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By Jennifer Del Vechio

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis is set-
ting a standard for how religious education
is taught.

That standard includes a revised and
enhanced religion curriculum for Catholic
schools and religious education programs, a
test to make sure students are learning the
Catholic faith, and an obligation to use reli-
gious textbooks that are in conformity with
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Behind it all is an archbishop who is
stating clearly what he expects.

“I am asking that every parish and every
school in the archdiocese implement this
curriculum as best you can,” said

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein.
The archbishop endorsed the millennium

edition of the arch-
diocese’s religious
curriculum at a 
Feb. 21 meeting in
Indianapolis. More
than 300 priests,
nuns, directors of
religious education
and educators
attended the event.

At its heart is
giving teachers a
well-established
guide to what cur-

riculum standards need to be taught and the

use of textbooks that are in conformity with
Church teaching.

While many elementary textbooks have
been officially endorsed for use, there is
still work to be done with secondary text-
books, Archbishop Buechlein said.

“I want to remark that some of the most
popular secondary series are the most defi-
cient,” he said. “The issue is a matter of
doctrinal deficiency. I hope you will agree
that to present catechesis that is seriously
flawed is an injustice to our students and
their parents.”

To counter secondary religious text-
books that are not in conformity with the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, the
archdiocese has outlined standards in the

Archdiocese issues ‘enhanced’ religious education curriculum

New Cardinals

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—
Presiding over three days of
pageantry and prayer at the
Vatican, Pope John Paul II
created 44 new cardinals—
the largest group ever—and
asked them to help guide the
Church with humility and
holiness.

At a sunlit ceremony—
called a consistory—in
St. Peter’s Square Feb. 21,
he handed red hats to the
cardinals and, after embrac-
ing them one by one, urged
them to be “fearless wit-
nesses” of the Gospel in
every corner of the earth.

The pontiff gave them
each a gold ring at a Mass
the next day to symbolize
their special bond of commu-
nion with Rome. He said he
was counting on them to help
the Church “overcome the
storms of the world” and
become “a sign and instru-

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Only days
after creating 44 new cardinals, Pope
John Paul II has convened a meeting in
May of the entire College of Cardinals for
a wide-ranging discussion on the Church
in the third millennium.

The encounter, called an “extraordi-
nary consistory,” will cover issues raised
in the pope’s post-Jubilee document,
“Novo Millennio Ineunte” (“At the
Beginning of the New Millennium”),

Pope asks new cardinals
to guide Church with
humility and holiness

Italian Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, left, reacts as Pope John Paul II
approaches the new cardinals at the consistory Feb. 21 in St. Peter’s Square. At
right is Vietnamese Cardinal Francois Xavier Nguyen Van Thuan.
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ment of unity for all
humankind.”

The new cardinals
included the heads of major
archdioceses, Vatican offi-
cials, eminent theologians
and one longtime personal
friend of the pontiff, as well
as several Church leaders
who were persecuted or hin-
dered by authorities during
their pastoral careers.

They came from 27 coun-
tries and five continents—a
geographical mix that the
pope said highlighted the
Church’s global presence in
the 21st century.

Three Americans were
among those cheered by
friends, family and faithful as
they knelt before the pope:
Cardinals Edward M. Egan of
New York, Theodore E.
McCarrick of Washington
and Avery Dulles, a Jesuit

Cardinals to hold ‘extraordinary’ meeting on Church’s future
which outlined the Church’s path in the
21st century, the Vatican announced
Feb. 26.

The meeting, the sixth consultative
session of the College of Cardinals during
Pope John Paul’s pontificate, will take
place May 21-24. The last such meeting
was held in 1994 and dealt with the
Church’s strategy on abortion and plan-
ning for the Jubilee year.

Honduran Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez

Maradiaga said the encounter would no
doubt touch upon internal Church issues
and broader social justice questions.

In recent years, some cardinals have
suggested that the time was right for a
council or international gathering of
bishops to discuss persistent pastoral
problems in the Church, like the short-
age of priests, the role of women and
laity in the Church, and care for

By Ricardo Parra

BLOOMINGTON—Hispanic leaders
from across the archdiocese met Feb. 17 to
pray, share experiences, network and iden-
tify concerns, challenges and opportunities
that Hispanics throughout the archdiocese
face.

More than 70 people from 13 parishes in
Indianapolis, New Albany, Madison,
Seymour, Columbus, Bloomington,
Batesville and Richmond attended the meet-

Hispanic ministry leaders hold first archdiocesan-wide meeting
ing at St. Paul Catholic Center.

“This first-time-ever convocation of
Hispanic leadership began in a spirit of
prayer, with each parish telling the story of
the emergence of Hispanic ministry in their
areas and churches,” said Franciscan Father
Al Jost, who serves the Hispanic ministry at
St. Patrick Parish in Indianapolis. “As they
spoke, a larger and deeper understanding of
the Church and Hispanic ministry began to
unfold.”

Father Jost was one of the co-chairs of

the meeting.
After prayer in the chapel, people gath-

ered in small groups. “Even though our
experiences were quite different, we began
to see how much we really shared in com-
mon,” said Carmen Toerne of St. Ambrose
Parish in Seymour. “Everyone felt a real
freedom to speak with one another about
their experiences.”

Topics discussed in the smaller group
session included social issues, marriage and

religious curriculum.
There is also a form that educators can

use to determine whether a textbook is in
agreement with the catechism.

Archbishop Buechlein, the chair of the
National Bishops’Ad Hoc Committee for
the Use of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, said the archdiocese’s situation
isn’t any different from other dioceses
across the nation.

The bishops are working to make sure
religious textbooks across the nation are in
agreement with the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.

The difference with the Indianapolis
archdiocese is that it is leading the way

Archbishop Daniel M.
Buechlein

By Mary Ann Wyand

EVANSVILLE—“The hardest words
in the Gospel are ‘love your enemies,
even when they don’t love you,’ ”
Cardinal Francis George of Chicago said
Feb. 26 during a speech opposing the
death penalty.

“Capital punishment is inconsistent
with the way and the thinking of Jesus,
who could have called the 12 legions of
angels to his defense, but instead chose to
die so that even his enemies might have
life,” the cardinal said. “We cannot
believe that Christ is the Resurrection and
the Life, and at the same time reject his
teaching of loving our enemies and for-
giving them again and again, 70 times
seven.”

Christ’s call to forgive our enemies is
particularly difficult as it relates to mur-
derers, he said, but God’s grace will help
us find reconciliation and healing.

“The heart is not healed by killing
somebody” through capital punishment,
the cardinal said. “The promise of closure
doesn’t happen.”

In 1982, he said, the late Archbishop
James P. Lyke of Atlanta received word
that his brother had been murdered.
Archbishop Lyke struggled with his emo-
tions, but knew that he had to follow
Jesus as his disciple by demonstrating

Cardinal George
of Chicago calls
for end to capital
punishment
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EDUCATION
continued from page 1

with a curriculum that is in demand by other
dioceses across the United States and the
establishment of Faith 2000, a multiple-
choice test mandated for all Catholic schools
and religious education programs that tests
how well the four pillars of the catechism—
creed, sacraments, prayer and faith—are
being taught.

Teachers will not find different curricu-
lum standards in the millennium edition.
Instead, it offers enhanced contents that
more strongly emphasize Catholic social
teaching, vocations and stewardship. It also
includes appendixes that give helpful Web
sites and other resource guides for teachers.

Another important role of the curriculum
stresses the connection between schools and
materials that are given to families to rein-
force the fact that families are the first teach-
ers of a child’s religious education as the
“domestic Church.”

However, the minimum expectations for
teaching the curriculum in schools and
parish programs has been increased,
Archbishop Buechlein said.

Teaching requirements for high school

have been added and teachers are no longer
allowed to use Mass, assemblies or service
projects to replace religion classes.

These things are still allowed, but they
cannot replace teaching the curriculum, said
Harry Dudley, associate executive director
for faith formation in the archdiocese.

Catholic school teachers are expected to
teach the religion curriculum a minimum of
100 minutes per week for preschool and pri-
mary grades, 150 minutes for intermediate
grades, 180 minutes per week for junior high
and 200 minutes per week for high school
students.

Parish religion education programs are
expected to teach a minimum of 30 hours of
catechesis per program year for pre-school
through high school levels.

Archbishop Buechlein also stated that he
expects the archdiocesan religion programs
to celebrate first reconciliation before first
Communion.

“While I am speaking about the minimum
expectations, I would be remiss in my duties
nationally and locally if I did not thank those
of you who changed the practice of celebrat-
ing first reconciliation to precede the recep-
tion of first Eucharist in response to my
request,” he said.

“I am asking those few parishes that have

not yet done so to make the change. It is the
expectation of the CCC [catechism] and the
Church’s Code of Canon Law, and we are
not exempt. I know that it takes time to make
the transition in your programs, but I once
again and formally ask that it be done it a
timely manner,” the archbishop said.

He said the religion curriculum
“embraces multiple challenges,” with a cur-
riculum that focuses on prayer, acknowl-
edging our dependence on God, living lives
of integrity, respecting the dignity of life,
loving the Church, valuing the primacy of
the Eucharist and considering the call to
the priesthood, religious life and teaching
ministry.

Archbishop Buechlein also encouraged
those who are teaching students the
Catholic faith, whether it’s parents or reli-
gion teachers. 

“Now, I conclude with the reminder of
Pope John Paul II: ‘The men and women of
our own day—often unconsciously—ask
believers not only to ‘speak’ of Christ, but in
a certain sense to ‘show’ him to them. Our
witness, however, would be hopelessly inad-
equate if we ourselves had not first contem-
plated his face.”

“We can help each other do that,” the
archbishop said. †

The religious education 
standards Archbishop Daniel
M. Buechlein is asking for:

• The use of religious education 
textbooks that are in conformity
with the Catechism of the Catholic
Church.

• All Catholic schools and parish 
religious education programs to
embrace and use the millennium 
edition of the archdiocesan religion
curriculum guide.

