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Catholic Community Foundation meeting highlights impr oving finances

By Brandon A. Evans

For the first time since at least the
1996-97 fiscal year, the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis ended a fiscal year with a
budget surplus.

Jeffrey Stumpf, chief financial officer
for the archdiocese, announced a budget
surplus of $213,000 for the 2004-05 fis-
cal year, which ended June 30, during
the annual meeting of the Catholic
Community Foundation (CCF) on Nov. 2

in Indianapolis.

The total budget for the archdiocese is
about $39 million.

Stumpf said he is expecting a similar
surplus for this fiscal year, but noted that
the surplus is still small—only half of
1 percent of the total budget.

Stumpf also announced that the num-
ber of CCF endowments has increased
from 284 to 305. The value of those
endowments increased from $105.8 mil-
lion to $129.3 million last year.

The annual return on the CCF's invest-
ments, he said, was 8.9 percent for last
year.

Each year, the CCF distributes funds
to all sorts of archdiocesan ministries
from its various endowments. In 2003-04,
$3.9 million was distributed. This past
fiscal year, $4.7 million was given to
help support parish, school and agency
ministries.

Among the challenges for this year's
archdiocesan budget were healthcare

CNS photo from Reuters

the twister hit, officials said.

EVANSVILLE, Ind. (CNS)—Bishop
Gerald A. Gettelfinger of Evansville
asked all parishes in the diocese to take
up special collectionsto help aid vic-
tims of the Nov. 6 tornado that killed at
least 23 people and demolished more
than 300 homes in southwestern
Indiana.

The special collections will build up
an assistance fund the diocese estab-
lished the day after the tornado cut a
20-mile swath eastward from northern

Robert Brown, right, helps his father-in-law, John Jackson, step out of the remains of his home of 40 years after a tornado ripped through the
Newburgh area of Evansville, Ind., on Nov. 6. The tornado killed more than 20 people and injured more than 100, many of whom were sleeping when

Diocese of Evansville asks all of its
parishes to aid tornado victims

Kentucky through Evansville to
Newburgh.

The Diocese of Evansville committed
an immediate $25,000 for direct assistance
to victims. Catholic Charities USA com-
mitted an additional $15,000.

The diocese includes 70 parishesin
12 counties of southwestern Indiana,
including Vanderburgh and Warrick coun-
ties, where the tornado struck about 2 am.
on Nov. 6.

St. Mary’s Medical Center in Evansville

was among the area hospitals that took
in more than 100 people injured in the
storm.

“Qur condolences have been offered
to all the families who have lost mem-
bers, whose lives can never be brought
back,” said Bishop Gettelfinger in a
statement. “Nonetheless, we will con-
tinue to reach out to them in their
untold grief.

“Homes can be rebuilt, but

| See TORNADO, page 7|

Archbishop Buechlein to lead vocations retreat

By Sean Gallagher

Men who are considering the possihil-
ity that God is calling them to the priest-
hood have a chance to pray about this
with Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein a a
vocations retreat at Our Lady of Fatima
Retreat House on Nov. 18-19.

Thisisthe third year that the arch-
bishop has hosted the retreat. It is open to
men from their senior year in high school

to age 50.

Father Eric Johnson, archdiocesan
vocations director, described the upcom-
ing retreat as an opportunity for partici-
pants “to step back alittle bit from their
day-to-day lives and spend alittle bit of
time with othersin prayer and in discern-
ment to try to come to a greater under-
standing of where God might be calling
them, particularly with regards to the
priesthood.”

During the two-day retreat, the arch-
bishop and an archdiocesan seminarian
will share their vocation stories. The arch-
bishop will aso offer conferences on
prayer that will aim to give the partici-
pants tools that they can use in their own
discernment.

In addition to the conferences, the
retreat will include Mass, the Liturgy of
the Hours, eucharistic adoration and an

See VOCATIONS, page 7

costs, higher construction and property
insurance costs, school operating costs,
parish deficits and an accrued amount of
archdiocesan deficits from the mid-
1990s of nearly $10 million, Stumpf
said.

Those challenges, though, were bal-
anced out by several strengths, he said.
Among them, strong parish giving, sup-
port for the United Catholic Appeal,
deficit help from a new center-city

Does a fetus
feel pain?
Hearing tries to
SOrt out views

WASHINGTON (CNS)—In aHouse
hearing room recently, much of the dis-
cussion focused on the meanings of the
words “feels’ and “pain.”

