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As I sit to write this letter, the first of the new faith year, I 
pause for a moment to reflect on this being named the  
“Year of Saint Joseph.” 

We have been taught about the incredible love that Joseph 
had for Mary – an unwavering love that conquered over 
fear, doubt and even the customs of the times. The courage, 
loyalty and love he had for Mary is something that many 
people find difficult to comprehend. In his shoes, could you 
have overlooked pain and confusion and chosen to protect 
and honor your family? The difficult road laid for Joseph 
placed him exactly where he was meant to be and in the 
role he was destined for. I can only imagine what he must 
have felt as he witnessed the birth of his son, Jesus, and the 
strength he must have called upon to protect his family. 

In this newsletter you will read the story of Jesse, husband, 
and father, who, like Joseph, has his own internal struggle – 
in this case, while waiting in line during a mobile food pantry 
distribution. Sometimes in life we are placed in situations 
that we are not prepared to accept. Situations that have us 
asking, “How did I get here?” As a result, we can get angry, 
anxious, sad – we can question our faith and the plan that 
God has for us. Add to that the pressure of having a family 
that depends on you to provide the basic need of food and 

your emotions are quickly amplified. Jesse never imagined 
being in a situation like this, having to ask for help to feed 
his family. Still, no matter the shame or fear that he felt, he 
found the courage to ask for help. 

When we compare Joseph and Jesse, there are more 
similarities than you may initially think. Both men faced 
incredible circumstances that they did not expect. Both had 
to accept their own limitations in order to protect those they 
love. Their strength is quiet but inspiring – a strength that 
we should all admire. Putting aside pride and ego is not 
easy but these men did what was necessary to meet their 
obligations to family and to faith. 

We can all learn something from these two men and 
their examples of love, faith and charity when placed in 
challenging situations. By calling upon the courage and 
strength of Saint Joseph, let us be able to respond gracefully 
when we find ourselves asking, “How did I get here?”

Pacem in terris,

 
John C. Etling 
Agency Director

Director ‘s Letter

Dear Friends, 

SAVE THE DATE!
May 24th
OPENING DAY 
Wabash Valley Rubber Duck Regatta 

Our recent move, along with delays due to the COVID-19 pandemic, have caused a 
delay in receiving donations from our generous supporters. We apologize for the 
inconvenience this may cause and greatly appreciate your patience as we work 
through these delays.

Help us stock the shelves of the Christmas Store with Winter Clearance items!
Please call Danielle to schedule item drop-off 812-232-1447 Option 1



Since the beginning of the pandemic in March of 2020, Ryves Youth Center has 
been adapting its programs and services to continue to serve the community in 
the safest way possible. Even when this meant temporarily shutting the doors, 
staff offered daily meals ‘take-out’ style, TIME for Me mentors met with children 
virtually and children safely visited with staff outside of the Center when picking 
up lunches through a partnership with the Vigo County School Corporation.

When it became clear that COVID-19 would need to be considered for the long-
term, staff and volunteers at Ryves began brainstorming safe ways to achieve 
some sense of normalcy for the children. One such event that the youth have 
come to expect is the annual Christmas party. For 38 years, the Center has given 
the children of Ryves the fixings of a traditional Christmas.

After careful consideration, it was determined that a party would not be 
possible for 2020, but the spirit of Christmas was still alive! A giveaway took the 
place of a party and children were scheduled to walk through and choose from 
a wonderful assortment of gifts. After a hard year, full of uncertainties, it was 
instantly clear that these children were filled with excitement and gratitude 
upon receiving their Christmas gifts!

Each year this event is made possible by the generous donations of groups 
within the community. This year, the assortment of gifts and activities were 
unrivaled and the staff, volunteers and children of Ryves are extremely grateful. 
Thank you to the Terre Haute Children’s Museum, Ryves Community Optimist 
Club and personal donors who put smiles on the faces of 150 Ryves Youth!

As I sit here, alone in my car, I can’t help but wonder “How did I get here?” 

I have never done anything like this before, I didn’t know where to start. I called 
211, they said I could get food for my family at this thing called a mobile pantry. 
It has been over a month since that call. I kept putting it off, telling myself that 
we could hold for one more week – I kept hoping something would change. 

Now I’m here, in this line, waiting for 
food.

For me, being on time is very 
important, something that was 
engrained during my time in the 
military, so I arrived 2 hours early. 
I thought I would be first, but the 
parking lot is already full, and cars 
stretch around the block! How can this 
be? How did I get here? 

A woman seems to be giving 
instructions, I try and listen but cannot tell what is being said. I feel my anxiety 
rising, am I going to be unprepared? Was there something I missed? Am I even 
going to get food for my family?