• The administering of Faith 2000—a
test that holds schools and parishes
accountable for whether children are
learning Catholic doctrine, growing
in prayer and increasing their faith
knowledge.

• The practice of celebrating first recon-
ciliation to precede the reception of
first Communion and for the change
to be made as soon as possible in
those parishes that have not made the
change. †

By Jennifer Del Vechio

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis is
taking the lead nationally in religious
education testing.

The establishment of Faith 2000—a
multiple choice test aimed at identifying
what students in grades 3, 6, 8 and 10
know about their Catholic faith—is in
its third year.

Already, 16 other dioceses across the
country have asked for the test and the
Indianapolis Archdiocese curriculum,
said Harry Dudley, associate executive
director for faith formation for the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis.

Dioceses in Texas, North Carolina,
New Jersey and Missouri are using the
test, he said.

The test is a way to see if standards
are being met by the archdiocesan reli-
gious curriculum that teaches the four
pillars of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church: creed, sacraments, prayer and
faith.

It also lists individual student scores,
unlike other religion knowledge tests
that only give the class ranking.

Recent results show that the majority
of children are weakest in Church
knowledge, said Bendectine Sister Joann
Hunt, the director of religious education
for Holy Spirit Parish in Indianapolis.

The exception was eighth-graders,
who scored low in religious terminol-
ogy.

An example of a Church question is:
“True or false? The Church does not
affect my decisions?”

Overall, third-graders scored highest
in their knowledge of God, sixth- and
eighth-graders’ strongest areas were
prayer, and sophomores knew the most
about the sacraments.

However, the test is not meant to
compare scores between schools, but to
help teachers evaluate their program and
make sure it matches the guides set in
the religious curriculum, said Paula
Howard, the religion teacher at Our
Lady of the Greenwood School.

Howard was instrumental in helping
write the test.

Howard converted after being
exposed to the Catholic faith when hired
as a middle-school science teacher at
Our Lady of the Greenwood School. 

Her goal is to show students the rich-
ness of their Catholic faith.

“They need to understand the Church
is a gift,” she said. “They also need to
understand how the Church developed
and the Church in the world.” †

Archdiocese is a leader in religious education testing

Effective immediately
Rev. Msgr. Francis R. Tuohy reap-
pointed to a second and final six-year
term as pastor of Christ the King Parish
in Indianapolis, while continuing as
Archdiocesan Judge, Metropolitan
Tribunal.

Effective March 8, 2001
Rev. Daniel J. Mahan reappointed to a
second and final six-year term as pastor
of St. Luke Parish in Indianapolis.

Rev. Paul M. Shikany reappointed to a
second and final six-year term as pastor
of St. Rose of Lima Parish in Franklin
and Holy Trinity Parish in Edinburg and
continuing as part-time Vice Vicar
Judicial, Metropolitan Tribunal.

These appointments are from the office of the
Most Rev. Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B.,
Archbishop of Indianapolis.

Fourth-grade 
students in a Sunday
Morning Religious
Education class at
Our Lady of the
Greenwood Parish
do an activity that
illustrates the
Stations of the Cross
for Lent. Pictured,
left to right, are
Jameson Binford,
Joe Wolfley, Roch
Henry and John
Charles Radomski.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 J
en

ni
fe

r D
el

 V
ec

hi
o

WW
ith a gift Annuity from the Society of the Divine
Word, you can lock in both high rates of income
and significant tax savings.  A secure income for life

and the rate gets better the older you are.

A good portion of your annual annuity income is tax
free, and you may  be able to write off a percentage of your
annuity as a charitable donation.

The Society is the oldest sponsor
of Catholic annuity programs in the
U.S. Your payments are always prompt
and have never been interrupted since
1904.

✔ A SINGLE LIFE ANNUITY

✔ A JOINT ANNUITY

✔ A SURVIVORSHIP ANNUITY

✔ A DEFERRED ANNUITY

Secure Income!!  FOR LIFE
9.3% RETURN!!!*

Age Rate
65 7.7%

70 8.3%

75* 9.3%

80 10.7%

85 12.6%

90 14.3%

GUARANTEED RATES
FOR A 

SINGLE PERSON

Curious?? For a personal analysis mail this coupon to Society of the
Divine Word, PO Box 6067, Techny, IL 60082, or call during Chicago
business hours 847-272-2700. P L E A S E  P R I N T c r i t 1 0 1

Name and Address_____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________State____Zip_______

Applicant Birthdate __/__/____              Joint Annuitant Birthdate __/__/____

TYPE  OF ANNUITY___________________ 
Amount  you have in mind for analysis ____ $1,000 ____ $2,500 ____ $5,000 ___ $10,000

SOCIETY OF THE DIVINE WORD - GIFT ANNUITY PROGRAM

Dear Fr. Raymond, 
Enclosed is our check

in the amount of $10,000
for another annuity.  We
really believe this is the best investment we
have found.  We are looking forward to
your visit.       

Sincerely, D&B, Pittsburgh, PA



The Criterion  Friday, March 2, 2001    Page 3

By Fr. Joe Folzenlogen, S.J.

More than 500 people representing 116
parishes attended the Disciples in Mission
information sessions offered in various
locations around the archdiocese during
the past six weeks. Now those parishes
move into the decision-making phase.

Phone calls have been coming into the
archdiocese’s Evangelization Commission
office requesting one-page overviews to
use in staff meetings or pastoral council
gatherings. Other parishes have asked to
borrow the video to show at council meet-
ings or to use with pertinent committees
or commissions. A number of different
clarification questions have been raised.

On March 2, the weekly parish mailing
will send commitment forms to all pastors
and parish life coordinators. As the deci-
sion-making processes reach a conclusion,
parish representatives are asked to indicate
whether or not their parish intends to par-
ticipate in Disciples in Mission. If they do,
they are also asked to indicate the person
or persons who will serve as parish coor-
dinator(s). This information is supposed to
be returned to the Evangelization Com-

the sites where the orientation training
sessions will be available. For further
questions, call 317-236-1489 or 800-382-
9836, ext. 1489, or e-mail
evangelize@archindy.org.

(Jesuit Father Joe Folzenlogen is evange-
lization coordinator for the archdiocese.) †

year. These trainings will also be on
Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. in var-
ious places throughout the archdiocese.
The first will be on Jan. 26, 2002, and the
final one will be on March 16, 2002.

Once enough parishes have returned
their commitment forms, the Evangeli-
zation Commission will be able to arrange

mission no later than April 23.
The Archdiocesan Leadership Team for

Disciples in Mission will then begin final-
izing the schedule for the orientation
training sessions for parish coordinators
and parish teams.

The parish coordinator sessions will
run from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on
Saturdays. One of these sessions will be
on June 30, and the repeat session will
take place on July 7. Locations in the
northern and southern sections of the
archdiocese will be selected.

In the fall, there will be orientation
training days for the entire parish Disciples
in Mission team to prepare them for guid-
ing the Lenten formation events and the
steps leading up to them. These sessions
will run from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on a
Saturday. This training will be offered in
several locations around the archdiocese
from Sept. 22 through Nov. 17.

In the winter, there will be a similar
one-day training session to help the teams
get ready for the parish reflection/plan-
ning day and the follow-up that flows
from it. The results of this day guide the
parish evangelizing efforts for the next

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on
Feb. 28, opening the season of the peni-
tential period that leads to the celebration
of Easter on April 15. 

Parishes throughout the archdiocese
will begin Lent with the blessing and dis-
tribution of ashes during or following Ash
Wednesday liturgies. Readers are advised
to check with their local parishes for
schedules.

Ashes
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein will

strength, may be taken according to one’s
needs. Together these two smaller meals
should not equal another full meal.
Eating between meals is not permitted,
but liquids, including milk and fruit
juices, are allowed.

Abstinence: Binds all persons over
age 14. On days of abstinence, no meat
or meat products may be eaten.

Note: When health or ability to work
would be seriously affected, the law does
not oblige. If a person is in doubt con-

celebrate Mass and distribute ashes at the
noon Mass on Ash Wednesday at SS. Peter
and Paul Cathedral in Indianapolis.

Fast and abstinence
Good Friday, April 13, is a day of fast

and abstinence. All Fridays of Lent are
days of abstinence.

Fast: Binds all persons over 18 and
under 59 years of age. On days of fast,
only one full meal may be eaten. Two
other meals, sufficient to maintain

Fast and abstinence rules for Catholics during Lent
cerning fast and abstinence rules, he or
she should consult a parish priest or a
confessor.

Easter duty: Catholics are obliged 
to perform the Easter duty. The Easter
duty is the obligation to receive Holy
Communion sometime between the First
Sunday of Lent, March 4, and Trinity
Sunday, which is celebrated June 10.

Ascension: The celebration of the
Ascension will be May 27. †

Parishes signing up to take part in Disciples in Mission

Nearly 90 people attended the Disciples in Mission information session in the Batesville Deanery.
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T
he Sanctuary of Our Lady of
Zabopan is the third most-vis-
ited shrine in Mexico.
(Zabopan is a suburb of

Guadalajara.) The statue there,
which is no more than 2 or 3 feet
tall, dates to the original evangeliza-
tion of the native people of what is
now the state of Jalisco. That image
of Our Lady was used as a means of
catechesis by a Franciscan friar and
is the patroness of the Archdiocese
of Guadalajara.

When I visited the shrine in
January, crowds of pilgrims were
approaching the sanctuary on their
knees: elderly people, young adults,
children were approaching on their
knees, and some from a great dis-
tance. I have witnessed the same at
the Sanctuary of Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

Some might look askance on this
custom of approaching the sacred on
one’s knees partly because “it is not
the way we do things” or partly
because it seems demeaning to
human dignity.

Clearly the pilgrims I observed
were humble people of deep faith
and hope. They were approaching
the holy Mother of Jesus Christ
whose own humility went as far as
the cross. I seriously doubt that
“demeaning to human dignity”
would enter their vocabulary. A
sense of what is true would be more
like it.

