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Pope stresses importance of prayer in religious life 
CASTELGANDOLFO, Italy (NC)— 

Prayer is the essence of religious life, Pope 
John Paul II told U.S. bishops making their 
“ad limina” visit Sept. 19. Two days earlier 
he told 50 priests taking part in a seminar 
on ‘Responsible Procreation” that persons 
who use methods of artificial contraception 

reject providence. And on Sept. 18 he ex- 
pressed concern about the threat of nuclear 
war and prayed that humanity will never 
experience a nuclear holocaust. 

The quality of a religious person’s 
consecration i: more important than the 
activity he or she performs, he told the 
bishops. 

He also warned against Religious 
"working outside the church or against its 
teachings, saying this would be “the 
greatest offense to their dignity and their 
persons.” 

He told the American bishops that it was 
part of their collegial responsibility for the 
church to help Religious to to serve as 

models themselves of continuing con- 
version to Christ. 

The pope noted that the new Code of 
Canon Law proclaims prayer as the first 
duty of Religious. “The question of 
Religious being united with God in prayer 
precedes the question of what activity they 
will perform,” he said. 
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BLOOMINGTON HEADQUARTERS—Representatives from St. 
John, Bloomington who attended the Ed 
Conference made themselves to home b J 

Stimming to re 
Charles Stimming Sr. of Indianapolis 

will receive the new archdiocesan Respect 
Life Award on Sunday, Oct. 2, which has 
been designated as Respect Life Sunday. 

Stimming will be honored during a 
dinner in the Catholic Center following a 5 
p.m. vesper service in SS. Peter and Paul 
Cathedral. 

The award is to be 
made each year to one 

person in the ar- 

chdiocese for work in § 
the pro-life field. 
Stimming was one of 

the founders of the 
Committee for the 
Preservation of Life, 

the forerunner of In- 

dianapolis Right to 
Life, and has been 
active in the pro-life area. 

Respect Life Award is the latest ina 

st of honors, including the St. 
More Award of the National 

il of Catholic Men, the Distinguished 
Catholic Layman Award of the In- 

anapolis Council of Catholic Men, the 
srotherhood Award of the Indianapolis 
N chapter, the Distinguished Alumnus 
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Citation of Loyola University, and 
agamore of the Wabash. in 1967, Pope 
aul VI named Stimming a Knight of St. 

Grego’ 

nming is a 1929 graduate of Loyola 

v ty, Chicago. In 1969, he received an 

rary degree from Marian College, 

  

lucational Leadership 
setting up a tent com- 

plete with food, drinks and chairs. The group included from left to 
  

    
  

Frank Savage.) 

right: Charlie Gill, Dr. Tom Kapezynski, Maribeth McKaig, Pat Witt and Wayne Tessies. A story appears on page two. (Photo by 
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Indianapolis, and has served as president 
of Marian’s board of trustees. 

He is a past president of the Serra Club 
of Indianapolis, the Indianapolis Ar- 
chdiocesan Council of Catholic Men, the 
Latin School Foundation and the In- 
dianapolis Conference on Religion and 
Race. 

Stimming has also served on the St. 
Vincent Hospital Advisory Board and the 
Board of Directors of the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews (NCCJ), the 
Alcoholic Rehabilitation Center, Christian Activities, 317-236-1569. 

ceive pro-life award 
Theological Seminary, Rotary, St. Mary’s 
Child Center, the Community Service 
Council of Indianapolis and the In- 
dianapolis Senior Citizens Center. 

In addition, he has been a member of the 
Advisory Board of Salvation Army, the 
President’s Council of Brebeuf 
Preparatory School in Indianapolis, and 
the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels. 

Cost of the dinner is $5, and dinner 
reservations should be made by Saturday, 
Sept. 24, by calling the Office of Pro-Life 

  

Church ia call for truce 
One year after the massacre of 

Palestinian civilians at two refugee camps 
in Lebanon, Catholic Church leaders were 
calling again for a truce in the Lebanese 
civil war and were expressing new 
revulsion at what the Vatican newspaper 
called the ‘‘atrocious slaughter.” 

Pope John Paul II, at his weekly general 
audience Sept. 14, issued one of his 
strongest appeals for both sides to put down 
their arms and begin negotiations. 

Cardinal Antoine-Pierre Khoraiche, 
Maronite patriarch of Antioch, also called 
on Lebanese factions, including Maronite 
Catholics, to end their civil war in an ap- 
peal published Sept. 9 on the front page of 
L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican daily 
newspaper. 

The newspaper later marked the one- 
year anniversary of the massacres with an 
front-page editorial Sept. 17 noting that 
women, children and the elderly were 
among those killed. 

“It is a martyrdom that seems never to 
end,”’ the Vatican newspaper said. 

U.S. church leaders as well were 
pleading for peace in Lebanon. Cardinal 
Joseph Bernardin of Chicago, in a telegram 
to the White House, urged President 
Reagan ‘‘to do everything possible to stop 
the slaughter of people in Lebanon.” 

Pope John Paul’s appeal for peace in- 
cluded a caution for foreign forces in 
Lebanon to do nothing to cause the war 
between Maronite Catholic and Druze 
militias to escalate. 

“Tn speaking of Religi we must say 
that their dignity consists in this: that they 
are persons individually called by God and 
consecrated by God through the mediation 
of the church,” said the pope. ‘The value of 
their activity is great, but the value of their 
being Religious is greater still.” 

Reminding the bishops that he had 
appointed a three-person commission last 
June to guide the bishops in assisting men 
and women Religious in living their 
vocations, the pope said: ‘In the case of the 
Religious, as in the case of the faithful, the 
process is the same: In the very moment in 
which we bishops recognize our own need 
for conversion, the Lord asks us to go out to 
others—humble and repentant, yet 
courageous and without fear—to com- 
municate with our brothers and sisters.” 

The pope praised Religious “for the 
immense contribution they have made to 
the church in the United States” and 
highlighted the ecclesial dimension of their 
work. 

Saying it was a charism of the bishops, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, to coordinate the 
works of the church, the pope said that 
bishops “‘perform a great service to the 
Religious by helping them to maintain and 
deepen their union with the church, and by 
assisting them to harmonize all their ac- 
tivities with the life of the church.” 

“The greatest misunderstanding of the 
charism of Religious, indeed the greatest 
offense to their dignity and their persons, 
would come from those who might try to 
situate their life or mission outside its 
ecclesial context,’ said the pope. 
“Religious are betrayed by anyone who 
would *ttempt to have them embrace 
teaching against the magisterium 
(teaching authority) of the church, who 
conceived them by her love and gave them 
birth in her liberating truth.” 

“Let us manifest our pastoral love in a 
special way to the Religious of the United 
States,” he said. ‘And let us lead the way in 

the sacrifice and love demanded by con- 
version.” 

To the priests attending the seminar at 
the John Paul IT Institute on Marriage and 
Family Life, the pontiff said the sexual act 
should symbolize in marriage the complete 
donation of the essential beings of two 
persons to each other. ‘The contraceptive 
act,” he said, “introduces a substantial 
limitation from within of this reciprocal 
donation and expresses an objective 
refusal to give to the other all the good of 
femininity or masculinity.” 
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Conference deals with 

various aspects 

of Catholic education 
by SUSAN M. MICINSKI 

“I look upon theory as being important 
for the practice of anything,”’ stated Dr. 
Leon McKenzie, administrator of the In- 
diana University Department of Human 
Resource Development at Indiana 
University-Purdue University at In- 
dia..apolis, at a seminar he presented at 
“Toward Building the Kingdom, Catholic 
Education and the Issues of Our Time,” 
this year’s Educational Leadership Con- 
ference sponsored by the Office of Catholic 
Education, and offered last Saturday at 
Beech Grove Benedictine Center. 

‘The theory base of adult religious 
education has to be critically rethought,” 
he declared, ‘‘but we have to sit down and 
think before we do more activity.”” 

Dr. McKenzie explained that we must 
know what are the purposes of adult 
education. But before answering this, ‘‘we 

have to first ask what are the purposes of 
the church.” He stated that the purposes 
should correspond to each other. 

According to the Indiana University 
administrator, there are three dimensions 

to the church: kerygmatic (message)— 
learning activities that revolve around 
theological, scriptural and liturgical 
topics; diakonic (service)—activities that 
focus on everyday needs of adults (i.e., first 
aid in the home, CPR, home repairs, etc.); 
and koinoniac (community or fellowship )— 
activities centering on everyday interests 
of adults (ie. backyard gardening, how to 
bake bread, stamp collecting, etc.) 
designed to bring people together in a 
community of interest. 

“TOO MANY churches stop with the 
kerygma,” he stated. “Very few offer the 
total comprehensive program. Most 
churches need to place more emphasis on 
service and community. It’s very easy to 
get lost in Catholic churches today. People 
are celebrating in communities that don’t 
exist—a lot of people are strangers to each 
other, especially in the large, metropolitan 

churches.” 
To those who say that churches should 

not get involved in purely secular learning 
activities, Dr. McKenzie responds that ‘for 
those who can see, all things can be 
sacred.” 

If the needs of adults are not being met 
in churches, what is? 

“What is being met is the organizational 
needs of the church, but nothing ultimately 
addresses the needs and interests of 
adults,” declared Dr. McKenzie. ‘‘The 

needs of the board, pastor and DRE are 
being met, but you're not putting on 
programs for those people.” 

“Adults have differential learning needs 
and interests during the lifespan. Once they 
begin to view the parish as a place that 
addresses their total educational needs and 
interests, they will participate in 
theological courses when ‘readiness for 
learning’ occurs.” 

MOVING? 
We'll be there waiting 
if you give us 2 weeks 
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DR. McKENZIE, author of “The 
Religious Education of Adults,”’ attributed 
some parishes’ lack of success with adult 
education to marketing. ‘‘Programs must 
be presented in a proper light to be at- 
tractive to potential participants.” 

Adults in parishes rnust be thought of 
not only as learners, but as possible 
providers of information. ‘‘Just about 
everyone has something of value to share, 
not just educational degrees, but life ex- 
periences,” declared the author. 

In brief, Dr. McKenzie stated that this is 

his ‘‘attempt to present a different vision of 
what adult education should look like. The 
real world has hard edges seldom taken 
into consideration by theologians.” 

In another seminar at the conference, 
“Justice and Peace Institutionalized,” 
Father Cosmas Raimondi, pastor of Holy 
Cross Church in Indianapolis, discussed the 
total parish community in current justice 
and peace issues. 

“I think we have the richest and deepest 
teaching of any organized religious body in 
the world,”’ stated Father Raimondi. 

He explained how social ministry in the 
church is broken down into two prongs: 
direct services—organizations such as St. 
Vincent de Paul, Catholic Charities, 
Catholic Social Services, etc., and ad- 
vocacy—from the Latin word, advocare, to 
call to—to call citizens and organizations to 
be responsible for people. 

“We are excellent on the first, but the 
second has all but fallen off,”’ declared 
Father Cos. ‘The legislative process is an 
area we, as Catholics, need to get involved 
in. It is fine and dandy to give money, 
clothes and food to the poor, but what about 
the things that make the poor poor?” 

In response to why the church should get 
involved with such issues, Father 
Raimondi stated that the “‘poor, oppressed, 
widowed and downtrodden, are the people 
the prophets of the Old Testament spoke to. 
In the New Testament, the Beatitudes call 
us to social ministry.” 

“Why did Jesus die a criminal’s death 
imposed upon him by the legal system of 
his time? He died because he was a threat 
to the political and religious systems of the 
time,” answered Father Raimondi. 

Father Raimondi cited Vatican II’s 
“Gaudium et Spes” (The Pastoral Con- 
stitution on the Church in the Modern 
World) as the most significant text for the 
church’s involvement in social ministry. In 
one section, four goals are listed con- 
cerning the social ministry of the church. 
They include: protection of human dignity, 
promotion of human rights, fostering the 
unity of human family and to provide 
meaning for all human activity. 

It is from these goals that the church 
gets involved in such issues as the elderly, 
handicapped, Central America, Poland, 
nuclear arms, and unemployment, ex- 
plained the Holy Cross pastor. ‘‘Whenever 
anyone says the church has no business in 
political issues, you say ‘yes, it does 
because that is the teaching of the 
church.’ ” 

Father Raimondi also took issue with 
people who call themselves pro-life when 
they only support one aspect of life. “We 
can only call ourselves pro-life if we really 
are anti-abortion, anti-nuclear arms, anti- 
poverty and anything else that endangers 
any form of life. This is the f 

challenge of the church today—bringing all 
these people together.” 

When asked by a participant at his 
seminar why some priests don’t speak up 
about social issues, Father Raimondi 
stated that the best way to remedy this is to 
begin ‘‘a dialogue with the priest. It’s scary 
for priests to go out on a limb and speak 
about Central America, federal budget 
cuts, etc. A lot of them feel they must be 
experts before they can say anything—so 
instead they’ll say nothing.” 

Other seminars offered at the con- 
ference concerned topics such as 
policymaking, boards of education, youth 
ministry, assessing administrators and 
special education programs. According to 
Susan Weber, coordinatur of boards of 
education at the Office of Catholic 
Education, 220 persons attended the con- 
ference. 

David Moebs, an Archdiocesan Board of 
Education member from the South 
Deanery stated that “it was a day well 
spent. I’ve attended several of these before, 
and have never come away without some 
new ideas. Attending a conference helps 
me to get a better perspective of the size of 
what we’re doing. I think it’s a real benefit 
to rub elbows with other archdiocesan 

people.” 
A new board member, Maria Solomon, 

who belongs to St. Lawrence Parish in 
Indianapolis, explained that ‘it was an 
excellent program. I’m going back with a 
lot of good ideas.”’ 

St. Michael’s parishioner Sophia Casey, 
a social worker at Northwest High School 
was especially interested in learning about 
special education programs in the ar- 
chdiocese. ‘Most Catholic schools 
seemingly have a small number of special 
education students. Knowing what is 
available could perhaps encourage 
Catholic parents to keep youngsters at 
Catholic schools instead of sending them off 
to public schools.” 

  

Catholic journalists meet in St. Louis 
Midwest conference focuses on issues of peace and justice 

by JIM JACHIMIAK this kind of dialogue is good and 
ne 

  Journalists attendi the Midwest 
Regional Conference of the Catholic Press 
Association last week were urged to deal 
with issues of peace and justice. 

The conference, with the theme 
“Catholic Journalists: Bridge Builders for 
Peace and Justice,’ was held Sept. 14-16 in 
St. Louis. Attending from the Criterion 
were Father Tom Widner, editor-in-chief, 
Jim Jachimiak, staff writer, and Evelyn 
Curto, advertising director. 

Msgr. Jack Egan, director of human 
relations and ecumenism for the Ar- 
chdiocese of Chicago, challenged the 
Catholic press to ‘“‘be bold” and “take a 
risk” in its coverage of justice ana peace 
issues. 

In the past, Msgr. Egan said, the role of 
the Catholic press was ‘‘to interpret the 
mind of the bishop.”’ Now, that role has 
changed. Vatican II and its document on 
the mass media charged Catholic jour- 
nalists with formation of public views, 
Msgr. Egan said. 

He noted that the secular press reports a 
good deal of religious news, so reporting 
“hard news’’ is no longer a major role in 
the Catholic press. The Catholic press must 
go beyond the secular press in its coverage. 
“Your readers need your research, your 
facts.” 

“Let your columns and editorials open 
dialogue, not close it,’’ Msgr. Egan said. 
The role of the Catholic press is “‘not only to 
answer old questions, but to ask new ones.” 

Three panelists responded to Msgr. 
Egan’s presentation. Ethel Gintoft, 
associate publisher of the Catholic Herald 
in Milwaukee, noted that ‘‘sometimes to be 

bold is to be diplomatic.”’ The role of the 
Catholic press is to ‘‘be bold in what we 
must do; be bold in our willingness to 
receive the jolts we may get.” 

In his response, Claretian Father Mark 

Brummel noted that the Catholic press 
must be bold but must also “recognize that 
people do disagree with us.” Father 
Brummel, editor oi U.S. Catholic, believes 
that “‘people are beginning to realize that 

ecessary.”” 
Ad is also b ing important 

for the Catholic press. So, Father Brummel 
said, Catholic journalists must ask, ‘‘What 
kind of role are we going to advocate and 
still maintain objectivity and credibility?” 

Father Hugh Behan noted that, while 
the Catholic press deals with issues of 
peace and justice, “there is absolutely no 
help given in the official prayers of the 
liturgy.” 

Father Behan, editor of the Catholic 
Missourian in Jefferson City, Mo., said the 
prayers of the liturgy are abstract and 
emphasize ‘the Christ of glory’ rather 
than the human Christ. Only in the prayers 
of the faitiiul and the homily can the 
liturgy become more concrete. 

He called for ‘‘a much more basic form 
of liturgy,” and foresees the development 
of new prefaces and Eucharistic prayers. 

In another session, John F. Fink, 
publisher of Our Sunday Visitor, discussed 

the importance of freedom in the Catholic 
press. ‘“‘A periodical does not cease to be 
free because it is Catholic,” Fink said. 

The primary responsibility of the 
Catholic press, Fink said, is to publish 
news—‘‘both good and bad’’—objectively. 
“No publication has room for all the news. 
But it would still be a for™ of dishonesty to 

leave a story out just because it was un- 
favorable to the church.” 

Fink also noted that ‘‘the secular news 
media now give much more coverage to the 
Catholic Church.”’ Therefore, ‘Catholic 
newspapers must give readers something 
not found in the secular media.” 

That means more thorough coverage of 
the issues. Coverage should be ‘‘within the 
bounds of Catholic teaching, but not 
necessarily free of dissent,” Fink said. 
“But an effective diocesan newspaper 
should not take an editorial position con- 
trary to the church’s teaching, or advocate 
a change in its doctrine or teaching.” 

He continued, “The Catholic publication 
must lead the people to truth, not follow 
them in their errors.”’ It should be “‘a critic 
of society as no one else can be.” 

Jesuit Father Paul C. Reinert spoke of 
the differences between the Catholic press 
and the secular press, especially in 
reporting developments in El Salvador. 
Father Reinert, chancellor of St. Louis 
University, spent eight days in El Salvador 
ona fact-finding mission in January. 