Is pain “a subjective sensory and emo-
tional experience that requires the pres-
ence of consciousness,” as a recent article
in the Journal of American Medical
Association defined it? Or does pain
instead depend on certain physiological
and behavioral responses to stimuli? Or
does it have to do primarily with brain
development?

Answers to those questions could make
all the difference to women considering an
abortion—and to their unborn children—if
ameasure pending in the House becomes
law.

The Unborn Child Pain Awareness
Act of 2005, introduced in January by
Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., got itsfirst
hearing on Nov. 1 before the
Subcommittee on the Constitution of the
House Judiciary Committee.

The legislation would require medical
professionals to inform women seeking
abortions—if their unborn child has
reached “a probable stage of development
of 20 weeks after fertilization”—that there
is “substantial evidence that the [abortion]
will cause the unborn child pain, and that
the mother has the option of having pain-
reducing drugs administered directly to
the child”

Sen. Sam Brownback, R-Kan., has
introduced a similar measure in the

See FETUS, page 8
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Archdiocesan Mass honors couples married 50 years or mor e

By Brandon A. Evans

More than 164 couples celebrating
50 years or more of marriage turned out to
celebrate a special Golden Wedding
Anniversary Mass on Nov. 5 at SS. Peter
and Paul Cathedral in Indianapoalis.

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein was
the principal celebrant at the Mass at
which the couples renewed their marriage
vows and received a special blessing from
the archbishop.

The archbishop also personally greeted
and gave a gift to each of the 21 couples
celebrating 60 or more years of marriage.

The couples at the Mass represented
more than 8,800 combined years of mar-
riage.

Imagine what a lonely person looking
for someone to care would find if they
came into the cathedral, Archbishop
Buechlein said during his homily.

“Would they not find an answer to their
seeking?’ he asked. “How did these beau-
tiful couples manage to find a love that
could last 50, 60, maybe even 70 years?
How could they do thisin an age when so
many marriages come apart?

“The fact that you're here this afternoon
says that when all is said and done, the
meaning of your life together, the meaning
of your love for each other and the trust
that you have for each other had to be
rooted in God. You have needed God's
blessing on your marriage over and over
again,” Archbishop Buechlein said.

“In your own words, | think you would
tell us that one of the secrets of a happy
marriage is the commitment to have God
as your mutual third partner,” he said.

St. Luke parishioner Genevieve
Claypool of Indianapolis, who has been
married to her husband, Edward, for
67 years, said that their faith kept them

together, and that being able to celebrate
so many years of marriage is unbelievable.

Her husband jokingly said that to keep
young couples together they should be
locked in the house so that they learn to
get aong.

Holy Family parishioner Chester Hublar
of New Albany, who has been married to
his wife, Cecelia, for 67 years, said that
there are alot of distractions for younger
couples.

His advice for young couplesis turn off
thetelevision.

Asfor histime being married, Hublar
said that it doesn’t seem to have been as
long as it has. Once you get past the first
50 years, he said, you've got it made.

Too often, young people today,
Claypool said, don’t take their wedding
vows seriously enough.

“No couple’s love on the day of their
wedding is enough for alifetime,”
Archbishop Buechlein said, “because love
is not static—love is a decision that grows
and is pruned and is tempered by life's
experiences.”

Family and friends, he said, help mar-
ried couples continually nurture that love
and trust that cements their marriage.

“Astheir family and friends, we
promise to continue to support them, not
just this afternoon, but in the good times
and in bad, in sickness and in health, al
the days of their lives,” he said.

He also called husbands and wives to
continue giving their love, not just to each
other, but to all those around them in need.

“That, my dear friends, is what we
mean when we say marriage is a sacra-
ment of the love of God,” the archbishop
said. “God's love takes flesh and reaches
out to others through your married love.
Your vocation is to share your love with
family and neighbors.”

Chester and
Cecelia Hublar,
members of Holy
Family Parish in
New Albany, who
have been mar-
ried for 67 years,
accept a gift from
the archbishop
during the
Golden Wedding
Anniversary
Mass. Twenty-one
couples in atten-
dance had been
married for at
least 60 years.

