid was given
to 6 million people.
“We see the plight of the working family that holds down
two or three jobs to make ends meet, but has trouble making
ends meet or finding an affordable place to live,” Father
Snyder said, adding that persistent poverty too often leads to
family discord and divorce.
“I hope the Congress can help assist Catholic Charities and
do whatever it can to stamp out poverty in the country,” said
Robbie Banner of Baltimore, who has received aid from
Catholic Charities affiliates there.
Banner praised Catholic Charities for what it “has done for
me the last 20 years of my lifetime.”
“Twenty years ago, at that time, I had pretty much given up
on life. I came in contact with Catholic Charities through their
soup kitchens—one of those places that feeds the homeless.”
After talking with a Catholic Charities worker there, he
added, “I started thinking about my life.”
Catholic Charities, he said, gave him “all the assistance I
needed—and I’m thankful—physically, spiritually, mentally
and morally. ... I’m grateful to them for that today.”
Bobbie McCoy of Denver, who brought with her to
Washington the three grandchildren she is raising, noted how
the cost of living has risen since “my first round of parenting.”
Then, milk was $1.89 a gallon and a loaf of bread cost
45 cents. Now, milk is $3.29 a gallon and bread has tripled in
price to $1.35 a loaf.
“I have to be careful in spending now because I don’t have
as much money as I used to,” McCoy said. “It takes a lot of
food to feed these children,” she said, gesturing in their
direction. “They are really growing. I am working every day as
a certified nursing assistant, but I need food stamps to help me
get through.”
Father Snyder said one of the top priorities in cutting
poverty would be to increase the nutrition provisions—
including food stamp outlays—in the farm bill currently being
worked on in Congress. Catholic Charities USA is one of
several Catholic and other religious organizations that have
formed the Religious Working Group on the Farm Bill.
“God does care how we behave as a nation,” said the
Rev. David Beckmann, head of Bread for the World, the
Christian citizens’ anti-hunger lobby. Churches, he added,
“can do a bit, but it’s not enough.” †

beginning to turn families away because they were
concerned they would not be reimbursed for their
services,” Tebbe said, “but with money
allocated in the state budget for this
specific purpose, doctors will be able to
continue their care for these families.”
Reducing homelessness by providing
more affordable housing options was
another ICC priority attached to the
budget. The aim of the original bill, House Bill 1351,
was to create a more reliable funding source for
affordable housing. The funding source language in
House Bill 1351 was amended into Senate Bill 500,
which passed, and the allocation for the funding passed
in the state budget bill.
“The good news is lawmakers have created new
permanent funding streams for both the state’s housing
trust fund and also for local housing trust funds,” Tebbe
said. “The measure will also allow new local housing
trust funds to be created in other communities.”
Currently, the city of Indianapolis and Monroe,
Vanderburg and Allen counties have local trust funds.
One way these funds help poor families is by allowing
eligible families to qualify for a housing subsidy.
Bill Bickel, executive director of Holy Family Shelter
and Holy Family Transitional Housing in Indianapolis, a
part of Catholic Charities, said that many families are
one paycheck or one incident away from being
homeless. A housing subsidy available through a
housing trust fund could give poor families enough
money to cover rent so they can remain in their
residence when unexpected financial situations arise.
For a listing on the status of other ICC priority bills,
go to the Indiana Catholic Conference’s Web site at
www.indiana.nasccd.org, and click on legislative update.
(Brigid Curtis Ayer is a correspondent for
The Criterion.) †
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Golden Frontier is sponsored by Catholic Shrine Pilgrimage,
a Catholic Non-Profit Organization

1-888-284-6725 — w ww.goldenfrontier.org —Fax: 618-234-9861

Featured Trips

FRANCE with Chaplain Rev. Jim Benz. Eleven days by a ir from St. Loui s or Ch icago to P aris.
Visits Nor mandy, Lour des, and P aris. Major sites i nclude Lour des Sh rine, Lit tle Fl ower
Shrine of S t. T herese at Li sieux, Ei ffel Tower, Ar ch of T riumph, Napol eon’s Tomb, P aris
Notre Dame Basilica Cathedral, Shrine of Miraculous Medal on Rue de B ac, and A merican
Military Cemetery overlooking Omaha Beach. Ful ly escor ted, i ncludes round trip a irfare,
hotels, sightseeing, dinners, breakfasts.

Priced at $2,288.00

October 22 to November 1, 2007.

MICHIGAN & UPPER PENINSUL A with Father Alan Hunter , Taylorville, IL. Seven-day t rip by

coach to the Great North Woods, on the shores of Lake Huron. Visit the Great Cross of the
Woods, the largest crucifix in the world! Lake Michigan and Lake Superior will also be seen,
a t rip to Mack inac Island, and T ahquamenon F alls a re i ncluded. T he gra ve of F ather
Marquette and t he Ch urch of S t. Ignace wi ll be v isited. T rip i s f ully escor ted and f ee
includes three meals a day (except two lunches), transportation, ferry boat, motel, guides.
June trip includes spring lilacs!

Priced at $788.00

June and Late August, 2007.

2007 & 2008 Trips
❑ *Michigan & Mackinac Island - 7 days in June and August
$2,788
❑ *Montreal & Quebec - 12 days in July
$1,448
❑ *Bardstown, Kentucky - 4 days in August
$2,398
❑ *Boston & Upper New York State - 11 days in September
$1,392
❑ *Ontario & Niagara Falls - 8 days in September
$2,998
❑ Germany, Austria & Bavaria - 10 days in October Sold Out$1,992
❑ Switzerland - 9 days in October
$2,082
❑ France - 11 days in October
$2,288
❑ *Washington, DC & No. Virginia - 9 days in October
$0,984
❑ Greece - 9 days in November
$2,150
❑ Three-Star Rome & Assisi - 9 days in November
$1,968

❑ Rome, Florence & Assisi - 11 days in November 2007
Sold Out$2,398
❑ Holy Lands - 10 days in November 2007
$2,598
❑ Sorrento & Amalfi Coast - 9 days in November
$1,975
❑ Egypt & Nile River Cruise - 9 days in November
$2,388
❑ Barcelona & Mediterranean Cruise 12 days in November
from $2,864
❑ Danube Christmas Market Cruise 9 days in December
from $2,695
❑ Hawaii Islands Cruise - 8 days in January 2008
from $1,988
❑ Mexico City & OL of Guadalupe - 8 days in February 2008
$1,740
❑ Russian Waterways River Cruise - 13 days in July 2008 from $3,645

* Indiana pickups available, please inquire.
Overseas trips include round trip air from St. Louis or Chicago; other airports may be available, please inquire.

❑ PLEASE SEND FULL DETAILS ABOUT THE TRIP(S) I HAVE MARKED ABOVE
Name
Address
City

State

Phone (optional) (

Zip

)

A full brochure on each tour will be sent immediately upon request.

Call Toll Free 1-888-284-6725 or mail to:

G4100
OLDEN FRONTIER TOURS
N. Illinois St. • Swansea, Illinois 62226
www.goldenfrontier.org

I
N
D

Page 8

The Criterion Friday, May 4, 2007

ROANOKE, Va. (CNS)—Derek O’Dell has a lot of
Memorial Chapel on campus. He said he always knew his
stories to tell as a survivor of the nightmare shootings at
faith would play an important role in his adult life, “but never
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg on April 16.
thought it would be in this context.”
A fundamental one is that his faith in God was foremost
O’Dell provided one of the first faces of the tragedy in the
in his consciousness from the first moment the shooter,
media as he appeared on worldwide television coverage, his
Seung-Hui Cho, entered the Norris Hall classroom where
injured arm in a sling, and gave his eyewitness account of
sophomore O’Dell was in German class.
events in his classroom only a few hours after it happened.
He said his faith was with him “just about the whole
Over the next several days, he would be interviewed
time” as Cho fired on O’Dell and his
numerous times by the national media as
classmates. When the shooter left the
the phones continually rang at his
room, O’Dell, who had been shot in the
family’s Roanoke home. But he was not
‘I can’t even remember
arm, and another student barricaded the
bothered by the attention.
all that I did. It was
door against his possible return. Indeed,
“Actually, the media helps,” he
like an angel or God
after more shots were heard outside, Cho
explained.
came back to their classroom and tried to
“I get to tell the story over and over.
guiding me when I was
force his way in.
But the people who died, they can’t tell
barricading the door.’
“When I was holding the door, I was
their story. I can try, but I can’t ever do
praying to God that we—all of us in the
them justice,” he said quietly.
class—would survive,” O’Dell recalled a
He noted that he “definitely saw acts
— Derek O’Dell
few days after the tragedy. “I felt like
of heroism,” including the police who he
God really answered my prayers. I found
said had to shoot chains that Cho used to
out today [four days later] that four more people from our
lock the doors, “all the while protecting us while trying to get
class survived who I thought had died. It was truly a
us out.” He added that he believed his professor tried to stop
miracle.”
the shooter when he first entered their classroom, “but he just
O’Dell, 20, a lifelong member of Our Lady of Nazareth
got shot too quickly, I guess.”
Parish in Roanoke, said that most of the students in his
Shortly after his parents retrieved him from campus,
introductory German class had become good friends.
O’Dell and his mother, JoAnn Hawley, talked with their
In the immediate aftermath of the shooting when police
pastor at Our Lady of Nazareth, Msgr. Joseph Lehman.
arrived to hustle survivors out of the building, O’Dell said,
One thing from the conversation that stayed with him, he
“I thought maybe only about four of us made it.” It turned
pointed out, was that “Father Joe said to leave the killer’s
out that in a class of about 20 students, only five in his
actions as a mystery of faith. I want to do that.”
classroom, including his professor, died in the massacre.
Regarding the killer, “I did forgive him,” O’Dell
Of the horrific moments in the classroom, O’Dell
continued, explaining, “I figured he just snapped. But later,
remembered he was aware of God’s presence “in the midst
after hearing he sent all that stuff to the TV network and
planned it—now it’s harder to forgive.”
of all of it.”
Cho sent a package to NBC News that included a video he
“I can’t even remember all that I did,” he told
made and his hate-filled written ramblings.
The Catholic Virginian, newspaper of the Richmond
“I’ll try to continue to pray and try to forgive, but it
Diocese. “It was like an angel or God guiding me when I
definitely will be a long journey,” said O’Dell.
was barricading the door,” he added about an act that surely
Roger O’Dell, his father, said the messages of love and
saved lives.
caring that the family received in the hours and days after his
“I’ve always been a pretty strong Catholic,” O’Dell
son’s ordeal came from all over the world and were uplifting
explained, saying he regularly attends Sunday Mass at

CNS photo/Jean Denton, The Catholic Virginian

Survivor says God uppermost in his mind during rampage

Derek O’Dell talks with fellow parishioner and Virginia Tech alum
Renee Gagnier after an April 20 prayer service at Our Lady of
Nazareth Church in Roanoke, Va. O’Dell is a survivor of the April 16
shootings at Virginia Tech that left 33 dead, including the student
gunman who also took his own life.

to the family.
He said he thinks having a large network of support
“comes with being part of a spiritually based community.”
Being a family “based on love and forgiveness, not anger
and hatred” has helped them deal with the experience, he
added. †
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World buy!
EVERY WEDNESDAY

“Professional Yet Personal”
Nora Chapel
740 E. 86th St.
Indianapolis, IN 46240
317-844-3966

Smith Carmel Chapel
900 N. Rangeline Rd.
Carmel, IN 46032
317-846-2091

www.leppertmortuary.com
Locally owned & operated

10%OFF

EVERY
NON-PRESCRIPTION
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PLATINUM SAVINGS PLAN is back!
YOU WILL SAVE!

No cost to you – no cards.
The more you buy, the more you save.

Only available at ...