Coverage by the Catholic press should 
be value-based, global in outreach, con- 
textual and ecumenical, he said. For the 
most part, he said, the Catholic press has 
provided that kind of coverage of El 
Salvador. 

  

Cardinal’s work remembered 
Cardinal Humberto Medeiros, who died 

in Boston Sept. 17 at 67, had become known 
as bishop of Brownsville, Texas, and ar- 
chbishop of Boston for his concern for the 
unborn, his compassion for migrant 
workers and his support for racial justice. 

The cardinal died after undergoing a 
six-hour triple bypass operation Sept. 16. 
He had been hospitalized several times in 
the last few years for treatment of high 
blood pressure, diabetes and arthritis. 

The cardinal was involved in a number 
of controversies because of his stands on 
social justice issues in Boston and 
Brownsville. 

Cardinal Medeiros was named ar- 

chbishop of Boston in September 1970. At 
his installation Oct. 7, the new archbishop 
said, “It is impossible to be a Christian 

without being concerned for every man, 
without being involved in the real-life 
situation of every brother.”’ 

In February 1973, Pope Paul VI named 

Archbishop Medeiros a member of the 
College of Cardinals. 

Cardinal Medeiros was born in Arrifes, 

Sao Miguel, in the Azores on Oct. 6, 1915, 

and attended elementary school there. 

After graduation he worked in a wholesale 
store and in a law office until April 1931 
when he joined his family in Fall River, 

Mass. 
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General absolution controversial issue for synod 
Expectation by some bishops that no change will occ 

by Sr. MARY ANN WALSH 
(Another story ou page 5) 

ROME (NC)—The use of general ab- 
solution without prior individual confession 
of sins might be the most controversial 
issue to surface at the sixth general 
assembly of the world Synod of Bishops, 

which opens at the Vatican on Sept. 29, 
according to interviews with U.S. bishops. 

Several American bishops who were in 
Rome shortly before the synod predicted 
debate among the synod delegates on 
general absolution. While some said they 
would like to see greater opportunities for 
use of the sacrament in that form, most 
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fertilization and implantation 
of egg in uterine wall 

Copyright © 1983 Dayton Newspapers. Inc     

ALTERNATIVE TO IN VITRO—At a recent press conference in Dayton, Ohio, Thomas 
A. Beckett, left, president of St. Elizabeth Medical Center in Dayton, Dr. David S. Laughlin, reproductive gynecologist, and Father Donald McCarthy, director of education for the Pope John XXIII Medical-Moral Research and Education Center in St. Louis, discuss the Low Tubal Ovum Transfer (LTOT) process pioneered at St. Elizabeth. LTOT, described as a morally acceptable alternative to in vitro fertilization, 
is dlagrammed in the drawing below. (NC photos)   

thought the synod would ask for no change 
in the present strict norms or maybe even 
for a clamping down on some current 
practices. 

More widespread use of general ab- 
solution, which now can be used only in 
very limited circumstances, is an issue not 
only in far-flung mission areas, where one 
priest may minister to thousands of per- 
sons, but also in urban parishes, where 
hundreds of persons may attend penance 
services during Advent and Lent. It also is 
an issue in rural areas or small towns 
where a penitent has accegr to only one 
confessor. 

The topic of the synod is “Reconciliation 
and Penance in the Mission of the Church,” 
and a large part of its work is expected to 
center on renewal of the sacrament of 
penance. 

U.S. bishops interviewed were in Rome 
for the fourth theological consultation, a 
study program sponsored by the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops and the 
North American College, the U.S. seminary 
in Rome. 

ARCHBISHOP Francis Hurley of An- 
chorage, Alaska, said he thinks that the 
church needs to expand the use of general 
absolution. He said that the church already 
allows use of general absolution if the ratio 
of priests to penitents makes individual 
confession impossible. But he said that, 
beyond the numbers question, sometimes it 
is ‘‘psychologically impossible” for a 
person to make a private confession. 

He cited, for instance, times when there 
is only one priest available to a penitent. 

“Tt can be morally impossible to confess 
to this particular priest at this particular 
time,” he said, ‘perhaps because the 
person is in a small town and easily would 
be recognizable to the confessor or that in 
confessing he would implicate another 
person who could be recognizable. 

“T have no problem with the theology of 
private confession,” he added, “but it does 
raise real pastoral problems.” 

Archbishop Hurley said that general 
absolution could be a step toward in- 
dividual confession of sir 

“Conversion is a long process,” he said. 
“Some people are not ready personally to 
go to private confession because of fear, 
bad experiences in the past, or depression 
associated with sin. How can those people 
recapture the grace of God?” 

Archbishop Hurley has allowed 
  

Family planning teacher enjoys her work 
by SUSAN M. MICINSKI 

“Treally enjoy teaching and believe that 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) is 
reliable,’ stated Mrs. Louise Ewers, 

Family Life Director of the Diocese of 

Evansville. And Mrs. Ewers can personally 

attest to this fact. “It works for my 

husband and I. We used it for a year, then 

tried to achieve a pregnancy, which we 

did—who is now seven years old!” 
Since this Juné, Mrs. Ewers, who has 

been teaching natural methods of 
achieving or avoiding pregnancy for nine 

years, has been conducting natural family 

planning classes at the Catholic Center in 

conjunction with the Indianapolis Family 
Life Office. 

ccording to this NFP teacher, fertile 
rtile phases are easily and ac- 

curately pinpointed by observing changes 
in basal body temperature (woman’s body 

temperature immediately upon 

awakening), and the changes in mucus 
coming from the vagina. 

The Evansville director cited several 
reasons for using NFP. ‘Use of natural 
methods let’s you become aware of your 

own body and what’s going on,” declared 
Mrs. Ewers. “And as far as marriage 
builders, it’s the best. Communication 
between the couple is greatly improved, 
and growth of each individual, as well as 

the couple is enhanced. And NFP is as 
effective as any form of artificial con- 
ception control, with of course, no harmful 

side effects.”” 

    

But she did explain that NFP is not a one 
person job. “There has to be a dual feeling 
of responsibility,” stated the Evansville 
Family Life Director. ‘If both husband and 
wife don’t agree to try it, it won’t work. It is 

fine if both partners can’t attend class 
together, and just the wife shows up. But I 
do get a little worried if only the husband 
attends, and says the wife couldn’t come 
because her pia: is taking care of the 
children in the h.me. When that happens I 
can visualize the husband returning and 
telling the wife ‘this is what you'll have to 
do,’ rather than saying ‘we.’ ” 

An average of six couples participates in 
a class session, although there are often 12- 
20 couples in attendance. ‘‘One time we had 
40 couples,” explained Mrs. Ewers, “‘but it 
is difficult to handle that many people at 

one time especially when a majority of 

them also want personal consultations.” 
When classes are over, the NFP teacher 

still keeps in touch with couples who at- 
tended her classes. “Couples will call me or 
if I don’t hear from them in two to three 
months I'll call them,” stated Mrs. Ewers. 
“Once a year I do a follow-up sheet asking 
if they are still using NFP methods or if 
they would like to be removed from the 
mailing list. But I’d have to say that the 
vast majority of couples who have tried 
NFP are staying with it.” 

Although stating that it is “fascinating” 
to work with people and help them learn 
about NFP, Mrs. Ewers explained that as 

soon as possible ‘‘you want to set couples on 
their own. You don’t want them to become   

dependent on the teacher, otherwise you 
are defeating the purpose of the program. 
It is a project for the husband and wife.” 

In spite of Mrs. Ewers’ enjoyment of 
teaching NFP, “I will no longer be teaching 
such classes because of other respon- 
sibilities in my office. In the future, I will be 
working more closely with Separated, 
Divorced and Remarried Catholics, as well 
as senior citizens.” But she did state that 
classes would continue in Indianapolis with 
local, certified people taking over. 

Persons interested in learning more 
about NFP should contact the Indianapolis 
Family Life Director, Valerie Dillon, at 
317-235-1595. 

Mrs. Louise Dewers 

ar in practice 

general absolution in the Archdiocese- of 
Anchorage. He said it has had both positive 
and negative results. 

“Tt’s a positive factor in bringing people 
back to private confession, and back to 
better private confessions,”’ when general 
absolution is given in the context of of a 
well-planned and _ well-conducted 
penitential service, he said. “It’s especially 
good for the large numbers of people who 
have no serious sins to confess,”’ he added. 

There are also negative effects, he said, 
such as the confusion which people ex- 
perience when they learn they still need to 
go to private confession even though they 
already have been absolved. 

“Lack of private confession also means 
loss of an opportunity for personal coun- 
seling,”’ he said. He added, however, that 
“the sacrament of penance is not primarily 
a counseling session.” 

He also noted a “tendency of some 
priests to see general absolution as a 
substitute for the time which should be 
devoted to being available for private 
confessions.” 

Archbishop Hurley theorized that the 
main fear of the church when it discusses 
general absolution is that Catholics ‘will 
make a quantum leap to general absolution 
and forget about private confession and 
have the church lose what has historically 
been a powerful force for pastoral care in 
the church.” 

While postconciliar church norms for 
the sacrament of reconciliation promote 
communal penance services with in- 

dividual confession, they set strict con- 
ditions which must be met before general 
absolution can be given without individual 
confession in such communal services. 

A Midwest bishop, who asked not be to 
be identified, said that his allowing general 
absolution to be used in his diocese is ‘the 
best spiritual thing that I’ve done as bishop 
because of the number of people that it has 
brought back to the sacraments. It also has 
made people come to appreciate the 

sacrament of reconciliation.” 
The bishop said that in instructing his 

priests on this matter he tells them com- 
munal penance services with general 
absolution have to be well prepared and at 
least one hour long. 

“The churches are packed for them,” he 
said. ‘‘There’s no way that you could hear 

all those confessions individually, unless it 
were one per minute as in the old days, 
when we treated the sacrament like a car 
wash.” 

He said he does not feel, however, that 

the synod will expand use of communal 
penance with general absolution. “I’m 
afraid it will clamp down on what use of it 
we already have,” he said. 

Archbishop John Whealon of Hartford, 
Conn., said he does not wish to promote 

expanded use of such penance services. 
“T don’t see that general absolution is 

the way to go for the future,” he said. 
“General absolution does not talk about the 
problems of the individual and does not 
permit the required medicine, that is, 
articulation of sins and advice of the 
confessor, which the soul needs. It does not 
help with on-going conversion.” 

The synod working document, 
reiterating current church norms, points 

out that general absvlution is allowed only 
“when there is imminent “anger of death 

and the priest or priests do not have the 
time to hear the confession of each 
penitent” or “when sufficient confessors 
are not available to hear properly the in- 
dividual confessions of a number of 
penitents within a suitable period of time, 
so that the penitents would. through no 
fault of their own, have to go without 

sacramental grace or holy Communion for 
a long period of time.” 

The present church norms for the 

sacrament of reconciliation, issued in the 

revised rite of penance in 1974, say that 

when general absolution is used, the priest 

should instruct penitents so that each one 
will ‘“‘recall to mind the sins committed, 
propose to avoid them, intend to repair any 
scandal or damage that may have been 
caused, and resolve to confess in due time 

each one of the grave sins which he cannot 
confess at present.” 
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POINT OF VIEW 
Piety deadens Christianity 

by Fr, JEFFREY GODECKER 

A few weeks ago someone said to me, 
“For a priest you certainly aren’t very 
pious.” I responded by saying, ‘“Thank you. 
That’s the best compliment I have had in a 
week.’’ And it’s true. I really do believe 
that ‘‘piousness’”’ can 
be a deadly experience 
for Christianity. ‘ 

In the first place, 
the pious approach—in 
my own experience, of 
course—often tends to 
be one that wallows in 
syrup and overly 
sentimental thinking 
and speaking aout 
religious things. Christ J 
often tends to come Mali ee 
across as “‘honey-sweet,” a term coined by 
Thomas Munster, some 450 years ago. 

Another way of putting it is that Christ 
becomes a kind of a ‘Susie Creamcheese”’ 

   
   
   

   

  

   
   

   
    

   

who lived a nice life, looked nice and holy, 
and did a few nice things and encouraged 
everybody else to be nothing more than 
nice. 

In the second place, the pious approach 
to the Christian life deadens Christianity 
through its constant use of worn out 
language. I remember a sermon once 
where I heard the words ‘Almighty God” 
22 times in the space of 15 minutes. Words 
like ‘‘salvation” and “redemption” have 
been beaten to death. Some of the words 
have become so over used that the best 
response some people can make is a yawn. 

And in the third place, the solutions to 
problems offered by the pious approach are 
often facile. “Take God three times a day. 
You’ll never have another problem.” There 
are other offerings such as ‘Just pray 
about it,” or “I’ll pray for you.” “Follow 
the will of God.” “Say a Hail Mary and 
you'll win the football game.” (I have it on 
good authority that a particular coach 

learned last year that doesn’t always 
work.) 

And in the last place, the pious approach 
so often talks of the next world that this 
world becomes, at best, only a trial, just 
one big test for which one only has to pass. 

Needless to say, I prefer a different 
approach. Let me have a strong Christ. Let 
me preach a thoroughly human and true- 
Son-of-the-Father Christ, the Christ who 
challenges us into the kingdom of justice 
and peace, not in a facile or easy manner, 
the Christ who also sometimes even of- 
fended people, even the best of people 
(Really). 

And let’s have some spice and poetry in 
our language. I want to wake people up, not 
bore them to sleep or worse. Let us give 
some of the old words a rest. And as for 
“Almighty God,”” may we remember that 
such a phrase was not divinely revealed. 
Let us remember that most of our names 
for God are of our own human making and 
not his (and/or hers as the case may be). 

Let’s take God out of the boxes we 
create. Maybe the best name for God is not 
“God” at all. Maybe the best name for a 
while would be God of no name. 

And as for solutions . . . I believe there 
are no prepackaged scripts, no boxes full of 
“Instant and automatic Will of God. 
Dissolve in one short day.” 

The human and the ambiguity and the 
ups and downs and the pain that go with it 
are not done away with by any dispen- 
sations from anyone. Human beings 
struggle with themselves, their relation- 
ships and their world. To do away with that 
struggle ignores the basic message of the 
Gospel which is the cross and the life that 
comes from it. 

And finally, give me not that old time 
religion but a religion that believes in this 
world as much as the next. I happen to 
believe very firmly in ‘‘the next life’ and 
the “hereafter,” as they say. 

But frankly, there are three things that 
keep me concentrating on this life. First, I 
am having enough trouble figuring out this 
one, and it’s a lot more than just a silly test. 

Secondly, I really do suspect that God 
and the so called ‘‘eternal life’ can’t be 
found in the “‘hereafter” unless both are in 
some way found in this life. There is no 
“there and then to life”’ if there isn’t first of 
alla “‘here and now to life.” 

Avid the third reason is that I honestly 
love this life and this world God has given 
to us. Chardin once wrote in a letter to a 
friend shortly before he died, ‘‘Tell them, 
after I am gone, that I loved this world {ar 
more than I ever dared say.”’ And that's not 
very pious. But I certainly agree and even 
wish to say so. 

  

WASHINGTON NEWSLETTER 

Reagan faults media coverage of El Salvador 
by JIM LACKEY 

WASHINGTON (NC)—Increasingly 
frustrated over its unsuccessful efforts to 
explain U.S. policy in Central America, the 
Reagan administration is blaming the 
media and U.S. churches for not 
communicating a truer 
picture of progress in 
E] Salvador and of the 
alleged slide toward 
communism in 
Nicaragua. 

That was the picture 
that emerged after a 
day-long series of 
briefings Scpt. 14 at the 
White House and the 
State Department for 
reporters from the 
religious, labor and Hispanic press. Though 
the briefings covered everything from 
domestic crime to the Korean jetliner in- 
cident, the bulk of the material was on 
Central America, reflecting the ad- 
ministration’s current preoccupation with 
the issue. 

President Reagan put in a brief ap- 
pearance and touched on the ad- 
ministration’s frustrations when he cited 
the high number of Americans who ‘“‘don’t 
even know which side we are on” and the 
inability to communicate the successes of 
U.S. policy in the region. 

But it was at a later briefing by three top 
State Department officials that the full 
extent of the administration’s distress 
caine through. 

Under the ground rules of the State 
Department briefing the three officials 
spoke only on condition that their names 
not be published. All three are Reagan 
appointees who play a major role in ad- 
ministering U.S. policy. 

Though each spoke separately in 45- 
minute segments of the briefing, the three 
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sounded a common theme that, in the 
words of one, there are ‘tremendous 
misconceptions’ about what the United 
States is doing in Latin America. Also not 
widely known in the United States, they 
said, is the extent to which the Nicaraguan 
government has consolidated power and 
has attempted to control independent 
organizations such as religion and labor. 

“A sure way to see communism connng 

is to see attacks on the church and labor,” 
said the best known of the three officials. 

According to this official, attacks by the 
Sandinista government on the church have 
included what he called the ‘‘successful 
effort to insult” Pope John Paul II during 
the papal visit in March and the ter- 
mination of the regular radio Mass 
broadcast each Sunday. “It takes a par- 
ticular kind of regime—I would say a 
communist regime—to do that,” he said. 

This same official complained that 
while the honeymoon between the San- 
dinista government and the American 
press is just about over, there is “‘still a lot 
of credit in the Sandinista bank account”’ 
among U.S. church groups. The reason, he 
contended, is that U.S. human rights ac- 
tivists in the churches tend to have a “‘left 
of center’ political bias and that in- 
dividuals sent on fact-finding trips to 
Nicaragua are usually a select group, too. 

He added that the same people who cite 
the criticisms of the El Salvador govern- 
ment by Archbishop Arturo Rivera Damas 
of San Salvador tend to downplay similar 
criticisms of the Nicaraguan government 
by Archbishop Miguel Obando Bravo of 
Managua. 

Chalienged by one reporter who 
said church workers in Nicaragua deny 
U.S. claims of churches being confiscated 
by the Sandinistas, the official said that 
there indeed have been confiscations of 
churches operated by Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Mormons and Seventh-day Adventists. He 
said those congregations hope “private 
pressures” rather than public protests will 
bring the restoration of their churches. 