My intention here is not to discuss
the custom of kneeling, rather I want
to refer to the attitude of humility
that I witnessed in Zabopan. As I
was thinking and praying about the
meaning of Ash Wednesday and the
season of Lent 2001, the deep sense
of humility I witnessed in the piety
and devotion of Mexican people
came to mind. While it may be a
changing scene, there is still a won-
derful sense of the sacred in the
Catholic culture of the people in
Guadalajara. But I want to make the
point that we would be mistaken to
dismiss this sense of humility before
the sacred as something that should
be unique to the Mexican culture. A
humble attitude and a deep rever-
ence for sacred mystery is not a mat-
ter of national inculturation. 

On Ash Wednesday, in the ritual
of the Church Universal, we are
reminded that we are dust and unto
dust we shall return. We miss the
point if we take the stark symbolism
of ashes as a superficial sign or mere
poetry. We do well to recall that the
ashes are the remains of last year’s

Seeking the Face of the Lord

palm branches that were used to hail
the victorious entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem. Palms truly turn to ashes
as we recall how the cries of
“Hosanna!” become “Crucify him!”
by week’s end. The signing with
ashes not only reminds us of death
but the ritual also connotes our
weakened human nature. 

The humility of Jesus in the face
of his impending passion is instruc-
tive. During this Lenten season it
might be helpful to reflect on the
prayer by which Jesus enters into his
passion on the night before he went
to the cross for us. Bearing the bur-
den of our sin, fully experiencing
our fallen plight with us, Jesus
humbly prays to the Father in deep
anguish—and on his knees, St. Luke
tells us.

Praying out of his human passion,
Jesus asks that the cup of suffering
might pass; he also prayed that not
his, but the Father’s will be done.

This humble submission of Jesus’
human will to the divine will made
all the difference: it is the turning
point of our redemption. History
comes full circle. The contest
between human will and divine will
in the garden of paradise caused our
demise. In the Garden of
Gethsemane, on his knees, Jesus
wins the struggle of truth, God’s
will over human rebellion.
Obedience to the Divine Will turns
free choice into true freedom.

Signaled by the signing of ashes,
the liturgical season of Lent is a call
to conversion, a call to turn away
from sin and return to the Gospel.
Without an attitude of humble truth-
fulness, conversion is not possible.
For this reason, the Church gives
special emphasis to the sacrament of
penance and reconciliation during
this time. (Incidentally, one cannot
visit Mexico without noticing how
important sacramental confession is
for these people. In every church I
visited, including the seminary
chapels, confessing penitents were
visible. A healthy sense of sin is a
companion to a humble attitude and
a free spirit. Since I spent so much
of my time in the seminary commu-
nity, I couldn’t  help but notice the
light-hearted, joyful spirit of the
confessing seminarians.) 

As we enter a season of new
grace, I encourage us to seek the
truth of our humanity on our knees
before Christ and his holy mother.
Let’s open our hearts to the liberat-
ing grace of the sacrament of
penance and reconciliation. †

Lent calls us to
humble truthfulness—
on our knees

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B.
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New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani has committed a sin
that many of his constituents

consider unpardonable. He has dared to
suggest that public funding for works of
art should be withheld from projects
that fail to meet minimum standards of
“decency.” Many in New York, “the cul-
ture capital of the world,” consider this
to be an unthinkable violation of the
principle of artistic freedom.

In 1999, and again in February 2001,
Mayor Giuliani called attention to
exhibits at the Brooklyn Museum of Art
he considers offensive to public
decency. Two years ago, the mayor
objected to the “Sensation” exhibit,
which depicted the Virgin Mary with
elephant dung on one breast. The cur-
rent exhibit, “Yo Mama’s Last Supper,”
features a color photograph of a nude
black woman as Christ at the Last
Supper. It has provoked the mayor to
explore the possibility of appointing a
commission to set “decency standards”
and, ultimately, to bring the question of
public funding for objectionable works
of art to the Supreme Court of the
United States.

The fact that both exhibits use
images that are sacred to Catholics is
not incidental. Our secular American
culture manages to tolerate expressions
of artistic “anti-Catholicism” (from
risqué comedies about nuns to provoca-
tive works of art that are clearly sacrile-
gious) that would never be permitted if
focused on other religious groups or
minorities. Imagine what the reaction
would be if a publicly funded work of
art depicted in a derogatory way a
woman revered by Native Americans or
Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad
who is considered by Muslims to be one
of the Four Perfect Women.

However, when Mayor Giuliani

objected to the “Sensations” exhibit
two years ago, the result was not a pub-
lic outcry against religious insensitivity
but a dramatic increase in the number
of people, including Catholics, who
visited the Brooklyn Museum of Art! 

Why do we Catholics regularly allow
images of Catholicism to be abused—
without holding people in the arts or in
the entertainment media accountable?
Have we so lost our sense of the sacred
that we no longer have any feel for sac-
rilege? Have we become so accustomed
to the negative portrayals of Catholicism
in our culture that we no longer notice—
or care—when our religious beliefs are
being mocked or abused? 

The Criterion does not advocate
government censorship. We stand with
the Church, and the U.S. Constitution,
in support of the universal human right
to freedom—whether it is exercised in
politics, religion, literature or the arts.
Thus, we believe that artists who
choose to abuse sacred symbols in their
work should be free to do so without
interference from Church or state.

However, we do object to govern-
ment support for works of art that
ridicule or denigrate the sacred symbols
of religious faith. In fact, because we
oppose all forms of state-sponsored
bigotry, we think that taxpayer support
should be withheld from any projects
that are recognized as anti-religious.
From this perspective, we hope that
Mayor Giuliani succeeds in finding
appropriate legal and constitutional
means to safeguard both religious and
artistic freedom.

— Daniel Conway

(Daniel Conway is a member of the
editorial committee of the board of
directors of Criterion Press Inc.) †

The

Editorial
Opposing Anti-Catholicism

in the arts

Archbishop Buechlein’s intention for vocations for March

Youth: that they may be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit so that they 
can truly discern their role in the Church, especially God’s call to priesthood and
religious life.
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Research for the Church/James D. Davidson
Arzobispo Daniel M. Buechlein, O.S.B.

E
l Santuario de Nuestra Señora
de Zabopan es el tercer lugar
sagrado más visitado en
México. (Zabopan es un subur-

bio de Guadalajara.) Allí hay una
estatua de no más de 2 ó 3 pies de
altura que se remonta a la evange-
lización original de los nativos del
actual estado de Jalisco. Aquella ima-
gen de Nuestra Señora se usaba como
un medio de catequesis por un fraile
franciscano y es la patrona de la
Archidiócesis de Guadalajara. 

Cuando visité el santuario en enero,
una multitud de peregrinos se acer-
caba al santuario de rodillas: peregri-
nos de la tercera edad, adultos
jóvenes, niños se acercaban de rodil-
las, y algunos de ellos de una gran dis-
tancia. He visto lo mismo en el
Santuario de Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe. 

Puede ser que algunos mirar de
soslayo a esta costumbre de acercarse
al sagrado a rodillas, parcialmente
porque “no es cómo hacemos las
cosas” o porque parece degradar la
dignidad humana. 

Claramente los peregrinos que
observé eran personas humildes, de fe
y esperanza profunda. Estaban acer-
cándose a la Santísima Madre de
Jesucristo cuya propia humildad se
extendió hasta la cruz. Dudo que con-
sideren una “degradación de la dig-
nidad humana” como parte de su
vocabulario. Un sentido a lo que es la
verdad, sería lo más parecido. 

No pienso hablar de la costumbre
de arrodillarse, más bien quiero
referirme a la actitud de humildad que
observé en Zabopan. Al pensar y orar
sobre el significado del Miércoles de
Ceniza y la temporada de Cuaresma
2001, se me ocurrió el sentido pro-
fundo de la humildad que observé en
la piedad y la devoción de los mexi-
canos. Aunque puede ser una escena
que esté cambiando, aún existe el mar-
avilloso sentido de lo sagrado en la
cultura católica de las personas en
Guadalajara. Pero quiero establecer el
punto que nos equivocaríamos al rec-
hazar este sentido de humildad antes
de lo sagrado como si fuera algo que
debe ser único a la cultura mexicana.
Una actitud humilde y una reverencia
profunda para el sagrado misterio no
es una cuestión de cultura nacional. 

El Miércoles de Ceniza, en el ritual
de la Iglesia Universal, nos recuerdan
que somos polvo y volveremos a
polvo. No tiene el mismo sentido si
tomamos el simbolismo puro de las
cenizas como una señal superficial o
meramente poesía. Es importante
recordar que las cenizas son los restos
de las ramas de palma del año anterior
que se usaron para granizar la entrada
victoriosa de Jesús en Jerusalén. Las

palmas se vuelven realmente a las
cenizas al recordar cómo los gritos de
“¡Hosanna!” se convirtieron en
“¡Crucifíquelo!” al final de la semana.
La señal con cenizas no sólo nos
recuerda de la muerte, sino también el
ritual significa nuestra naturaleza
humana debilitada. 

La humildad de Jesús ante su
pasión inminente nos enseña mucho.
Durante esta temporada Cuaresmal
podría ser útil reflejar en la oración
por la que Jesús entra en su pasión la
noche antes de que fuera a la cruz por
nosotros. Con el cargo de nuestro
pecado y experimentando la caída de
nuestra promesa, Según San Lucas,
Jesús ora humildemente al Padre en
profunda  agonía, y de rodillas. 

Al orar desde su pasión humana,
Jesús pide que la copa de sufrimiento
pase, y también ora por que se haga la
Voluntad de su Padre y no la suya. 