4076 S. Keystone Ave.
317 787-7205

John T. Leppert — Parishioner, St. Luke Catholic Church

IQuest PC Tuneup Service $49.95
Get your computer running like it used to
✔ Supplies for Home Care,
Hospital and Sickroom
✔ Senior Citizen Discounts
✔ Everyday Low Prices
✔ Prescription Delivery

317-359-8278

Open 7 Days A Week

5317 E. 16th St. • Indianapolis
(Near Community Hospital East)

High-speed DSL for $24.95 per month
Free SPAM tagging and Virus scanning
Accelerated dial-up service for only $1
Web hosting for as low as $14.95 per
month
For more information call 1-800-844-8649 or
log on to www.iquest.net.
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Teresa Tomeo

Marjorie Murphy Campbell

‘The Catholic View’

Rosalind Moss

Conference speakers encourage women to engage cultur e, live out faith
By Mary Ann Wyand

They jokingly called their program “The Catholic
View,” but their speeches and fast-paced panel
discussion addressed a variety of serious issues in
contemporary society.
Three nationally known speakers—author and
broadcast journalist Teresa Tomeo of Detroit, “Catholic
Answers” staff apologist Rosalind Moss of El Cajon,
Calif., and attorney Marjorie Murphy Campbell of
San Francisco—enthralled 400 women with insightful
comments during “Treasuring Womanhood,” the fourth
annual Indiana Catholic Women’s Conference, on April 28
at the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis.
“The Great Dignity, Potential and Responsibility of
Women” was the theme for the conference, which was
sponsored by the Marian Center of Indianapolis and
archdiocesan Office for Pro-Life Ministry.
Tomeo, a media specialist who left secular journalism
because God called her to work for Catholic Radio,
criticized the entertainment industry for producing
movies, TV shows, video games and music that promote
sex and violence.
The author of Noise: How Our Media-Saturated
Culture Dominates Our Lives and Dismantles Families
cited a new report by the Federal Communications
Commission about the impact of TV violence on
children.
“They are so concerned about it that they are now
going to work with Congress to try to legislate
[restrictions on] violence on television, which they are
not allowed to do at this point,” Tomeo explained. “The
FCC is only allowed to regulate indecency, obscenity
and profanity on radio and television.”
Urging the women to become “culture warriors,” she
said Catholics need to engage the culture to combat the
spiritual war that hurts families and individuals.
“Satan hates women,” Tomeo said. “It’s pretty

obvious—with abortion, birth control and
pornography—the way women are being used and
abused.”
As a teenager, Tomeo said she struggled with an
eating disorder caused by media pressure about the
importance of beauty, which is continually emphasized
in TV programs and advertisements.
“No one can … tell me it’s just a TV show or it’s just
a movie or it’s just a video game because the debate is
over,” she said. “The research … shows a connection
between the impact that the media is having on women,
primarily in the areas of body image, pornography and
sexual promiscuity.”
Discouragement is one of the devil’s greatest tools,
Tomeo explained, and Satan uses the entertainment
media to spread discontent and envy.
Citing a report on the sexualization of girls that was
released by the American Psychological Association in
February, Tomeo said the study showed that women and
girls suffer greatly from media images that glorify
beautiful actors and models.
“The APA report found out that they have problems
when their value is directly related to sexual appeal or
behavior, emphasis is placed on personal appearance
and a person is made into an object for sexual use,” she
said, “and that all media forms—music, TV, radio and
movies—contribute to this problem. … They saw an
increase in eating disorders, depression and low
self-esteem related to the way women are portrayed in
the media.”
Tomeo said the association’s report corresponds with
Pope Paul VI’s concerns about the misuse of human
sexuality detailed in his encyclical “Humanae Vitae”
(“On Human Life”) in 1968.
“One out of every four TV commercials contains
messages about appearance,” Tomeo said. “Eighty
percent of women questioned by People magazine said
media images make them feel insecure. … One out of

every three women is on a diet at any given time in this
country. Diet products and programs are a $33 billion a
year business. The average age for young girls to start
dieting is 8 years old, and 81 percent of 10-year-olds in
this country say they are afraid of being fat.”
Pornography and sexual promiscuity undermine
marriage and family life, she said, and are encouraged
by content on the Internet, in movies and on TV shows.
“It is greatly affecting families,” Tomeo said. “It’s
affecting marriages. It’s affecting kids, and it’s right
out of the pit of hell because it totally distorts the
God-ordained relationship between man and woman that
was meant for the sacrament of marriage.”
About 200,000 Americans admit to an addiction to
pornography, and 38 percent of Americans say they
think it is morally acceptable, she said. Pornography
generates $10 billion to $20 billion a year.
“Nearly 70 percent of all programming on TV
contains sexual content,” Tomeo said. “Young people
view 14,000 sexual messages a year [in the media].
Forty-six percent of high school students in the U.S.
have had sexual intercourse, and one case of a sexually
transmitted disease is diagnosed for every four sexually
active teens.”
Inappropriate Internet use by teenagers on social chat
room Web sites also is extremely alarming and
dangerous, she said. “One-third of teens have talked
with strangers online about meeting in person.”
Violence portrayed in the media also is a huge
problem, Tomeo said. “The Parents Television Council
came out with a study in January called ‘Dying to
Entertain.’ They found that violence increased in every
major time slot on television. On all the crime shows,
the violence is very perverse and involves some sort of
sexual activity.”
Researchers also found that at least 10 percent of
youth violence was caused by anti-social behavior
See CONFERENCE, page 12
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compassionate care”
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Now Your Parents
Can Live At Home!
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hygiene assistance, meals, respite care, errands,
light housekeeping, transportation, medication
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Please call immediately!!

1060 E. 86th St., Ste. 63-A
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Drive-up Parking
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WASHINGTON (CNS)—The Church
familiar to and preferred by Hispanic
Catholics in the United States is a livelier,
more charismatic place than the one most
American Catholics are used to, finds a new
survey on Latinos and religion.
A detailed survey by the Pew Hispanic
Center and the Pew Forum on Religion and
Public Life released on April 25 says about
a third of U.S. Catholics are Latinos and
that they are bringing a more evangelical
style of faith into the broader Church as
their numbers grow.
Despite an overall drop in the percentage
of U.S. Hispanics who are Catholic—due
largely to those who joined evangelical and
Pentecostal Churches—Latinos will
continue to represent an ever-larger share of
the U.S. Catholic population because of
immigration and high birthrates, it said.
About 68 percent of U.S. Hispanics say they
are Catholics.
While in many respects Latinos differ
little from the general U.S. population in
their religious attitudes and activities,
Roberto Suro, director of the Pew Hispanic
Center, said analysts were surprised to see
the depth of what he called “renewal
Christianity” among people of Latino origin
or descent.
In a telephone press conference about the
study, “Changing Faiths: Latinos and the
Transformation of American Religion,” Suro
said Latinos are much more likely than the
general U.S. public to be involved in
Churches where an enthusiastic, handclapping, arms-raised style of worship and
prayer is typical.
Fifty-four percent of Hispanic Catholics
were identified as charismatics on the basis
of what religious practices people said they
have in their Churches, the survey said.
Among the characteristics the survey used
to classify people as charismatics was
participation in prayer groups where participants pray for miraculous healing or
deliverance or where people speak in
tongues.
The survey found that 62 percent of
Catholic Hispanics say the Masses they
attend at least occasionally have “displays

REAL ESTATE GROUPS

of excitement and enthusiasm, such as raising
hands, clapping, shouting or jumping.”
Among non-Hispanic Catholics, only
about 12 percent consider themselves
charismatics, Suro said.
Luis Lugo, director of the Pew Forum,
said at the same teleconference that becoming
involved in the charismatic style of religious
practice strengthens people’s religious
identity. Whether Catholic, Anglican or
mainline Protestant, Latinos who adopt a
more charismatic style of practicing their
faith remain within their original Church and
become stronger in their religious
commitment, he said.
“There’s absolutely no evidence that it’s
diminishing or undercutting their Catholic
orthodoxy or their connection to parish life,”
he said.
Hispanic Protestants were proportionally
even more likely to belong to “renewal”
Churches, with 57 percent in that category.
Thirty-one percent of Hispanic Protestants
said they were Pentecostals, and 26 percent
described themselves as charismatics.
“The contrast to the non-Hispanic
population is stark: Less than one in five
non-Hispanic Protestants are renewalists,” the
survey said.
About 18 percent of all Hispanics said
they had changed Churches or stopped
considering themselves members of a faith
altogether. Former Catholics (13 percent)
were the majority.
Conversion was much more common
among second- and third-generation
Hispanics than among recent immigrants, the
survey found. And the majority left
Catholicism to join evangelical Churches.
Forty-three percent of evangelical Hispanics
said they formerly were Catholic. Just
2 percent of Hispanic converts became
Catholics.
Catholics who became evangelicals were
asked to discuss their feelings about the
Catholic Church and why they left.
The greatest dissatisfaction was voiced
about liturgy.
Sixty-one percent of former Catholics said
they found the Mass “unexciting,” although
only 36 percent said that was a factor in why

CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec

Study finds U.S. Hispanics drawn to charismatic Chur ches

Worshippers sing during a Spanish Mass at St. Martin of Tours Church in Gaithersburg, Md., last year.
A new study from the Pew Hispanic Center shows that Latinos are influencing U.S. religious practice,
especially Catholicism. Latinos account for about a third of all Catholics in the United States.

they left. Forty-six percent said they
disapprove of Church restrictions on
divorce, but only 5 percent said that was
why they left.
In response to questions about other
possible areas of dissatisfaction, majorities
of former Catholics said they think the
Church respects women at least as much as
men (66 percent) and is welcoming toward
immigrants (75 percent).
Among all Hispanics surveyed,
83 percent of those who converted said their
main reason for changing faiths or Churches
was a desire for a more direct, personal
experience of God. The second most
common reason, given by 35 percent, was
the inspiration of a particular pastor,
followed by 26 percent who said it was
related to a personal crisis and 14 percent
who converted because of a marriage.
The study counted as a conversion any
change such as leaving one Protestant
Church for another, moving into or out of

the Catholic Church, or dropping out of
religious practice altogether.
A personal invitation also was important.
Among all Hispanic converts, 74 percent
said they first heard about their new Church
from a family member or friend.
The study of 4,016 Hispanic adults was
conducted by telephone between August
and October 2006. The sample size was
larger than is typical in sociological surveys
to get a better sense of what non-Catholic
Hispanics had to say, Suro and Lugo said.
The margin of error for the entire survey
is plus or minus 2.5 percent; plus or minus
3.3 percent for Catholic respondents; and
plus or minus 4.8 percent for evangelicals.
Interviews were conducted in both English
and Spanish, depending upon the
preference of the person being interviewed.
The survey also delved into connections
between religious beliefs and politics, the
role of ethnic Churches, and religious
practices and beliefs. †
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Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House
The staff, Board of Advisors and volunteers
of Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House offer
their heart-felt congratulations to Senior
Priest-in-Residence, Fr. Don Schmidlin, on
the 50th anniversary of his ordination!
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your many years of service. Our Lady of Fatima is
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By John Shaughnessy

Photo by John Shaughnessy

When Margaret Khan steps forward to
receive her diploma on May 5, she will be
like most college seniors—reaching another
important milestone in the remarkable
journey of life.
Yet Khan’s journey seems even more
special because of how it began and where
she hopes it will lead.
Just seven years ago, Khan left her home
in Africa and came to the United States to
help her sister-in-law care for her child who
was born with severe disabilities.
That experience was part of Khan’s
motivation for getting a job at a hospital then
later deciding to become a registered nurse.
Now, at 43, Khan is preparing to receive
her bachelor of science degree in nursing
from Marian College in Indianapolis—a
degree she hopes to use to return to her
village in Uganda to build a needed clinic for
the people there.
“I had gone back there this summer,”
Khan says. “In the whole region, there were

Michael Olson and Margaret Khan’s goal is to
have a clinic open in Uganda by 2009.

only two registered nurses. In the area where I
was born, most of the people don’t have access
to health facilities. The more information I got,
the more inspiration I got to do something.”
Her dream has gained the support of Sister
Demetria Smith, a member of the Missionary
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa and a mission
educator for the archdiocese, who lived and
worked in Uganda for 20 years.
“I would never have the energy and the
courage to pursue this like she has done,” Sister
Demetria says. “She has a dream to help her
country and her village.”
Serving as a consultant, Sister Demetria
told Khan that the clinic will need two
important elements: water and an extra room
where people can stay for the night because
many of them will have to walk miles to reach
the clinic. She also told Khan that collecting
donations of aspirins, Vaseline, bandages and
plastic gloves will help the clinic better serve its
patients.
“We need the strength of God to do this,”
Sister Demetria says. “We need the help of the
Holy Spirit and other people to do this.”
One person who has already stepped
forward to help Khan is Michael Olson, a
physician assistant at St. Vincent Hospital in
Indianapolis. Olson had been seeking the right
international project to make a difference when
his wife, Patricia, told him in December about
one of her friends from work—Khan—and her
dream.
“I’ve traveled a lot,” says Olson, a member
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in
Carmel, Ind., in the Lafayette diocese. “I’ve
seen how much need there is in the world.
Another reason I want to become involved is
that Christ taught us we need to take care of the
sick and children. And this is a project where