He and another official also contended 
that while critics of U.S. policy complain 
that the United States corsistentlv is on the 
wrong side of Latin Amer‘can revolutions, 
the U.S. government is backing the right 
side in the four-year-vid “revolution” in El 
Salvador. Unlike the revolution in 
Nicaragua, they said, the revolution in El 
Salvador, which began with an »7y coup 
in 1979, has brought !and reform, free 
elections and many other rights im- 
provements. 

But the U.s. media tends only to focus on 
the military aspects of U.S. policy toward 
El Salvador, one official said, partly 

because photographing soldiers is easier 
than photographing land reform. The 
military side of U.S. policy, he said, is 

intended merely to erect a “‘shield”’ against 
the guerrillas so that other aspects of the 
policy, such as development and 
democracy, can proceed. 

Those kinds of arguments, however, are 
not likely to sway the recent criticisms of 
Reagan policy by the U.S. bishops. While 
the bishops have said that Nicaragua is not 
without fault—the Nicaraguan bishops 

recently called their government ‘‘an 
absolute dictetorship’--the U.S. bishops 
have said that part of the blame should be 
placed on the United States for provoking 
Nicaraguan fears. By supplying Honduras 
with additiona! military aid and by spon- 
soring new military maneuvers in the 
region, the bishops argue, the United States 
is only contributing to the danger of war. 

  

FAMILY TALK 

Parents can deal 

with children’s behavior 
by Dr. JAMES and MARY KENNY 

Dear Mary: When I try to get my 
children to help around the house, they 
complain so much it almost seems easier to 
do things myself. I don’t expect kids to like 
to work, but is there any way to improve 
their attitude—at least a little? Taney are 11 
and 9. 

Answer: Your children are perfectly 
normal. Children in the middie years, 
around 8 and 12, quite normally look at 
requests with a what’s in-it-for-me attitude. 
What may appear selfish in an adult may 
be norma! development in a child. This is 
not to say children should only do things 
they like to do, but it does tell us something 
about how best to deal with this age. 

Studies in child development have 
shown that, before adolescence, children 
are not capable of putting themselves in the 
place of another. They cannot really un- 
derstand what the other is feeling. The 
adolescent who constantly worries about 
what her friends think is actually 
demonstrating signs of a more advanced 
development. Your chi!dren have not yet 
reached this stage. 

People are complex creatures, however, 
and children in the 8 to 12 age range may 
often perform quite unselfish and generous 
acts. From early years children observe 
the people around them and imitate what 
they observe. Thus a child who is exposed 
to the generosity of others may well display 
generous behavior himself. Imitation is a 
wonderful way to learn virtue. 

As parents we can influence the 
behavior of the child from 8 to 12 by taking 
him where he is. If what’s-in-it-for-me is his 
normal orientation, we can offer concrete 
incentives within this frame for doing 
chores, studying or whatever behavior we 

are trying to encourage. Fairness, trade- 
offs and treats are all language they un- 
derstand. 

Children place a high priority on fair- 
ness. Divide up jobs so that each does a fair 
share according to age and ability. Doing 
chores also offers a fine opportunity to rid 
yourself and your children of sexist 
stereotypes. Boys « in do kitchen work and 
girls can do yard work. Work is work. 

Build ou \ our children’s understanding 
of tit for tai. “If you do this for me, I'll do 

that for you,” is the way they think. 

Mom might say, ‘‘If you’ll cut the grass, 
Julie, I’ll have time to make us a dessert 
for dinner.”’ Or, “If you’ll clean the family 
room, Tom, I'll go out and buy that 

volleyball set we’ve been meaning to get 
for some time.” 

Show them how their help benefits 
everyone, themselves included. 

Finally almost everyone works better 
when there is a reward at the end of labor. 
Treats and rewards do not have ti be 
considered bribes but rather incentives. We 
all need incentives. How many people 

would choose to work daily without the 
incentive of a paycheck? 

An afternoon of yard work car be 
followed by a special cookout, a party to 
celebrate work well done. During summer 

vacation most children have extra free 
time. They can reasonably be expected to 
do more daily household chores than they 
do during the school year. 

The treat for such extra work might be 
regular trips to the beach or going out to 
lunch once a week, perhaps with the whole 
family if such can be arranged. 

As your children tell you, doing chores is 
not fun, but using the incentives which are 
appropriate for their age can help matters 
go more smoothly. 

(Reader questions on family liv: nd child 
care to be answered in print are invited. Address 
questions: The Kennys; Box 872; St. Joseph's 
College, Rensselaer, IN 47978.) 

1983 by NC News Service 
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LiviNG THE QUESTIONS 

by Fr. THOMAS C. WIDNER 

Karl Menninger, the noted psychiatrist, wrote a 
whole book a few years ago lamenting the lack of 
awareness of sin in contemporary life. It was a most 
popular book but for those who think the subject might 
be outdated, Menninger complained that society needed 
a very healthy awareness of the role 
sin plays in our lives. 
Menninger was not trying to put 

“guilt trips’ on people. He was 
talking about sin, not about guilt. 
And there is a difference although 
the two do relate. 

L recently said in a homily that I 
used to hear some people complain 
that they didn’t get enough “‘hellfire 
and brimstone”’ from the pulpit on 
Sundays. I personally don’t recall 
ever hearing a “hellfire and 
brimstone” sermon from the pulpit but some people tell 
me they did. And in some people seems to 
suggest they feel a bit lonesome without having a 
preacher harangue at them once in a while. 

Well, that kind of sermon isn’t what I’m talking 
about when I speak of Menninger’s realization that sin 
doesn’t seem to play an appropriate part in our lives 
anymore. 

It is not unusual for a priest to hear people tell him 
that they don’t believe this or that is a sin or since it’s 

  

their own personal life it’s no one else’s business, least 
of all the church’s. ‘‘That’s my life,” the words go. “It’s 
my opinion!” “It can’t be wrong if I don’t think it’s 
wrong!”’ 

Granted a person’s life is their own to live. But when 

One person told me he watches all the ‘'V preachers 
generally finds them having good things to say. But on 
some points about Catholics, he believes, they display a 
“sincere ignorance.”” 

A couple Sundays ago the Scripture readings at Mass 
included Paul’s first letter to Timothy in which Paul 
described himself as the worst of sinners. He even 
names his sins. “I was a blasphemer, a persecutor, a 
man of arrogance,” he says. He goes on to say that he 
didn’t know what he was doing because he was not a 
believer at the time. What follows then is Paul’s tribute 
to the merciful, compassionate God who opened his eyes 
to the grace that enabled him to become aware of his 
sinfulness and to change his ways. 

What seems remarkable to me in Paul’s witness is 
his refusal to excuse himself for his sinfulness. He 
admits it. He accepts it. He calls it his own. He does not, 
in other words, try to rationalize it away or deny that he 

Only by admitting sin can we see God’s grace 
is a sinner. Menninger’s point about sin and sinfulness is 
that we have to admit our sinfulness and own up to our 
wrongdoing. Otherwise we kid ourselves about our 
humaness and end up isolating ourselves and becoming 
very lonely. 

Admitting our sinfulness does not mean that we are 
hopeless creatures. On the contrary. Look at what it 
does for Paul. As soon as he is able to admit his 
sinfulness, he is also able to recognize God’s grace. 
‘What wonders God has done for me,” Paul says. His 
mercy has saved him from a wretched life. 
God’s compassion saved him from continuing to be a 
blasphemer, a persecutor, a man of arrogance. 

It can do wonders for us as well. If we try to deny 
that sin is sin, we become strangers in our world. Our 
refusal to identify sin does not mean sin is not there. 
And just because we might be ignorant of sin does not 
make us sinless. Sincerely ignorant preachers will still 
be held accountable for their ignorance as well as the 
wrong they perpetrate in their ignorance. 

But the amazing thing even in those circumstunces is 
God’s compassion. As the Gospel parables tell us, the 
Lord will go to any extent to find a sinner, to save the 
lost sheep. When we forget to call ourselves sinners, or 
when we think we are so sinful that we can’t be 
forgiven, we must remember the limitlessness of God’s 
love. And its patience. He can wait forever, if 
necessary, for us, like Paul, to become aware of our 
sinfulness. It is only then that he can show us how much 
he really loves us. 

  
    
  

Bishops to deal with decline in individual confession 
by Sr. MARY ANN WALSH 

RKOME: (NC)—A decline in the practice 
of confession and the issue of general ab- 
solution without individual confession are: 
expected to be main topics at the world 
Synod of Bishops opening Sept. 29. 

There is concern about penance 

“because the reception of the sacrament 
indled in a great number of coun- 
said Archbishop Patrick Flores of 

San Antonio, Texas, one of the four U.S. 
synod delegates. 

Agreeing with him was Czechoslovakian 
Archbishop Josef Tomko, synod secretary. 
The 220 synod delegates will look at reasons 
for the decline, both archbishops said in 
Rome prior to the start of the synod. 

The synod theme is “Reconciliation and 

Penance in the Mission of the Church.” The 
other U.S. delegates are Cardinal Joseph 
Bernardin of Chicago, Archbishop John 
Roach of St. Paul-Minneapolis and 
Auxiliary Bishop Austin Vaughan of New 
York. 

Archbishop Flores also wants the synod 
to look at the role of the clergy in the 
decline of confession. 

  

“The number of priests and bishops 
receiving the sacrament of reconciliation 
has decreased too,’’ he said, ‘‘and so has 
the number of priests willing to administer 
the sacrament.” 

Both archbishops said one solution to the 
decline is a better trained clergy. 

Archbishop Tomko cited from the 
working paper for the synod. It says that 
seminaries have to consider ‘‘competence 
in moral and spiritual theology, the 
practice of spiritual direction, a sufficient 
formation in the psychological sciences, 
and, more importantly, a personel 
equilibrium which must be shown and 
preserved particularly in the various 
difficulties of life.” 

Archbishop Flores said the clergy 
should lead by example. 

“We can come out with a good 
document, but it will mean nothing unless 
we are willing to practice reconciliation 
both within and outside of the sacrament 
ourselves,” he said. 

Another issue expected to surface at the 
synod is the granting of general absolution 
without individual confession. 

“The topic is unavoidable,” said Ar- 

-cburch in the WORLD) 
Dialogue leads 

to agreement 
MILWAUKEE (NC)—4Justification by 

faith need no longer be a “church-dividing”’ 
issue, a national team of Catholic and 
Lutheran theologians announced Sept. 18. 
The U.S. Lutheran-Roman Catholic 

dialogue group completed the landmark 
agreement—the first anywhere in the 
world by a major dialogue group on 
justification, the central doctrinal issue 
that divided Rome and Martin Luther 450 
years ago—at a four-day meeting in 
Milwaukee Sept. 15-18. “‘We can and do 
confess together that our hope for salvation 
rests entirely on God’s merciful action in 
Christ,” a statement by the group said. 

USCC wants change in tax credits 
WASHINGTON (NC)—The Ad- 

ministrative Board of the U.S. Catholic 
Conference voted Sept. 14 to urge ex- 
panding tuition tax credit benefits to in- 
clude public as well as private schools. The 
proposed revision in S. 528, the tuition tax 
credit legislation passed by the Senate 

Pope sees Mary 
VATICAN CITY (NC)—Pope John Paul 

II has called Mary ‘‘a sign of hope for the 
pilgrim people of God’ and said Marian 

since Vatican II has taken on a 
dimension that helps sustain the 

underlined the 

  

   

    
The pope 

Finance Committee, would bring the bill 

more in line with a Minnesota statute which 
the Supreme Court has upheld as con- 
stitutional. The Administrative Board, 

made up of 47 bishops, is responsible for 
USCC policy between general meetings of 
U.S. bishops. 

as sign of hope 
strengthening of Marian devotion in a letter 

to the bishops of Malta on the occasion of 

the 16th International Marian Congress in 

Malta Sept. 16-18. The letter was made 

public by the Vatican Sept 14 

chbishop Flores. “‘It’s in the minds of a lot 
of bishops’ conferences. Given the shortage 
of priests in many places, some feel there is 
no option but general absolution. It’s a 
problem in Latin America for sure, and it’s 
getting to be that way in the United States. 
In San Antonio, we have situations of one 
priest for 1,500 families. Deacons help us in 
our ministry, but absolution is limited to 
the priest.” 

Archbishop Flores added, however, that 
Pope John Paul II, who must approve any 
recommendations made by the synod, does 
not support general absolution as a normal 
procedure. 

In cases where the church currently 
approves general absolution, the 
stipulation is that the recipients go to in- 
dividul confession at the first opportunity. 

Archbishop Tomko praised the value of 
individual confession. He said that some 
years ago a group of Lutheran 
psychoanalysts suggested that the 
Lutheran Church reintroduce private 
confession because “they understood that 
some of the problems they treated were 
problems for confession, not for 
psychology.” 

“Confession is for normal problems, ” 
Archbishop Tomko said. 

Archbishop Flores also endorsed in- 
dividual confession, “‘if there is the proper 
catechesis beforehand.” 

“For a long time confession was a 
mechanical exercise without any effort 
toward inner conversion,” he said. “If we 

set out now to simply increase the number 
of persons who go to confession, we'l! fail. 
We have to try for better quality.” 

Another controversial issue expected to 
surface is whether the church should 
require children to experience first con- 
fession before first Communion. 

“J don’t see how we can demand that 
and remain consonant with the « i 
teaching that only serious sin kee; 
from receiving the Eucharist,” sé 
chbishop Flores. “It’s a problem to say that 
each child who has reached the age of 
reason is guilty of serious sin.” 

The U.S. archbishop did not op 
suggesting that first confession 
before first Communion, but he opp 

making it a demand. 
Both archbishops said that the synod 

should point out the need for people to 
assume lifestyles of reconciliation, marked 
by inner conversion and personal penance 

Archbishop Tomko added that main- 
taining an attitude of reconciliation means 
realizing that that you cannot avoid 
sacrifices. 

“We need to improve our self-control. 
That’s what we learn to do through the 
practice of penance,” he said. “We're not 
here to use, abuse and consume all that that 
we can get our hands on.”” 

Alifestyle of reconciliation also requires 
Christians ‘“‘to become reconcilers in the 
society around us, workers of justice and 
peace in the family, at work, in our city and 
in our society,’’ Archbishop Tomko said 
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Reagan economic 
WASHINGTON (NC)—A national “Let 

Them Eat Cake Sale” to protest the 
Reagan administration’s economic policies 
carries a “‘cute’”’ theme with a serious plea, 
said Father Thomas Harvey, executive 
director of the National Conference of 
Catholic Charities. Father Harvey, part of 

policy protested 
the nationwide effort, said the Oct. 3 sale is 
intended to urge citizens to “realize the 
plight of their brothers and sisters in a 
responsible way.” The “Let Them Eat 
Cake Sale”’ includes a series of nationwide 
bake sales to raise money for local food- 
and shelter-providing groups. 

Fort Benning protestors sentenced 

to year in prison by federal court 
A federal district court sentenced two 

priests and a woman to more than a year in 
prison Sept. 14 for their protests of the 
presence of Salvadoran solider-trainees at 
Fort Benning, Ga. Oblate Father Larry 
Rosebaugh, 48, Chicago; Linda Ven- 
timiglia, 32, an Amry Reserve warrant 
officer, Salem, Ala.; and Maryknoll Father 

Roy Bourgeois, 44, Luther, La., were found 

guilty of five federal misdemeanors—three 
counts of disobeying an order banning them 
from Fort Benning and two char f 

impersonating officers. At the end 

six-hour trial in Columbus, Ga, US 

District Court Judge Robert Elliott i 

down 15-month prison terms to eac 

protesters. 
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TO THE EDITOR 
Two revolutions in Nicaragua 

Re: the article about the visit by a group 
of nuns to Nicaragua. An interest in a sense 
of proportion is in order. A few facts ought 
to be remembered. 

U.S. Ambassador to the Organization of 
American States, J. William Middendorf, 

in a report said: ‘‘They had actually two 
revolutions down there. The first revolution 
was by well-meaning people, the 
businessmen, the press, the educational 
leaders who came together to get rid of 

Somoza. The second revolution was when 
the Sandinistas, who are Marxist-Leninists, 
took over and had another revolution—a 
counter-revolution against the people who 
put them in.” 

The Sandinistas reneged on their 
promises to the people. They are now 
consolidating a Marxist-Leninist govern- 
ment. There are no free elections, free 
press, free trade unions or complete 
religious freedom, as promised to the OAS. 
It is the only established Marxist-Leninist 
government on the American continent. It 
should not receive any help from the USA. 
The world knows it receives enough from 
Cuba, the Soviet Union, East Germany, 
Bulgaria, North Korea and the PLO. 

One of the nuns, “originally from 
Cuba,” said she did not see any 
totalitarianism or lack of freedom. 
Perhaps the religious saw only what she 

Salvation Army offers shelter 
Thank you for the recent article by 

Father Thomas C. Widner highlighting the 
need for additional services to the homeless 
in this community. The Salvation Army is 

grateful for the efforts of the Catholic 
community to provide service to those who 
are in need of emergency lodging. 

You mention in your article that “... 
there is no emergency shelter in the city for 
a father and children much less an entire 
family.” This is not quite accurate 
inasmuch as The Salvation Army’s 

Emergency Lodge is a program for single 
women and families. During any given 
year, about 11 percent of our residents are 
male heads of households. Also, while we 
often do have 35 in our Lodge and more, our 
“official” current capacity is only 30 beds. 

Otherwise we thank you for a fine article 
focusing on a serious problem. 

Howard Green 
Director, The Salvation Army 

Indianapolis 
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wanted to see or was permitted to see. 
Illiteracy is ‘‘on the decline,”’ but the price 
is Marxist indoctrination of the poor and 
uneducated. 