Esta sumisión humilde de la volun-
tad humana de Jesús al divino hizo
toda la diferencia: es el punto decisivo
de nuestra redención. La historia ha
dado una vuelta completa. El con-
curso entre la voluntad humana y la
voluntad divina en el huerto de
paraíso causó nuestro fallecimiento.
En el Jardín de Getsemaní, de  rodil-
las, Jesús gana la lucha de la verdad,
la voluntad de Dios sobre la rebelión
humana. La obediencia a la Voluntad
Divina convierte la opción libre en la
verdadera libertad. 

Con la señal de las cenizas, la tem-
porada litúrgica de Cuaresma es una
llamada a la conversión, una llamada
para rechazar el pecado y devolver al
Evangelio. Sin una actitud de veraci-
dad humilde, la conversión no es posi-
ble. Por esta razón, la Iglesia hace
énfasis especial en el sacramento de la
penitencia y de la conciliación durante
este tiempo. (A propósito, no se puede
visitar México sin notar la importan-
cia de la confesión sacramental para
ellos. En cada Iglesia que visité,
incluso las capillas del seminario, se
podían ver penitentes confesar. Un
sentido saludable de pecado es un
compañero a una actitud humilde y un
espíritu libre. Puesto que pasé tanto
tiempo en la comunidad del semi-
nario, no pude evitar de notar el
espíritu alegre y jubiloso de los semi-
naristas que se confiesan.) 

A medida que entramos en una
nueva temporada de gracia, los animo
a que busquemos la verdad de nuestra
humanidad de rodillas ante Cristo y su
Santísima Madre. Abramos nuestros
corazones a la gracia librante del
sacramento de penitencia y reconcil-
iación. †

La Cuaresma nos
llama a la verdad
humilde—de rodillas

Traducido por: Language Training
Center, Indianapolis

My latest national survey of American
Catholics shows that in 1999, 70 percent

of married Catholics
were married in the
Church; 29 percent
were not. 

Which Catholics
are most likely to
marry with the
Church’s blessing?
Which are most likely
to marry outside the

Church? 
To answer these questions, I distin-

guished between four types of Catholics.
One group consists of Catholics who
were born and raised in the Church and
married a person who also was born and
raised Catholic. Fifty-six percent of mar-
ried Catholics are involved in these
“purely intrafaith” marriages.

Another group consists of cradle
Catholics who married a person who was
not Catholic at the time of the wedding
but has converted to Catholicism. Fifteen
percent of Catholics are involved in
these “currently intrafaith” marriages.

A third category consists of cradle
Catholics who married a person who was
not Catholic at the time of the wedding
and still is not Catholic. Twenty-seven
percent of married Catholics are in these
“purely interfaith” marriages. The final
group consists of people who were
raised in another faith but converted to
Catholicism and are married to a non-
Catholic. Only two percent of Catholics
are involved in these “currently inter-
faith” marriages. 

Catholics in intrafaith marriages tend
to marry in the Church, while those in
interfaith marriages are more likely to
marry outside the Church. Eighty-four
percent of Catholics involved in purely
intrafaith marriages and 78 percent of
people in currently intrafaith marriages
were married in the Church. Forty-three
percent of Catholics in purely interfaith
marriages and only 25 percent of those
who are in currently interfaith marriages

were married in the Church. 
Are Catholics marrying in the Church

at the same rate that they used to, or is
there a trend toward marrying outside
the Church? 

To address these questions, I distin-
guished between three generations of
American Catholics: pre-Vatican II
Catholics (who were born in 1940 or
before), Vatican II Catholics (born
between 1941 and 1960), and post-
Vatican II Catholics (born since 1961). 

The marriage patterns of the three
generations indicate a trend toward mar-
rying outside the Church (see box). Only
five percent of pre-Vatican II Catholics
in purely intrafaith marriages were mar-
ried outside the Church, compared to 15
percent of Vatican II Catholics, and 27
percent of post-Vatican II Catholics. The
percentage of Catholics in currently
intrafaith marriages who married outside
the Church rises from 11 percent among
pre-Vatican II Catholics to 21 percent
among Vatican II Catholics, and 40 per-
cent among post-Vatican II Catholics.
Forty-seven percent of pre-Vatican II
Catholics in purely interfaith marriages
were married outside the Church, com-
pared to 57 percent of Vatican II
Catholics, and 59 percent of post-Vatican
II Catholics. The number of Catholics in
currently interfaith marriages is too
small to calculate generational differ-
ences. 

These results pose some serious chal-
lenges. We should be concerned that
Catholics involved in both intrafaith and
interfaith marriages increasingly are
marrying outside the Church. If Church
leaders have not done so already, they
might look to see if this trend is occur-
ring in their parishes and dioceses;
investigate the reasons behind it; and
consider ways to respond to it. 

(James D. Davidson is distinguished vis-
iting professor of religious studies at the
University of Dayton from January to
May 2001.) †

Buscando la Cara del Señor

Las intenciones vocationales del Arzobispo Buechlein para marzo

Los jóvenes: que ellos acepten el ánimo del Espíritu Santo, para que puedan
discernir su papel en la Iglesia, especialmente la llamada de Dios a hacerse
sacerdote y entrar en una vida religiosa.

Percent Married Outside the Church

Generation Pre-Vatican II Vatican II Post-Vatican II

In purely intrafaith marriages  5  15 27

In currently intrafaith marriages 11 21  40

In purely interfaith marriages   47  57 59

Catholics increasingly
marrying outside Church

President Bush wants to increase government funding for faith-based social service programs.
Overall the general public feels that this is a good idea.
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A special information session,
“Disciples in Mission: An African
American Perspective,” will be held
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. March 15 in the
Assembly Hall at the Archbishop
O’Meara Catholic Center, 1400 N.
Meridian St., in Indianapolis. Participants
will look at evangelization in the light of
the National Black Catholic Pastoral Plan,
engage in reflection and sharing on local
black Catholic issues, and learn about
Disciples in Mission as a potential
resource. There will be music and prayer
throughout the session. For information
and registration, call Jesuit Father Joe
Folzenlogen at 317-236-1489 or 800-382-
9836, ext. 1489.

A concert performance by the

Indianapolis Symphonic Choir of the
Mass in B Minor by composer J.S. Bach
will be held at 7:30 p.m. March 31 at the
Second Presbyterian Church, 7700 N.
Meridian St., in Indianapolis. There also
will be a symposium titled “Music and
Worship in the 21st Century” from 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. on the same date at the
Christian Theological Seminary in
Indianapolis. For more information, call
317-940-6461.

Single Catholic women, ages 20-40,
who want to learn about religious life are
invited to attend a Benedictine Life
Weekend from 7 p.m. March 23 to 1 p.m.
March 25 at the Monastery Immaculate
Conception in Ferdinand. The weekend
will focus on “Lectio Divina: Prayer of a

Monastic Heart.” Participants will have an
opportunity to share in the prayer and
community life of the Benedictine sisters.
They also will meet other women who are
considering religious life. The weekend is
free. For more information, call 800-738-
9999 or visit the order’s Web page at
www.thedome.org.

The Conventual Franciscans are offer-
ing a vocation retreat from March 23-24
at Mount St. Francis Retreat Center in
Mount St. Francis. The retreat is for single
men, ages 17-40, who are interested in
finding out more about the priesthood and
brotherhood in the Catholic Church. This
weekend is an opportunity to experience
the friars’ prayer life, fraternity and mis-
sion as they live the Gospel in today’s
world. For more information, call 800-
424-9955.

A dramatic presentation of the
“Gospel of John” will be held at 
2:30 p.m. March 4 at Saint Meinrad
Archabbey in St. Meinrad. The three-act
performance by George A. Blair recre-
ates an experience similar to what was
heard when the Gospels were first
preached. The performance is free and
open to the public. For more informa-
tion, call 812-357-6501.

St. Mary-of-the-Knobs School in
Floyds Knobs is beginning kindergarten
enrollment. The school is new and will
open this fall. Kindergarten enrollment is
scheduled from noon to 2 p.m. March 4 in
Room 10 of the school. For more informa-
tion, call 812-923-3011.

A retreat for men and women,
“Sacred Landscapes,” will be held
March 16-18 at Fatima Retreat House in
Indianapolis. The retreat led by Father
Jeff Godecker will explore the concept
of landscapes, both inner and outer.
There will be presentations as well as
time for personal prayer and walking the
paths of the retreat center’s wooded
acreage. The cost is $125 per person or
$225 for married couples. For more
information, call 317-545-7681.

On the Sunday evenings of Lent, begin-
ning at 5 p.m. March 11, Vespers—or
Evening Prayer—will be celebrated at 
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral, 1347 N.
Meridian St., in Indianapolis. Vespers also
will be prayed on Passion/Palm Sunday,
April 8. On Easter Sunday, April 15,
Vespers will be celebrated at 5 p.m. to
close the great Triduum Liturgy that
extends from Holy Thursday evening
through Easter Sunday evening. For more
information, call 317-634-4519.

A charismatic retreat, “Jesus the Son
of Man,” will be held March 9-11 at the

Mount Saint Francis Retreat Center in
Mount St. Francis. The retreat by
Franciscan Father Leo Kennedy will focus
on what Jesus meant when he used the
term “Son of Man.” The retreat begins
with check-in at 6 p.m. March 9 and ends
at 1:30 p.m. March 11. For more informa-
tion, call 812-923-8817. 

The St. Francis Hospital Medical Staff
will face off against the principals, teach-
ers and coaches of the Mooresville
Consolidated School System for the
annual “Docs v. Jocks v. Drugs” basket-
ball game at 7 p.m. March 23 in the high
school gymnasium. The benefit builds
awareness and raises money to support the
drug, alcohol and tobacco prevention and
education programs at Mooresville High
School. For more information, call 317-
782-7998.

Local members of the Association of
Contemplative Sisters will sponsor “A
Day in the Chapel” in an effort to heal
broken relationships in individuals, the
Church, society and the world. The day
will be spent in quiet prayer and vocal
prayer, and there may be readings. It
begins at 11 a.m. March 2 in the chapel of
Marian College, 3200 Cold Spring Road,
in Indianapolis. All are invited. For more
information, call 317-786-5286 or 317-
475-9491.