Submitted photo

Soon-to-be graduate returning to Africa to build clinic

Margaret Khan hopes to make a difference in the lives of African children and families by building a
clinic in her native Uganda.

we can do both.”
Khan and Olson made a fact-finding trip to
Uganda in March. They were both moved by
the children affected by malaria and the
families devastated by the AIDS pandemic in
Africa.
They have set up a non-profit organization
for the Muira Village Health Center, and their
goal is to open the clinic in 2009. Besides
providing basic care to people, they want the
clinic to have a birthing room and offer
midwife services.
Before her dream of a clinic becomes a
reality, Khan wants to pursue her master’s
degree and continue working as a bedside

nurse to develop her skills. Right now, she
also wants to savor the feeling of graduating
from college.
“It’s unbelievable,” she says, her eyes
dancing. “It’s not been easy, but with
everyone’s encouragement, I’ve done it.”
Her friend, Patricia Olson, gives her all the
credit. She’s amazed at how Khan pursued
her college degree while working full time at
Seton Specialty Hospital in Indianapolis,
where they first met.
“She’s inspirational,” Patricia Olson says.
“She’s overcome huge obstacles, muscled
through, and created a dream for herself and
other people.” †

Nearly 600 students to graduate at Catholic colleges in ar chdiocese
Criterion staff report

Students, families and educators will
join in the celebration as the three
Catholic colleges in the archdiocese hold
their graduation ceremonies in May.
Marian College
With 386 graduates, Marian College
will have the largest graduating class in
its history when it holds its 70th annual
commencement at 10 a.m. on May 5.
The commencement address will be
given by Kevin Koers, principal of
Franklin Central High School in Indianapolis and the 2006 Indiana Principal of
the Year.
A 1976 graduate of Marian and a
former teacher and coach at Bishop
Chatard High School in Indianapolis,
Koers will be among three people
receiving honorary degrees from Marian
College. The father of four will receive
an honorary Doctor of Public Service
degree.
Senior class president Joseph S.
Newton will also speak at the

commencement.
Marian will also present honorary
degrees to Jeanne (Wieck) Atkins and
Michael Browning.
Atkins is the president and founder of
Atkins International Foods, which was
recognized in 2006 as the Indiana familyowned business of the year by the
U.S. Small Business Administration.
Atkins started the business in 1980, selling
cheesecakes from the family’s home in
Carmel, Ind.
She is a member of the Order of Secular
Franciscans and a former board member of
the Catholic Community Foundation, the
Little Sisters of the Poor and Our Lady of
Fatima Retreat House in Indianapolis.
Atkins will receive an honorary Doctor
of Business Administration degree for her
life and career of “prayer, perseverance
and perspiration.”
Browning will receive the honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters degree for his
“extraordinary contributions to the
economic, cultural and entertainment
landscape of central Indiana.”
A 1968 graduate of the University of

Notre Dame, Browning is the chairman of
the board and president of Browning
Investments Inc. in Indianapolis.
He serves as the chairman of the
athletics initiative of the “Make History”
campaign at Marian. He is also a member
of the board of directors and the executive
committee of the Indiana Sports
Corporation. He also led the negotiations
which resulted in the relocation of the
National Collegiate Athletic Association
headquarters to Indianapolis.

six countries—that is dedicated to
serving “suffering children of the street
with absolute respect and unconditional
love.” She will receive an honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters degree.
The college will also honor
Providence Sister Marie Kevin Tighe
with an honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degree. She served as the vice
postulator and promoter of Mother
Theodore Guérin’s cause for
sainthood.

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College
Affectionately known as “Sister Tricia”
to the thousands of children she has
served, Charity Sister Patricia A. Cruise
will be the main speaker at
commencement for Saint Mary-of-the
Woods College on May 5.
The commencement for the
149 members of the graduating class will
begin at 2 p.m. in the Cecilian Auditorium
of the college’s Conservatory of Music.
As the president of Covenant House
since 2003, Sister Patricia leads the
international organization—with 21 sites in

Saint Meinrad School of Theology
Forty-eight students are expected to
receive master’s degrees when Saint
Meinrad holds its commencement at
2 p.m on May 12.
The ceremony will take place in the
archabbey’s St. Bede Theater, where
graduates will receive degrees that
include Master of Divinity, Master of
Theological Studies and Master of Arts
in Catholic Thought and Life.
The commencement address will be
given by Bishop Frederick Campbell of
the Diocese of Columbus, Ohio. †
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Archdiocese hosting pilgrimage to 2008 World Youth Day
The Archdiocese of Indianapolis is hosting a
pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Sydney, Australia,
from July 9-22, 2008.
At the time of the
pilgrimage, youths
must be at least
16 years old to
participate. Youths
under the age of 18
must be accompanied
by a parent or legal
guardian. Legal
guardianship must be
signed over for the
duration of the trip to
an adult attending
World Youth Day.
The appointed
guardian must also sign the visa requirement for the
minor.

Minors under 18 must be chaperoned at a ratio of five
minors per one adult. Chaperones must be at least 25.
The pilgrimage is open to parish groups and
individuals.
The cost of the trip is $3,359 per person. The
package includes:
• Round-trip airfare from Indianapolis to Australia.
• World Youth Day registration. (Youth in Europe will
register the archdiocesan group for World Youth Day.)
• Ground transportation in Australia.
• Simple accommodations.
• Meals provided by Harvest Tours during the
pre-pilgrimage tour.
• Most meals provided by World Youth Day during
the pilgrimage.
• Admission to all World Youth Day venues.
• Tour guide assistance.
• Daily Mass and prayers.
• World Youth Day journal, backpack and T-shirt.
A $1,000 deposit is due by June 15, with future

payments also due on Sept. 15 ($786), Nov. 15 ($786)
and April 15, 2008 ($787).
World Youth Day insurance is highly recommended.
It will cover medical treatment. The estimated cost is
$100, and it is not included in the package cost. World
Youth Day insurance will not cover anyone age 65 or
older.
The two-week pilgrimage will include stops in Brisbane,
Sydney and other parts of Australia.
The highlight of the pilgrimage will be the
celebration of the World Youth Day Mass with
Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney on July 20, 2008. More
than 2 million Catholic youths are expected to attend.
(To learn more or to register online for the 2008 World
Youth Day pilgrimage, visit www.archindy.org/youth. For
more information, call Kay Scoville, program coordinator
for the archdiocesan Office of Youth and Young Adult
Ministry, at 317-236-1477 or 800-382-9836, ext. 1477.
E-mail her at kscoville@archindy.org.) †

CONFERENCE
continued from page 9

Seton Specialty Hospital

attributed to violence on television, she said. “Over
1,000 studies connect media violence to aggressive
behavior in children. We have to start silencing the
noise.”
A quotation from Pope Benedict XVI on the cover of
her book explains, “Put simply, we are no longer able
to hear God. There are too many different frequencies
filling our ears.”
In Pope John Paul II’s message for World Communications Day in 2004, Tomeo said, the late pope noted,
“Parents need to regulate the use of the media in the home.
This would include planning and scheduling media use,
strictly limiting the time children devote to the media,
making entertainment a family experience, putting some
media entirely off limits and periodically excluding all of
that for the sake of other family activities. Above all,
parents should give good examples to children by their own
thoughtful and selective use of media.”
Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church, papal
writings and bishops’ documents, she said, to form an
enlightened conscience then practice moderation and
discipline regarding the use of media.
“This isn’t just me talking,” Tomeo said. “It’s the
Holy Mother Church [and] the Blessed Mother. The
Church is right on target. … The vicars of Christ are
telling us that we have to get involved, we have to
engage the culture, we have to engage the media.”
Tomeo advises parents to “do a media reality check
in the home” then limit its usage, establish values-based
guidelines, and keep TVs and computers in family areas
of the house, not in bedrooms.
Attorney Marjorie Murphy Campbell, contrasting
feminism and womanhood within the Christian
tradition, said the genius of women is a treasure.
Early feminists supported traditional values as well
as equality for women, she said, but by the 1970s
feminism had evolved into a liberal movement.
In recent years, she said, Feminists for Life
reclaimed traditional values as a secular organization
whose motto is “Women deserve better” than abortion.
Catholic women are blessed by the writings and
advocacy of Pope John Paul II, Campbell said. “He has
and will continue to save the lives of women. … He
wrote a document called ‘Mulieris Dignitatem’
(“The Dignity of Women”) … about the meaning and
purpose of life … and the true path to happiness. … He
said both man and woman were created in the image
and likeness of God.”
Back by popular demand, “Catholic Answers” staff
apologist Rosalind Moss told the women to always
remember they are God’s beloved then encouraged
them to frequently share their faith with others.
“What is the secret to loving the Church, to loving God,
every moment?” she asked. “What is the secret to the
greatest possible happiness we can know on earth—in the
midst of struggle, in the midst of tragedy, in the midst of
heartbreak, in the midst of Church scandals, in the midst of
heresies, in the midst of families breaking up?”
Moss said Scripture tells us that as God’s beloved we
are temples of the Holy Spirit, members of Christ’s
body, new creations, saints, holy ones, prisoners of
Christ and sheep of his pasture chosen by and
reconciled to God.
“His love for us is based on who he is—a God of
love,” she said. “Don’t let anyone or anything rob you
of your worth and dignity as a woman of God … or rob
you of your faith. … Walk with Christ.”
Christians witness their faith by everything they say
and do, Moss said. “A vocation to love is a vocation to
holiness. They’re one and the same. … God has a plan
for you. Seek him with all your heart. Be holy. Spend
time before the Blessed Sacrament. … Give love away.
God made us with hearts to give and hearts to love and
hearts to sacrifice. … We need to love as Jesus loved.” †
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FaithAlive!
By Fr. Robert L. Kinast

Pope Benedict XVI’s first encyclical,
“God Is Love” (“Deus Caritas Est”),
surprised a number of observers by
offering a reflection on love.
The encyclical is divided into two
parts.
The first part is a speculative
discussion of the nature of love and its
two basic forms—“eros” and “agape.”
The second part is more practical and
describes two basic ways of practicing
love: justice and charity.
Throughout the encyclical, the pope
emphasizes the unity and interrelatedness of the topics he addresses: love of
God and love of neighbor, the body and
soul of the whole person, reason and
faith, Church and state, justice and
charity, “eros” and “agape.”
“Eros” is the fundamental form of
love, a person’s impulse to possess
someone or something as his or her
own. It is a response to another’s
appealing qualities, and indicates a
desire for what one lacks or yearns for.
To achieve its goal, however, “eros”
must mature and be purified. Otherwise,
it will remain focused exclusively on the
satisfaction of self-centered, material
desires.
“Agape” is the form of love that
fulfills the natural impulse of “eros.” It
is self-giving love that seeks the good of
the beloved to whom one is attracted.
As such, it is exclusive love,
showered on the beloved alone, and

permanent, lasting forever. This is the
love the Bible extols. It is the basis for
the love story between God and creation
that the Bible recounts. Such love
virtually is equated with the nature of
God.
As the pope makes clear, both forms
of love derive from God. While God
lacks nothing essential to the divine
nature, God’s desire to receive the love
and gratitude of creatures is a manifestation of divine “eros.” However, people
can choose to return the love or
withhold it.
When we respond positively to God’s
desire for our love, God surrounds us
with “agape,” enabling us to extend
ourselves in love of neighbor. This is a
self-giving love—pouring oneself out
for the other.
From the perspective of Christian
faith, God’s “agape” most fully and
clearly is revealed in the love of Jesus.
But because human freedom entails
the possibility of turning away from this
love, God’s “agape” takes the form of
complete self-giving in the crucifixion
and death of Jesus. This is the utmost
expression of God’s desire for our love,
and it is an unconditional invitation for
us to receive God’s love in return.
Drawing on this general background,
in the second part of the encyclical the
pope discusses the practice of love—
charity. He emphasizes that charity is an
essential responsibility of the Church
and should be carried out in an
organized way if it is to be effective.
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Christ calls us to share his love with others

Eucharist shows us God’s love
By Fr. Lawrence E. Mick

In the celebration of the liturgy, the
words we use speak of God’s love for us.
The Penitential Rite reminds us of God’s
love and forgiveness. We call out “Lord,
have mercy” because we know God’s
steadfast love never gives up on us.
In the preparation of the gifts, we
present bread and wine with monetary
offerings. We think of these as our gifts
to God, but they are God’s gifts to us.
We present a portion back to God from
all that God has given to us as signs of
his love.
In the Eucharistic Prayer, especially the
Preface, we recall the multitude of ways
that God has blessed us, both throughout

salvation history and in our own time.
Creation is a result of God’s love. God
created the universe and human beings to
enter into a love relationship with us.
The core of the Eucharistic Prayer
brings us to the central way the Eucharist
reveals God’s love. Every Eucharistic
Prayer recalls the paschal mystery, the
death and resurrection of the Lord. Here,
the depth of God’s love is revealed: “God
so loved the world that he gave his only
Son” (Jn 3:16).
Whenever we eat this bread and drink
this cup, we proclaim the death of the Lord
and experience the God who is love.
(Father Lawrence Mick is a priest of the
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Ohio.) †

Deacon Malcolm Lunsford and his wife, Shirley, pray with death row inmate Norman Timberlake during
a Monday afternoon Communion call on Feb. 19 at the Indiana State Prison in Michigan City. The
couple regularly visits the state prison together, praying and chatting with inmates.