In moving about from city to city, how 
could the nuns have missed the Sandinista 
army of more than 138,000? It is more 
numerous and powerful than all their 
neighbors combined. (Shades of com- 
munist Russia and Cuba). As of June 1983 
they had 50 Soviet tanks (T54/55), more 
than 1,000 East German trucks, 100 anti- 
aircraft guns and several Soviet 152mm 
howitzers. Somoza had only 15,000 soldiers 
in uniform before his overthrow. There are 
thousands of military and security advisers 
from Cuba and the aforementioned 
countries. By comparison the armed forces 
of El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala 

total 46,000. Costa Rica does not have an 
army. 

As for the Indian groups, the Miskito, 
Sumo and Rama, their leaders definitely 
refused communist indoctrination. They 
were brutally and forcibly relocated on the 
banks of the Coca River bordering Han- 
duras. Their village: were burned and 
destroyed. Over 10,000 fled to Honduras and 

are now fighting the Sandinistas. 

It is not only the Reagan administration 
that is concerned about the future security 
of our country. A broad spectrum of U.S. 
citizens have both eyes open in relation to 
Central America. They take the long view 
and want the spread of communism 
stopped before it reaches our borders 

O. L. Rieger 
Indianapolis 

Another view of Northern Ireland 
Steven Lich mistakenly believes the 

violence in Northern Ireland will end when 
the British troops leave Northern Ireland. I 
am half Irish, and Catholic myself. Also 
British! Yes, British mothers would dearly 
love to see their sons out of Northern 
Ireland, but as Mr. Lich realized, exactly 
what will happen if British troops were to 
leave Northern Ireland? 

British troops went into Northern 
Ireland initially to save Irish Catholics 
from the Orange people. So, consequently, 
if British troops were to leave Northern 
Ireland it would be just one blood bath. As 
for Mr. Lich himself, he is 23 years old. I 
have lived with this situation much longer. 
Iam a British mother of 54 years and to my 
mind, Mr. Lich is still wet behind the ears 
and wants to get his facts straight before he 
starts writing in any paper. At least British 
do not put six inch nails in bombs which kill 
both young bandsmen and poor dumb 

Msgr. Bosler on 
I’ve read with interest Msgr. Bosler’s 

article in the Aug. 12 issue of The Criterion. 

How fortunate you are to have a Msgr. 
Bosler there to use those plain old words to 
say what millions of Catholics need to hear. 
For decades we have been told that we are 
to love God because God is so good to us. 
Yet we don’t know how to love and don’t 
know what love means. 

I see a new direction in the Church. For 
decades the Church has assumed that 
anyone reared in a traditional family knew 
what love was, could receive it and give it 
back. I believe the Church now understands 
that being reared in a traditional family is 
no guarantee of those things. Finally the 
Church understands that in some 

animals (horses). 
An American gentleman on holiday in 

Britain at the time took photographs of 
horses with six inch nails sticking out of 
them. As for the money collected in 
America supposedly for food for Irish 
people, it is not, and I impress “‘is not” 
spent on food, but on arms for the I.R.A. 

As for British soldiers taking sides with 
the R.U.C. is a downright deliberate lie. 
British troops are caught in the center of 
both armies. 

As far as I am concerned, they should 
have locked the door on Mr. Lich and 
thrown away the key. I sincerely thank God 
that I have no sons serving with the British 
forces in Northern Ireland. 

Mrs. Mary Drake 
Yorkshire, England 

Note: Mrs. Drake is visiting in Rich- 
mond, Ind. at the home of the John Witte 
family. 

the right track 
traditional families, children are taught 

anger, hatred, and chaos are the values of 
the world rather than Christ’s salvific 
message, and that money buys happiness. 

No priest or nun ever told me as part of 
my religious training, ‘‘Well, today we are 
going to learn about loving. In that process 
we are going to examine in detail your 
feelings on your wedding day (first child’s 
birth) (baby’s illness) . . . and relate those 
in an abstract manner to God’s feelings 
toward you as indicated by His words in the 

Bible, and by what’s happening in your 
life.” The Church, including Msgr. Bosler, 
is on the right track, and the people are 
hungry for the Good News. 

Thomas B. Burkemper 
Troy, Mo. 

Gratitude, not greed, led to baptism 
A Criterion article last year concerned a 

priest’s disturbance cf “‘once again” 
Catholics who only brought their babies to 
be baptized, but were not active in the 
church. My prayer and plea to him is 
please don’t look on this as a burden but a 
blessing—an opportunity to reach an entire 
family and possibly their friends. 

Upon the birth of my daughter, 
gratitude, not greed, brought us to the 
sacrament of her baptism. The essence 
helped me to begin attending church 
regularly. 
While in the cry room at St. Andrew’s in 

Richmond, I met the Dennis Schleite 
family. They invited us to a couple’s 

growth, which began much-needed 
spiritual growth for our family. Then with 
the birth of our second child, they became 
godparents, to Adam. 

After sharing my very private prayer 
retreat and renewal of a relationship with 
Christ with Jacqie, the godmother, she 
invited me to a Christian Womx.1’s Prayer 
Group. We share the blessings of our lives 
through this and other similar situations. 
Every day we hope and pray our lives are 
witness to His ways and truths. Hopefully, 
then, things like the above snowball will 
continue. God needs a blizzard! 

Suze Turner 
Richmond 
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by DOLORES LECKEY 

For many years I harbored a fantasy of 
the perfectly balanced life. It included 
daily exercise that was not only healthful 
but fun, like tennis. Prayer in solitude was 
structured into my life three times a day. 

In my fantasy I was in perfect control of 
my time. There was work to be ac- 
complished. But I would arrive home at 
day’s end, not tired, but ready to fill the 
evening with books and music and 
stimulating conversation. 

Of course, even in my fantasy there 

ay aan +. 

A DELICATE BALAI.CE—Holiness is realized not only in prayer 
and sacramental worship, but in the responsibilities and difficulties 
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Balanced life is more than a fantasy 
would be problems in life. But in a fantasy 
one can dull the edges of suffering and 
come through the valley of darkness ili 

The people in my real life—children, 
husband, friends, pastor, colleagues—were 
part of my fantasy. But they never com- 
plicated my life materially or emotionally. 

This fantastic vision of the balanced life, 
without tugs, pulls and upsets, was unreal. 
But happily the power of human experience 
whittled away my fantasy to reveal another 
scenario. The result is a much richer and 
more relaxed life. 

ar 
MO, oe: 

For one thing, I’ve discovered my own 
pathway of prayer. It is true that quiet time 
alone is a treasure. But so is ‘traveling 
prayer” when one is not all alone—in 
airplanes, trains and automobiles; so is the 
Eucharist shared with others. 

Morning tennis will always remain in 
the fantasy realm for me. But I do take 
morning walks through my neighborhood. 
This not only gets my blood moving, it 
connects me with my neighbors. 

In the life of reality, my evenings are 
unpredictable. Civic obligations, social 
invitations, and ministry of one kind or 

e 

and leisure that shape most people’s lives. The balanced life is a life 
of reality. (NC photo by Paul Conklin) 
  

Stress allows us to put faith into action 
by THEODORE HENGESBACH 

T sometimes felt like wishing the past _ 
summer away. You see, for me it was a 

summer when a lot of commitments made 
months earlier in good faith, but maybe 

with some recklessness, came due. 

In addition to expanded demands in my 

regular job, there was an extra teaching 

assignment for six-weeks; the writing of a 

lengthy, involved and crucial year-end 

report; worry over a child’s surgery; and 
substantial repairs on an aging car. 

I was stretched uncomfortably beyond 
my usual physical, spiritual and financial 
capabilities. You could say that I felt my 

life was out of balance. It was not running 
as smoothly as I would have liked, much 
like the front tire of a car that begins to 
shimmy at 35 miles per hour. 

I didn’t like the feeling. I wanted to wish 
it all away. I felt the pressure and acted a 
little testy. 

To you, the reader, that particular rush 
of events in one man’s life may not seem 

greatly out of the ordinary. For most 

people ordinary life is complex, 
challenging and sometimes frustrating. It 

is also the setting in which we get the op- 
portunity to put our Christianity into ac- 
tion 

I like to think of life, as others have 

before me, as a wheel with axle, spokes and 

Resource 

“The Splendid Risk,” by Father 
Bernard Mullahy, CSC. University of 
Notre Dame, Notre Dame, Ind. 1982. 
This book explores the way life in this 
world—a life lived with others; a life in 
history—is part of the Christian 
journey. The author writes that the 

| book is not intended for scholars, but 
| for educated Christians who wish to 

deepen their appreciation of Christian 
| life and spirituality. The book is 

described as an “existential approach 
| to Christian fulfillment.” 3 

rim. The axle is the self. The spokes are the 
ways the self responds to life’s various 
challenges. The spokes can run in different 
directions, of course, while the axle is 
stable, holding everything together. 

But this past summer I often felt that I 
had to keep moving in separate directions 
at the same time and with the same energy. 
It made for a bumpy ride; the spokes of the 
wheel—my responses to situations— 
sometimes were too long or too short. 

As a Christian looking back—pondering 
my life from the outside in, you might say— 
a number of questions arise. Was I giving 
my life and its events the reflection they 
deserved? How well was I responding at 
that time to others who are important in my 
life, for example, my family? Was I 
keeping my priorities in clear view or was I 
allowing current pressures to crowd out 
important values? 

On reflection, it is unrealistic to think 
that life will always be fully in balance or 
that we can keep it that way with little or no 
effort. 

But wishing it all away doesn’t really 
work very well. 

So my first st. ategy in these situations is 
to recognize that everybody feels that life 
gets out of balance now and then. 

Next, maintaining balance means 
making decisions about how to respond to 
the demands made of me. It means 
deciding just how important a particular 
demand on my time and energy is com- 
pared with other demands. 

The problem is that in times of pressure, 
all the demands placed on a person vegin to 
seem equal in importance. All seem to call 
for a high quality response. When that 
happens, there is a need to sort everything 
out. 

For me as a Christian, it is a matter of 

gaining some perspective on the events 
that are taking place. It is a question of 
taking steps that will allow real priorities to 
re-emerge. The first of those steps is 
prayer. It helps to refocus things, allowing 
the light at the end of the tunnel to glim- 

mer. The Christian perspective always 

reminds us that here is a future, there is 
hope. 

Among other steps: 
—Get regular «xercise. For me a fast 

two-mile walk burns up frustrations, clears 
the head and offers some quiet time to 
think. 

—Do uncomplicated chores. Somehow, 
doing the dishes or mowing the lawn give 
me a sense of accomplishment and success 
which replenish my energies for tackling 
larger issues. 

—Avoid decision making under 
pressure. Sleep on the decision or turn 
attention to some other simpler matter 
first. 

These are simple strategies. They help 
in gaining the perspective needed to 
respond to pressures in a way consistent 
with what is really important. 
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another often fill the evening hours. Oc- 
casionally I actually do whatever I planned 
to co. I find the flexibility more liberating 
than I would have expected. 

Father A.M. Allchin, the Anglican 
writer who is canon of Canterbury 
Cathedral in England, believes there is a 
call within the English-speaking world to 
embody a certain vision of wholeness and 
balance. According to him, spiritual 
growth occurs in the multifaceted 
dimensions of one’s real life; the world is 
full of the operations of divine glory 

The U.S. Catholic bishops expressed a 
similar awareness a few years ago in a 
pastoral statement on the laity titled 
“Called and Gifted.” In it we read: 

“Tt is characteristic that lay men and 
women hear the call to hcliness in the very 

web of their existence, in and through the 

events of the world, the pluralism of 

modern living, the complex decisions a 
conflicting values they must struggle 
the richness and fragility of s ] 
relationships, the delicate balance betweer 
activity and stillness, presence and 
privacy, love and loss.” 

In that kind of vision, holiness is realize: 

ficulties and leisure time that shape 
people’s lives. 

The balanced life as Canon Allchin and 
the U.S. bishops speak of it is a life of 
reality, not illusion. 

Yet I think many of us conceive the 
balanced life more in terms of fantasy than 
reality. Unfortunately the fantasy is 1 
only unreal, it can be a disguised effort t: 
get total control over all the events in one’ 
life. And that effort is wasted energy. 

A friend once confessed that for a lon 
time he resented the many interruption: 
that popped up in the course of his planned 
daily schedule. But gradually he began t: 
recognize the interruptions as visitations 
from God. I think such an attitude is helpfu 
in developing a welcoming stance towar 
life. 

This doesn’t mean we shouldn’t have 
structures for using our time and directing 
our lives. As Ecclesiastes says in the 

Testament, ‘‘For everything its season anc 

for every activity under heaven its tir 
This is as wise today as thousands of 
ago. 

The issue, I think, is to be carefu 
we plan the time for everything in our 

It is right to be attentive to ourselve 
well as to others. But what do we do wher 
the boundaries we establish are broke 
when our schedules are interrupted? 

Perhaps then is the time to recal 

another insight from Ecclesiastes: ‘Whe 
things go well, be glad; but when things g 
ill, consider this: God has set the or 

alongside the other in such a way that n 
one can find out what is to happen next.’ 

It would seem that God’s sense of th 
balanced life, and our fantasies about it 
may not be the same. 

1983 by NC News Service 

  
  

fin) the human situation 
              

The Week in Focus 

Does anyone ever get their own life 
into balance and keep it that way? 
What, in fact, is a balanced life? 

Dolores Leckey tells of the fantasy 
of the balanced way to live that she 
harbored in earlier years. The fantasy 
was fantastic! But Mrs. Leckey says 
she’s happier now that she un- 
derstands that a balanced life does not 
mean having everything rigidly 
programed or always feeling perfectly 
content. Mrs. Leckey is executive 
director of the U.S. bishops’ Laity 
Secretariat. 

David Gibson discusses some 
elements of the balanced way of living 
from a Christian perspective. A 
balanced life is a pilgrimage; along its 
way the unpredictable is encountered. 
A balanced life is also paradoxical and 

  

has plenty of room for faith, says 
Gibson. He is editor of the Know Your 
Faith series. 

Dr. Theodore Hengesbach, an adult 
educator with the University of In- 
diana in South Bend, tells of a recent 
time when balance seemed lacking in 
his life. As a Christian, that period 
raised questions for him about whether 

his true priorities were getting lost 
from view. 

Finally, Father John Castelot 

continues his Scripture series with a 
discussion of the value of a person’s 
life—its true worth. The way God is 
viewed influences the way Christian 
perceive themselves, Father Castelot 
writes. People should not assess their 
own value as it might be if God were 
cold and vindictive and uncaring, the 
priest suggests.   
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by DAVID GIBSON 

The 3-year-old boy stood at the side of 
the big swimming pool. His 7-year-old 
sister, already in the water, said, ‘Jump to 
me, Johnny. I’ll catch you.” But the little 
boy said, ‘‘No, no.” 

Next one of the little boy’s cousins said, 
“Jump to me, jump to me.” Again he 
shook his head with a vigorous ‘“‘no.”” 

Yet another cousin called to the boy: 
“Jump to me. I’ll catch you. I promise.” 
Still the little boy said “no.” 

Finally the little boy’s father got into the 
water. ‘Jump to me, Johnny. I’ll catch 
you,” the father assured him. And the little 
boy promptly jumped to him. It was a leap 
of faith. 

That story is based on one told in a 
homily by Jesuit Father John O’Callaghan, 
president of the Jesuit Conference 
  

Discussion Points 

1. Do you have a picture of a 
balanced life as you would like to live 
it? What does the picture include? 

2. How much difference does your 
Christianity make to your ordinary, 
daily life? Why? 

3. David Gibson suggests that even 
a balanced life is paradoxical. What 
does he mean? 

4. What is the point in Gibson’s 
story of the little boy’s leap of faith? 

5. How has Dolores Leckey 
modified her fantasy of the balanced 
life? 

6. What were some of Theodore 
Hengesbach’s concerns as a Christian 
when the pace of events in his life got 

into full gear last summer? 
7. Father John Castelot writes that 

in the biblical view our personal worth 
is very great. Why is this point im- 
portant? 

8. Father Castelot suggests that 
our idea of our personal worth can be 
influenced by the idea we have of God. 
What does he mean? 

9. What can you do in the course of 
your daily life to keep your true 
priorities in mind?     
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Faith must play a significant role for Christians 
headquartered in Washington, D.C. I like 
the story because it illustrates so well how 
much sense faith can make. 

The child is not wrong to have faith in 
his father. In fact, that child’s un- 

derstanding of his universe is well- 
balanced. 

And the story suggests that for 
Christians, the vision of the balanced life is 
one in which faith plays a significant role. 

A vision of life as a pilgrimage with 
many surprises along the way is also part 
of this vision of balanced life. 

I think Peter must have been surprised 
that Jesus suggested he leave his job as a 
Galilee fisherman to become one of the 
Twelve. But I wonder if Peter wasn’t 
equally surprised at his own response: at 
discovering the courage to alter the future 
direction of his life in a way he hadn’t 
anticipated. 

Life is full of surprises. They may make 
it interesting. But the surprises along the 
way also make life unpredictable—and 
sometimes unsettling—as well. 

Peter is a good example of someone on 
pilgrimage, someone enroute into a future 
that, since it is the future, could not be 
known in advance. But everyone is enroute 
toward unknown territory. 

If you doubt that, ask any parent or 
teacher who has watched the unpredictable 
and surprising course of a_ child’s 
development; ask old and close friends 
about the unsettling and challenging twists 
and turns their relationship experienced 
over time. 

Coupled with a vision of the balanced 
life as a pilgrimage of faith, is a vision of it 
as a paradoxical enterprise. 

Holy Cross Father Bernard Mullahy of 
Notre Dame University suggests some of 
this in his new book, “The Splendid Risk.”’ 

He finds a model for Christians in the 
“Jong, arduous journey’’ of the ancient 
Israelites across the desert, on pilgrimage 
to the new land promised them by God. 

Those desert pilgrims took a splendid 
risk of faith and trust, Father Mullahy 
says. He thinks the paradox in this is that 
faith ‘‘is not a leap in the dark,” as it might 
appear to some, but “a leap into the 

fullness of light.” Listen to how Father 
Mullahy further describes the paradoxical 
aspects of Christian living: 

“To live by faith is to live by a strange 
kind of logic: Christians find life by losing 
it; get by giving away; acquire strength 
through weakness; ascend by descending 
and vice-versa; achieve wisdom by 
becoming fools; become great by becoming 
the least of all; learn to rule by becoming 
the servants of all.” 