Correction

In an article in the Nov. 4 issue of The
Criterion, the address for the perpetual
adoration chapel at St. Vincent de Paul
Parish in Bedford was listed incorrectly.
The correct address is 1723 | St., Bedford.
For more information about the chapel,
call Cathy Andrews at 812-279-5814. T

Photos by Brandon A. Evans

Robert and Elizabeth Foor, member of St. Joseph Parish in Rockville, who have been married for
62 years, accept a gift from Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein during the archdiocese’s annual Golden
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Nov. 5 at SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral in Indianapolis.

St. Mary parishioners John and Eleanor Weishach of Greensberg, who have been married for 65 years,
are greeted by the archbishop during the Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass. More than 160 couples
who have been married at least 50 years attended the liturgy and reception.

Again this year, The Criterion
invites readers to submit personal holi-
day memories for inclusion in the
annual Christmas Supplement, which
will be published in the Dec. 23 issue.

Christmas memories should be brief
stories related to faith, family and
friends. They may be written about

Readers may share Christmas memories

humorous or serious topics.

Submissions should include the
writer's name, address, parish and tele-
phone number, and should be mailed to
The Criterion, PO. Box 1717,
Indianapolis, IN 46206 or sent by
e-mail in care of criterion@archindy.org
by the Dec. 5 deadline. T
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Catholics celebrate feast day of St. Martin de Porr es

By Mary Ann Wyand

The Lord speaks to us in many special
ways and calls us to worship together
regardless of the color of our skin and our
culture, Franciscan Father Arturo
Ocampo, pastor of St. Patrick Parishin
Indianapolis, told several hundred people
during the archdiocese's second annual
St. Martin de Porres feast day Mass on
Nov. 2 at St. Gabriel Church in
Indianapolis.

Hispanic and African-American
Catholics share a devotion to St. Martin
de Porres, and his feast day was an oppor-
tunity to bring Catholics from different
cultures and archdiocesan parishes
together in prayer and song.

For the second year, Divine Word
Father Stephan Brown, pastor of St. Rita
Parish in Indianapalis, was the principal
celebrant for the Mass sponsored by the
archdiocesan Commission for Multi-
cultural Ministry.

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein sent
his greetings because he was not feeling
well last week.

Several Catholics from Peru donated
an ornate banner and icon of St. Martin
de Porres to the archdiocese, which was
placed near the altar during the feast day
Mass. The banner was handmade by Juan
Migel Diaz Carbagjar, a Catholic from
Lima, Peru, who isrelated to St. Mary
parishioner Jamie Torpoco of Indian-
apolis.

The Mass celebrated the life of
St. Martin de Porres, who was born in
Lima, Peru, to a freed black woman from
Panama and a Spanish nobleman. He
devoted himself to good works, and was
known for his humility, forgiveness and
concern for justice. He founded an
orphanage, organized fundraising events
to gather money for the poor and needy,
and housed the poor and the sick.

It is said that, when criticized for giv-
ing up his bed to a sick man, he replied,
“Compassion, my dear brother, is prefer-
able to cleanliness. Reflect that with alit-
tle soap | can easily clean my bedcovers,
but even with atorrent of tears | would
never wash from my soul the stains that
my harshness toward the unfortunate
would create.”

St. Martin de Porres was known as
“Martin of Charity” and is the patron
saint of nurses and health care assistants.
He was canonized by Pope John XXI11 on
May 6, 1962 at the Vatican for standing
up to racism and injustice, comforting the
sick, and providing food, clothing and
medicine to the poor.

“1 want the Word to nourish me for the
rest of my life,” Father Arturo said in his
homily. “The Lord is preparing a meal for
you right now. It's the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ that is being pre-
pared for you.”

But there’'s alot of work to be done, he
said, to bring Hispanic and African-

Photo by Mary Ann Wyand

Catholics from many parishes
in the Indianapolis area sing
during the procession as a
handmade banner of St. Martin
de Porres is carried up the
aisle at St. Gabriel Church in
Indianapolis on Nov. 2 to begin
an archdiocesan observance of
his feast day. The eucharistic
liturgy and reception was
sponsored by the archdioce-
san Commission for
Multicultural Ministry. The ban-
ner was made by Juan Migel
Diaz Carbajar, a Catholic from
Lima, Peru, who has relatives
living in the archdiocese. It
was donated to the archdio-
cese by a group of Peruvian
Catholics.