The pope then addresses a frequent
criticism, raised most pointedly by
Marxists, namely, that charitable works
leave unjust social structures in place
and in effect perpetuate injustice.
The pope makes one of his sharpest
distinctions between Church and state
where Church is understood as the
official, divinely structured form of the
body of Christ presided over by its
appointed leaders.
In this sense, it is not the role of the
Church to establish the just ordering of
society. That is the responsibility of
politics and, of course, of the lay
faithful engaged in that work.
The pope explains that the Church’s
role is to contribute to a just society by
forming the consciences of those who
serve in political life, stimulating greater
insight into the requirements of justice.
Moreover, even in the most just
society, the ministry of charity always
will be necessary. Love of neighbor is
not a goal attained once and for all. It is
an ongoing part of human life.
The Church’s ministry of charity
should be characterized by a direct
response to specific situations, taking
the form, for example, of feeding the
hungry, sheltering the homeless, caring
for the sick and visiting those in prison.

Discussion Point

Positive attitude strengthens love
When is it most difficult to love? Is it still possible to
love under those circumstances?
“It is difficult [to love] when you are hurt or
disappointed by someone. If I think about the good
qualities ... of the person, ... the bad feelings
dissipate.” (Monica DeCarlo, Philadelphia, Pa.)
“It is most difficult to love someone who is filled with
negativity. ... As we get older, we can learn that we
can love that person but not their actions.” (Betty
Flach, Cleveland, Ohio)
“It is most difficult to love when you are angry. ...
You can get over your anger, but you can’t get over
your love for the people you care about most.”
(Randy Schilling, New Hampton, Iowa)

“When someone has harmed a child, such as a mother
who would sell her child, [it is difficult to love]. But it
is not our place to judge. ... As Christians, we should
still love and pray for the person.” (Kim Baenziger,
Lebanon, Tenn.)
“It is a human condition to naturally hate the one who
hates you. ... You could try [to love in return]. But
what you need is God’s grace.” (Faith Flaherty,
Franklin, Mass.)

Lend Us Your Voice
An upcoming edition asks: Why do you consider the
Sunday Eucharist important?
To respond for possible publication, send an e-mail to
cgreene@catholicnews.com or write to Faith Alive! at
3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, D.C. 20017-1100. †
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This Week’s Question

The pope says it should be
independent of political parties and
ideologies, and should not be used as a
method for proselytizing or imposing
the Christian faith on others.
Those who carry out this ministry
should be professionally competent
and also filled with heartfelt concern
for people. They should cooperate
with other charitable organizations,
cultivate a humility that reminds them
they are instruments of the Lord and
maintain a vigorous prayer life.
In his Lenten message for 2007,
Pope Benedict XVI summarized the
distinction between “eros” and
“agape,” and he used the image of
Christ “whom they have pierced” as
the symbol of our responsibility to
recognize “the wounds inflicted upon
the dignity of the human person” and
“to fight every form of contempt for
life and human exploitation.”
In short, the “agape” that God
desires to share with us—and
abundantly bestows when we
respond—is intended to be given again
to others as love of neighbor.
(Father Robert L. Kinast is a pastoral
theologian living in Prairie Village,
Kan.) †
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From the Editor Emeritus/John F. Fink

Perspectives

Faith, Hope and Charity/David Siler

The message in the first chapters of Genesis Share the pride
(Third in a series of columns)
Genesis, the first book of the Bible,
begins, “In the beginning,” which are also
the first words of the
Prologue to John’s
Gospel.
Genesis can be
divided into two parts.
The first 11 chapters
discuss the time of
creation and the earliest
humans while
chapters 12 through
50 describe the traditions of Israel’s earliest
ancestors. The first part is myth, with every
story describing some sort of model of the
proper relations of God to the world of
humans. In the second part, the stories of
the patriarchs and matriarchs relate
individual events that shaped the special
identity of Israel.
Here are the differences between the
two parts. The first part is set in time that is
before human history. Its exact place is
vague—somewhere to the East. The persons

seem like symbols—nothing is known of
their lives. Many of the stories have the form
of myths like others that are known to have
existed in Mesopotamia. Most of the events
take place in a supernatural setting unlike our
own. And the purpose deals only with the
beginnings of humanity long before Israel’s
time.
By contrast, the second part of Genesis is
set in historical times well-known to ancient
records. It takes place in Mesopotamia,
Palestine and Egypt. The persons have
names and engage in actions typical of the
second millennium B.C. The stories are
largely saga-like or epic history narratives
similar to oral lore of tribal groups. The
major stories keep events close to the type of
experience all human eras share. And the
purpose is to trace the direct tribal and clan
ancestors of Israel.
Genesis had more than one author. It’s a
complex work. The final editor, whoever he
might have been, used several sources or
literary traditions. There are, for example,
two accounts of the creation, one in the first
chapter and the other in the second chapter.

The message that the myths of
chapters 1-11 tries to convey is that there is
a tension between God’s goodness to the
earth and the human response of disobedience or sin. The first three chapters tell the
story of God’s creation, which was very
good, but also the first human sin. The
fourth and fifth chapters show how the evil
of sin spread through the world. God then
decided that he must begin again, so he sent
the great flood. He then began again with
Noah and his family. People again
multiplied across the earth, but sin persisted.
There’s a general pattern to these stories:
God acts lovingly toward humanity, people
disobey God and sin, God announces
punishment, the punishment is given and
God ends in compassion by showing mercy
and a new blessing.
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, the
angels and the women, the wicked
generation of the flood, the sons of Noah,
the people who build the tower of Babel, all
are given signs of God’s love and bountiful
providence as they fill the earth. Yet each
generation rises in disobedience. †

Cornucopia/Cynthia Dewes

What kids absorb from their childhoods
One of our sons and a grandson
dropped in for a couple of days while
they were in the area
visiting prospective
colleges.
We had dinner for
them and another son
and his family who
live nearby, and
enjoyed some
favorite foods and
reminiscences,
laughing a lot and
reinforcing the love we all share.
After the visitors left early on their
last day, I felt the usual letdown. No
matter how old they are or how old I get,
I cry when my children leave. I guess
it’s genetic because my mom did the
same thing.
At any rate, when I pulled myself
together and went around the house
straightening up, I discovered something
that made me cry all over again. My son
had made his bed. Neatly.
Now, that may not sound like much,
but it meant something special to me.
When they lived at home, my kids were
expected to make their beds reasonably
well every day. This was for my comfort
level, not theirs; it was just a given. But
now, many years later, here was this
48-year-old man pleasing his mom by

thoughtfully making his bed. It got to
me.
When they leave home, you wonder
what residual values, attitudes and
customs your kids will take from their
experiences as children. It warmed my
heart to see my son’s bed, not because
he’d made it, but because he knew I
would like it.
Our oldest son instituted our old
“popcorn party” custom when his
children were small. Every Sunday
evening, freshly bathed and dressed in
their ‘jamies, the kids would take their
seats in front of the television set to
watch the Walt Disney show and eat
special snacks.
Back in the day, if we were pretty
solvent that week, the snacks would be
soda pop and potato chips. This was a
big deal because our kids never got to
drink pop otherwise. If it was a lean
week, they settled for popcorn and
Kool-Aid, but either way they thought it
was a special occasion.
Yet another son (we were blessed with
several of them) is involved today in
home building and renovation. He says
it’s because we used to drag him and the
other kids around to “look at historic
houses” almost every Sunday and
wherever we were on vacation.
Speculating on how it would be to

live in this or that house was fun and
cheap entertainment for the entire
family. Our oldest son adopted this
custom also, taking his family to
realtors’ open houses on weekends. He
said his children would run from room
to room, exclaiming, “I get dibs on this
room!”
Not to be outdone in reliving her
childhood, our daughter taught her
children to play with toys like blocks
and mom’s castoffs for dress-up clothes.
She took them to see museums and
art fairs as she’d been taken, taught them
“eensy weensy spider” and show them
how to blow bubbles.
We always hope and pray that our
children will carry forward the moral
values and practices we think are
important, along with the fun customs
and events they remember fondly from
childhood.
They may not seem terribly important
at the time, but I think those little
popcorn parties and show house visits
can add up to stability. They become
part of the way kids learn to be morally
responsible adults, spouses, parents and
seekers of a good God’s will.
(Cynthia Dewes, a member of St. Paul
the Apostle Parish in Greencastle, is a
regular columnist for The Criterion.) †

Faithful Lines/Shirley Vogler Meister

An awakening to Christ’s Divine Mercy
My home is a few blocks from my
parish church so I often hear our
relatively new bells
chiming at the usual
Angelus times as well
as for Masses and
special spiritual
events.
However, when I
first heard the bells at
Christ the King
Church in Indianapolis chiming at
3 o’clock that afternoon, I was perplexed.
I soon learned that this is the time for
Divine Mercy devotions, which were
initiated by St. Maria Faustina Kowalska
of the Congregation of Sisters of Our
Lady of Mercy (1905-38).
I knew little about the practice or
St. Faustina. I found this strange since I
am a cradle Catholic. Then when
The Criterion listed the parishes that were
planning Divine Mercy holy hours on the
Sunday after Easter, I was curious enough
to make it a priority.
The first thing I read when opening the

Divine Mercy program that afternoon
at Christ the King Church was this
quotation from Pope John Paul II: “… the
light of Divine Mercy will illumine the
way for men and women of the third
millennium.”
Then I happily realized that this
devotion was well-attended, but not just
because there had been exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament the hour before. In fact,
exposition and adoration continued
afterward, too.
I was edified by this as well as by the
service itself—the heartfelt singing by the
congregation, Father Tony Volz’s inspiring
message and the Divine Mercy prayers
themselves. The dignified presence of the
Knights of Columbus holding vigil and
participating in the procession of the Holy
Eucharist also provided a reverent
ambience.
Divine Mercy devotions began with
Christ’s apparitions to Sister Faustina—
who was canonized in 2000—apparitions
in which Jesus recalled his death on the
cross as noted by the sister in her diary:
“At three o’clock, implore my mercy,

especially for sinners; and, if only for a
brief moment, immerse yourself in my
Passion, particularly in My abandonment
at the moment of agony. This is the hour
of great mercy. In this hour, I will refuse
nothing to the soul that makes a request of
Me in the virtue of My Passion.”
At www.thedivinemercy.org, readers
will find everything they need to know
about how to approach these daily prayers,
including the Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
which includes special use of the rosary.
If nothing else, I have learned that
whenever I hear the bells or notice it is
3 p.m. when elsewhere, I might not be
able to make the Stations of the Cross or
be present before the Blessed Sacrament,
but I can certainly mentally pause for an
instant and say, “Jesus, Mercy” or “Jesus,
for the sake of Your Sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.”
How simple that is!
(Shirley Vogler Meister, a member of
Christ the King Parish in Indianapolis, is
a regular columnist for The Criterion.) †