“Strange logic.’’ ‘‘Paradoxical.”’ 

  

“Surprising pilgrimage of faith.” Those 
words and phrases represent only the 
beginnings in a list of characteristics of a 
balanced view of life from the Christian 
perspective. 

The list can readily be added to with 
words like “love” and “‘service’’ and 
“worship” which represent ways of pur- 
suing the balanced Christian life and 
allowing life’s meaning to come into view 

A vision of the balanced life: It’s not 
what you think it is. Or is it? 

  

Love of others reflects 

love of ourselves 
by Fr. JOHN CASTELOT 

The disciples cast their nets all night 
long but caught nothing. Then Jesus told 
Peter to try again. 

Peter was tired and discouraged and 
sure it would be no use struggling with 
those heavy nets again. But he agreed. 

The results were astonishing! ‘Upon 
doing this they caught such a great number 
of fish that their nets were at the breaking 
point.”’ (Luke 5:6) So taken aback was 
Peter that he fell at Jesus’ feet and 
groaned: ‘‘Leave me. Lord. I am a sinful 
man.” 

Jesus must have loved the bumbling 
fisherman very deeply at that moment. Did 
he leave him? On the contrary, Jesus 
reassured Peter: ‘‘Do not be afraid. From 

now on you will be catching men.” 

Everyone needs reassurance and af- 
firmation, for most people suffer somewhat 
from a poor self-image. The results can be 
paralyzing. If Jesus had simply agreed that 
Peter was worthless, the poor man would 
never have realized his God-given poten- 
tial. 

A poor self-image also can be 
terrifyingly destructive. People destroy 
themselves by means of self-punishment of 
all sorts—drug and alcohol addiction for 

they think they deserve   
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punishment and are not worth saving. 

Others, unable to love themselves, find 
it impossible to love others. 

A central lesson of the Bible is that 

vindictive. The fact that we have made 
ourselves unlovable in our own eyes does 
not stop God from loving. 

In fact, God’s love for us makes us 

lovable no matter what our shortcomings 
A human being might be expected to react 
to us with coldness and rejection, but not 
God. One of the most eloquent statements 
in Scripture is found in the Book of Hosea 
11:9: “For Iam God and not man.” 

In the wonderful story of the voman 
caught in the act of adultery and dragged 

before Jesus for judgment, he had nothing 
but contempt for the self-righteous »eople 
who were treating her as a pawn. He 

refused to condemn her. Instesd he 
acknowledged and affirmed her valie as a 
person. (John 8:1-11) 

In the same Gospel, Chapter 3:16, we 

read the joyful proclamation that ‘(sod so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son.” 
The message continues: ‘God did not send 

the Son into the world to condenin the 
world, but that the world might be saved 
through him.” (3:17) 

Paul echoes that in Romans 

  

   

    

    

  

8: “Tt is 

precisely in this that God proves his love 

for us: that when we were stil! sinners, 
Christ died for us.”” 

Our image of God is basic, then, to our 
image of ourselves. If we pic’ iim as 

  

stern, relentless and vindictive, we may 

cower in self-abasement or strike out in 
rebellion. 

But if we accept God as he has r 
himself to us, especially in the 
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FOLLOW ME—“Go and sell everything you have,” Jesus said to the rich young man. 
‘Then give the money to the poor. You will have riches in heaven. After that, come and 

follow me.”’ The young man’s face grew sad. His shoulders drooped and he said nothing 
in response to Jesus. (NC sketch by Beryl E. Newman) 
  

  

    
THE QUESTION BOX 

Is all revelation 

to be found in Bible? 
by Msgr. R.T. BOSLER 

I have been in a discussion with 
Q Protestant friends about whether 
the Bible contains all the revelation God 
has made. I argued that we.Catholics 
consider tradition and the church as 
other sources of 
revelation. Am I 
right? 

We Catholics 
believe that the | 

revelation of God 
made to the human 
race in Jesus Christ 
comes down to us © 
through the preach- 
ing of his apostles 
and disciples. 3 

Through this 
preaching the Holy Spirit created the 
church. The living church with the help 
of the same Spirit grew in the un- 
derstanding of the revelation and handed 
this on at first only through word of 
mouth—the oral tradition. 

The church gradually put into writing, 
in what we now know as the Gospels and 
other writings of the New Testament, the 
beliefs of the early Christians. 

The handing down of the teaching of 
the church, or tradition, came first. The 
Scriptures of the New Testament were 

the creation of the church. It was not 
until the middle of the second century 
that the church accepted as Scriptures 
all the books of the New Testament. 

So, we can say that it is through the 
tradition of the church that we know 
what are the Scriptures of the New 
Testament. And it is through the in- 
terpretation of the Scriptures by the 
church in its ongoing tradition that 
Christians grow in the understanding of 
the revelation made in Jesus. 

It should be pointed out here that ail 
Christians, as they read, pray and live 

22 

the Scriptures, can contribute toward 
that understanding. 

Tradition and Scripture obviously go 
hand in hand. As Vatican Council II 
taught in the Constitution on Revelation: 
“There exists a close connection and 
communication beiween sacred tradition 
and sacred Scripture. For both of them, 
flowing from the same divine wellspring, 
in a certain way merge into a unity and 
tend toward a same end.” 

There is controversy among Catholic 
theologians, however, over this question: 
Does Scripture contain all that God has 
revealed in Jesus Christ or is part of it 
contained only in tradition, that which is 
handed down orally? 

Vatican II refused to settle this 
dispute by answering in this way: “It is 
not from sacred Scripture alone that the 
church draws her certainty about 
everything that is revealed.” 

This does not argue against the 
opinion that all the revelation of Jesus is 
contained in the New Testament, as 
some Protestants would claim, but it 
does proclaim that the church is 
necessary for a clearer understanding of 
what is contained in Scripture. 

We Catholics hold that the church 
gave us the New Testament and is the 
ultimate judge of what the Scriptures 
mean. 

And so we conclude with Vatican II: 
“Sacred tradition, sacred Scripture and 
the teaching authority of the church, in 
accord with God’s most wise design, are 
so linked and joined together that one 
cannot stand without the others, and that 
all together and each in its own way 
under the action of the one Holy Spirit 
contribute effectively to the salvation of © 
souls.” 

(Msgr. Bosler welcomes questions from 
readers. Those of general interest will be 
answered here. Write to him at: 600 N. 
Alabama, Indianapolis, IN 46204.)     

  

hildren’s Story Hour 
  

by JANAAN MANTERNACH 

One day Jesus was setting out on a short 
journey. His friends were with him. They 
were just going out the town gate and were 
about to walk onto the main road. 

Suddenly a young man ran up to Jesus. 
The young man fell on his knees on the 
dusty road. 5 

Jesus stopped. His friends stepped back. 
They looked at the man curiously. 

The man was well-dressed. He must 
have been from one of the wealthy families 
in that town. 

The young fellow looked up eagerly into 
Jesus’ eyes. Jesus looked at him, waiting to 
see what he wanted. 

“Good teacher, what must I do to have 
unending life?’’ the young man asked. 

The man felt a deep need in his life. He 
wanted to really live now. He also wanted 
to have life after he died. 

He was searching for a wey to live a 
fuller life. His heart pounded as he waited 
for Jesus’ answer. 

“Why do you call me ‘good?’ ”’ Jesus 
asked him. “Only God is good.” 

The young man looked a little puzzled. 
He was not sure what Jesus meant. After a 
moment of silence, Jesus answered the 
young man’s question about the way to 
really live. 

“You know the commandments,” Jesus 
reminded him. ‘Do not murder; do not 
commit adultery; do not steal; don’t lie; 
don’t cheat; honor your father and 
mother.’ ”’ 

“Teacher,” the young man said, “I have 

obeyed these commandments all my life.”’ 

The young man was not boasting. He 
lived a good life. He obeyed God’s law as 
best he could each day. 

But he felt there must still be more to 
life. He felt something was still missing 
from his life. 

Jesus was impressed with the young 
man. He could feel the fellow’s desire to do 
still more. Jesus looked at him with love in 
his eyes. He said, ‘You need to do one thing 
more.” 

The young man became very attentive. 

He leaned forward to be sure to hear what 
else he could do. 

“Go and sell everything you have,” 
Jesus said. ‘“‘Then give the money to the 
poor. You will have riches in heaven. After 
that, come and follow me.”” 

The young man looked shocked. His face 
grew sad. His shoulders drooped. He said 
nothing in response to Jesus. 

He just got up slowly, turned around and 
walked away. He went away sad, because 
he could not do what Jesus asked. The 
young man was very rich. 

Jesus and his friends watched the young 
man walk back into the city with a heavy 
heart and slow steps. 

Then Jesus looked around at the faces of 
his friends. “It is hard,”’ Jesus said to 
them, “for rich people to enter God’s 
kingdom.” But, he said, with God all things 

are possible. 

Questions: 

Do you have a Bible at home? Can you 
find this story in your Bible? 

How many Gospels are there in the 
Bible? 

What can be learned from the Bible? 

Children’s Reading Corner: 
For Parents, Teachers and Children 

Children make decisions as they pursue 
happiness in life. Here are two stories you 
might like to read about children making 
choices. 

“Two Piano Tuners,”’ by M.B. Goffsteir 

is a delightful story of a determined little 
girl whose grandfather is a piano tuner 
The grandfather wants the little girl 
learn to play the piano, but the little girl is 
not interested in playing the piano. She is 
only interested in learning how to tune one, 
just like her grandfather does. (Farrar 
Straus and Giroux, 1970, New York; $5.95 
hardcover.) 

“Amy’s Goose,’ by Efner Tudor 
Holmes, is a story about letting go. In the 
story, the child makes a choice which 
reveals growth and a sense of another's 
need: compassion. (Thomas Y. Crowell, 
1977, New York. $5.95, hard cover. ) 

  

by PAUL KARNOWSKI 

The condition is obvious. Obvious to any 
free thinking person with even a pittance of 
exposure to the world and its ways. Things 
are not fair. There are people who dine in 
opulence, who snack on caviar and who 
gargle with champagne. And there are 
people who are starving. People who do not 
even know if they will be alive tomorrow, 
much less worry about where tomorrow’s 
maybe-meals might come from. 

The solution is obvious. Obvious, that is, 
to any person with a half an ounce of 
compassion or social conscience. The rich 
nations must feed the poor nations. Those 
with plenty of food should share it with 
those who have little. Rich persons should 
help support poor persons. 

The problem is obvious. Social leaders, 
certain politicians, ministers, bishops, and 
others can talk until they are blue in the 
face before people will listen to them. No 
one wants to take the social responsibility 
that is necessary, particularly the rich 
individuals and nations. 

The gospel is obvious. In today’s 
selection from the gospel of Luke, Jesus 
tells the story of the rich man and Lazarus. 
It seems the rich man feasted splendidly 
every day, choosing not to share his wealth 
with Lazarus, the beggar who camped out 
at his door. When they both died, Lazarus 
went to a place of comfort next to Abraham 
and the rich man went to a place of torment 
and pain. The obvious conclusion: both 
received their just desserts. 

Just as obvious, however, are a few 

SEPTEMBER 25, 1983 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C) 

Amos 6: 1, 47 
I Timothy 6: 11-16 
Luke 16: 19-31 

other conclusions. The problems associated 
with social injustice are intimately linked 
with our beliefs in the Lord. Jesus makes 
the point rather obvious by telling this story 
to his listeners. 

But he also feels no need to bei=bor the 
obvious. In the story, the rich man asks 
Lazarus be sent to his five brothers who are 
still on earth. ‘If someone would go to ther: 
from the dead,” the rich man pleads, ‘‘they 
would repent.” “If they do not listen to 
Moses and the prophets,” Abraham says 
“they will not be convinced even if one 
should rise from the dead.” 

For Jesus, the teaching is not new. He 
asks that we listen to Moses and the 
prophets. Unfortunately, it’s obvious that 
we haven’t been listening. 

fap! 
Reach 

out and 
Touch 
the United Way 
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St. Mary of the Rock Parish 
Franklin County, indiana 

Fr. Joseph Klee, pastor 
by Fr. THOMAS C. WIDNER 

To get to St. Mary of the Rock Parish you take the Sun- 
man-Milan exit off Interstate 74 and turn north. Almost 
immediately you come to a fork in the road which is not 
identified. It appears that a sign which might have pointed 
the correct way used to stand there. But it’s not there 
anymore. Nevertheless, if you stay to the left and follow the 
road which now narrows and is in part a gravel road you will 
arrive about three miles later into a beautiful small valley 
where a handful of houses and a small store cluster around a 
good sized church and rectory standing on a small hill. As 
you begin to descend into the small valley you can easily see 
the steeple which clears all the trees surrounding it. 

“When I first got my appointment to come here,” says 
Father Joseph Klee, the parish’s pastor the last 20 years, “I 
didn’t want it and I had a hard time finding it. I asked 
directions and still wasn’t sure I was going the right way. 
When I drove up the road and saw the steeple in the valley, I 
thought, ‘Why couldn’t I get appointed to a nice place like 
this?’ ” Almost immediately Father Klee realized this place 
was his new home. 

The past 20 years have been good and Father Klee said 
he’s even got a spot picked out in the cemetery for himself. 
This is where he wants to stay. 

On some maps of the state of Indiana this spot is iden- 
tified as the town of Haymond. In the archdiocese the 
location as well as the parish is known simply as St. Mary of 
the Rock. 

How did it get that name? Father Klee wasn’t sure but he 
thought it had something to do with the Lourdes grotto 
behind the church. The grotto was constructed of rock of 
varying kinds and sizes “from every farm in the area,” 
according to Father Klee. But the grotto is recent and dates 
only to the mid-1920’s. The parish will celebrate its 140th 
anniversary in 1984. 

A comprehensive parish history was written in 1944 for 

Priest who broke seal placed on leave 
MILWAUKEE (NC)—A priest accused 

of breaking the seal of confession has been 

put on a temporary leave of absence as 

pastor of a suburban parish pending a 

decision on his case by Vatican authorities. 

Fourteen bishops urge defeat of MX 
contributing to arms control, the MX would 

be “‘counterproductive in our search for a 

truly secure future for our nation and the 

world.” Congress has yet to vote on the 

funding of MX production and deployment. 

WASHINGTON (NC)—Fourteen U.S. 
bishops have urged defeat of the MX 
missile, saying its production and 

deployment would be an unwise escalation 
of the arms race. In a statement issued 
Sept. 20 the 14 bishops said that rather than 

Dominican refuses election as superior 
ROME (NC)—Dominican Father Albert 

Nolan, 49, turned down his election as 
master of the Dominican order Sept. 2 in 
order to continue his work fighting apar- 
theid in South Africa. He was the first 

  

HOLIDAY 
CHEESE & FRUITCAKE 

for your 
Family and Friends 

Prompt delivery with 

satisfaction guaranteed 

GETHSEMANI TRAPPIST CHEESE 
No. 15 — Four 6-o0z 

  

  

    

  

   

$ 9.25 
No. 

‘ $11.75 
No. 240 — Half $ 7.50 
No. 241 — He $ 7.50 
No. 156 — 2 

mild No es $10.75 

TRAPPIST FRUIT CAKE 
(Flavored with Ky. Bourbon) 

No. 250 — 2'2 pound $12.25 
No. 500 — 5 $21.75 

  

(ALL PRICES INCLUDE DELIVERY) 

CHOOSE item by number. PRINT name & address 

INDICATE time of arrival: Now, Christmas, etc 

MAIL with check or money order to 
Gethsemiani Farms 
Box 12 
Trappist, KY 40051 

From Sept. 15 until Dec. 15, you may use this answering service for 
placing your orders. Phone: (502) 456-0470 

Free Brochure Available Upon Request     

person in the 767-year history of the order 
to request and receive permission to refuse 
election to the position of master. Father 
Damian Byrne was then elected master, 
the Dominican press office said. 

the parish’s centennial by then pastor Father Joseph 
Grothaus with the scholarly assistance of archdiocesan 
historian the late Father Robert Gorman. Father Gorman 
says that the name was given to the parish because of the 
“rugged rocky banks of Pipe Creek which flowed the valley 
below” the hill on which the church stood. 

As far as the Lourdes grotto goes, that was the work of a 
later pastor. Father Lambert Weishaar, pastor from 1907 
until 1929, made a trip to Europe and the Holy Land in the 
winter of 1920-1921. A substantial donation toward the 
building of such a grotto had been made to the parish in 1918. 
When Father Weishaar returned, he actively sought the 
building of the grotto. He suggested that members cf the 
congregation gather up boulders scattered on their farms 
and haul them to the church. Parishioners made the in- 
dentation in the hillside and fashioned the popular spot. 
Today a pilgrimage attracting more than 200 people an- 
nually is held on the Feast of the Assumption. It has been 
held ever since the grotto was completed. 

Perhaps the greatest tragedy in the parish occurred in 
1906 when a fire in a stable which stood near the church 
spread to the church itself and destroyed the building. Anew 
building, the present one, was dedicated a year later. 

Father Klee expressed great pride in the parish. Some 
growth is evident as a spillover from Cincinnati continues to 
add to the population of Franklin County. Other parishes in 
that county feel it more, but St. Mary’s is not without its new 
parishioners. Then there are the converts wham Father 
Klee identified as having married into older families of the 
parish. In several instances he has spent long hours praying 
for the conversion of some people in the area who have 
actually contributed their talent to keeping St. Mary’s active 
but who just hadn’t made that step toward membership in 
the church. 

The Sunman-Milan exit isn’t the only way into St. Mary’s. 
You can get there from Oldenburg on a sunny Sunday af- 
ternoon by taking the “St. Mary’s Landstrasse”’ from that 
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Father Arthur J. Baertlein, pastor of St. Nike? 
Catherine Parish in Brown Deer, Wis., was 
accused of having repeated a parishioner’s 
confession during a Sunday homily. The 
case was sent to the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith in Rome. 
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German community and following the winding road for 
maybe seven miles or so. You have to know what you are 
doing or else have good driving instincts. The beau:y of the 
region might be a secret St. Mary’s parishioners would like 
to well keep to themselves. Suburban spraw! woul i not be 
recommended. 