American Catholics together to celebrate
the eucharistic liturgy as members of one
faith community and as neighbors.

St. Martin de Porres was not accepted
by his Spanish brothers and sisters
because of his African mother, Father
Arturo said, and biracial people were
ostracized at the time.

He was a brother but other members of
his religious community did not appreciate
him, Father Arturo said. “But he aways
responded with humility and with asmile”

In his homily, Father Arturo also paid
tribute to the late Rosa Parks, a black
woman who refused to give up her bus
seat to awhite man on Dec. 1, 1955, in
Montgomery, Ala.

Her action that day galvanized the civil
rights movement, and led to a Supreme
Court ruling banning segregation on city
public transit vehicles. She died on
Oct. 24 at age 92 in Detroit and was
mourned by countless Americans.

“We make a big deal out of it and we
better,” Father Arturo said. “We better
remember what this woman did. We have
to remember what St. Martin de Porres
did—just like what Rosa Parks did—and
we cannot forget it. She sat down for jus-
tice. You, my brothers and sisters, have to
stand up for justice.”

Thereisalot of work to be donein
Indianapolis, he said, to resolve problems
in the community and to promote reconcili-
ation between people of different cultures.

“There should be tears in our eyes
because we are not in fact celebrating
Mass together,” Father Arturo said.
“There are problems between our brothers
and sisters of brown skin and brown skin.
What's the difference? We are brothers
and sisters. We have one Father. All of us
belong to the same family.”

Many people responded with an
“Amen.”

Pointing to an icon of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on his stole, Father Arturo
called her his mother.

“Thisis Miss Mexico of 1531, he
said, “and don’t you forget it. Not only is
she Miss Mexico, she is the Empress of
the Americas. She is our mother because
she has given birth to Jesus in this world.
Sheis your mother, and she is mine.”

God offers us richness in the Eucharist,
Father Arturo said. “That is the food that
you and | need. Let us build bridges
between brothers and sisters. You and |
have alot of work to do. Let us love one
another. What is the greatest command-
ment? You shall love the Lord your God
with your whole heart, with your whole
soul, and with your whole mind.”

If you follow that commandment, he
said, there won't be any room for the
devil in your life.

St. Martin de Porres was called “Friar
Broom” in Spanish, Father Arturo said.
“That broom is going to help us free our
minds, our hearts, our community, our
Church. That broom is going to help usto
begin to build a community where broth-
ers and sisters of color can live as sons
and daughters of the one God. You have a
brother, and | do too, and his name is
sweet. His name is Jesus. He's right here
so get out the tissues and rejoice in the
Lord always”
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“Healing Life’s Hurts”

Annual Charismatic Retreat
Fr. Noel Mueller, OSB
December 2-4, 2005

Daily living with others can be demanding and hurtful. This
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Faith and Society/Douglas W. Kmiec

Abortion and privacy rights

In evaluating nominees to the
U.S. Supreme Court, some Senate mem-

The purpose of a
Catholic university

oly Cross Father John Jenkins has

begun his presidency of the
University of Notre Dame with a bold
statement: “My presidency will be dri-
ven by a wholehearted commitment to
uniting and integrating these two indis-
pensable and wholly compatible
strands of higher learning: academic
excellence and religious faith.”

We applaud Father Jenkins' vision. It
isfully consistent with Notre Dame's
founding purpose. It continues the work
of his predecessors during the past 163
years. But, above dl, it isthe kind of
countercultural witness that we desper-
ately need today—when the forces of a
secular, atheistic humanism confront
diverse forms of blind or unreasoned
religious fundamentalism.

According to Father Jenkins, “A
Catholic university rejects a faith that
trumps all claims of reason and rejects
arationalism that pre-empts all claims
of truth. Instead, a Catholic university
is a place where scholarly inquiry
based on reason engages a theological
tradition grounded in revelation.”

God created human beingsin his
image and likeness, and he has given
us the power to think, to discover, to
know and to understand. To fulfill our
mission as children of God, and to
grow in holiness, we must develop our
minds. We must use them to learn
more about God, about the wondrous
world God has made, and about our-
selves as stewards of al creation.