Kordes Retreat Center in Ferdinand
will offer retreat and prayer days dur-
ing March and April. “A Lenten Retreat:
As the Master Goes, so Goes the
Disciple” will be offered March 2-4.
“Praying Without Words: An Introduction
to Centering Prayer” will be held March
3. A “Triduum Retreat” from April 10-15
with the Sisters of St. Benedict will
include Holy Week liturgies commemo-
rating the Triduum of Jesus’ death, burial
and resurrection. For more information,
call 800-880-2777.

A Day of prayer with the theme “How
Will Spring Come into Your Garden?”
will be held from 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
March 14 at the John XXIII Center in
Hartford City. The event focuses on Lent
and how spring is fast approaching by
looking at what is “sprouting” in your life.
For more information, call 765-348-5819.

Roncalli High School’s Office for
Institutional Advancement will host a fash-
ion show from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. March 11
in The Atrium, 2143 E. Thompson Road, in
Indianapolis. Admission is $5 plus one new
donated item that will be sold in the
Roncalli High School Rebelation 2001
Auction. Donated gifts such as home décor,
crystal, jewelry, kitchenware or toiletries
are suggested. For more information, call
317-787-8277, ext. 238. †

Check It Out . . .

The second annual Celebrate Life-
Alternatives to the Death Penalty program
will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. on
March 6.

The event, held in the Capitol Rotunda,
200 W. Washington St., in Indianapolis,
celebrates alternative sentences available
for capital trials.

It will also honor the executive director
of the Indiana Catholic Conference, M.
Des Ryan, who has been named
Abolitionist of the Year.

Ryan began his career with the Indiana
Catholic Conference in 1975 as associate
director. He was named executive director
in 1980. He was a professor at St. Joseph
College in Rensselaer. Prior to that, he
was a member of the U.S. Army Docu-
mentation Corps from 1953 to 1955.

He has been involved in numerous task
forces and has been the recipient of many
community service awards.

Speakers for the event, Sarah Kramer,
Adam Borland, Vernon Smith, Ann
Laake, Kelley D’Amio and Sarah Reed,

will discuss alternatives to the death
penalty already in use in Indiana and
across the country. They also will discuss
how rehabilitation works and the life
respecting example set by the state when
the death penalty is no longer used.

Information about ongoing legislative
actions and upcoming abolitionist events
also will be discussed.

Participants are asked to arrive early
and take time to meet with state represen-
tatives and senators to let them know
about support for life alternatives and an
end to the death penalty. Participants are
also asked to stop by Gov. Frank
O’Bannon’s office to ask that Indiana
Death Row inmate Gerald Bivins not be
executed on March 14.

The day also celebrates the anniversary
of when the state of Michigan officially
became the first English-speaking terri-
tory in the world to abolish capital pun-
ishment in 1847.

For more information, call 317-839-
1618. †

Event to celebrate alternatives
to death penalty is March 6

Let Us Share The Gift Of Faith
We Have Received

Catholic social teaching proclaims we are keepers of
our brothers and sisters. We believe that we are one
human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic,
and economic differences.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
1400 N. Meridian St. • Indianapolis, IN 46206

Sister Marian T. Kinney, S.P. — Director

Your gift will live on.

I bequeath to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith the
sum of __________________ for its work with the poor in
our missions at home and abroad.

Through prayer, reflection, and solidarity with the
poor we can respond to the needs of others.

Join in prayer with Pope John Paul II for our
suffering brothers and sisters and remember them
by saying
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theologian.
The pope told the new cardinals that

the Church was not based on “earthly
power and calculation” but on Jesus’
spirit of service. He said he was counting
on the new cardinals to be trusted advis-
ers who could help ease the burden of his
own ministry and increase collegiality in
the Church.

“Together with [the pope] you should
be vigorous defenders of the truth and
custodians of the patrimony of faith and
customs that have their origin in the
Gospel. In this way you will be sure
guides for all,” the pope said.

The ceremonies brought the total
membership in the College of Cardinals
briefly to 184, before the death late 
Feb. 21 of Venezuelan Cardinal Jose Ali
Lebrun Moratinos. Of the current 183
cardinals, 135 are below age 80 and
therefore eligible to vote in a papal con-
clave.

The pope said the international diver-
sity of the new inductees was signifi-
cant.

“Is this not a sign that the Church,
which has reached every corner of the
planet, is capable of understanding peo-
ples of different traditions and languages,
in order to bring Christ’s message to
everyone?” he said. †

CARDINALS
continued from page 1

MEETING
continued from page 1

divorced and remarried Catholics.
In an interview with a small group of

reporters Feb. 24, Cardinal Rodriguez
said the May meeting of cardinals would
address ecclesial problems, but would

also look at the Church’s role in fighting
poverty, social injustice and corruption—
all of which pose major obstacles in Latin
America.

“The Church has to think not only of
the problems inside, but how to be what
the pope is saying in ‘Novo Millennio
Ineunte,’ how to sail to the deep sea and
not only be in your port,” Cardinal
Rodriguez said.

Cardinal Rodriguez, the 58-year-old
archbishop of Tegucigalpa and a member
of the Salesian religious order, said he
thought the pope was particularly inter-
ested in increasing collegiality in the
Church and in widening forms of partici-
pation for all its members. This was a
theme of the pope’s sermon to the cardi-
nals Feb. 22.

Cardinal Rodriguez said such matters

were important. But in Latin America, he
said, many of the Church’s biggest chal-
lenges are those created by social inequal-
ities.

“It is quite clear that justice is the
agenda for the 21st century in all our
countries of Latin America. Many times
justice comes only for people who are
rich; the poor have no right to have jus-
tice,” he said. †

Above, newly elevated cardinals
embrace at the consistory ceremony
in St. Peter's Square Feb. 21.

Right, a cardinal displays his 
pectoral cross and ring. In present-
ing the rings to 44 new cardinals
Feb. 22, Pope John Paul II said it is a
“sign of dignity, of pastoral concern
and of an even greater communion
with the See of Peter.”

Far right, Pope John Paul II 
celebrates Mass with the 44 new 
cardinals he appointed a day earlier 
in St. Peter's Square.The ceremonies
marked the induction of the largest
group of cardinals ever named, bring-
ing the total membership in the
College of Cardinals to 183.
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March 16–18 Lenten Retreat for Women & Men
Sacred Landscapes
with Fr. Jeff Godecker

March 23–25 Silent retreat for Women & Men
Listening Through the Little Way of St. Thérèse
with Fr. Ted Haag, O.F.M.

April 6–8 Lenten retreat for Women
Prayerful Journaling: A Spiritual Way to God
with Fr. Noël Mueller, OSB

Come, practice the Art of renewal...
call for a brochure

(317) 545-7681
www.archindy.org/fatima

Fatima
Retreat House

Irish Import Shop

• St. Patrick’s Day 
Clothing and Party Supplies •

Spring and Summer Shawls
Just Arrived

Extended Hours 3/4 thru 3/17
Mon.-Wed. 10-7, Thurs. 10-8, Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-5

Nora Plaza
1300 E. 86th St., Indianapolis, IN

317-846-9449
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‘‘Help us
to help others''
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Refrigerators, Gas Stoves,
Washers

and all types of
Furniture and Bedding.

317-687-1006
FOR FREE PICK-UP, CALL
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HISPANIC
continued from page 1

family life, education and faith formation,
liturgy and worship, and youth and young
adults.

Those discussions led the participants to
focus on more specific issues. For example,
the discussion on social issues identified
other areas such as emergency assistance,
immigration, health care and legal issues.

“All in all it was a good beginning as
leadership in the Hispanic ministry came
together and began to network with one
another,” said Father Jost. He said the goal
is that archdiocesan-wide meetings of the
Hispanic ministry leaders and parish repre-
sentatives will be held at least twice each

year to identify and address the concerns of
the Hispanic community.

Father Jost said it will take the combined
effort of the laity and religious and Hispanics
and non-Hispanics to address the needs of
the growing Hispanic population in the arch-
diocese.

The convocation was co-chaired by Olga
Villa Parra of SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral
Parish in Indianapolis. Other key organizers
included Franciscan Sister Concetta Fabo;
Father Larry Borders, associate pastor at 
St. Bartholomew Parish in Columbus; and
Father Kenneth Taylor, director of the Office
of Multiculural Ministry, which sponsored
the event.

(Ricardo Parra is a member of SS. Peter and
Paul Cathedral Parish in Indianapolis.) †

Hispanic ministry
leaders from around
the archdiocese met in
Bloomington on 
Feb. 17 to discuss
issues facing the 
archdiocese’s growing
Hispanic community.
This small discussion
group talked about
liturgy and worship
issues.
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mercy and forgiveness. In the homily that
he preached at his brother’s funeral,
Archbishop Lyke emphasized that, “With
St. Paul, we believe deeply that we shall
overcome evil only with good.”

All life must be regarded as inviolable,
Cardinal George emphasized, quoting
from a statement issued by the Indiana
bishops and the Indiana Catholic
Conference in 1972.

“This was the first anti-death penalty
statement in the United States by a

PUNISHMENT
continued from page 1

Catholic Conference—here in Indiana,”
he said. “There are important statements
in that 1972 document written in
Indiana.”

Statistics indicate that the death
penalty does not deter crime, the cardinal
said, and that it has been applied dispro-
portionately to minorities and the indi-
gent.

Currently, he said, there are more than
3,700 people on Death Rows in the
United States.

Society needs to seriously re-examine
the use of the death penalty as a way of
protecting people, Cardinal George said.
“The death penalty offers the tragic illu-
sion that we can defend life by taking
life.

“So long as humans are fallible, there
is the possibility of errors in the finding
of guilt,” he said, “which might result in
the execution of someone innocent of a
crime. Capital punishment should be
abolished because we can’t be absolutely
certain that an innocent man or woman
will not be executed.”