  

     
PASTORAL SCENE—The Lourdes grotto behind St. Mary of the Rock Church in Franklin 
County is the scene of an annual pilgrimage on the Feast of the Assumption. (Photos by 
Father Tom Widner) 
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Autumn restores order to our lives 
by CYNTHIA DEWES 

The Southern Hemisphere used to worry 
me a lot, having its seasons backwards the 
way it does. It worried me especially 
during Autumn, my favorite season, when 
school began a new term and life always 
revved up. I couldn’t 
imagine going to school 
through the summer 
and taking winter 
vacations. Somehow it 
never occurred to me 

that the Southerners 
might operate their 
school schedule 
backwards to match 
their seasons. 

That worry aside, 

Autumn was to be 
enjoyed. Where I lived this meant noticing 
a briskness in the air, dramatic skies full of 
scudding gray clouds, weathered foliage, 
and cosy preparation for the semi-isolation 
of winter 

It also meant a new pencil box, an in- 

tensely pleasurable object, filled with 
yellow pencils that smelled wonderfully of 
cedar and graphite when sharpened. If it 
was a really splendid model, the pencil box 
would have a top compartment and also a 
drawer to hold waxy crayons, gum erasers 

with printing on them that would erase 
away in no time, rulers that were too short 

to be useful and mysterious protractors 
whose use was never revealed (to me, at 
least). 

At school we were issued lined yellow 
tablets (to match the pencils, I thought), 

fountain pens with ink that was supposed to 
wash out but never did, blunt-edged 

scissors, and that delicious paper paste 
that smelled (and tasted) so good. In those 
days, juvenile pill popping wasn’t a 
teacher’s problem, but eating school paste 
and chewing lead pencils definitely was. 

Another kind of Autumn style was 
evident in girls’ plaid hair ribbons, boys’ 
knickers with a place for a jackknife in the 
legband, and boots—‘‘arctics’’ being 
classier than plain molded rubber over- 
shoes. A great indignity suffered by girls in 
the primary grades was the wearing of 
brown cotton stockings held up by garters. 
Later the weather would grow cold enough 
to wear ski pants under dresses, and fur- 
ther hosiery embarassment was postponed 
until spring. 

Ski pants, overshoes, coats, mittens, 

caps and scarves all made from non- 
synthetic materials were natural 
humidifiers during winter schooldays, 
sending forth steamy emissions from the 
cloakroom at the rear of the classroom. 
The cloakroom doubled as a place for 
private punishment by the teacher, but the 
smell of wet wool was usually punishment 
enough. 

Autumn also meant curriculum and 
school procedures which never varied from 
year to year. There was the obligatory 

“How I Spent My Summer Vacation” 
essay, followed by the ominous Review of 
Last Year’s Work, and then the outdoor 
fieldtrip to identify trees and insects. In our 
climate, this meaiit collecting specimens 
before they could really complete a decent 
life cycle, but somehow there were always 
enough leaves and bugs available when the 
next year rolled around. 

Your assigned school bus driver was a 
possible variable, but not much of one. If 
you got Jake, look out. He was nice to little 
girls but took no sass, real or imagined, 
from boys. Ed was kinder and even 
humorous, but none of the drivers tolerated 
roughhouse or backtalk. That’s where the 
variable ended. 

Finally, the new lunch pails always 
cinched the fact that Autumn had arrived. 
Over the years the current pop idols 
painted on them changed from Donald 
Duck in my day to Spiderman to the Dukes 
of Hazzard, but the thermos bottles inside 
remained as neat and mostly unused as 
ever. 

By the time snow arrived and we were 
sledding down the school hill at recess time 
on big pieces of cardboard, the lunch pail 
was dented, the pencil box scattered and 
the pencils chewed. But as sure as the 
change of seasons, we knew that we were in 
the right hemisphere for order to be 
restored when Autumn came again. 

Check ic OUT... 
* Marian College baseball player Tom 

Linkmeyer, junior infielder, was recently 
drafted in the sixth round by the Toronto 
Bluejays. Linkmeyer was one of the four 
Marian players elected to the 1983 In- 
dependent Conference All-Star Team of the 
NAIA, The others were Landon McBride, 
John Dicken and Bill Murphy. 

celebration, St. Metthew’s Parish will hold 
a Dinner Dance on Saturday, Oct. 8 at the 
St. Pius X K of C, 7ist St. and Keystone 
Ave. Cocktails at 6:30 p.m., dinner at 7:30 
p.m., and dancing from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Cost is $12.50 per person with reservations 
necessary before Oct. 1. Call Margaret at 
253-2270. 

~ The Office of Worship will sponsor 
Deanery Meetings for Pastoral Musicians 
at St. Gabriel School in Connersville on 
Monday, Oct. 10, and at St. Margaret Mary 
Church in Terre Haute on Monday, Oct. 17. 
Meetings last from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. and 
pre-registration is required for both by 
calling 317-236-1483. Registraion deadlines 
are Oct. 3 and Oct. 10, respectively. 

Providence Sister Connie Kramer 
and the Center Staff will present a five- 
session course on “Spirituality and the 
Catechist” at Beech Grove Benedictine 
Center from Sunday, Oct. 16 through 
Thursday, Oct. 20. Sessions are held from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. and intern catechists may 
earn 10 hours toward certification. Fee is $4 
per session. Call 788-7581 for information. 

A program on “Step-Families: Ad- 
justment to Change” is offered by St. 
Francis Hospital Family Resource Center 
on Thursday, Sept. 29. Fee is $10. Call the 
Center at 783-8983 for information. 

A free Support Group for Single 
Parents will be offered at the Family 
Support Center, 1575 Northwestern Ave., 
beginning the week of October 9. Child care 
provided. Call the Center at 634-5050 for 
more information. 

~ The second annual Irish Heritage Day 
will begin with a Gaelic Mass at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 1, in German Park. The 

Irish Ramblers will play from noon to 5 
p.m. and Irish food, beverages and mer- 
chandise will be available. Other en- 
tertainment includes the Clan Na Gae! Pipe 
Band, ballad singer Brian Cunningham and 

the Paul Burton orchestra. $5 gate, $4 
advance tickets. Call Charles Kidwell 359- 
3062. 

The Sacred Heart Fraternity of the 
Secular Franciscans will hold an Open 
House at 1530 Union St. on Sunday, Sept. 26 
beginning with a church service at 3 p.m. 
The Third Order Franciscans are lay 
persons who try to live the Gospel in the 
spirit of simplicity, peace and joy as St. 
Francis did. 

PARADISE LM SPEAKING OF HERE 
5 NOT FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORID: 

  

      

  St. Francis of Assisi Center 
in Muncie will hold its third annual 
Oktoberfest on Saturday, Sept. 24 from 2 to 
11 p.m. Admission is free. Delta High 
School’s Ooom-pa-pa band will play for 
dancing, and German food, rides and 
games will be featured. 

M Dick Dennis, director of the 
Columbians, is seeking male singers to join 
the popular chorus. Rehearsals are held 
Thursdays at 8 p.m. at the K of C Council 
#437, 1305 N. Delaware. Singers must join 
the K of C if accepted, and members of all 
councils are welcome. Call Paul Daluga 
283-7157 if interested. 

St. Francis Hospital Family Resource 
Center will repeat a three-session Couple 
Communication Class to improve com- 
munication and mutual understanding, 
beginning Monday, Oct. 17. Fee is $30 per 
couple. Call the Resource Center at 783-8983 
for information. 

as part of their Silver Jubilee 
  

Hours: 

119 S. Meridian St   

Wedding Candles 
Imported Austrian jeweled 
cross is highlighted by a 
ring of pearls, gold tone 

filigree holder included. 

Candle Illustrated — 12” . 

Specializing in Religious Wedding Candies. 
Many to choose from. Priced from $4.25 

Monday thru Friday — 9:30 to 5:30 
Saturday — 9:30 to 5:00 

Parking South of Store (Ample on Saturday) 

Krieg Bros. established 1892 
Catholic Supply House, Inc. 

Indpls., IN 46225 
2 blocks South of Monument Circle) 

(Area Code 317) 638-3416 or 638-3417 

  

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

\ 
ASKREN 

monument co., inc. 

4707 € WASHINGTON STREET 

INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA 46201 

MARKERS 
MONUMENTS 

CEMETERY LIGHTS & CANDLES 
IN CEMETERY LETTERING 

. .$19.95 

eae 

357-8041         

y 

Miller's Community Health Care offers a unique 
blend of health care and 

pleasant, comfortable surroundings. 

This is the Nursing Home Indianapolis has been 
waiting for! 

Before you decide on a Nursing Home 
VISIT US 

Miller’s Community 
Health Care 

a division of Miller's Merry Manor, Inc. 

1651 N. Campbell 

=, “The Health Care Professionals 

With the Hometown Touch” 

RECIPIENTS 
Miller’s Community Health Care is a part of the 
Miller family of Nursing Homes. This Indiana 

Company established in 1964 has an 

excellent reputation throughout the state for 

providing the finest quality of Patient Care. 

NOW 
ADMITTING 

MEDICAID 

357-8040      



  

  

  

    

  LIST   

  

  

  

September 23 
The Parents Interested in 

Children (PIC) organization of 
St. Susanna Church in Plainfield 
offers its annual Spaghetti 
Dinner from 5 to 8 p.m. Drive- 
thru carry-out service available. 
Adults $2.75, Children $1.50, 
dessert 50 cents. 

September 23-24 
St. Malachy, one mile south of 

1-74 on S.R. 267, Brownsburg, 
presents its Country Fare fall 
festival from 6 to 10 p.m. on 
Friday and from noon to 10 p.m. 
on Saturday. Featured are a hog 
roast, country music, games, and 
rides. 

September 23-25 
Mount St. Francis Retreat 

Center presents a Women’s 
Retreat on the theme “The Works 
of Mercy in our Time.” Reser- 
vations necessary. Call the 
Retreat Center, 812-923-8817. 

wae 

A Basic Enneagram workshop 
led by Jesuit Father Pat O’Leary 
will be held at the Beech Grove 
Benedictine Center, 1402 
Southern Ave., Beech Grove. Call 
788-7581 for information. 

ae 

A Women’s Serenity Retreat 
at Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E. 
56th St., will be directed by 
Missionary Servants of the Most 

\ 

The Active List welcomes announcements of parish and church related activities. ‘ 
Please keep them brief listing event, sponsor, date, time and location. No an- 
nouncements will be taken by telephone. No pictures, please. Mail or bring notices to our 

offices by Friday prior to the week of publication. 
Send to: The Active List, 1400 N. 

Blessed Trinity Sister Mary 
Theresa. Phone 255-8135 for more 
information. 

September 24 
Ritter High School will hold a 

Chili Supper for 
alumni, friends and parents 
preceding the Homecoming 
game, from 4 to 6:30 p.m. Cost is 
$2.50. 

weak 

St. Michael’s Church, Can- 
nelton, plans a Benefit Auction of 

callectifies. i id 

and miscellaneous items 
beginning at 1 p.m. Terms are 
cash or check with I.D. Lunch 
available. 

xk 

Single Christian Adults (18-35) 
are a Wine and 
Cheese Party at 8 p.m. in the 
clubhouse of the Lodge Apart- 
ments, 4816 Alsuda Dr. Hors 
d’oeuvres provided, BYOB. Call 
Lynn 259-1602 or Anne 253-6552 for 
more information. 

September 24-25 
St. Gabriel, 232 W. 9th St., 

Connersville, will begin their Fall 
Festival after 5:30 p.m. EST 
Mass on Saturday with a Chili 
Supper. Chicken Dinners are 
featured on Sunday at $4.50 for 

adults and $1.50 for children 
under 12. Games, Music, $1,000 
cash award. 

HEX 

Meridian St., P.O. Box 1410, Indianapolis, IN 46206      
Our Lady of the Greenwood 

Women’s Club is sponsoring a 
Country Store of homemade 
crafts, foods and gifts in 
Madonna Hall from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. on Saturday and from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday. 

September 25 
St. Rita Parish, 1733 Mar- 

tindale Ave., Indianapolis, offers 
a Fish Fry catered by Long John 
Silver’s from 12 noon to 6 p.m. 
Adults $3.50, children under 12 
$2.25, ludi drink and 
dessert. Advance tickets 

available by calling 634-8997 or 
636-9178. 

ae 

St. Mark Parish, Perry 

County, will sponsor a Shooting 
Match for beef and pork, Country 

Store, and games from 11 a.m. to 
6p.m. 

wn 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

1752 Scheller Lane in New 
Albany, is hosting an Outdoor 
Christian Songfest from 2 to 7 

p.m., rain or shine. (See ac- 
companying article). 

wke 

St. Theresa Ladies Auxiliary 
#308 Knights of St. John will hold 
their regular Card Party at 2p.m. 

in the basement of Little Flower 
rectory. Door prizes, pie and 
coffee available. 
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September 27 
Basic Stress Management 

Course 

whe 

Student Center from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. on the subject “Merton: The 

whe 

The fourth session of Marian 
Coliege’s Mature Living 
Seminérs, ‘‘A Look at China Past 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in room 251 of 
Marian Hall. 

September 30 

begin 
Turtle Soup and Fish Fry at 5:30 
p.m. EST. $500 raffle, games and 
amusements. 

Sept. 30-Oct. 2 
Mount St. Francis Retreat 

Center will hold a Secular 

Franciscan Convocation for 
members of the Third Order of 
the Midwest Province. For 
reservations, phone or write: 
Retreat Center, Mount St. 
Francis, IN 47146, 812-923-8817. 

wae 

A Togetherness Weekend by 
Franciscan Father Martin Wolter 
is offered at Alverna Retreat 
Center, 8140 Spring Mill Rd. Cost 
is $100 per couple. 

nae 

Fr. James Farrell will conduct 
a Married Couples Retreat on the 
theme “Marriage: Sacrament of 
Unity” at Fatima Retreat House, 
5353 E. 56th St. Call 545-7681 for 
information. 

October 1 
St. Benedict Church in Terre 

Haute will hold a Hellmann Hall 
Hop at 8 p.m. Prizes for best 50s 
and 60s costumes. Tickets: 
$2.50/person. 

wee 

The second annual Irish 

Heritage Day featuring The Irish 
Ramblers will be held in German 
Park, 8600 S. Meridian St., from 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Advance $, $5 

Christian Songfest set 
at New 

NEW ALBANY-—Song, 
prayer and apostolic service 
are the goals of an Outdoor 
Christian Songfest to be held 
Sunday, Sept. 25, at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Church 
here. 

The program, scheduled 
for 2 to 7 p.m., will be held on 
the steps in front of the 
church, weather permitting. 
In case of rain, it will be held 
inside the church. 

Nine groups—including 
children’s choirs, adult 
choirs, a folk group and a 
Franci brother—will   

> Program: 
| 11:00 — Gaelic Mass 

| 5:00 to 5:45 — Clan Na Gael Pipe Band 
6:00 to 7:00 — Brian Cunningham/Balladiere 

7:30 to 11:00 — Paul Burton Orchestra 
Irish Music & Dance 

2nd ANNUAL 

IRISH 
HERITAGE DAY 

Saturday, October 1, 1983 
11:00 AM to 11:00 PM 

at 

German Park 
8600 S. Meridian Street, Indianapolis 

Jeaturig: The Irish Ramblers 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM 

  

  

v Jod v Exhibits v Irish Goods 
~ Dooley O’Coole’s & Greenacres 

RAIN OR SHINE 
$4.00 Advance; $5.00 Gate; Kids under 12, Free 

Call: Charles Kidwell 

at 317-359-3062 
Sponsored by the Irish-American Heritage Society   

perform contemporary and 
traditional Christian music at 
the songfest. 

Some will perform 
original compositions, said 
Tom Yost, coordinator of 
religious education at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help. Each 
group has also been asked to 
introduce its selections by 
explaining “what the songs 
mean to them.” 

There is no admission 
charge, but participants are 
asked to bring canned food, 
clothing or a donation for the 
Interfaith Community 
Council. That organization, 
which includes a number of 
churches, will use the 
donations to assist the needy 
in the New Albany area. 

The songfest is sponsored 
by the parish adult 
catechetical team, and is the 
first of its kind to be held at a 
Catholic church in the New 
Albany area. 

“The idea behind it,”’ Yost 
said, “was to help build 
community and to promote 
song, prayer and apostolic 
service.” Apostolic service, 
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OCTOBERFEST 
CRUISE 

Oct. 8, 15 & 22   
   

      

  

  

  

  

     

   

     
        

    

    
   

$40.00 per person 

Call or write for details! 

BELL TOURS 
5503 E. Washington Street 
Suite 4, Indianapolis, IN 46219 

317-353-8123 

Albany 
he added, is one goal of the 
adult catechetical team. 

Bring blankets and lawn 
chairs, Yost said. 

        

      

gate; children under 12 free. Call 
Charles Kidwell 359-3062 for in- 
formation. 

October 2 
St. Matthew Church, 4100 E. 

56th St., will hold a Silver Jubilee 
ing Picnic at 3 p.m. 

Call 251-4968 for more in- 

formation. 
weet 

The Holy Family Parish 
Festival in Oldenburg will 

feature chicken dinners, turtle 
soup, booths, and drawings from 

10 a.m. to8 p.m. slow time. 
wee 

St. Joseph Hill Church, 

Sellersburg, presents its annual 

Turkey Shoot and Fall Festival 
beginning at 11 a.m. Booths, 

quilts, prizes and lunch are of- 

fered. 
wae 

An 80th Anniversary Dinner 

and Celebration for Holy Angels 

Church will be held in the Great 
Hall of the Atkinson Hotel, 

Maryland and Georgia Sts., with 

cash bar at 5 p.m. and dinner at 6 

p.m. Donation: $15.00. For in- 

formation call Bernice Kent 924- 
2402 or Vanilla Burnett 924-9940 
before Sept. 23. 

wee 

A Christian Clowning 

Workshop is offered by the Mount 
St. Francis Retreat Center. 

Reservations necessary. Call 812- 

923-8817 or write: Retreat Center, 
Mount St. Francis, IN 47146. 