At the same time, Christians believe
that God has spoken to us definitively
in the person of Jesus Christ (the incar-
nate Word of God). The voice of faith
speaks the truth—telling us who we
are and who we are called to become.
Reason uninformed by faith is severely
limited. It takes us only so far in the
quest for wisdom and understanding.
And it invariably distorts al efforts to
find real and lasting solutions to the
problems that confront us today—and
every day—including war, poverty,
stewardship of our environment, spiri-
tual hunger and hopel essness among
people of all nations, races and socio-
economic classes.

In hisinaugural address as president
of the University of Notre Dame
(Sept. 23, 2005), Father Jenkins called
attention to three principles that define
a Catholic university:

1. Knowledge is good in itself and
should be pursued for its own sake.

2. There is a deep harmony between
faith and reason.

3. The role of community and the
call to service are central to Christian
life.

“At Notre Dame, we have much to
be proud of in our embrace of these
principles,” Father Jenkins said. “But
complacency has never characterized

this university and it must not now.
During my presidency, we will give
fresh emphasis to the distinctive
strengths of Notre Dame, and we will
build on these strengths as we move
toward a pre-eminent position among
the world's universities.”

All Hoosiers have reason to be
proud of Notre Dame’s accomplish-
ments during the past 163 years. The
university that would become Notre
Dame started out in Vincennes (when
it was the diocesan see for all of
Indiana and Illinois). Its founder,
Holy Cross Father Edward Sorin,
wanted the new college to be “the
most powerful means for doing good
in this country.”

Like Saint Meinrad School
of Theology, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College, Marian College and al the
other Catholic colleges and universities
in Indiana, Notre Dame was founded
“from the heart of the Church.” (ex
corde ecclesiae, in the words of the
late Pope John Paul 11). Their purpose,
according to Father Jenkins, isto be“a
place of higher learning that plays host
to world-changing teaching and
research, but where technical knowl-
edge does not outrun moral wisdom,
where the goal of education isto help
students live a good human life, where
our restless quest to understand the
world not only lives in harmony with
faith but is strengthened by it.”

We celebrate the University of
Notre Dame's new era of leadership
and the conversation that will continue
on the South Bend campus between
faith and reason. We agree with Father
Jenkins that this dialog will challenge
some intellectual's who see no need to
acknowledge the claims of religious
faith. We also agree that a Catholic
university that is true to its mission
will reject “a complacent and false
understanding of faith.”

In Truth and Tolerance: Christian
Belief and World Religions, Cardinal
Jospeh Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict
XV1) wrote: “Christian faith is not a
system. It cannot be portrayed as a
complete, finished intellectual con-
struction. It is a path, and it is charac-
teristic of a path that it only becomes
recognizable if you enter on it and start
following it.”

Catholic universities exist to help
humanity discover and follow the path
to truth and holiness. In the words of
Father Jenkins, “Thisis our goal. Let
no one ever again say that we dreamed
too small.” t

— Danidl Conway
(Daniel Conway is a member of the

editorial committee of the board of
directors of Criterion PressInc.) T

bers seem greatly
concerned with the
right to privacy. Since
the text of the Consti-
tution doesn’t men-
tion the term “pri-
vacy,” what isthis
about?

The standard
White House answer

is the need to avoid
justices who will legislate from the
bench; the equally standard Democrat
answer is the desire to select the oppo-
site—justices who will legislate from the
bench, at least with respect to abortion.

Neither side, of course, mentions the
A-word, but everyone knows that privacy
has long been abortion’s political dis-
guise.

The legal root of the privacy-abortion
nexus is claimed to be the case of
Griswold vs. Connecticut (1965). Fairly
read, Griswold did no more than invali-
date a statute prohibiting the use of con-
traceptives. Connecticut sought to justify
the law as a reasonable means of discour-
aging infidelity—not a bad objective, but
a highly unworkable means.

No one could envision police in the
marital bedroom looking for signs of
contraceptive use.

While there is much wandering about
in the opinion regarding privacy and
rights formed from the “penumbras’ of
other rights, Griswold was more pro-mar-
riage than pro-privacy. Religious instruc-
tion could and should promote fidelity,
but, the court speculated, the most state
law could be expected to do is regulate
the sale or manufacture of contraceptives,
not interfere with the internal marital
union itself.