In a 1996 statement on capital punish-
ment, he said, the Illinois bishops noted
that vengeance is never a worthy human
goal.

“The Catholic Church’s objection to
the death penalty is not based only on
troubling systemic flaws,” the cardinal
said. “The system doesn’t work, although
that in itself is a moral consideration. The
Church makes another principled moral

objection over concern for life and the
transmission of life, and concern about
death and the killing of others.

“Much of the Christian moral teaching
about life and death is, in fact, identical to
the teaching of the rabbis at the time of
Jesus,” he said. “The faith continues to
proclaim that every human life has an
inalienable relationship with God, for
God is a God not of the dead but of the
living. As it says in the Gospel according
to St. Matthew, the Lord is a lover of
life.”

Historically, the Church has rejected the
application of the death penalty, he said.
“The Second Vatican Council acknowl-
edged that the sanctity and the dignity of
the human person has been impressing
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itself more and more deeply on the con-
sciousness of our contemporaries.”

During his papacy, the cardinal said,
Pope John Paul II has repeatedly empha-
sized the need to abolish capital punish-
ment and the importance of breaking the
cycle of violence that permeates society.

In a civilized society, the cardinal said,
the state has the ability to defend itself
and all of society without killing fellow
citizens.

“Violence is not adequately done away
with by recourse to more violence,”
Cardinal George said. “The [Timothy]
McVeigh execution here in your state will

be very challenging. But we as a faith
community hold up always the possibility
of repentance, even for someone such as
he.

“As death penalties continue to be
imposed, as executions continue to occur,
as all forms of violence in our society
continue to … kill life in all its stages of
development, it is not just murderers who
are on trial,” he said. “As a society, each
of us, and all of us together, are on trial.
You and I have a great challenge to lead
the people of Indiana and Illinois to seek
reconciliation and forgiveness rather than
the death penalty.” †

Cardinal Francis George of Chicago explains the Church’s opposition to capital punishment during a
Feb. 26 speech at The Centre in Evansville. The program was sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of
Evansville. Cardinal George will present a Lenten retreat for Pope John Paul II and the Roman Curia.
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Discussion Point

This Week’s Question

What problem have you experienced with praying?

“I conduct a lot of retreats for people, and I think one
of the challenges to prayer is the hectic [nature] of the
world. People have a hard time finding quiet time to
pray.” (Chrissy Weston, Sublimity, Ore.)

“My problem is prioritizing. Sometimes when I’m in
the middle of prayer, I think to myself, ‘Wait a minute.
I should be praying about something of greater impor-
tance.’ ” (Rosa Martin, Arabi, La.)

“For me personally it can become repetitive—almost
nagging—and there can be a feeling of, ‘Is anybody
listening?’ Also, I can get the feeling, ‘Why don’t I

Daily prayer is a vital part of a fulfilling life

Quiet time aids prayer life
deserve to have my prayers answered?’ ” (Mary
Ciofani, Amherst, N.Y.)

“The distractions around me: societal, family, job ....
Praying early in the day is best for me, before these
things crowd in on my thoughts.” (Carolyn Ruggles,
Yarmouth, Maine)

Lend Us Your Voice

An upcoming edition asks: Share an insight—found in
a book, heard during a seminar, told in a homily—that
helped make prayer more meaningful for you.

To respond for possible publication, write to Faith
Alive! at 3211 Fourth St. N.E., Washington, D.C.
20017-1100. †
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If prayer means connecting with the heart and soul of God, then it is a very adult skill that has to be
developed. Mentors are necessary. Even more important, practice is required. People who value prayer
as part of their lives must work to overcome obstacles.

By Fr. Herb Weber

In her classic novel Death Comes for
the Archbishop, Willa Cather depicts the
young bishop as a missionary traveling
with his longtime friend, Father Vaillant,
throughout the region of 19th-century
New Mexico.

Having slept the night on the ground,
the bishop awakes one morning in the
chilled air. Cather writes, “He said his
prayers before he rolled out of his blan-
kets, remembering Father Vaillant’s
maxim that if you said your prayers first,
you would find plenty of time for other
things afterward.”

In my experience, the opposite is true
as well. When you do other things first,
there never seems to be enough time for
prayer later on.

Finding time—making time—for
prayer is one of the major steps toward a
satisfactory prayer life.

During an “Introduction to Catholi-
cism” course for adults that I taught
recently, I conducted a nonscientific sur-
vey on prayer. Those present included
men and women who attended church
faithfully as well as those desiring to
return to the Catholic faith or trying to
understand better the faith they grew up
with.

Out of a list of a dozen possible obsta-
cles to prayer, three reasons surfaced as
the overwhelming ones. They were:

• Lack of time.
• Not knowing how to pray.
• Too many distractions.
Some in the survey indicated that the

lack of time was of their own making by
also checking “not a high priority.”

What the 50 participants said is that
prayer is hard and making room for it in a
busy schedule is especially difficult.

Mike, a supervising manager at a local
factory, told me that the only time he can
find for prayer is early in the morning. He
rises well before his school-age children
get up. The house is quiet—the only time
the house is quiet. He reads Scripture and
does centering prayer before another busy
day starts.

In some ways, the scene of Mike pray-
ing before the children get up is similar to
Cather’s bishop praying in the early hours
of dawn. Having enough time for prayer
is actually dependent on making enough
time.

Those who admitted they had not made
prayer a high priority knew also that the
time would never be found unless they
decided that prayer was vital to a fulfilled
life.

Perhaps the more surprising obstacle to
prayer listed on my survey was the lack
of knowledge about how to pray.

Many good people were taught prayers
when they were young. They know by
memory at least several basic prayers.
Others may quote psalms and verses of
church songs. Saying prayers, however, is
not always the same as actually praying.

If prayer means connecting with the
heart and soul of God, then it is a very
adult skill that has to be developed.
Mentors are necessary. Even more impor-
tant, practice is required.

Whenever I teach classes on prayer, I

give participants opportunities to try vari-
ous praying techniques. Like a coach,
however, I always suggest that they con-
tinue the practice at home.

That leads to the third major obstacle
to prayer pointed out by my class. In fact,
this was considered the most troublesome
of all hindrances to prayer; namely, that
there are too many distractions.

For some, having distractions during
prayer means the mind is wandering
while they are trying to focus on God.
This can happen during Scripture reading,
while saying the rosary or when partici-
pating in the Eucharist.

For many, it more than likely has a lot
to do with the difficulty of slowing down
after a busy day, being able to quiet the
spirit within and to create a focus.

To help overcome those obstacles, it is
necessary to spend time preparing for
prayer. Although prayer can take place
anywhere, having a particular prayer set-
ting can serve well.

I try to reserve one particular chair for
Scripture reading and meditative prayer.
If I am going to read the newspaper or a
novel, I always use a different chair.

Next to the prayer seat, I have posi-
tioned a small end table with a candle and
a Bible. Each time I sit there, I am drawn
much more quickly into the spirit of
prayer. Using subdued lighting or a can-
dle also helps create an atmosphere for
quiet prayer.

In the same way, some people choose
to pray in church. Even though our
church is located in the central part of the
city, we have managed to keep the doors
unlocked all day each day. Many parish-
ioners take advantage of that and stop by
for quiet prayer.

One retired man told me that his noon-
time visit is the highlight of his day. A
woman, who stops by after dropping her
child off at our school and before heading
to work, told me with a smile that I had
better not ever lock her out.

Obstacles to prayer will continue to
present themselves. Those who value
prayer as part of their lives will continue
to contend with those obstacles, working
hard to overcome them.

(Father Herb Weber is pastor of St. Peter
Parish in Mansfield, Ohio.) †

Christian communities must
become ‘schools’ of prayer
By David Gibson

“Prayer cannot be taken for granted.
We have to learn to pray,” Pope John Paul
II said in a January 2001 apostolic letter
closing the Jubilee Year.

“Our Christian communities must
become genuine ‘schools’ of prayer,” the
pope noted. “It would be wrong to think
that ordinary Christians can be content with
a shallow prayer that is unable to fill their
whole life. Especially in the face of the
many trials to which today’s world subjects
faith, they would be not only mediocre
Christians but ‘Christians at risk.’ ”

Because baptism represents an entry

into God’s holiness, “it would be a con-
tradiction to settle for a life of mediocrity
marked by a minimalist ethic and a shal-
low religiosity,” the pope commented. 

The ideal of perfection, he said, “must
not be misunderstood as if it involved
some kind of extraordinary existence pos-
sible only for a few.”

Prayer doesn’t close in upon itself, the
pope said. It opens the heart to God’s love
and “also opens it to the love of our
brothers and sisters,” enabling people of
prayer to shape the world “according to
God’s plan.”

(David Gibson edits Faith Alive!) †
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(Seventh in a series)

St. John Chrysostom was not known
as that during his lifetime. “Chrysostom”

is a title, Greek for
“golden-mouth,”
given to John after his
death because of his
eloquence.

John was born
about the year 347 in
Antioch, Syria. He
studied law and
rhetoric in Antioch

and he took special studies in Scripture.
He was a monk and a hermit for six years
until he overdid his austerity and his
health broke down. 

He was ordained a priest when he was
about 40. For the next 12 years, preach-
ing was John’s principal occupation and
his fame as a preacher spread throughout
the Roman Empire. More than 700 of
these sermons have come down to us,
and it was mainly because of them that
he was declared a doctor of the Church.
He is called “doctor of the Eucharist” for
his beautiful witness to the Real Presence
in the Eucharist.

In 397, he was kidnapped and taken to
Constantinople to be Archbishop of
Constantinople. He found the Church
there badly in need of reform. He began
at the top, cutting down the expenses for
the archbishop’s office and living as sim-
ply as he did when he was a monk or a
priest.

He got in trouble, though, when he
began to preach against the extravagances
and immodesty of the wealthy women he
saw in Constantinople. This got back to
the Empress Eudoxia, who felt personally
insulted when John interceded on behalf
of a certain widow whose country estate
was taken by Eudoxia by dishonest
means. Eudoxia began to look for a way
to get rid of this troublemaker.