Every year at this time, Catholic
Charities agencies throughout the country
are asked to complete
a survey to collect
data about the types
of services provided
and the number of
people receiving
services.
The variety of care
that is given to the
poor and vulnerable
and the number of
people served are impressive, and should
be a tremendous source of pride for all
Catholics. As I often say, the work of
Catholic Charities is the work of the
Church—loving, personal concern given
by a few on behalf of us all.
The sheer number of people served
each year by Catholic Charities is
staggering. In our own archdiocese during
the 2006 calendar year, we had the
privilege of intervening in the lives of
more than 94,577 individuals at a cost of
nearly $8 million. Combined with all of
the other Catholic Charities agencies
throughout the country 7,449,119 people
were provided assistance regardless of
religion, race or social background.
The numbers tell only a small part of
the story because this care may be very
brief—as in the form of a single hot meal
or a single counseling session—or as
extensive as several months of housing for
an entire family or a pregnant teenager.
The real stories are found in the profound
ways that lives are changed and
sometimes even saved through our
intervention.
The services of Catholic Charities in
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis are
provided by six agencies: Catholic
Charities Bloomington, Catholic Charities
Indianapolis, Catholic Charities Tell City,
CatholicCharities Terre Haute,
St. Elizabeth/Coleman Pregnancy and
Adoption Services in Indianapolis and
St. Elizabeth-Catholic Charities in
New Albany. Together, these six agencies
provide 36 different programs to meet the
needs of the poor and vulnerable. A full
listing and description of each program
can be found on our Web site at
www.CatholicCharitiesIndy.org.
Our staff of nearly 150 full and
part-time employees, combined with
2,504 volunteers giving in excess of
88,000 hours of service, were able to be
the hands and feet of Christ to many
homeless families, dozens of refugee
families seeking to resettle in Indianapolis
after escaping persecution in other
war-torn parts of the world, hundreds of
school-aged children who have no place
to go after school, 35 families who
adopted a child, hundreds who received
counseling services and more than
300 seniors in need of loving care—just
to name a few.
On behalf of the thousands who
experienced the love of Christ through our
staff and volunteers, I want to thank you.
Many of you contribute financially to the
work of Catholic Charities through your
gifts to the United Catholic Appeal, the
United Way or through direct gifts.
In addition, many of you provide much
needed prayer support for our work. If
you would like to join us by praying for
our employees, volunteers and those we
serve, you can find our Catholic Charities
common prayer on our Web site.
The most common response that I get
from people when I speak about the work
of Catholic Charities is, “I had no idea we
did all that!”
You now have a better idea, and I hope
that you will share in the pride of
knowing that every day our Church is
living out Jesus’ call in the Gospel of
Matthew, Chapter 25, to serve him by
serving the poor.
(David Siler is executive director of the
Secretariat for Catholic Charities and
Family Ministries. E-mail him at
dsiler@archindy.org.) †
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Fifth Sunday of Easter/Msgr. Owen F. Campion

The Sunday Readings
Sunday, May 6, 2007
• Acts of the Apostles 15:21-27
• Revelation 21:1-5a
• John 13:31-33a, 34-35

New Testament in the translations and
versions that have been used for
centuries, is highly poetic and symbolic.
It is moving and strikingly beautiful in
its imagery, but often its symbolism is
so involved or so unique to the first
century that understanding the book is
not easy without reading scholarly
commentaries along with the text itself.
In this reading, the vision is of
heaven, symbolized by the holy city of
Jerusalem, but it is a transformed
Jerusalem and is of God. It is a look into
eternity and to the reward promised to
those who love God.
St. John’s Gospel is the source of the
last reading.
This is not a Resurrection Narrative,
but is strongly reminiscent of the
Resurrection and the Lord’s death on
Calvary.
Jesus obliquely refers to the
Crucifixion. He refers to rising from the
dead. Eternal life is an option for
humans who follow the Lord in
obedience to God, in sacrifice and in
faith. With Jesus, the faithful will die,
but also rise to eternal life.

Once again in this Easter season, the
Acts of the Apostles supplies the first
reading for the Mass.
This weekend’s
reading tells the story
of some of the
missionary activities
of Paul and Barnabas.
Although they
eventually parted,
Paul and Barnabas,
Paul’s disciple,
visited several places
in Asia Minor that were prominent cities
in the Roman Empire of the first century
A.D.
Ancient traditions see all the Apostles
as missionaries, and most of them went
far and wide to proclaim the Gospel.
However, Acts gives an account of
many of Paul’s missionary efforts. No
Scripture gives similar details about the
other Apostles.
The reading is more than a
travelogue. It is a lesson about the faith
of Paul and Barnabas. It also reveals
some of the living conditions of these
two great figures in early Christianity.
As they spoke to Christians in the
cities they visited, they warned these
followers of Christ that hostility and
difficulties faced them. During their
travels, Paul and Barnabas met hostility
and endured difficulties. Their warnings
hardly came from paranoia or as a
strategy to build regard for themselves
by fabrication.
The culture of the Roman Empire was
absolutely hostile to the values of the
Gospel. The political order was
becoming hostile as well.
Nevertheless, Paul and Barnabas were
undaunted. They continued to move
from city to city, from Christian
community to Christian community, to
reassure believers in Christ. Despite the
risks and the more than occasional
rejections, their faith inspired them and
impelled them.
For the second reading, the Church
this weekend offers a passage from the
Book of Revelation.
This book, the last book of the

Reflection
A month ago, the Church called us
with joy and the deepest faith to
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus after
the terrible event of the Crucifixion.
Gradually, gently, but unrelentingly,
the Church has called upon us
personally to respond to Jesus, to bond
ourselves with the salvation brought to
humanity by Jesus.
This weekend’s readings proclaim the
sacrificial death as well as the rising of
Jesus from the dead, but also call upon
us to respond by following the Lord.
As the second reading from
Revelation explains, eternal life with
God in heaven will be our reward.
While still in this life, we authentically become disciples by loving God,
each other and all people as Jesus loved
us. In this divine love, Jesus died on
Calvary as a sacrifice. In God’s plan,
divine love triumphed when Jesus rose.
We are not alone in our efforts to be
with God and to love as Jesus loved.
The Apostles are with us in their
successors to the early bishops, such as
Barnabas, who still guide us and
strengthen us in the Church. †

My Journey to God

The bread of life
The body of Christ
A circle of forgiveness
The cross of redemption
Waiting for my acceptance
Laying in the palm of my hand
Time stopped, the world suspended
He and I alone together in one accord
and one mind
No voices were heard, no choir sang
A vision of my Savior standing before me
In my hand I held His love
In His hands He held the scars for me
Carried away into His presence
He and I alone together in one accord
and one mind
My lips tasted of the sweet vine
The precious blood of the Lamb
The gift of eternal life for me

CNS photo illustration/Bob Roller

Sacrament of Love

Unworthy of such an honor
Yet He did this for me
Such a love to lay down His life, for a
sinner such as me
My heart cried, Oh Father
My soul fell at His feet
He and I alone together in one accord
and one mind
By Patty Boller

(Patty Boller made her profession of faith and was confirmed at the Easter Vigil on
April 7 at Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ Parish in Indianapolis. She wrote this
poem about receiving the Eucharist for the first time after participating in a Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults Mystagogy reflection on Holy Week.)

Daily Readings
Monday, May 7
Acts 14:5-18
Psalm 115:1-5, 15-16
John 14:21-26

Friday, May 11
Acts 15:22-31
Psalm 57:8-12
John 15:12-17

Tuesday, May 8
Acts 14:19-28
Psalm 145:10-13ab, 21
John 14:27-31a

Saturday, May 12
Nereus, martyr
Achilleus, martyr
Pancras, martyr
Acts 16:1-10
Psalm 100:1-2, 3, 5
John 15:18-21

Wednesday, May 9
Acts 15:1-6
Psalm 122:1-5
John 15:1-8
Thursday, May 10
Blessed Damien Joseph de
Veuster of Moloka’I, priest
Acts 15:7-21
Psalm 96:1-3, 10
John 15:9-11

Sunday, May 13
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29
Psalm 67:2-3, 5-6, 8
Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23
John 14:23-29

Question Corner/Fr. John Dietzen

Church opposes death penalty
for theological, justice reasons
Q
What is the Catholic Church’s
position today on the death penalty?
My understanding is that the Church
strongly opposes capital punishment,
but some friends
insist there is no
clear position one
way or another. Who
is right?
(Pennsylvania)

A

The latest
authoritative
Catholic statement
concerning the death
penalty was issued in a position paper
prepared by the Vatican for the World
Congress Against the Death Penalty,
which was held in Paris in February
2007.
Its stand against killing another
human being, for whatever crime, is
clear and strong, as is, by the way, the
teaching of many national bishops’
conferences, including our own.
The document notes that there has
been a growing awareness of the
challenges posed by recent executions.
But Christians recognize the inalienable
dignity of human beings, it said, and
this is the basis for recognizing “the
universality and totality of human
rights, beginning with the right to life.”
Use of the death penalty, it
continues, is not only a denial of the
right to life, but also “an affront to the
human dignity shared by all
humankind.”
Societies and nations have a duty to
protect their citizens from aggressors,
but it is “hardly possible” to justify the
use of capital punishment today.
States now have at their disposal
other means of “effectively preventing
crime by rendering one who has
committed an offense incapable of
doing harm—without definitively
taking away from him the possibility of
redeeming himself” (quoting Pope John
Paul II’s encyclical titled “The Gospel
of Life”).
The position paper notes that every
instance of capital punishment incurs a
number of risks: the danger of
punishing innocent persons, the
tendency to promote a violent form of
revenge rather than a real sense of
justice in society, and contempt for the
Gospel teaching on forgiveness.
Taking of life, it claims, “never
attains the worthy objectives for which
societies punish offenders, although it

may temporarily assuage the appetite
for vengeance.”
An increasing number of law
enforcement and judicial officials agree
that the death penalty rarely if ever
deters people from criminal activity,
that it is administered with gross
inequities, that men and women are
executed only to discover later that they
were innocent, and that blind revenge—
not any higher moral motive—too often
powers demands for the execution of
criminals.
The point was made strongly two
years ago by U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg.
“I have yet,” she wrote, “to see a
death case among the dozens coming to
the Supreme Court on eve-of-execution
stay applications in which the
defendant was well-represented at trial.
People who are well-represented at trial
do not get the death penalty.”
It is another way of saying that poor
people get executed while rich people
do not.
These are the reasons that Pope
Benedict XVI claimed, in an address last
February, “non-violence for Christians is
not mere tactical behavior, but a person’s
way of being, the attitude of one who is
convinced of God’s love and power, who
is not afraid to confront evil with the
weapons of love and truth alone.”
They are also the reasons the new
Vatican document speaks appreciatively
of “groups and individuals that are
working with renewed commitment and
vigor for the abolition of capital
punishment and for the imposition of a
universal moratorium on its application.”
It is worth noting that our country is
not in very respectable company on the
death penalty. Approximately 95 percent
of all known executions took place in
China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United
States.
Since 1990, nine countries are known
to have executed child offenders. The
total for the United States and Iran is
larger than for all the other seven
countries combined.
(A free brochure on ecumenism,
including questions on intercommunion
and other ways of sharing worship, is
available by sending a stamped, selfaddressed envelope to Father John
Dietzen, Box 3315, Peoria, IL 61612.
Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen
at the same address or by e-mail at
jjdietzen@aol.com.) †
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By Sean Gallagher

In the next two years, the way that many
people experience liturgy in the
archdiocese and across the United States
will undergo significant changes.
A new text for the Mass will be
implemented, and a new Directory for
Music and the Liturgy will guide bishops in
their review of texts for songs used in the
liturgy.
Included in the directory will be a list of
standard hymns and songs that will be
required to be in all future hymnals and
missalettes.
These major developments, as well as
the practical ins and outs of leading
liturgical music effectively, will be the
subject of much discussion at the national
convention of the National Association of
Pastoral Musicians (NPM) to be held in
Indianapolis from July 9-13.
Charles Gardner, liturgical music
director for the archdiocese and an NPM
board member, sees the convention as a
special opportunity for music leaders in
archdiocesan parishes as well as people
who volunteer in choirs or as cantors or
instrumentalists, noting that the convention
will have many practical break-out
sessions.
“Helping people to prepare to do their
job, to raise their skill levels as cantors, as
organists, those are consistently needed
things,” Gardner said. “Not only will they
learn something, but one of the large
benefits is to be a part of several thousand
people who are like a choir. It gives you a
boost.”
He also said that the convention will be
an opportunity for those in the archdiocese
interested in liturgical music to volunteer to
greet the thousands of attendees who will
descend upon Indianapolis from across the
nation.