John Roberts proclaimed Griswold
“settled law,” and that’s why—besides
charm and talent—he is now chief
justice.

Harriet Miers, who withdrew from
consideration for the court, was treated
far less kindly. Not surprisingly, she was
faulted for not clearly proclaiming
Griswold fealty. Her hesitation may have
been that of a practical lawyer who
knows that while Griswold itself is
unproblematic, the opinion has been
greatly misused, and its most profound
misapplication is as a prop for abortion.

| don’'t know if Miers questionnaire had
al the “ts’ crossed or not, but for my
money that was careful lawyering.

Griswold was first misapplied in
Eisenstadt vs. Baird (1972) to strike
down a Massachusetts law penalizing the
distribution of contraceptives to unmar-
rieds. Suddenly marriage was no big
deal. Out of nowhere, Justice William
Brennan asserted that “the marital couple
is not an independent entity, but ... two
individuals,” and individuals have a right
to be free of “government intrusion.”

The argument has some obvious flaws,
not the least its potential for elevating
individuals over law and community gen-
erally; al one needs is an unelected judge
who thinks a democratically chosen law
is“too intrusive”

Of course, Eisenstadt hardly followed
precedent. As then Chief Justice Warren
Burger pointed out in dissent, Griswold,
dealing with marriage and a limitation on
use, hardly could be “controlling author-
ity” for unmarrieds and a law regulating
distribution.

The very next year, the court invented
the abortion right in Roe vs. Wade (1973).

Without analysis, out came Griswold’'s
penumbras again, with Justice Harry
Blackmun finding this pro-marriage deci-
sion to stand for aright of sexual privacy
or liberty; he didn’t know which, but he
was darn sure the right is “broad enough
to encompass a woman'’s decision
whether or not to terminate her preg-
nancy.”

The penumbras of Griswold in defi-
ance of its actual holding roll on. Today,
this obscure and dated “privacy ruling”
has been used to sanction homosexual
sodomy and, perhaps ironicaly given its
actual pro-marriage beginning, same-sex
unions.

Reflecting on the abuse of Griswold
and the overstated abortion-privacy claim
that sprung from it, the one-time Earl
Warren clerk and Stanford Law Dean
John Hart Ely wrote: “[Roe is] avery bad
decision. ... It is bad because it is bad
constitutional law, or rather becauseit is
not constitutional law and gives almost
no sense of an obligation to try to be”

Of course, Ely can say that openly
now because he's dead and hasn’t been
nominated for the Supreme Court.

(Douglas W. Kmiec is a columnist for
Catholic News Service.) T

Spirituality for Today/rr. John Catoir
Does God still love this person?

“1 am deeply troubled,” a reader
recently wrote, “and need your help. |
have spent my life
trying to be a good
Catholic: receiving
the sacraments, giv-
ing to my Church,
showing acts of kind-
ness. ... | love my
Church and believe in
the Nicene Creed.”

But, the reader

said, “I see both sides
on many issues—Iike birth control, mar-
ried clergy, etc. ... When | read articles
that suggest that Catholics who are not in
full compliance with the teachings of the
Church should leave the Church that they
love, | become sad. Doesn’t our Lord
love us al even though we try so hard to
understand? | know there are millions
like me. If you can provide any advice, |
would appreciate it.”

Hereis my reply:

Dear Brother in Christ,

Yes, our Lord does love us al aswe
try to do the right thing, even unbelievers.
Trust in his mercy. Don’t even think
about leaving, no matter what anyone
says. You are an important part of our

community of faith. If you are troubled,
find a good priest to talk with about your
concerns.

Hereis alittle principle from moral
theology which has stood the test of time.
| hope it helps you: Unity in necessary
things, freedom in doubtful things and
charity in all things.

In order for the Church to remain true
to Jesus Christ, she must remain faithful
to his core teachings. Doctrinal integrity
is essential if the Church isto be the
same for people in every century. She
can’'t change from century to century to
satisfy the logical objections of each age.
This requires constancy and clarity in
meatters of doctrine.

Unity in “necessary things’ means that
each of us must try to make the leap of
faith even when to do so seemsto go
against logic. Many refuse to believe that
God is love; they feel it doesn’t make
sense in the wake of a tsunami or
Katrina. But we are not rationalists who
demand evidence before we believe. The
leap of faith transcends logic because it is
theological. It based on revelation, not
human logic.