‘Living Rosary’ is planned 
BATESVILLE—“The _Li- 

ving Rosary” will be held on 
Sunday, October 16 at 2 p.m. 
EST, in the Batesville High 
School Gym, located on 
Highway 46. 

Sponsored by the Knights 
of St. John, Ladies Auxiliary, 
and Knights of Columbus, the 
Rosary will feature a visit 
from the most Rev. Edward 
T. O’Meara, Archbishop of 
Indianapolis. The praying of 
the Rosary will be led by 
Father John Minta of St. 

John’s Church, Osgood. 
Representatives of all the 
Roman Catholic Churches in 
the Batesville Deanery will 
be taking part. 

The “Living Rosary’’ is 
one of the many ways the 
members of the Catholic faith 
have of showing devotion to 
the Blessed Virgin. Any shut- 
in or local resident who needs 
transportation to the school 
should call Mary C. Wintz at 
812-934-2100 daytime or 812- 
934-2114 evenings before Oct. 
15. 
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“Monte Carlo Nite” 
(TO BENEFIT YOUTH ATHLETICS 

Saturday, October 1, 1983 
7:00 PM 'til 12:00 Midnight 

St. Roch Hall 
Sumner & Meridian Streets, Indiané 

Admission: Presale — $1.00; At the Do $2 

Ine Keer & Soft Drinks 
— Sorry: No Minors Allowed — 
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by SUSAN M. MICINSKI 

“The vocations retreat for 
eighth grade students is one 
of the best ways to introduce 
young people to retreats,” 
stated 
Vocations Director Father 
Paul Koetter. 

Originally, the sessions 
were started as vocations 
retreats, but then evolved 

into Christian awareness 
retreats. Now co-sponsored 
by the Vocations Office and 
CYO for seven years, the 
retreats, based on a program 
from the Diocése of Toledo, 
are planned for parochial and 

CCD youngsters, and offer a 
“good combination of talks 
and interaction among 
students, with a religious 
overtone throughout the 
day,’ declared Father 

Archdiocesan Koetter. 
But he was quick to ex- 

plain that they are not meant 
to be “heavy.” Father 
Koetter stated that these day 
long sessions deal more on 
the informational rather than 
relational level. 

“The retreats are task 
oriented rather than personal 
sharing,”’ he said. “Students 
are broken down into small 
groups and work on a poster 
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youth CORNER 

Retreats offer 

enrichment for teens 
together. In addition, they 
listen to a talk and then try to 
explain what was said.” 

Carl Wagner, Ad- 
ministrator of Teen Services 
for CYO, echoed similar 
sentiments. ‘‘The main 
purpose of these retreats is 
not to develop a vocation to 
the religious life,”’ he stated. 
“We mainly want this to be a 
positive religious experience 
for this age group; enabling 
them to build community and 
to learn more about them- 
selves and others. We ap- 
proach it from the point that 
‘vocation’ is very wide scope 
in its meaning.”   

DORIS ANSWERS youth 

No need to worry 

about your first date 
by DORIS R. PETERS 

Dear Doris: 
I’m 14 and have a 

problem. I’ve never had a 
real date yet, but I think this 
guy in my school is going to 
ask me for a date soon. Do 
you think I should tell him it 
is my very first date? 

Becky 
Dear Becky: 

Not unless you happen to 
feel like telling him; and if it 

just comes up naturally in the 
conversation. It’s not as if 
you’re going to reveal some 
deep dark secret. So just stay 
loose, and enjoy yourself. 

Dear Doris: 
My mother is a com- 

pulsive cleaner. She is very 
tidy andre ently at the end of 
vacation she threw out a lot of 
stuff. The problem is that she 

threw out a project I was 
working on all last year. This 
really got to me. What can I 
do? 

Denise 
Dear Denise: 

For openers start tidying 
up after yourself so your 
mother will not have to mount 
a massive clean-up cam- 
paign. You might also invest 
in some large ‘Do Not 
Discard” signs to label im- 
portant material. It’s hard to 
believe a mother would throw 
away a project you were 

really ‘‘working on.” Often 
mothers throw out “‘projects’’ 
and other “stuff” that just 
sits there for a year gathering 
dust. 

Dear Doris: 
I love the movies but my 

parents don’t let me see 
anything that is listed for 

  

Carpet Town 
3220 W. 16th Street, Indianapolis 

Indy’s Oldest Westside Carpet Dealer 

Quality Carpets and Installation 
at Everyday Low Prices 

Don Hemelgarn 
Member of St. Malachy Parish 

adults...which is practically 
everything. It seems strange 
to me that some of these 
movies which I am_ not 
allowed to see are taken from 
books which I have already 
read as required reading in 
school. At what age do you 
consider a person to be ar. 
adult? I am 14 and I feel I 
should be allowed to see other 
movies even though they are 
listed suitable for adults only. 

Lisa 
Dear Lisa: 

What most of us forget 
when trying to relate a film 
and the book from which it is 
taken is that a film is an 
entirely different medium. 
Viewing a film is visual and 
active. It is not the same as 
reading a book. Nor is our 
response to it the same. It has 
a strong impact; more in- 
fluence. And you can’t 
overlook the strong 
psychological and emotional 
response created in a visual 
medium. 

Another consideration is 
that some film producers and 
directors often take a short 
story or novel and build 
something extra into it. While 
they are concerned with art 
they are also interested in 
box office appeal and 
monetary returns. And un- 
fortunately many are not 

  

  

  

n 1854 
Call on us to help you 
pre-arrange service. 

Area Code: 317 

632-5374 
1601 E. New York Street   

Grinsteiner Funeral Home. Inc. 
Pre-Arrangements? 

What Should 

The Grinsteiner Funeral Home is the oldest 
funeral establishment in Indianapolis. Founded 

ar 
wih 

Pre-Paid Funerals? 

| Do? 

es   
above riding the wave of 
“not-quite-pornography” in 
the hope of making a fast 
buck. 

Although it is up to parents 
to decide about the maturity 
of their children, the children 
themselves can help them. 
Your parents judge you by 
the actions and attitudes 
which are discernable to 
them. Have you discussed 
your school reading list with 
them? Do they know the 
required reading at different 
class levels? If they did it 
would help in their decision. 

(Send your questions to: Doris 
R. Peters, c/o The Criterion, 1400 
N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1410, 
I lis, IN 46206.) 

  

The Teen Services Ad- 
ministrator, who has been a 
part of many of the retreats, 
first experienced them as a 
teacher. “I feel it’s a good 
program and a big assistance 
to parishes wanting to par- 
ticipate. The priests who 
participate have to be 
commended, too. They are so 
generous with their time.” 

Although the material 
presented at each retreat is 
the same, “each one is done 
in such a unique way that if 
someone attended more than 
one, they wouldn’t feel like 
they were getting a repeat 
session,” stated Wagner. 

Father Koetter explained 
that a series of talks are 
given during the retreats. 
Some of them include: 
“Relationships between 
adults and teens,’”—which 
focuses on young people 
moving into adolescence; 
“The Meaning of 
Sacramental  Life,”"—given 
by the priest to enliven the 
sacramental part of the 
church; “Boy-Girl Talks,”— 
given by a nurse for the girls 
and a priest for the boys, 
which answers questions 
about the facts of life; and 
“Service in the Church,”— 
which shows that the church 
is not just a place to receive, 
but also to give. 

There is also a panel 
discussion held in the af- 
ternoon where persons can 
ask questions about anything 
they like. Father Koetter 
stated that topics such as 
curfews, and attending other 
denominational services 
often will come up. 

According to Father 
Koetter, approximately 40-45 

   

   

      

   

   

    

parishes in the archdiocese 
will participate in the 
retreats, with about 25 of 
these from Indianapolis. The 
first one scheduled will be 
held at St. Luke’s School on 
Oct. 10 under the direction of 
Father Robert Gilday, 
associate pastor of St. 
Matthew Church. 

Kee 

The New Albany Deanery 
CYO will host a Leadership 
Excursion, an instructional 
workshop aimed at 
developing communication 
and leadership skills, for key 
youth leaders in parishes on 
Sept. 24 and 25 at Mt. St. 
Francis. 

Participants will also take 
personality inventories; thus 
getting a chance to learn 
more about themselves and 
how they relate to each other. 
In addition, they will ex- 
perience prayer and liturgy, 
and camp out in tents. 

The cost of the workshop is 
$2 per person. For further 
information or to register, 
call Jerry Finn at 812-945- 
0354. 

kkk 

Sunday, Sept. 25, 
“Lifesigns,” the radio show 
for youth will feature St. 
Luke’s youth discussing 
“Experiencing God.” The 
program is aired at 11:35 
a.m. on WICR 88.7 FM. 

wee 

Roncalli High School will 
host the 10th annual Mid- 
western Marching Band 
Festival on Sept. 24 at Bush 
Stadium, with 44 bands en- 
tered in four classes. 

The Marching Rebels, 
under the direction of Ber- 
nard J. Weimer, are moving 

Take a Fall Drive and Visit Historic Oldenburg, Indiana 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH 

FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2 

CHICKEN DINNER 
10:00 AM to 2:30 PM 

TURTLE SOUP 
MORE DELICIOUS FOOD 
BOOTHS, DRAWINGS 

oe Supper in Cafeteria beginning at 4:00 PM | 
MKD -74 to Batesville/Oldenburg exit, GSS 

. then right 3 miles “ 
, CIE to Oldenburg on 229. 

Page 13 

into their fall performance 
season with their largest-ever 
size. They will perform in 
exhibition, along with co-host 
Franklin Community High 
School. More than 100 
trophies will be awarded 
under the sponsorship of 
Hook’s Drug Company. 

According to the band 
director, the Roncalli Band 
Parents’ Association, headed 
by Bernard Green, serves as 
the backbor of the Marching 
Rebels. ‘Without the support 
and encouragement of this 
group,” stated Weimer, ‘‘we 
literally could not function. 
They are responsible for fund 
raising, maintaining 
uniforms and feeding the 
band at contests.”” 

wae 

Teenage Volunteers from 
St. Francis Hospital rocked 
away the clock last Friday 
and Saturday during the 
Beech Grove Annual Festival 
to support the purchase of 
new wheelchairs for the 
hospital. 

The Rock-A-Thon ran 
from 6 p.m. on Friday and 
ended at 6 p.m. Saturday 
Individuals secured pledges 
for rocking on an hourly 
basis. According to one 
hospital official, over $700 has 
been raised. 

Held at the Beech Grove 
Senior Citizens Building, the 
event drew various visitors 
from throughout the com- 
munity to make donations 

and pledges. Hospital 
representatives and com- 
munity leaders such as Beech 
Grove Mayor Elton Gesh- 
wiler and Indianapolis Mayor 
William Hudnut III were also 
in attendance. 

   

    

    
   

    

  

  

  

Curtle Soup Supper 
k Fish Fry 

Friday, September 30, 1983 

Genuine Turtle Soup 
Serving begins at 5:30 PM (EST) 

St. Nicholas Church (3 Miles West of Sunman) 

* $500 

Drawing 
* Games 

* Amusements 

Everyone Come 
and Enjoy the Evening 

      

 



  

IN The MEDIA 

CBN is not 
the only option 

by JAMES BREIG 

In 11 years of writing this column, I have seen no other 
commentary spawn the outpouring of mail engendered by my 
remarks about televangelists (or Christian TV or TV 
preachers, or whatever term you want to use to describe men 
such as Pat Robertson of Christian Broadcasting Network, 
Jim Bakker, Jimmy Swaggart, Robert en 
Schuller, Oral Roberts and so on). 

Last week, I shared with you some of 
those letters. This week, I would like to 
answer some of the questions, reply to the 
criticisms and offer some further 
thoughts. (By the way, except for one 
letter from “Disgusted,” all the mail was 
polite, reasoned and signed—a tribute to 

the people concerned about this issue. 
Some of my mail I wouldn’t show to 
Nabokov. ) 

First, let’s be clear on what I said. I 
said that Catholics who watch such programs should do so 
with discernment, intelligence and care since they can con- 
tain material which is at odds with (if not downright inimical 

to) Roman Catholic teachings. Bible which is literal, sim- 
I stand by that and my plistic and hardly Catholic. 

evidence is some of the let- In fact, many of the letters 
ters which came in from betrayed a sort of hybrid 
Catholics who expressed belief in Catholicism and 
their gratitude to TV fundamentalism. The TV 
preachers for explaining the preachers are breeding a 

   

Bible to them, especially on 
such topics as the end times, 
the rapture and the Second 
Coming. Those are fun- 

damentalist teachings and 
not all the Catholic un- 
derstanding of the Book of 

large group of people who 
have adopted some of each 
tradition. The result is 
possibly dangerous: 

Catholics who don’t know 
what to believe, who reject 
parts of their faith and who 

“simplistic” twice and it is an 
important word. Many people 
watch the TV preachers 
because they simplify 
everything. All you have to do 
is ‘‘accept Jesus” and you’re 
saved; the Bible needs no 
explanation since it is to be 
interpreted literally; world 
events are presaged in 
Revelation and can be 
predicted and understood by 
applying a code (wherein, for 
instance, the beast with ten 
crowns is Europe); success 
can be obtained through 
Jesus (the TV preachers 

often rejoice over the 
businessman who is now a 
millionaire, thanks to his 
reliance on the Lord); social 
issues are handled with no 
complications since all you 
have to do is pass laws whi 
follow the fundamentalis 
position; a phone call to a 

“counselor” at an 800 number 
assures forgiveness. 

These are dangers which 
Catholic viewers must be 
aware of. 

I was accused by many 
letter-writers of being anti- 
ecumenical, of going back 

before Vatican II, of wanting 
to return to a time when 
Catholics could not attend the 

wedding once a year and 
devoting several hours a 
week to lectures on another 
religion’s doctrine. 

But, said many letter- 
writers, where are the 
Catholic alternatives? Some 
named the handful which do 
exist: Mother Angelica of the 
Eternal Word Television 
Network; Father John 
Bertolucci of ‘‘The Glory of 
God;’’ and the Paulist 
dramatic series, ‘‘Insight.” 

It’s true; the Catholic 
Church has fallen way behind 
in the use of television. The 
efforts it has mustered have 
been few and available 
spottily. But while this ex- 
plains, it does not excuse 
Catholics who expose 
themselves to hours a week of 
the televangelists. 

Where are the alter- 
natives? You’re holding one 
in your hand. How many 
hours a week do you spend 
reading your diocesan 
newspaper? How about other 
printed material? There are 
thousands of books, booklets, 
pamphlets, magazines and 
newspapers devoted to 

Catholic teaching. Are they 
on your shelves? Do you 
attend adult ed courses and 
lectures? 

And here’s a question to 
those who contribute to CBN 
and other TV preachers: 
have you paid for the 
newspaper in your hands and 
do you contribute to the 
Catholic Communications 
Collection? 

“Mass is not enough,” 
several readers es me and 

  

—obicuaRies 
7 BARRETT, Joy N., 75, St. 
Catherine of Siena, Indianapolis, 
September 10. Husband of 
Theresa; stepfather of Fred 
Cipriani and Lucille Shirley. 
+ BUMEN, Mary Pauline, 8, St. 
Joseph, Indianapolis, September 
2. Mother of Darrell; sister of 
Margaret Rickman and 
Lawrence Benson; grandmother 
of Kim and Terri. 
+ BECHTEL, Bernadine, 79, St. 
Lawrence, Lawrenceburg, 
September 3. Sister of Mary 
Dober. 
+ GOFFINET, Anthony J., 21, St. 
Augustine, Leopold, August 23. 
Son of Ferdinand and Claris; 
brother of Donald, Charles, 
Gerald, Michael, Theresa, 
Suzanna Ridener, Rosa Huff, 
Patricia Howell, and Emma Jean 

Ahrens; grandson of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Goffinet. 
+ GUERRERO, Felicita 0., 98, 
Christ the King, Indianapolis, 
September 3. Mother of Mrs. 

David and Jo; 
Michael. 
+ KRESS, Martin, 78, St. Paul, 
Tell City, September 9. Father of 
Patricia Jones and Edward; 
brother of Henrietta Beumel and 
Gillman; grandfather of six; 
great-grandfather of six 
+ MILLER, Philomena, 79, St. 
Paul, Tell City, September 10. 
Wife of William; mother of 
Clifford, Gene, Virginia Croslow, 
Wilma Poehlein, and Patricia 
Karnreich; sister of Martin and 
Walter Kleeman, Nettie Cum- 
misky, Agnes Glenn, Pauline 
Darby and Teresa Beam 
+ RETTIG, Bertha A., 88, Little 
Flower, Indianapolis, September 

brother of 

Rites held for mother of priest 
Mrs. Esther Doyle, who died 

September 12, was buried Sep- 

tember 15 in Holy Cross 

Cemetery after a concelebrated 

they are right. Mass is not 
enough to give us a full 
education in our faith. But we 
will not get it tuning in to Pat 
Robertson because he will 
never tell us about the 
sacraments, or, for that 

matter, the Mass. 

It matters what we 
believe; what denomination 
we choose matters; it mat- 
ters that we educate our- 
selves about our beliefs. 
Because they matter, I worry 
about Catholics who spend 
hours with the televangelists. 

If you're one of them, be 
careful. They tell you to get 
close to the Lord and then 
never mention the Eucharist, 
the means by which Catholics 
can be intimately united with 

Jesus. Doesn’t that bother 
you? 