“Helping to welcome people here is very
[important],” Gardner said. “We want to be
hospitable in this town.”
Gardner noted that the uncertainty of
what will be happening in the liturgy in the
coming years will have an effect on at least
one significant part of the convention:
people’s buying habits.
“At these conventions, a lot of times
people will buy music. And right in this
period of transition, the paperback
publishers of worship aids have the edge,”
he said, “because if you’re going to make an
investment in a bound book—even though
the great majority of the music isn’t service
music—you probably are going to hold back
a little bit and say, ‘I want to wait and have
the new texts in there.’ ”
Another topic of discussion may be a
recent online survey that the NPM undertook
to determine the priorities of leaders of
pastoral music, on the one hand, and the
priorities of those in the congregation, on the
other.
The survey, which was not scientific,
asked the question, “What helps you to sing
the liturgy?”
The most important factor for the
1,541 respondents involved in music
ministry was the leadership of organ or
instruments (66.4 percent), while only
39.9 percent of those not involved in music
ministry said that this was an important
factor for them.
According to the survey, the leading aid
to help those 808 respondents not involved
in a music ministry to sing during Mass was
familiarity of the melody (52.2 percent)
followed closely by the easy-to-sing nature
of a melody (51.4 percent).
These two factors were, respectively, the
seventh and eighth most important factors
for those involved in music ministry, coming
in respectively at 46.7 percent and
43.5 percent.
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client and not for us as your loan consultants.
Ascot is a leader in the mortgage industr y. We
can offer you the best mortgage to fit all your
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Father J. Michael Joncas, a liturgical
music composer and a faculty member at
the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul,
Minn., will receive the NPM’s Jubilate Deo
Award, which is given annually to a person
who has made a significant contribution to
the development of pastoral liturgy or music
on the national or international level.
The NPM’s Pastoral Musician of the Year
will be awarded to well-known liturgical
composer Marty Haugen, also of Minnesota.
(Those interested in attending the
convention should log on to www.npm.org
and click on the convention’s logo. Those
interested in volunteering at the convention
should call 317-236-1483 or 800-382-9836,
ext. 1483, or log on to
www.archindy.org/worship.) †
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“This is going to be a matter for
discussion, especially in the practical
workshops,” Gardner said. “When we give
people things to sing, we need to always
remind ourselves that people need familiar
things.”
Convention participants will be treated
to nightly concerts at various locations
around the city as well as addresses given
by major figures in liturgical music in the
United States. Presenters will include Steve
Warner, longtime leader of the University
of Notre Dame’s Folk Choir, and Paulist
Father Ricky Manalo, a composer of
liturgical music and writer of books and
articles on the liturgy.
Two other well-known liturgical
musicians will receive awards at the
convention.
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Members of St. Mary Parish in New Albany lead a congregation in singing during a Mass celebrated at
the parish’s church on Dec. 10, 2006. Liturgical musicians from across the archdiocese and around the
country will gather in Indianapolis on July 9-13 for the national convention of the National Association
of Pastoral Musicans.
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MOUNTAIN, Joan M., 78,
St. Barnabas, Indianapolis,
April 9. Sister of Merl and George
Mountain.

Rest in peace
Please submit in writing to our
office by 10 a.m. Thursday
before the week of publication;
be sure to state date of death.
Obituaries of archdiocesan
priests serving our archdiocese
are listed elsewhere in The
Criterion. Order priests and
religious sisters and brothers
are included here, unless they
are natives of the archdiocese or
have other connections to it;
those are separate obituaries on
this page.
BASCH, John R., 85,
St. Barnabas, Indianapolis,
April 15. Husband of Rebecca
Basch. Father of Shirley Linne,
Susan Pennington, Barbara, Bill,
Jerry, John and Mark Basch.
BAUDER, Frances Josephine,
83, Holy Spirit, Indianapolis,
April 21. Wife of Joseph Bauder.
Mother of Sharon Norris and
John Bauder. Stepmother of Ann
Haggard, Kathleen Kiemeyer and
Joseph Bauder. Grandmother of
six. Step-grandmother of six.
Great-grandmother of seven.
Step-great-grandmother of four.
BAUMANN, Paul W., 71,
Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Indianapolis, April 13. Father of
Paulette Pettigrew, Billy Jo,
Dennis, James, John, Robert and
Thomas Baumann. Brother of
St. Joseph Sister Lillian
Baumann, Anthony and Francis
Baumann. Grandfather of 23.
Great-grandfather of 18.
CONSOLINO, Gabrielle
Marjorie, infant, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, New Albany,
April 8. Daughter of Brian and
Michelle Consolino.
DOWNEY, Agnes, 84,
St. Barnabas, Indianapolis,
April 6. Wife of Jack Downey.
Mother of Patricia Hanna.
Grandmother of three. Greatgrandmother of several. Greatgreat-grandmother of several.

MADER, Marie C. (Ley), 87,
Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Indianapolis, April 18. Wife of
Alfred Mader. Mother of Agnes
Anderson, Theresa Dillon, Linda
Eads, Mary Lou Jones, Patricia
Shepardson, James, John,
Kenneth, Kevin, Raymond and
Thomas Mader. Sister of Delores
Reitman and Robert Ley.
Grandmother of 28. Great-grandmother of 11.
MARTIN, Frank C., 83,
St. Anthony of Padua, Morris,
April 20. Cousin of several.
MATTHEWS, John E., Dr., 84,
St. Simon the Apostle, Indianapolis, April 19. Husband of
Jeanne Matthews. Father of
Stepheny Tays. Brother of Joseph
Matthews. Grandfather of two.
Great-grandfather of two.
McMILLAN, Norma Jean, 79,
Holy Name of Jesus, Beech
Grove, April 14. Wife of Robert
McMillan. Mother of Dan, Gary,
Joe, John, Larry and Tim
McMillan. Sister of Laverne
Shepherd and Richard Lohman.
Grandmother of several. Greatgrandmother of several.

SAVAGE, James L., 66,
Sacred Heart, Clinton, April 14.
Husband of Laura Savage. Son of
Dorothy Savage.

VAN NOY, Bernice H. (Wilson),
95, Our Lady of the Greenwood,
Greenwood, April 20. Mother of
Charlotte Allstatt, Madonna
Gentry, Frances McMahon,
Margaret Murphy, Gregory,
Michael, Richard and Robert
Van Noy. Sister of Robert Wilson.
Grandmother of 25. Great-grandmother of 26.
VAN SICKLE, Ruby M.
(Finnesy), 84, St. Mary
(Immaculate Conception),
Rushville, April 21. Mother of
Mike and Terry Van Sickle.
Grandmother of two. Greatgrandmother of four.

WERNER, Mary Ann, 72,
St. Anthony of Padua, Morris,
SHANK, Gloria H., St. Matthew, April 20. Mother of Joyce
Indianapolis, April 17. Wife of
Hansell, Dan, Daryl and Roger
John Shank. Mother of Pamela
Werner. Daughter of Agnes
Hubbard, Suzanne Ryan, Barbara Kuhn. Sister of Wilma
Shurina, John and Michael Shank. Hoffmeier and David Kuhn.
Grandmother of 10. †
Sister of Joseph Hendriksen.

He helped the Little Sisters
of the Poor establish the
St. Augustine Home for the
Aged, the Daughters of
Charity relocate St. Vincent
Hospital and the Society of
Jesus establish Brebeuf Jesuit
Preparatory School on farmland that is now West 86th
Street.
Brennan was the first president of the board of directors
of Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory
School, past president of the
board of directors of Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods College, a
charter member of the lay
board of advisers of
St. Vincent Hospital and a
past member of the board of
directors of the St. Augustine
Home for the Aged. He was
honored by the Jesuits and
Little Sisters of the Poor.
Surviving are five children,
Martha Legue, Mary Ann
Tobin, Louise, John and
William Brennan III, and nine
grandchildren.
Memorial gifts may be
made to the St. Augustine
Home for the Aged,
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish or St. Vincent
Foundation, all in Indianapolis. †
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HURM, William, 59, St. Paul,
Tell City, April 14. Brother of
Margie James.

Consistently improving our services and facilities, including a

JARBOE, Marie G., 86,
St. Paul, Tell City, April 15.
Mother of Vicky Hermann,
Henrietta Tenbarge and Patricia
Voges. Sister of Bessie and
Martha Genet and Raymond
Goffinet. Grandmother of 12.
Great-grandmother of 23.

KOCZAN, Bonnie L., 67,
St. Monica, Indianapolis,
April 20. Wife of Joseph Koczan.
Mother of Cara Berkely, Brenda
Desotell, Gina Payne, Sandra and
Joseph Koczan. Sister of Mona
DeSimone and Joan Koehler.

ROSEMEYER, Robert J., 82,
St. Barnabas, Indianapolis,
April 25. Father of Janet Springer
and Stephen Rosemeyer.
Grandfather of three. Great-grandfather of one.

TIMPE, Vera M., 83,
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Indianapolis, April 26. Mother of Mary
Ann Ullrich, Michael and Patrick
Timpe. Grandmother of seven.
Great-grandmother of eight.

William A. Brennan Jr., a
charter member of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Parish in
Indianapolis and dedicated
Church and community volunteer for more than six decades,
died on April 26 in
Indianapolis. He was 89.
The Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on
April 30 at Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church in Indianapolis. Burial followed at
Calvary Cemetery in
Indianapolis.
A 1935 graduate of
Cathedral High School in
Indianapolis, Brennan earned
degrees from Georgetown
University and Harvard
University. He was a captain
in the U.S. Army.
Brennan was president of
W. A. Brennan Inc.
Commercial and Industrial
Realtors from 1946-97 and a
partner in Brennan Associates
LLC from 1997-2007.
He was founding president
of Immaculate Heart’s parish
council, a 40-year member of
the Catholic Cemeteries
Association and a 30-year
real estate consultant for the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

I N D I A N A PO L I S

HORNER, Elsie Lee (Sarles),
83, St. Mary, New Albany,
April 18. Mother of Suzette Been.
Jerry Lee and Dennis Horner.
Grandmother of 11. Great-grandmother of 19.

KOERS, Roberta M., 91,
Holy Spirit, Indianapolis,
April 11. Mother of Anita Boyle,
Theresa Martinez, Kevin, Patrick,
Raymond and Stephen Koers.
Grandmother of 24. Great-grandmother of 26.

RICHARDSON, Robert K., 77,
St. Lawrence, Indianapolis,
April 2. Husband of Shirley
Richardson. Father of Ann
Hightower, Catherine Rubenstein,
Donald and R. Michael
Richardson. Grandfather of seven.
Step-grandfather of three. Greatgrandfather of one. Step-greatgrandfather of two.

SPRINGER, Mary Margaret,
78, St. Mark the Evangelist,
Indianapolis, April 13. Sister of
William Springer. Aunt of
several.

William A. Brennan Jr. served
the Church and community

B E EC H G R O V E

HAHN, Lester V., 90, St. Mary
(Immaculate Conception),
Rushville, April 20. Brother of
Louise Childers.

JOY, Patricia T., 94,
St. Augustine, Jeffersonville,
April 17. Mother of Tracy,
Thomas and Timothy Joy.
Grandmother of five. Greatgrandmother of four.

PARROTT, Marie L.
(Hildebrand), 73, St. Barnabas,
Indianapolis, April 15. Wife of
Frank Parrott. Mother of Mary
Downing, Susan von
Grimmenstein and Edward
Parrott. Grandmother of four.

Grandmother of 14. Great-grandmother of five.

$40 million expansion currently under way in Mooresville.

Rebuild and restore
Top 5% in the nation for overall orthopaedic care.

With machines, medicine and faith
A philosophy of healing that incorporates our Franciscan values of
compassionate concern, joyful service and respect for life.

We are leading the way
With three convenient hospital campuses, a medical staff of more
than 700 doctors and 4,000 employees to serve your needs.

LA BRECQUE, Robert L., 85,
St. Roch, Indianapolis, April 22.
Husband of Loretta La Brecque.
Father of Susan Hall, Barbara
Spurgeon, Jeanne, James and
Robert La Brecque. Brother of
Mary Charpentier. Grandfather of
10. Great-grandfather of 13.

StFrancisHospitals.org

SFH061342_8.625x10.indd 1
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Classified Directory

Real Estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Living and Working
in your Community

For information about rates for classified advertising, call (317) 236-1572.

Vacation Rentals . . . . . . . . .

Prayers Answered . . . . . . . .