You say you accept the Creed. That

| See CATOIR, page 12 |
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SEEKING THE
FACE OF THE LORD

BUSCANDO LA

CARA DEL SENOR

God has given each of us a specific
vocation in this world

t one time, | could count well
oner 100 first cousins. Of course,

as the years go by our number is
beginning to dwindle. Both sides of our
family have strong German-Catholic
roots. Like many families, we continue to
celebrate family reunions on aregular
basis. Last August, it was the reunion for
the Blessinger cousins—my mom'’s side
of the family. Despite the large numbers,
we all know each other still, even as age
istaking its toll. We enjoy the visit and
trade stories of our childhood and youth.

We have managed to keep in touch
over the years, mostly by Christmas
cards and letters. There has been one
exception. After | became a bishop, one
of my cousins, whom | didn’t know so
well because she was older than me,
began to write to me at frequent intervals
to assure me of her prayers. Like her, her
letters were very simple accounts of what
was going on in her family.

She would also keep me informed of
what was happening in the families of
her sisters and brothers. And she wanted
to know if | was doing OK. More
recently, her letters had stopped coming,
and | wondered why. | saw her at our
reunion and saw that because of health
issues sheis no longer able to write.

Recently, while confirming young peo-
plein one of our southern Indiana
parishes, | was happy to greet her son and
his family. | was reminded to send my
faithful writing cousin a note to let her
know that | continue to think of her and
pray for her. She had been so faithful in
keeping in contact with me; now it is my
turn to assure her of my prayers.

As my November thoughts turn to
saints I've known in my lifetime, | could
mention a number of cousins who have
been and are a simple inspiration for me
and many others. My letter-writing cousin
stands out as an example of afaithful
wife and mother who lives faith in atruly
simple way. | am not naming her because,
in her shyness and humility, she would be
mortified.

But as | think of the different lay voca-
tionsin the world, I think of this cousin.
Sheis an example of countless unsung
people who live their Catholic faithin a
straightforward yet humble manner in the
home, in the family, in the neighborhood.
Sheis aloving wife and mother, and
worked hard all her life to help make a
home for her husband and son.

She has been a presence in her parish
community—mostly present and working
in the shadows because she is shy and

unassuming. At parish picnics, she would
be one of those parishioners washing
dishes in the kitchen; she would prefer to
be one of the “anonymous’ people who
help clean the parish church. She would
be at parish gatherings even though,
because of her shy nature, she was
inclined to stay at home.

When we think of the vocation of the
laity, we tend to overlook the fundamen-
tal essence of vocation. We tend to think
of the more visible roles that serve the
liturgical celebrations or parish commit-
tees or other forms of public servicein
the parish.

The fact is each one of us has been
called from all eternity to fulfill adivine
vocation. By God's Providence, we have
been brought into life. | agree with the
comment that no one has been born by
accident. God created the soul of each
and every one of us. Through the sacra-
ment of baptism, we have been initiated
into intimate life with God. He has

“commissioned us; He has put his seal
upon us and given us his Spirit in our
hearts as a guarantee” (2 Cor 1:21-22).

However humble it may be, every one
of us has a specific work to accomplishiin
thislife and God has prepared a place for
usin heaven. Within the universal cal to
holiness, God has given each of us a spe-
cific vocation by which we can make a dif-
ference in the world right where we live.

For some of us, the specific vocation is
public and visible. For others, in fact |
would say for most, like for my cousin,
the specific vocation is largely unseen
and unsung. Sometimes | think that more
often than not the unseen among us may
well live amore saintly life. But the real
point is that the Christian vocation is not
just filled by the more visible ecclesia
roles, important as these are.

God points out a personal path to his
love—it is our unique way to journey to
the house of the Father. T

Archbishop Buechlein’s intention for vocations for November

Catholic high schools: that they may be a continued sour ce for promoting the Catholic
values of service and giving of one’s life as a gift for others, especially as priests or

religious.

Dios nos ha dado a cada uno una vocacion
especifica en este mundo

tar més de 100 primos hermanos.