In this she had a willing ally in
Archbishop Theophilus of Alexandria.
Theophilus landed at Constantinople in
June of 403 with several of his suffragan
bishops from Egypt. He got together 36
bishops in a house in Chalcedon, across
the Bosperus from Constantinople, and
they issued a sentence of deposition
against John and sent it to Emperor
Arcadius. Upon receiving it, Arcadius
issued an order for John’s banishment.

From the Editor Emeritus/John F. Fink

Maybe Thomas Wolfe (the first one)
was right. Maybe you can’t go home

again. But, once in a
while it’s a good
thing to drive by it. It
keeps you on track.

Recently, we had
an occasion to be in
the neighborhood of
the first house we
bought after we were
married and ready to
settle in a new place.

It’s small, a “starter” house as they say,
and in a neighborhood we learned later
was not exactly the best address in the
city.

We were thrilled to be homeowners,
full of nesting energy with two babies
and a GI mortgage as incentives. When
my husband told his colleagues at work
that we’d bought a home, they all smiled
and congratulated him. But, when he
told them where it was located, they
suddenly had to get back to work.

It seems we’d bought a National
Home nestled in a flood plain of the
White River near Ravenswood, a hotbed
of individualism and disdain for the
whims of nature. Some of the people
around there loved to party through the
frequent floods, tossing beer cans into

the drink and rowing boats back and
forth between their houses, which are all
built on stilts. Ours wasn’t.

The biggest irony was not that we
were gullible kids who bought a lemon,
but that our subdivision was called
“Ralston Heights.” We mulled that over
with the neighbors through many a
cleanup session. But, despite the floods,
that house was a home, and it continues
to carry the sweet memory of being our
family’s first.

The house had three bedrooms with
closets, one bathroom, a kitchen, a living
room and a utility closet for the furnace,
all crammed within 900 square feet of
living space. There was a one-car garage
with an attached room, which became
the setting for my husband’s model rail-
road, and a good-sized, fenced back yard
where the kids could play.

In the three years we lived in that
house, we managed to pack in two more
babies, and bought a “new” used car in
which I finally learned to drive. We also
had two major floods, which perma-
nently damaged some of our early attic
furniture and kept the children playing
indoors for a few weeks while the smelly
water receded.

During those years, all the kids had
measles, Jimmy fell out of his stroller

Sometimes we should go home again

Catholic Social Thought/
Fr. William J. Byron, S.J.

(Part IX)

Contemporary Catholic social thought,
building on Aristotle and Aquinas, under-

stands and applies the
notion of the “com-
mon good” in a com-
mon-sense way.

In its Pastoral
Constitution on the
Church in the Modern
World, The Second
Vatican Council
explained the com-
mon good as “the sum

of those conditions of social life which
allow social groups and their individual
members relatively thorough and ready
access to their own fulfillment” (#26). The
council immediately added that this prin-
ciple relates to “the general welfare of the
whole human family.”

Sally Spalatin-Moore, of Malibu,
Calif., has 10 “Credenda/Agenda”
(“Things to Believe/Things to Do”) prin-
ciples posted on her family’s refrigerator
door. One says, “Your choices must foster
the universality of the common good.”
Another says, “The common good insists
upon a global family.”

It is quite natural for families (and vot-
ers) to see the world through their respec-
tive kitchen windows. It is unusual, how-
ever, for the ordinary citizen’s worldview
to be truly global.

Respect for the person is one piece of
the common good. Also included is the
promotion of conditions that encourage
development of the full human potential
of all persons in all circumstances.

Another important part of the common
good is the maintenance, by public
authority, of peace and security.

In our day, however, the principle of
the common good has taken on global
proportions by reaching beyond family
and neighborhood to cross regional and
national boundaries.

What constitutes the common good in a
particular set of circumstances and a given
historical context always will be debat-
able. But if there is no debate—if there is
an absence of concern for or sensitivity to
the common good in public discourse—
then you have a clear indication that soci-
ety stands in need of help.

As a sense of community erodes, con-
cern for the common good declines. This
is an obvious danger in an age of individ-
ualism.

The New Dictionary of Catholic
Social Thought, edited by Judith A.
Dryer (Michael Glazier Books, 1994)
contains an interesting article on the
common good. It makes the point that
recent teaching presents two complemen-
tary themes relative to this concept,
namely, the individual’s obligation to
contribute to the common good and the
right of the individual to participate in
society’s benefits.

For better or worse, all of us in the
human community are in the same boat.
All of us have to work to keep it afloat
and pull our respective oars if progress is
to be achieved. Turn again to the
Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World (#25, 30) for further instruction on
this point:

The good of each person is bound up
with the good of the community, and the
obligations of justice and love are fulfilled
when each person contributes to the com-
mon good in accord with his or her abili-
ties and in light of the needs of others.

Commitment to the common good is
the ultimate self-improvement program!

(Jesuit Father William J. Byron is a pas-
tor and a noted economist, former distin-
guished professor of the practice of ethics
at Georgetown University and former
president of The Catholic University of
America and the University of Scranton.
This 10-part series appears biweekly.) †

He peered through the lower glass of
our kitchen storm door. Blood from a gap-

ing hole covered the
long white hair at the
left side of his neck. I
was on my way to
church that Sunday
before Thanksgiving,
but felt compelled
instead to place hot
compresses on his
neck. His cooperation
was remarkable. 

Since the end of summer when I real-
ized this stray cat was starving, he’d come
to our door daily for food. He was so wild
and frightened that it took two months
before he allowed me to pet him, despite
gentle coaxing. The cat even needed a
tranquilizer before I could get him into a
carrier to go to the veterinarian for treat-
ment of the neck wound. 

Dr. Morey Doyle recommended antibi-
otics for the abscess, shots, neutering, and
other procedures that meet cat health stan-

dards. While the cat was anesthetized, Doc
did a more thorough exam, revealing the
cat had also been shot. I saved the pellet
taken from his right flank. 

This caused additional concern. I was
upset initially because someone had aban-
doned this animal. (An intensive search
for his previous home was not productive.)
However, the pellet injury made me real-
ize if someone in our area is shooting ani-
mals, there is also danger to children. 

Studies show that a person capable of
animal abuse is usually capable of family
abuse or worse, but intelligent and consci-
entious readers already know that. So, I
won’t concentrate here on the horrible
prevalence of neglect and abuse in human
and animal lives.

Instead, back to the cat: When we
brought him home from the animal hospi-
tal, we waited a while before introducing
him indoors to our older Ziggy-cat, who
did not welcome the newbie with open
paws. Yet, the younger cat is now so well
domesticated that even my husband’s spo-

A cautionary, peaceful (?) tale between two kitties

The Common
Good

Doctors of the Church: John Chrysostom
John was sent to Bithynia, but he

wasn’t there long. An earthquake shook
Constantinople and this terrified the
superstitious Eudoxia so much that she
asked Arcadius to recall John, sending
John a letter in which she implored him
to return.

But John wasn’t back in his cathedral
for long. Two months later, Eudoxia
resolved once again to get rid of John.
On Holy Saturday of 404, imperial sol-
diers broke into the cathedral. John was
taken to Cucusus in the Taurus
Mountains of Armenia. He remained
there for three years, during which he
carried on a large correspondence, com-
forting and guiding his flock. He also
wrote a long letter to Pope Innocent I,
telling him the full story of his persecu-
tion.

Arcadius then ordered that John be
moved still farther away, to Pityus at the
eastern end of the Black Sea. He died on
the way, in Comana, Cappadocia, on
Sept. 14, 407.

His feast day is celebrated on Sept. 13.

(John F. Fink’s new two-volume book,
The Doctors of the Church, is available

and knocked out a front tooth, and Kate
had some fever seizures, which scared
the living daylights out of us. We also
met and became lifelong friends with the
families on both sides of us.

One was a young Catholic family
very similar to ours, and the other was
an older German DP (displaced persons)
couple and their two little boys. We
helped each other with driving and
babysitting and shopping, and shared our
experiences of different childhoods,
backgrounds and work. But we all
believed in, and hoped to attain, the
American Dream.

Now, when we drive slowly past, that
humble little house represents to us the
flush of young married love, the promise
and responsibility of children and the
comfort of friends. It reminds us of
where we were then, and where we
wanted to go.

Most of all, it represents a time when
we had more future than we had past,
and the future was always bright. It’s
something to reflect upon during Lent,
when we review the past and hope for
the brightest future possible.

(Cynthia Dewes, a member of St. Paul
the Apostle Parish in Greencastle, is a
regular columnist for The Criterion.) †

radic comment—“This just isn’t going to
work”—lacks emphasis.

When I first began feeding the new cat,
I called him Domino because he reminded
me of a white domino—more white fur
than black spots. Long before that fur
began flying in December, Domino’s
name also reminded me of the Latin
Dominus vobiscum, meaning “The Lord
be with you.” So whenever I notice spats
brewing between the two cats, I chant
that, hoping my mellow tone might mel-
low them. 

Even so, I know I’ll never hear either
cat respond to my Dominus vobiscum
with the traditional Et cum spiritu tuo,
which means, “And also with you.”
Rather, they might be thinking something
much less respectful, especially toward
the humans who abandoned them. Yes,
Ziggy once was a rescued animal, too.

(Shirley Vogler Meister, a member of
Christ the King Parish in Indianapolis, is
a regular columnist for The Criterion.) †

Perspectives

Faithful Lines/Shirley Vogler Meister

Cornucopia/Cynthia Dewes
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The Sunday Readings
Sunday, March 4, 2001
• Deuteronomy 26:4-10
• Romans 10:8-13
• Luke 4:1-13

The Book of Deuteronomy is the
source of this weekend’s first reading.

Central to the col-
lective religious and
indeed ethnic experi-
ence of the Hebrew
people was the
Exodus, the flight of
the Hebrew slaves
from Egypt and their
eventual arrival in the
land God promised
them.