BEACHFRONT CONDO, Maderia
Beach, Fl., 2BR/2BA, pool & 25ft
balcony overlooking the Gulf of
Mexico. Meet Indpls. owner. See
photos, maps. Call Scooter at 317257-2431

THANK YOU God, Blessed
Mother and St. Jude for prayers
answered.
Pat

NEW SMYRNA Beach, FLA.
Oceanview condo, fully furn. 2
BR/2BA., 2 pools & tennis. Visit
Disney, Epcot, NASA, & enjoy the
beach, too! Phone 386-427-5376
FT. MYERS, Florida, on the
beach. Great view. $500/wk. 317823-9880.
INDIAN ROCKS Beach, FL. Private 2BR/2BA condo facing beach,
on Intercoastal, gorgeous pool,
secure bldg., covered parking.
$750 wk/ $2800 month. 317-2589370
PANAMA CITY Beach townhouse,
sleeps 6. Beach pool, mini-golf,
tennis, patio w/ grill. 502-836-1909

GULF SHORES LUXURIOUS
BEACHFRONT CONDOS

Fully Furnished. Indoor/Outdoor Pools.
1, 2, 3 & 4 BR. Owner Direct saves
you $$. Call Chris 1-800-713-6435

cashley945@earthlink.net or
www.babeachproperties.com

PANAMA CITY BEACH
TOWNHOUSE
Sleeps 6, fully equipped kitchen,
washer/dryer. Patio &
swimming pool.
$790/wk. summer, $640/wk. other.
812-923-9956 Jim or Cheryl

LAKE LELAND, MI

Room for 8–12 people in 2 lake
cabins, sandy beach on the
North Lake. July 4th is available.
Phone: 317-908-6469

Patronize Our Advertisers

Homes For Rent . . . . . . . . . .
Christian Family Desired

Close to Little Flower Parish
337 N. Dequincy St., Lg. 3 BR,
Double. Full basement w/hook-ups.
$550 per month.
Call: 317-356-6600

Roofing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
D & S ROOFING
24-hour service!

Rubber, torch downs, hot tar roofs,
reroof and tearoffs.
• Any large or small repairs
• Wind or hail damage repairs
Call Dale for free estimates!

317-357-4341

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
30 years experience • References available

Asphalt Paving . . . . . . . . . .

ROWE PAVING CO.
Asphalt or Concrete
• Residential Driveways
• Commercial Parking Lots

Call 852-0102 or 898-3373

Home Improvement . . . . . .
STEGEMOLLER PAINTING

Interior & Exterior painting Wallpaper Removal, Small Drywall Repair
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call 317-450-3234

Dave Petty
A HOME SPECIALIST

•Siding •Soffit •Copper •Roofing
•Home Repairs & More...

317-361-3052
Ed’s Construction
(Parishioner of Little Flower)

Electrical Repairs

Brick Chimneys • Concrete • Roofing • Fencing

40 years experience
Family owned & operated
Ed Warren • 317-356-2884

PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
‘RESIDENTIAL’
JAMES A. MADER
PAINTING
REASONABLE PRICES
317-782-3048
Indiana’s Largest Weekly
Newspaper Is Growing!

Call 236-1572 to advertise!

For Sale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Breeden Realtors®

Columbus, IN area

Visit our new website!
Free Gift Offer

Toninatural.com

LAST AVAILABLE
Holy Cross Cemetery, Indpls.
(1) 2/grave lots
Blk 7 Sect 6, $2600.
Call 317-240-0026
Plumbing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Weilhammer
Plumbing

Since 1901

(317)
784-1870
We sell & install

Water Heaters
Water Softeners
Toilets/Faucets
Garbage Disposals

(800) 341-5922 • (317) 885-9697
courtyard-realty.com

Jan Stone, GRI, CRS
Broker Associate
Business: 812-378-7950
Fax: 812-378-1706
janstone@c21breedenrealtors.com

Post your ad
in the Criterion!

Do you
need help
advertising
your lawn
mowing
business?

Steve J. Sergi
Broker/Owner

Broker/Owner
ABR, CRS, GRI
Count on Courtyard
For Real Estate Service You Can Trust!

Gutter Cleaning Only
Free Estimates

317-862-9377

Realty Mart

MARINA

AT

GEIST

OFFICE (317) 576-0700
CELL (317) 339-0613
E-MAIL: ERAjancampbell@yahoo.com
Jan Campbell
Realtor/Broker

With 30 years experience, I look forward
to helping you with your real estate needs

Catering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

DIVINE WILL
Catering

Gutter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

GUTTER SERVICE

www.TheSergiGroup.com

ERA Campbell Group, Inc.

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLY’S

317-507-5883

Jan & Larry Dennin

Call or e-mail Dana

236-1575 or

ddanberry@archindy.org

Catering throughout the Archdiocese
Affordable, Top Quality Italian Food
Pastas, Italian Beef, Salads, Subs, Pizza, Ribs, Breakfast...
First Communion, Graduation, & more...
M/C, VISA, AMEX, DISCOVER

317-224-5951

Home Improvement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Financial Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CERTIFIED BUDGET REMODELERS

FOR YOUR FAMILY AND ITS FUTURE.

GOT HAIL DAMAGE New
ROOFS TODAY...hoosier roofer?
Free Quotes 317-255-3377
• Most roofs done in one day!!!!
• Siding
• Gutters
Bonded & Insured
• Windows
• Soffit & Fascia
• Lics. Fully Insd • Free Inspection
317-255-3377
We work directly with Insurance Co.

Northwestern Mutual
Finanacial Network
500 East 96th Street, Suite 125
Indianapolis, IN 46240
(317) 818-2644 • (866) 818-2644

Michael P. McGinley
Financial Representative
05-2584 ©2006 Northwestern Mutual. Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is a marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI and its affiliates, and “the quiet company” is a registered trademark. 6016-171

Positions Available . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Administrative Assistant

Part Time Marketing

Contractor insurance restoration seeking full
time Administrative Assistant.
Duties: Answer phones, Accounts Payable, clerical
tasks as assigned. Essential computer skills:
Microsoft Word and Excel. Salary commensurate
with experience.
Send résumé to:
tjackson@michaeliscorp.com

Looking for 4 Representatives to visit Insurance
Agencies to market our firm. Ideal person is
friendly, well acquainted with the Metro
Indianapolis area, and likes to forge new
relationships. Possible to work in your home area.
20 hours per week.
Hourly rate plus mileage. Perfect for retirees.
Email all correspondences to
michaelis@michaeliscorp.com

PRINCIPAL

Music Director

St. Ambrose Catholic School - Seymour, Indiana
Seeking an experienced educator to provide leadership in the
development of a Catholic educational program of excellence
(integrating academic, spiritual, emotional and physical
growth), and coordinating and directing efforts to increase
the school enrollment. Candidate requirements include:
• Believing, practicing Catholic.
• Goal orientated, energetic person with strong decisionmaking, administrative and organizational skills.
• Strong interpersonal and communication skills with
experience in team-building and conf lict resolution.
• Knowledgeable of curriculum and instructional programs,
including small group, computer based learning, inquiry
learning models, and program designed to serve the
needs of limited English speaking students.
Interested persons should contact or send résumé to:
Rob Rash
Archdiocese of Indianapolis
Office of Catholic Education
1400 North Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46202-2367
317-236-1544
rrash@archindy.org

Vibrant, growing parish community on northeast
side of Indianapolis with over 1600 families is
looking for a Music Director on either a part time
or full time basis. Candidate will possess faith-filled
energy and a comprehensive working knowledge of
Roman Catholic Liturgy. Responsibilities include:
plan music for Sunday liturgies, plus holy days and
other special services; direct weekly adult choir
rehearsal; train volunteer cantors; recruit and retain
existing volunteer members; attend liturgy and staff
meetings. Church uses Glory and Praise hymnal,
2nd edition, but welcomes creativity within
Catholic liturgical guidelines. Strong keyboard skills
with vocal ability required, degree in music and
experience preferred, but not essential. Please send
résumé to:
St. Simon the Apostle
Attn: Liturgy Committee
8155 Oaklandon Road
Indianapolis, IN 46236

Choir Director

Mary, Queen of Peace seeks a P/T choir director to
lead an outstanding choir for Sunday liturgy.
Should have knowledge of Catholic liturgy. Salary
negotiable.
Also seeks P/T organist for Sunday liturgy. Should
be available for both weddings and funerals. Salary
negotiable.
Send résumé or call 317-745-4284.
Address 1005 West Main St., Danville, IN 46122

Communications Director
Glenmary Home Missioners, a small domestic
Catholic missionary organization seeks a
Communications Director. Responsible for public,
media & donor-related communications. Serves as
editor for Glenmary Challenge, a quarterly
magazine: the Glenmary Website, and various
print and Web publications. Also responsible for
helping create and implement a communications
plan promoting Glenmary’s annual giving
program which includes direct mail appeals.
Minimum of a Bachelors degree in communications and 5-7 years relevant experience. Must be
computer literate, proficient in InDesign, Photoshop, Dreamweaver software, familiar with printing production process and the Catholic faith.
Interested persons should send a cover letter and
résumé to:
Gil Stevens
% GHM
P.O. Box 465618
Cincinnati, Ohio 45246

BRAZIL

milestone events, and some have produced
important shifts in pastoral direction.
This year’s edition will reflect the impact
continued from page 1
of globalization and the need for greater
effort in Catholic education.
collaboration among Churches of North and
• The “growing influence of postmodern
South America, especially on issues like
hedonist secularism,” which is seen as draeconomic migration.
matically eroding the traditional values of the
To favor that kind of exchange, the more
predominantly Catholic continent.
than 160 voting members of the conference
• Marriage and the family, which the pope will include four U.S. bishops as well as
said show “signs of yielding under the presU.S. Cardinal William J. Levada, head of
sure of lobbies” that push for legislative
Vatican’s doctrinal congregation.
changes and which are threatened by the
Two bishops and a cardinal from Canada
increase in divorce, cohabitation and adultery. also will attend.
• Economic injustice and the fight against
In Sao Paulo, Brazil’s largest city and one
poverty, along with the growing phenomeof the most populous metropolitan areas in the
non of migration, which also impacts family world, the pope is likely to talk about persisunity.
tent social issues like urban violence, homeThe pope is well aware that many
lessness, corruption and economic disparity.
Latin American bishops believe the Church
Outside Aparecida, the pontiff will visit a
stands at a turning point after losing ground
Franciscan-run drug rehabilitation center
in recent decades.
called Fazenda da Esperanca (Farm of
At the last Synod of Bishops in 2005, the Hope). In addition to illustrating Christian
pope listened as Brazilian Cardinal Claudio
charity in action, the visit will give the pope
Hummes told the assembly that in Brazil—
an opportunity to highlight the deep human
the most populous Catholic country in the
and social damage done by the drug trade
world—the number of Catholics was declin- throughout Latin America.
ing by about 1 percent each year, with many
When the Vatican recently critiqued Jesuit
lost to Protestant sects.
Father Jon Sobrino, a pioneer in liberation
“We have to wonder: How long will
theology, some saw it as a sign of things to
Brazil be a Catholic country?” Cardinal
come from the pope and the May bishops’
Hummes said.
conference.
According to the Vatican’s statistics, the
But Father Lombardi, the Vatican
Catholic percentage of Latin American popu- spokesman, said he does not expect liberation
lations has dropped about 4 percent over the theology to be a crucial issue during the papal
last 25 years, but many believe the official
visit. Instead, he said, the pope is likely to
figures don’t tell the real story.
focus on concerns like secularization, the
In Brazil, for example, the Vatican says
activity of the sects and urbanization, and
85 percent of the population is Catholic, but their relationship to the fundamental question
experts who follow census figures say the
of how to announce Jesus Christ in an
real number may be closer to 70 percent.
evolving culture.
The general conferences of
The impact of papal visits, of course, does
Latin American bishops are considered
not depend solely on official events and papal
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Recovering drug addicts take part in Mass in the chapel at Fazenda da Esperanca (Farm of Hope), a
Franciscan-run drug rehabilitation center in Guaratingueta, Brazil, on April 25. Pope Benedict XVI is
scheduled to visit the center during his May trip to Brazil, where he will open the once-a-decade
meeting of Catholic bishops from Latin America and the Caribbean.

speeches. Perhaps more than on previous
trips, the world will be watching to see how
Pope Benedict, an academic at heart,
interacts with the more outwardly emotional
culture of the region.
During his first trip to Brazil, Pope John
Paul II walked through a slum neighborhood
of Rio de Janeiro, where he chatted with
residents and, moved by what they told him,
left his papal ring as a gift to local parishioners. No one is suggesting a repeat performance by Pope Benedict, but many are interested to see whether the pope uses gestures
as well as words to communicate his concern
for the poor.
With 14 major events, it’s a relatively
busy schedule for the 80-year-old pope. But

almost from the beginning of his pontificate, he has made this trip a priority.
According to Latin American bishops, it
was the pope who chose the Marian
sanctuary as the site for the conference and
announced that he would be coming.
The pope also chose the theme
“Disciples and Missionaries of Jesus
Christ, So That Our Peoples May Have
Life in Him.” The focus on the person of
Jesus Christ is typical of the pope, who just
published a book on the figure of Jesus.
The bishops of Latin America have said
they hope the conference will launch a new
evangelizing mission across the continent,
a type of spiritual mobilization throughout
the Church. †