The massive line starts to creep forward, and I pass a sign reading “Stay in your 
car” – a woman approaches, asking “How many are in your household? What is 
your zip code?” I am waiting with my ID and a utility bill, but she doesn’t ask for 
it. Then, in a calming voice she says, “Thanks for your patience, everyone here will 
get food.” Everyone. 

Now it’s my turn, I’m next in line! A man opens my car door and places a large box 
on the seat – I can see a carton of eggs, a gallon of milk, chicken, cheese, a bag of 
apples and a large bag of potatoes. “Thank you for coming and have a nice day!” 
one of the volunteers says, “we will be here again next month if you need us.” 

That’s it, it’s done. I feel like I held my breath the whole time, but the people were 
so kind and even under masks, you felt smiles.

I pull over and try to gather myself and my emotions, but I just keep thinking, 
how did I get here? I have always tried to be a helper and give back, but now it’s 
me having to ask, and man it’s hard! 

My wife and I both work hard for our family, but I got laid off when the University 
went “virtual” and they didn’t 
need custodial staff. My wife 
worked at a local store for 
years, but they were just 
forced to go out of business. I 
think about the family we’ve 
built - the five of us living in 
the home we have worked 
so hard for, now living off of 
rice, beans, spaghetti, canned vegetables, and bread. I worry about the toll this is 
taking on all of us. I cannot express in words the shame that I feel. I am so tired. 
Tired of this pandemic and what it has done to my family. 

I know I am not alone, but I get so frustrated when I hear “we are all in this 
together” because it does not feel that way to me. I am looking for work and I 
started a journal as something to help me cope with what is happening. I hope 
that someday all I will have left of this time will be memories but there are so 
many unknowns.

One thing I do know, this hard time, this pandemic, it has humbled me, more 
than I knew was possible. It has made me realize just what I would do to provide 
for my family. No matter how grateful I am for the help that we receive, no 
matter how I try to move forward, I can’t help but struggle with the question of 
“How did I get here?”

Providing a Glimmer of Hope at Christmas
 
The events of 2020 saw many families struggling with 
finances, job security, loss and illness, along with an increase 
in challenges for mental health. With all the unforeseen 
obstacles, the idea of a traditional Christmas celebration was 
both a glimmer of hope and an idea that seemed too hard 
to grasp.

This is where the Catholic Charities Christmas Store steps 
in. Volunteers work throughout the year to obtain, sort, 
and organize donated items like new clothes, household 
appliances, bedding and towels, toys and books, winter coats 
and the socks, underwear, and hygiene products that each 
family member will receive.

In a year where, for many, all hope seemed lost, the 
Christmas Store rallied volunteers who provided the tradition 
of Christmas to 410 households (1496 individuals)! The looks 
of happiness, tears of joy, and sighs of relief make the hard 
work of the year-long project all worth it.

The Disruptions of Moving
 
In August 2020, our development offices moved from 1801 Poplar St., our home of 10 
years, to the new Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank warehouse at 430 N 14th 
½ St. Our offices next to St. Patrick Church served us well, but the new Foodbank was 
built with office spaces for future expansion and so, to save money on rent and better 
steward our donations, we moved.

Moving always causes some disruption, but in no way did we anticipate the 
disruption that would be placed on our donors when we changed from a physical 
mailing address to a PO Box. The change, combined with the strain placed on the 
postal service during the COVID-19 pandemic and the increase of holiday mail, caused 
a significant delay in receiving donations – many as long as four weeks. Sadly, some 
donations were even returned to sender. 

Our goal is to always acknowledge your gift within 48 hours, but often within just 24 
hours your thank you letter will be in the mail. However, when gifts are caught or lost 
in the mail, it may appear that we are not showing you how grateful we are for your 
generosity and this is most definitely not the case. 

Our neighbors facing food insecurity would not receive food without you. 
Families without a safe place to live would not find refuge and a second 
chance at life at Bethany House without you. And children returning to an 
empty home afterschool would not find a safe haven to receive an evening 
meal, help with  homework and work with positive adult role models at 
Ryves Youth Center without you. Please know how much we genuinely value 
your partnership and generosity. 

Thank you for understanding and for partnering with us to create hope for children, families and seniors who are 
struggling in our communities. You are making a difference in the lives of our neighbors!

- Jennifer Buell
  Assistant Agency Director

The Spirit of Christmas Lives on at Ryves Youth Center

How Did I Get Here?

New Mailing Address:
PO Box 3318, Terre Haute, IN 47803

Jesse and his family live here in our 
community and stories like his have become 
common since COVID-19. As many as 40% of 
attendees to our distributions are seeking 
assistance for the very first time.