   10. Sister of Raymond A. Rettig 
and Florence Siefert 
+ SCHMELZ, Mark G., 62, St 
Mary’s, New Albany September 

10. Husband of Ire fat ther of      

  

   

Wel 
Salesman, Brenc 
Martha Harrell; ¢ 
seven 
+ TROESCH, Anna, 86, St. Paul 
Tell City, September 7. Mother of 
Carl, Albert and Theresa; sister 
of Mary Olive Lanman 
+ WHITAKER, Thomas Paul 
“Whit,” Sr., 66, St. Michael 
Charlestown, Septem 5 
Husband of Mary Ellen; fat! 
Thomas P., Jr., Willi 
James D., Ann Wilbow 
Powell, Beverly | 
Mattingly and 
grandfather of 17 

  

       

    

Sallie   
Doyle, Director o 
Formation Program 
High School, who 
at the parish. She 

  

Revelation. Catholics who fall into the simplistic world- weddings of their Protestant i her husband Georg i ‘ ; - Robert Hartsock. funeral liturgy in Immaculate ae think they know the Scrip- view of Robertson, Bakker et friends, But there is a vast, + JACOBS, Morris, 28, St. Vin- Heart of Mary Church. Mrs. ee The Doyles tures better thanks to CBN al. massive and enormous dif- cent de Paul, Bédford, August 27. Doyle, a native of Fowler, was are former residents of St. An might be led into a view of the I've used the word ference between going to a Husband of Tamyra; son of the mother of Father Patrick drew Parish.     

   
   
     

     

        

    

  

      A Guide to- 

_ Superior 
Dinin Dining 

" Bcegys aan-s-a 

DELICIOUS BAR-B-Q SANDWICHES (BIG & JUICY) 
BAR-B-Q RIBS (LEAN & MEATY) 

BAR-B-Q CHICKEN (1/4, 1/2 or WHOLE) 
HOT VEGETABLES or COLD SALADS 

CHOCOLATE & COCONUT PIE (home made) 
HOT APPLE DUMPLINGS (every day) 

CAFETERIA & COMPLETE CARRY-OUT SERVICE 

OPEN MONDAY thru SATURDAY 10:30 AM to 9:30 PM 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

FOR CALL-IN ORDERS, PHONE: 353-8719 
5444 E. 21st St. — indianapolis, IN 46218 

We Now Have   

  

      THE OTHER ROOM McCLARNEY’S || introducing THE $3.99 
CELEBRATING ca Every Friday SEAFOOD = 55th YEAR FRY | A NEW GOOD OLD FASHIONED E 4 HOME COOKED 
LUNCH & DINNERS 

Also Featuring 
* STEAKS 

DYNASTY «:    ®) 

IN FINE 3] + SEAFOOD Indianapolis B| 3 s | SHICSEN 4 Locations I 
Cats a line & Tabie Service 

aad DINING 

  

        

  

435 W. Morris St 632-1772 
  

  

YEN cuiyi 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC PEKING & SZECHUAN CUISINE 

LUNCH-DINNER 

    Fine Chinese & American Cuisine 
Cocktails, Beer & Wine, Exotic Drinks 

from around the world 

A Heritage Of Family Dining 
Dodd’s Town House 

Banquet & Carry-Out Service NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH cARRY-OUT WATCH FOR THE 
Monday-Friday — 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM E ns rN Grand Opening : 20% OFF salir OF OUR NEW LOCATION Croys WOKS Discount for 1 or 2 people with IN NORA PLAZA!     B

O
 

on (Lunch only BANQUET FACILITY: UP TO 200 (NEW LOCATION) 9984 E. . Washington St. 
rday — 5.00 PM to 9.00 PM 

            % ai       rn nto 8.00 PM AE, MC, VISA Sate naten ¢ indianapod Indiana 898-8844 reais 5094 N. Meridian » ipalanersiia 255-0872 afd DC, CB Phone: (317) 899-3 
ee ae ae ee a ae a ae oe as A 
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ON CHRISTIAN 
TELEVISION 

SISTER SUE JENKINS, SFCC 

TV Program 

‘‘The Lord is My Shepherd’”’ 
Wed., Sept. 14—8:30PM Wed., Sept. 28 — 8:30 PM 
Sun., Sept 18 — 6:00 PM_ Fri., Sept. 30 — 12:30 PM 

Sat., Sept. 24— 11:00PM  Sat., Oct. 1 — 10:30 PM 

TV CHANNEL 40 
For More Information Write: 

P.O. Box 88607 « Indianapolis, IN 46208 

  

Classified 
Directory 
  

  
  

  

~ St. Elizabeth’s 
Home Sane Lela) $412 

Which Way? 

Indianapo! 

ity Program 

the United Way, Archdiocesan Appeal 
s of Isabell d service fees. 

(Non Seetari 

nan Avenue | 

is, IN 46203 

  

  

Haute 

For Complete Building 
Material Needs See 

Powell-Stephenson 
Lumber 

2723 S. 7th St 235-6263 

Corre Sheloyville——— 
Hoosier Plumbing 

& Heating Co. 
Water Systems 

Plumbing Installations 

1127 Miller Ave. 392-3269 
  

  

Support your local Lawrenceburg 
unit of 

Let Us Be Of Service To You 

HOME 
FURNITURE 

537-0610 

The 

American 

Cancer 
Society Hwy. 50 West       

Miscellaneous 
DESIRE PRIESTHOOD? Call toll-free 

Gonzaga 
8 

  

GAS FURNACES CLEANED 
by RETIRED GAS MAN 

Call: 255-7103 
  

  

<= ee 
-£C oy Connecnon 
eT 6328 north college 
|e indpls, in. 40220 
lA, 2sr-a08 
ww Tues-Sat: 10-4 
Recycled Toys, Games, 
Books, Baby Equipment. 
ALSO — Hand-Made Items 

on Consignment 
“We Sell To You—and For You" 

Books 
PAB’S BOOKFINDING librarians locate 
old or out-of-print books, any subject or 

title if not in their 150,000 different 

title stock, indexed by author, subject 

& title PAB, 2917-M Atlantic Ave., 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401. 609-344-1943. 

For Rent 
919 E. BRADBURY — 3 bdrm Town 
house. Carpet, Gas, Garage, Bsmt 
Clean. Walk to St. Catherines 
$275/month. Deposit Required 

842-8040. Mon-Fri: 8-5 

For Sale 
  

NEW & USED $1500 
SCHOOL BUSES ano up 
37-1971 IH 66 passenger 

Wayne — Air Brakes 

Several 71-79 Models. 
WINKELS — Loogootee, IN 47553 

  

Remodeling 

SPIVEY CONSTRUCTION, INC 

Complete 
Home 

Remodeling 

786-4337 
Evening: 881-2438 

  

MELLENE 
CONTRACTING 
Home Repair, 

Remodeling. 

Kitchens & Baths 
Specialty. 

LICENSED 
BONDED - INSURED 

359-7012 

Tel: Evenings: 812-247-2017 

Real Estate 

RANCH HOUSE wi PORCH 
3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, Fire 

place, Central Air. Walking distance 
to Catholic Church & Catholic 

School 

Telephone: 812-945-2080 

  

  

    New Albany, Indiana 
  

Want to Buy 
WANTED TO BUY — Cash tor y 

me or equity Ni 924-5158 
  

Antiques Wanted 
Oriental Rugs, Furniture, 
Glassware, Diamond Rings, 
Sterling Silverware, Gold 
Coins, Old Toys & Trains, 
Guns, Wicker, Gold Rings, 
Pocket Watches, Quilts, 
Clocks, Paintings, China 
Anything Antique. 

Mr. Sexson — 845-9888 
DAY or NIGHT 

  

Auto Parts 
  

Plumbing 
  

’ Burkhart’s 
Plumbing 
Residential and Commercial 

Repair—Sales—Service 

Drain Cleaning + Free Estimates 
Water Heaters 

Licensed—Bonded—Insured 

Senior Citizens 
Discount 

Charlie 

Burkhart 80"9607 
2209 Lesley. Indianapolis, Ind. 

  

Wilson Auto 
Parts & Service 

2302 E. 38th Street 

Complete Auto Service 
Front End Alignment 

HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 8 AM to 6 PM 
Saturday 8 AM to 3 PM 

253-2779 
  

Employment 
  

  

Joe’s 
Plumbing 
24 Hour Service 

No Job to Big or Small 

Downspout and Sewer 

Openings 

Joe Fowler 

356-2735 

BABYSITTER NEEDED 
Reliable babysitter needed to 
babysit newborn in my home 
and do light housekeeping and 
some cooking. Days, Monday- 
Friday, beginning approximately 
Jan. 15, 1984. Own transpor 
tation necessary. References 
required 

Write: Babysitter 
5627 N. Meridian St 
Indianapolis, IN 46208       

Real Estate 

RETIREMENT HOMES ——— 

Van Bibber Lake, Inc. — Greencastle. India 
317-739-6441 317-539-4464     

  

Electrical 

  

HOME BURGLAR 

ALARMS 
J.C. ALARM CO. 

Since 1960 

DIAL: 

63A-LARM 
or 632-5276 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ADD-ONS — REPAIRS 
SECURITY LIGHTIN 

SMOKE DETECTOR 

SR. CITIZEN DISCOUNT 

FREE EST MATES 

CALL: 545-7155       
  

ALL TYPES OF 
ELECTRICAL seh 

Home Wiring 

J. JC. ELECTRIC CO. 
South & East North & West 

787-5367 — 253-1142 

LICENSED « BONDED + INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES   
Remodeling 

RUSCO 
storm doors and 
windows in 
10 decorator 

colors 

Carrico 
home improvement co. 

for replacement windows, siding, patio enclosures 
awnings, guttering and insulation. 

639-6559 

MORE HAN EVER 
  

    
  

Parish——— 
 _classitied- 

St.Jude | 
HEIDENREICH | 

| We Phone Flowers Anywhere 
787-7241 | 

Sacred Heart 
MILLER’S 

REGAL MARKET 
“Serving the Southside Since 7 

| Terrace at Madison Avenue 
5320 Madison Ave. 
Member St Jude Parish ~The Telephone Flonst   

  

    Katesville 

WEBERDING’S 
CARVING SHOP, INC. 
HAND CARVIN PATTERN MAKING 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

R.R. NO. 3, BOX 117 

BATESVILLE, INDIANA 47006 

    EXPERIENCED 
TELEPHONE 
LAYWORKERS     

  

St.Simon |[ @ 
VICTOR PHARMACY | @® eveeow 

| St. Catherine 

| AERO Fc, | 4 

| 8057 E. 38th st 897-3990 

> os ws 

Christ the King 
“BUY THE BEST FOF 

eee Ma st | TE 
E. 52nd S 

FARMER’S 
JEWELRY & GIFT SHOP 

We ‘Buy Old Gold 

“STATE Wil 

786-0456 
jaan Plaza— 5250 N. Keystone 1729 SHELBY 

Phone: 255-8070    



  

VIEWING Wich ARNOLD 

terion, September 23, 1983 

‘Mr. Mom’ is 
classic Spelling 

by JAMES W. ARNOLD 

It’s long been certain that Aaron Spelling knows something 
that critics don’t know, because this awesomely successful 
producer of TV schlock (‘‘Charlies’s Angels,” “Fantasy 
Island,” “Love Boat” and others too risky to mention on a full 
stomach) has probably never had a good review. 

Now that he’s gotten together with 
David Begelman (of some notorious 
memory for movieland financial 
dealings) to produce a big-screen movie 
called “Mr. Mom,” his record seems 
likely to remain intact. “Mr. Bomb,” 
which is sort of a Burger King version of 
“Kramer vs. Kramer,” has had few 
upbeat reviews. I’ve ben trving to dodge it 
in travels all over the western U.S., as it 
slowly crept through suburban malls en 
route to its inevitable critical massacre in 
New York. But the usual Spelling spell 
took over, and by Labor Day it was the top box-office movie in 
America. No longer can it simply be ignored. 

“Mr. Mom” is obviously a 
role reversal comedy, a previously male-dominated 
classic and actually rather occupations, and many men 

tired genre that has recently ao becoming _ house- 
been born-again. This has fuiabande : 
happened not just because of [USbands, some motivated by 
the women’s movement but Choice and some by unem- 

ployment. The new because, in fact, many 

challenges to both sexes are a women are working in 

Let Yother Hubbard 
Clean Your Cupboard 

aa 

  

  

¢ General Cleaning « Walls &. 

  

    
« Windows as . ; 

Hubbard es ‘ MY 

Cleaning Services eS 

Call: 897-2436 DA 

potentially fertile source of 
satire and comedy. 

Since nearly all movies 
are made by men, most of 
these movies so far have 
concentrated on male 
problems of adaptation 
(‘‘Kramer,’’ ‘‘Author! 
Author!”’ and “‘Tootsie’”’) and 
few on women (‘Nine to 
Five”’). 

Men, in fact, have actually 
excelled at taking on 
traditional feminine roles. 
The point seems to be that, no 
matter what women do out 
there in the world, guys can 
do what women do without 
much trouble. 

That is also the basic 
message in “Mr. Mom,” 
although it takes the hero a 
bit longer to become Super- 
Mom. Most of the film 
describes his trials and 
triumphs. The heroine, in 
fact, goes to work in an ad- 
vertising agency, where 
women have been important 
and accepted professionals 
for years. Her main problem 
(predictably) is sexual 
harrassment, rather than 
adapting to the pressures of 
work. 

Thus the husband 
(Michael Keaton), laid off 
from his executive job at a 
Detroit auto plant, has more 
trouble than usual coping 
with basic household tasks, 
like caring for young 
children, getting them to 
school, shopping, cleaning 

and cooking. The central joke 
of the movie is his all-around 
klutziness, which is perhaps 
what audiences want to see. 

Keaton is a funny guy, in 
the Jack Lemmon tradition, 
but mostly he is portrayed 
like the fellow in bad TV 
commercials, putting too 
much soap in the washer or 
knocking over the displays in 
the supermarket. 

Keaton is also somewhat 
embarrassed by his new role, 
concerned with losing his 
macho image. This doesn’t 
quite fit the middle class 
setting—it would be much 
more typical of the working 
class, where sex roles are 
more rigidly defined. That is, 
men wash the dishes but not 
in aprons. 

In 1983, the average white 
collar husband probably does 
his own laundry, sews his own 
buttons, and calmly buys 
pantyhose for his wife at 
Walgreen’s. So what’s the big 
deal? 

The improbability doesn’t 
bother Spelling or his 
director, Stan Dragoti, who 
appropriately is a veteran of 
TV commercials. The 
decision has been made to 
make this a “mall movie”— 
in which the characters and 
settings will seem very 
familiar to the folks who 
wander into the multiplex 
after shopping at Sears or 
Radio Shack. 

So it’s about a nice 
suburban family confronting 
Hard Times in their pretty 
house with the white picket 
fence. The kids suffer from 
terminal cuteness; the big 
problems are with the ap- 
pliances and the aggressive 
divorcee who lives nearby. 
The only thing they don’t 
have is a dog or Gramps on 

the porch sipping lemonade. 
- And while the wife (Teri 

Garr) is terrific at her job, 
dreaming up the campaign 
that saves the big tuna fish 

   
  

  

The worst time to think 
about a funeral is when 
you have to! 

Pre-plan ahead 
\ sudden death in the family can be 
devastating unless you’ve made arrange- 
ments in advance Save grief —and money, 
too—by calling us now about pre-planning 
your funeral 

FEENEY-HORNAK 
MORTUARIES 

Shadeland—1307 N. Shadeland: 353-6101 
Keystone—7'1st at Keystone: 257-4271 

=% INDIANAPOLIS 

   
. \ 
Mike Feeney Mike Hornak       

  

PAUL S. COLLIGNON 

251-7659 
Specializing in Wills, Inheritance and Estates 

Consultation in your home 

Admitted to Practice since 1954     

PAPER ART’S FACTORY OUTLET 
We Specialize in Seconds, Returns, Over-Runs 

and Out-of-Line Paper Party Goods 

AT A 50% OR BETTER SAVINGS 
JUST FOR YOU 
  

SPECIAL FOR SEPTEMBER 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR 

HALLOWEEN 
(SILLY SALE CONTINUED) 

Gift wrap by the foot, yard or ream; Ribbons & Bows 
by the foot or piece; Hundreds of Candles all colors 
all lengths, tapers, votives — many scents 

Each purchase receives a FREE set of coasters 
(Prices You Must See to Believe) 

2 Ibs. of Napkins — $1.00 
  

Senior Citizens — 10% Discount 
GRAB BAGS — $1.00 each 
  

  

  

By the Piece, Pound, Pack or Case 
ais and Wedd 

All Occasion Paper Party Goods 

Bl 
3.N. ARLINGTON 

INDIANAPOLIS 

  

BELOW 
RETAIL 

947-3736 
ey   

i 
SWAPPING ROLES—Michael Keaton becomes chief cook 
and bottle washer presiding over home, hearth and three 
children as wife Teri Garr heads off to her new job in “Mr. 
Mom,” a Twentieth Century-Fox release. A host of television 
comedy actors make up the supporting cast including 
Christopher Lloyd, Mirriam Flynn, Jeffrey Tambor, Ann 

  

Jillian and Martin Mull. (NC photo) 

account, it’s mostly because take his job back. The up- 
of her in-depth experience as coming problem of both 
a housewife. parents working is faced as 

Her major activity is squarely as eve rything else— 

fighting off the advances of  thatis, not at all 

her conceited boss, un- A positive thing about 
derplayed (gratefully) by “Mr. Mom” is that both 
Martin Mull. Writer John Keaton and Garr resist 

  

   

    

Hughes (the National carnal temptations and 
Lampoon fellow who is over- remain faithful: the family 

employed this summer—he endures. But the P( ating     
also scripted “Vacation” and allows the usual number of 

“Class Reunion”) seems to double entendres, sexual 
be the master of a new genre teasing, and a gross, poin- 
we might call the Cliche tless sequence involving male 
Compilation. 

In the end, of course, 
Keaton cleans up his act (to 
the tune of the “Rocky” 

theme) and becomes the 
most efficient Mom since 

Dustin Hoffman; his ex- USCC rating 
employer also begs him to and adolescent 

Recent USCC Film Classifications 
rons Creeks. o.5s 5.26... os A-II, adolescents and 
Revenge of the Ninja.................. O, morally offensive 

Why Not 

NOW? 
Why wait until 

      

  

must 

purchase? Take the time to d 

important decision now, while 

discuss your chowe wath an ur 

While we still have 

mn for an appointment talk ab 

  

arrangements. We have mar 

QAUADLE 

We have given our Cai 

tinuous caring service, and cor 

prices for over 125 year 

  

Catholic families, let us helt 

pre-need arrangement 

Call NOW: 

784-4439       

  

 