Mirroring wider debate, Vatican seminar on global warming gets heated
VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Despite being
held in a cool, climate-controlled conference
room, some early discussions at a Vaticansponsored seminar on global warming and
climate change got pretty heated.
The rifts and tensions still dividing the
global debate on the causes of and remedies
for drastic climatic shifts were gently
simmering in the small microcosm of the
two-day Vatican meeting.
Sponsored by the Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace, the seminar gathered
experts representing the scientific, political,
economic and spiritual sides of the climatechange debate on April 26-27 to discuss
“Climate Change and Development.”
“I have to commend the planners,” said
Lucia Silecchia, a professor of environmental
law at The Catholic University of America in
Washington, because “nobody can accuse
them of bringing in a group of people who
will agree with each other.”
Disagreements even spilled out into the
corridor during the closed-door seminar’s
first morning break when a Vatican official

had to use his pastoral prowess to calm one
participant.
“The scientific community has been so
divided and so bitter” over the climatechange debate that experts who disagree with
each other don’t talk to each other, Silecchia
told Catholic News Service.
But by bringing the opposing sides
together under the neutral roof of the
Vatican, she said, the Church is helping give
a fresh approach to an issue mired in conflict,
confusion and, often, inaction.
The Vatican is reminding people that the
environment and development cannot be
helped by economics, science or politics
alone, “that there are moral, ethical considerations” to take into account, said Silecchia.
She said policymakers have to avoid
falling into the extremes that either see “the
human almost as evil and destroying a beautiful planet” or consider development and
technology as saviors of the world.
John Carr, the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ secretary for social
development and world peace, said

Christian values seen in “the virtue of
prudence, the pursuit of the common good
and the protection of the poor” are important
contributions to the climate-change debate
and should be at the heart of policies aimed at
addressing global warming.
Because real consensus among politicians
and scientists is not around the corner, the
Church can still band divergent groups
together under its universal umbrella of
Christian values.
The Catholic Church is “not the Sierra
Club at prayer,” Carr told CNS. It embodies
centuries of tradition of calling for “sacrifice,
restraint, moderation,” promoting the
common good and the option for the poor.
Cardinal Renato Martino, head of the justice and peace council, said the Church’s concern for the environment and creation goes all
the way back to the Book of Genesis. In the
two stories of creation, God gave humankind
the mandate to subdue and have dominion
over the earth, but he also expected humanity
“to cultivate and care for it,” he said.
Humanity’s dominion over creation “does

not have to be despotic” nor should it be
used for purely selfish and economic needs,
he said. Hurting the environment is a sin, he
told reporters, as it “is an offense not only
against yourself, but against all others”
whose lives depend on its resources.
Nonetheless, he said, the Vatican is
cautious about what sort of pronouncements
it makes about global warming.
Church leaders are aware scientific
findings can sometimes be skewed by
special-interest groups or overblown by an
audience-hungry media.
The Church, therefore, “seeks to draw
fully from the treasury” of all scientific
knowledge and experience and looks for
“a true and balanced response” based on
Church teaching, Cardinal Martino said.
In a papal telegram to seminar participants, Pope Bendict XVI said he hoped the
conference would foster the “research and
promotion of lifestyles and models of
production and consumption that respect
creation and the real demands of sustainable
progress of peoples.” †
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Pastoral Associate
Seeking an experienced professional prepared to
take on increasing responsibility for administration and pastoral care of a small, urban, multicultural parish with a resident priest: administration and supervision; coordinate volunteers for
ministries and fundraisers, liturgy planning and
preaching; evangelization; total parish catechesis
for children and adults; Bi-lingual with experience in Hispanic ministry a plus; MS in related
field or comparable experience; Salary and benefits package designed for a professional.
Send résumé to:
Nativity Catholic Church
3635 Pollack Ave.
Evansville, IN 47714
www.nativitycatholicchurch.com
hkuykendall@evansville-diocese.org

Custodial Staff
SS. Francis and Clare Church in Greenwood, IN
is seeking a full-time Custodian to begin immediately. Duties include ongoing cleaning of Parish
Center and Assisi Center, some facility setup,
hauling and moving of equipment.
Requirements include a high school diploma
(or its equivalent) and at least one year of
custodial experience. Applicants should be selfstarters and be able to work well with others.
Applicants should be able to lift, carry and push at
least 75 lbs.
Please send résumé to the address below or call
for an applicant form:
Jackie Buchanan
SS. Francis and Clare Church
5901 Olive Branch Road
Greenwood, IN 46143.
Phone: (317) 859-4673
Equal Opportunity Employer

Youth Minister

St. Gertrude’s Church, a suburban Cincinnati
parish of 2000 families staffed by the Dominican
Friars, is seeking a full time youth minister to
further the development of a dynamic,
comprehensive youth ministry. Applicant must be
a practicing Catholic with a strong grounding in
the Catholic faith and good communication,
leadership and organizational skills. Applicants are
required to have a BA in Theology/Religious
Studies or a related field and at least three years
of pastoral experience. Competitive salary
commensurate with education and experience.
Send résumé with references to:
Search Committee
St. Gertrude Catholic Parish
7630 Shawnee Run Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45243-3009
Fax: (513) 527-3971
Parish website: www.stgertrude.org
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SERVICE
continued from page 1

a purpose beyond the work I do.”
Nguyen shared her story and that message
during the April 26 Spirit of Service Award
Dinner in Indianapolis, an event that raised
more than $220,000 to benefit Catholic
Charities Indianapolis in its efforts to help the
poor and the vulnerable.
The dinner was also a celebration of this
year’s seven Spirit of Service Award winners,
who live these words from Nguyen: “I have
been blessed, and with that blessing I must
take responsibility.”
Consider the work of Dr. Mercy Obeime, a
member of St. Luke Parish in Indianapolis
who is also the medical director of St. Francis
Hospice and St. Francis Neighborhood Health
Center in Indianapolis. In 2003, on her
40th birthday, the native of Nigeria extended
her care for others by starting the Mercy
Foundation, dedicating her organization to
bringing hope, mission trips and medical
supplies to the people of her homeland.
Consider the efforts of Louise Collet, who
has dedicated more than four decades of
volunteering to help children, the poor, the
sick, the hungry, the elderly and patients with
Alzheimer’s disease. A member of
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in
Indianapolis, she has always looked out for
the less fortunate through her commitments at
the Cathedral Kitchen, St. Augustine Home
for the Aged and A Caring Place, a Catholic
Charities Indianapolis program that provides
adult day care services.
Martha and Bill Kuntz earned their award
for the countless ways they have quietly
worked behind the scenes to improve the lives
of others. Bill has also volunteered for more
than 40 years with the Catholic Youth
Organization, the organization that his father
led when Bill was a child. And Martha is also
involved with Christ Renews His Parish
efforts at their parish, St. Jude in Indianapolis.
Dr. Raymond Pierce Jr. was saluted for his
lifelong commitment to the Church, the

Award winners,
seated from
left, are Louise
Collet,
Dr. Raymond
Pierce Jr.,
Martha Kuntz,
Bill Kuntz and
Dr. Mercy
Obeime.
Standing, from
left, are Natalie
Guzman and
John Pelizzari,
representing
Fifth Third Bank
Central Indiana;
Betty Nguyen,
Archbishop
Daniel M.
Buechlein and
Gil Viets.

Photo by Richard Clark
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community and the improvement of people’s
lives. A member of St. Monica Parish in
Indianapolis, the retired orthopedic surgeon
was one of the original board members of the
archdiocese’s Multicultural Ministry
Commission. He is involved in efforts to
improve the health care of the poor and to
fight sickle-cell anemia, a disease that
predominantly strikes the black community.
Gil Viets received the Community Service
Award for his contributions to the archdiocese and the city of Indianapolis, including
being a board member of St. Vincent Health,
and helping the United Way and the
American Heart Association. He is a member
of St. Alphonsus Parish in Zionsville in the
Lafayette Diocese.
The Corporate Leadership Award was
given to Fifth Third Bank for its many contributions to the central Indiana community and
the archdiocese, including being a generous

sponsor of the Spirit of Service Awards
Dinner and the Celebrating Catholic School
Values Awards Dinner.
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein saluted
the award winners, saying, “Your commitment to selflessly serving the poor, the sick,
the elderly and anyone in need is an inspiration to us all. You are humble servant-leaders
who have truly answered God’s call to be
compassionate toward others.”
The need for that compassion continues to
grow because of the increasing number of
people who need help, said David J.
Bethuram, the executive director of Catholic
Charities Indianapolis.
“Last year, Catholic Charities Indianapolis
helped nearly 20,000 through our
11 programs,” he said. “We served people in
our support programs that include counseling,
family education, and after-school and
summer camp programs for at-risk youth. We

served the elderly and their caregivers in
our community through Adult Day Services
and the Senior Companion programs, and
provided those in need with temporary
shelter, food, clothing and job assistance.”
The generosity of donors and volunteers
has allowed Catholic Charities Indianapolis
to reach more people every year, he added.
That spirit of generosity was echoed by
the award winners, who each made a videotaped acceptance speech that was shown to
the audience as they received their awards.
“We are all called by God to serve,”
Obeime said.
A depth of humility also bonded the
award winners.
“We are humbled by this honor,”
Bill Kuntz said. “What we have been given
pales in comparison to the many gifts God
has given us, starting with our Catholic
faith.” †

Legacy for Our Mission:
For Our Children and the Future

St. Michael’s Ministries Seek Room to Grow
S

t. Michael Parish in Bradford now offers 70 different ministries to its members and the surrounding
community. As the ministry outreach has grown over
the decades, so has the demand for space. Today, the
parish hall that has served so well for 35 years is now
simply inadequate for current needs. With the help of
proceeds from the Legacy for Our Mission campaign,
St. Michael hopes to build a parish life center that
will provide additional space and truly be the hub of
parish activity.

“Some time ago, we realized that our religious education facilities were not keeping pace with the increasing enrollment in our faith formation programs.
Classes are being held in every available space in our
church complex. We’ve reached seating capacity for
our annual parish festival in September. While the
educational and service needs of our parish are barely
being met, we are unable to grow and flourish as we
are called to do by Scripture,” said Father John L.
Fink, pastor since 2003.
Activities currently held in the parish hall would be
moved to the new parish life center, along with offices
of the parish staff. The center would have a gymnasium, rooms for smaller gatherings and an open area
twice the size of the current hall, along with a much
larger kitchen and pantry. Plans are also included for
restrooms that meet the needs of all parishioners.
“Through the Legacy for Our Mission campaign, we
also hope to raise the funds necessary to enlarge our

“The Legacy for Our Mission will help us realize our
vision for the future and the mission we must fulfill.
This is our chance to turn this vision of a parish life
center into reality so we can leave our legacy, as those
before us have, for generations to come. We have the
obligation to continue in the spirit of our forefathers
and leave a legacy for them,” Father Fink said.

Legacy for Our Mission, the archdiocesan capital campaign, is guided by the principles of Christian stewardship
and addresses future ministry needs of the archdiocese. By
current parish hall and remodel it into a long-needed contributing to Legacy for Our Mission, you are helping
education building,” Father Fink said. The building your parish address its most urgent capital, operating and
would house all faith formation classes in a single fa- ministry needs as well as the shared ministries and home
cility, accommodate pre-school programs and provide missions of the archdiocesan community.
accessibility to a shared library and resource room.
Please visit the new online home of the Legacy for Our
Roger Harbeson, Legacy for Our Mission campaign Mission campaign at www.archindy.org/legacy. It can
chairman and St. Michael parishioner for 23 years, also be accessed at www.LegacyforOurMission.org.
commented, “We have a strong youth program that
revolves around religious education and provides ac- Parishioners Make Unconventional Donations
tivities to build the connection with the church. We While parishioners across the archdiocese are willhope that with a new parish life center, that program ingly making contributions to the Legacy for Our
will continue to grow. The Legacy for Our Mission cam- Mission campaign, not everyone is making the
paign is integral to getting that project completed.”
traditional three-year pledge and writing a check.
St. Michael Parish was founded in 1835 to provide At St. Michael, some parishioners are giving what they
services to immigrants who had moved into southern can but sometimes in slightly less conventional ways. A
Indiana. Currently, there are 420 families in the parish dance instructor is donating proceeds from lessons she
and 60 students in its preschool. Membership is grow- gives. A cattle rancher donated a heifer. Still another
ing by about 10 families per year with many of them contributed 12 new plates depicting the Blessed Virgin
moving from nearby Louisville, Father Fink explained. Mary that will be raffled off, one per month.