Por supuesto, a medida que pasan
los afios esa cifra comienza a mermar.
Ambas partes de nuestra familia tienen
fuertes raices germano-catélicas. Al igual
gue muchas otras familias, continuamos
celebrando reuniones familiares con regu-
laridad. En agosto fue la reunion de los
primos Blessinger, el lado materno de mi
familia. A pesar de o numerosos, todavia
nos conocemos entre todos, no obstante el
paso inexorable del tiempo. Disfrutamos
la reunidn e intercambiamos historias de
nuestra nifiez y de la adolescencia.

Hemos logrado mantenernos en con-
tacto durante todos estos afios, principal -
mente por medio de tarjetas de Navidad y
cartas. Ha habido una excepcion. Después
de que me hice obispo, una de mis primas
aquien no conocia muy bien porque era
mayor gque yo, comenzé a escribirme con
cierta frecuencia para hacerme sentir sus
oraciones. Al igual que €ella, sus cartas
eran relatos muy sencillos de lo que
sucedia en su familia.

También me mantenia informado de lo
que ocurria en las familias de sus her-
manas 'y hermanos. Y queria saber si yo
estaba bien. Hace poco sus cartas habian
dejado de llegar y me preguntaba por qué.
Lavi en nuestrareunién y percibi que,
debido a motivos de salud, ya no puede
escribir.

Recientemente, mientras confirmaba
jévenes en una de nuestras parroquias del
sur de Indiana, me alegré saludar a su hijo

E n agliin momento pude llegar a con-

y asu familia. Esto me recordé enviarle a
mi prima fiel una nota para que supiera
gue yo continuaba pensando y rezando
por ella. Ellahasido tan leal alahorade
mantenerse en contacto conmigo, que
ahora es mi turno de hacerle sentir mis
oraciones.

Mientras mis pensamientos de noviem-
bre van para los santos que he conocido
en vida, podria mencionar a varios primos
gue han sido y son una sencilla
inspiracién parami y para muchos otros.
Mi prima epistolar resalta como un gjem-
plo de esposay madre devota quien ha
vivido lafe de una manera verdadera-
mente sencilla. No la nombro porque,
debido a su timidez y humildad, se morti-
ficaria

Pero cuando pienso en las diversas
vocaciones laicas en el mundo, pienso en
esta prima. Ella constituye un ejemplo de
todas las personas que pasan
desapercibidas y viven su fe catdlica de
manera categoéricay a mismo tiempo
humilde, en sus hogares, en su familia, en
su urbanizacion. Ella es una esposay una
madre amorosay trabajé muy duro toda
su vida para ayudar a construir un hogar
para su esposo Yy su hijo.

Ella ha tenido una presenciaen su
comunidad parroquial, mayormente a
través de su asistenciay de su labor tras
bastidores porque es timida y sin preten-
siones. En los picnic de la parroquia es de
aquellas parroquianas que lava platos en
la cocina; prefiere ser de las personas
“andnimas’ que ayudan alimpiar laigle-

siadelaparroquia. Ibaalas reuniones de
la parroquia, a pesar de que, debido a su
naturaleza timida, preferia quedarse en
casa.

Cuando pensamos en las vocaciones de
|os seglares solemos pasar por ato la
esencia fundamental de la vocacion.
Generalmente pensamos més en |os pape-
les evidentes que desempefian aquellos
gue sirven en las celebraciones litdrgicas
0 en los comités parroquiales, o cualquier
otra forma de servicio publico en la par-
roquia.

El hecho es que cada uno de nosotros
harecibido el [lamado de toda la
eternidad para cumplir con una vocacion
divina. Por la Providencia de Dios se nos
hatraido alavida. Estoy de acuerdo con
|a aseveracion de que nadie nace por acci-
dente. Dios cred €l ama de todos 'y cada
uno de nosotros. Por medio del sacra-
mento del bautismo se nos ha iniciado en
una vida estrechamente vinculada a Dios.
El es“el que nosungioy el que nos
marcé con su selloy nos dio en arras €l
Espiritu en nuestros corazones’ (2 Co
1:21-22)

Cada uno de nosotros tiene una tarea
especifica que cumplir en estavida, sin
importar o humilde que sea, y Dios nos

ha destinado un lugar en €l cielo. Dentro
del llamado universal ala santidad, Dios
nos ha entregado a cada uno de nosotros
una vocacion especifica por la cual
podemos marc