Deuteronomy is one of the first five
books of the Bible. Jews call these five
books the Torah. They chronicle the
Exodus and also give the requirements
imposed by God for those who are faith-
ful.

In this weekend’s reading, the Exodus
is underway. Moses is teaching the peo-
ple. By the power of God, they were res-
cued from Egypt and all its misery. God
guided them across the sea and the desert.

Finally, God led them to a land flowing
with milk and honey. It would be their
land, their home and their security.

In return, they were to worship God.
This was the chief national vocation, to
honor God and to give God all homage.

St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans sup-
plies the second reading.

When Paul was alive, Rome was not
only the political and cultural center of
the Western World, it also was the largest
city in the Roman Empire. It attracted
people from all parts of the great Roman
realm. Some came to Rome in search of
economic success. Others were in the
military. Other people were involved in
the considerable governmental apparatus
needed to maintain order in the empire.

Among these people were many Jews.
Even today, the Jewish community in
Rome is large, and it regards itself to be
the longest surviving and therefore oldest
Jewish congregation in the world.

(It should be remembered that after the
Jewish revolt against Rome in 70 A.D.,
the Roman army slaughtered or scattered
most Jewish communities in what had
become Palestine.)

Usually Jews were in the early
Christian congregations. Indeed, initial
Christian evangelization often occurred in
synagogues. So it is reasonably presumed
that Jews constituted at least a portion of
the Christian community to which this
epistle was sent.

However, the congregation included
others, which was to have been expected
in a city as cosmopolitan as Rome.

To them all, Paul wrote that Jesus is
the victor over death. He is risen! Belief
in the Resurrection is the centerpiece of

Christian belief. If anyone truly believes
that Jesus is Lord and believes in the
Resurrection, then this person has opened
the door to personal salvation and per-
sonal eternal life.

Thus, with emphasis, Paul declares that
everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved (Rom 10:13).

St. Luke’s Gospel is the source of the
third reading. The story is familiar. It also
appears in Matthew and Mark.

The story is about power. Carefully
stated in the Gospel is the fact that divine
power reposes in Jesus. The Spirit of God
has led Jesus, the Gospel says. It is not as
if the Spirit of God led Jesus into a likeli-
hood of temptation, but the Spirit empow-
ered Jesus.

The devil is also powerful. He seeks
control over the earth. It is his realm in
many instances because humans, whom
God commissioned as stewards of the
earth, have surrendered it in so many
cases to the devil.

The duel, however, is not between
equals. Luke depicts the devil as seriously
wanting. For all his power, the devil still
cannot instantly recognize Jesus, the very
Son of God. Jesus intrigues the devil. The
devil tempts Jesus, but the devil does not
fully grasp the reality of the Incarnation.

Jesus proclaims the truth. Regardless
of human sin and diabolical power, cre-
ation belongs to God because it is of God.

Finally, Jesus rebukes the devil and
orders him to depart. The devil obeys.
This is the ultimate sign of the divine
power in Jesus.

Reflection
Lent has begun. The Church leads us

into the first full week with very bluntly
stated lessons.

It sets the stage with the first reading
from Deuteronomy. Much like the
Hebrew people who escaped from slavery
in Egypt thousands of years ago, many
modern believers are, or have been,
enslaved. Sin is slavery. Hopelessness is
slavery.

Jesus is the light in the darkness. He
is the victor over death. Death is the ulti-
mate slavery. Sincere belief in Jesus
frees us.

As we turn to Jesus, and as we search
for the truth, Jesus gives us strength. He is
the source of all life. He is the Word. He is
the Creator, the agent by which God’s lim-
itless, perfect love creates new life.

Lent reminds us, as does the Gospel,
that we cannot ever ignore or discount the
power of evil, personified in the devil.
However, despite his power, Satan is
finite.

Infinitely beyond the devil is the good
and merciful Lord. It is in this Lord that
we trust. From this Lord we receive the
power to press forward in our quest for
holiness—our quest through Lent and our
quest through life to grow closer to God. †

First Sunday of Lent/Msgr. Owen F. Campion

Daily Readings
Monday, March 5
Leviticus 19:1-2,11-18
Psalm 19:8-10, 15
Matthew 25:31-46

Tuesday, March 6
Isaiah 55:10-11
Psalm 34:4-7, 16-19
Matthew 6:7-15

Wednesday, March 7
Perpetua and Felicity, martyrs
Jonah 3:1-10
Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19
Luke 11:29-32

Thursday, March 8
John of God, religious
Esther C:12, 14-16, 23-25
Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8
Matthew 7:7-12

Friday, March 9
Frances of Rome, religious
Ezra 18:21-28
Psalm 130:1-8
Matthew 5:20-26

Saturday, March 10
Deuteronomy 26:16-19
Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8
Matthew 5:43-48

Sunday, March 11
Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18
Psalm 27:1, 7-9, 13-14
Philemon 3:17-4:1
or Philemon 3:20-4:1
Luke 9:28b-36

My Journey to God

Oh God, Lord of my life,
If only I could conquer
The wayward desires which twist my 

soul.
Never would I stumble in discontent
As I doubt Your will for me.

Lord God, hear my plea:
When my faltering faith wavers,
Deluge me with your love.

By Louise Becker

Psalm 151

QI’ve read your column for years and
now have a question about the Holy

Trinity. Which person
in the Trinity is the
Creator?

St. Paul writes
about Jesus, “In him
were created all
things in heaven and
on earth” (Col 1:16).
Yet in the creed we
say, “I believe in
God, the Father

almighty, creator of heaven and earth.”
Then, in the hymn to the Holy Spirit, we
sing, “Come Holy Ghost, creator blest.”

Are they all creators? How do we
explain this? (Wisconsin)

AWe must realize first of all that we
do not have—and as limited crea-

tures, could not possibly have—a thor-
ough “explanation” of the nature or the
works of the Holy Trinity. The reason,
of course, is that we are dealing with the
greatest, and central, mystery of the
Christian faith.

Practically everything we know of the
Trinity has come from the Church’s the-
ological and spiritual reflection on two
sources: how Jesus talked about the
interrelationships between himself and
the Father and the Holy Spirit; and how
Christians, individually and collectively,
experience the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit in their lives.

Jesus, for example, speaks of sending
the Spirit. In numerous passages we
read how the very early Christians are
quite conscious that their actions are
undertaken under the guidance and
direction of the Holy Spirit. (See Acts
10:44, 11:12 and 13:2 among many
other examples.)

Very gradually, in somewhat different
ways in the East and West, the Church
began to explore the connections
between the Trinity’s life and actions
“ad intra” as they are sometimes called,
God’s inner life, and God’s actions “ad
extra,” what God does outside himself,
in creation.

This brings us closer to the answer to
your question, insofar as we can have
one. While they relate in some mysteri-
ous ways with each other as “persons,”
the Father, the begotten Son and the
Spirit who proceeds from both share
equally the one divine nature.

Each is distinct, but each is truly
God.

From this perspective, every action of
God that involves creation, including
creation itself, is coequally the action of
all three persons. Since there is only one
God-substance, none of the three act
independently. Whatever is done outside
of their co-existent relationship, all do.

Thus, it is proper and necessary to
say that the Father, Son and Spirit are
involved in the work of creation and in
all that sustains and affects that creation.

At the same time, as God reveals
himself in the Scriptures, specific divine
actions are attributed to one or another
of the three persons. External actions of
God are seen as appropriate (thus the
term appropriation) to a particular per-
son in view of that person’s “place” in
the inner life of the Trinity.

The Father, for example, because he
is without principle or origin in the eter-
nal Trinity, is associated with power and
creation.

The Spirit, who is viewed as the
union of love between the Father and
Son, is associated with holiness, com-
fort, all those human experiences that
result from the fire and joy of love.

The Son is seen as the Word gener-
ated from eternity, not as a creature, but
as sharing the God-nature with the
Father. Qualities attributed to him
include orderliness and filial love of the
Father. In him, as the Word made flesh,
the kingdom of God is revealed as pre-
sent in our human existence.

While only the Son took on our
human nature and entered eternal glory
through the paschal mystery of his death
and resurrection, all three persons were,
and are, involved and active in the entire
saving life and work of Jesus.

It is impossible here to give extensive
biblical references to all these truths.
But a little serious looking up of pas-
sages in the Old and New Testaments
will yield a multitude of examples of
these ways of speaking about the one
God and the internal communal life and
external actions of the Holy Trinity.

(A free brochure answering questions
that Catholics ask about ecumenism,
intercommunion and other ways of shar-
ing with people of other faiths is avail-
able by sending a stamped and self-
addressed envelope to Father John
Dietzen, Box 325, Peoria, IL 61651.
Questions may be sent to Father Dietzen
at the same address or by e-mail to 
jjdietzen@aol.com.) †

(Louise Becker is a member of St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross Parish in Bright. She
resides in Lawrenceburg.)
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Question Corner/Fr. John Dietzen

Holy Trinity is central
mystery of our faith
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March 1
St. Michael Church, 519
Jefferson Blvd., Greenfield.
Seventh of eight-week Bible
study series, “Jesus’ Last
Discourse,” 7 p.m.
Information: 317-462-5010.

March 2
Sisters of St. Francis of
Oldenburg, motherhouse,
22143 Main St., Oldenburg.
National day of prayer, con-
templation and fasting, morn-
ing prayer, 10 a.m. EST, after-
noon prayer 12:45 p.m. EST,
followed by exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament until 4:15
p.m. and Vespers, 4:30 p.m.
Information: 812-933-6456.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Gabriel Parish, 6000 W.
34th St., Indianapolis. Six-
week adult education series,
“Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” 7:45-9 p.m., no pre-
registration required.
Information: 317-291-7014.

◆ ◆ ◆
St. Gabriel Parish, 6000 W.
34th St., Indianapolis. Lenten
fish fry, 5-7:30 p.m., pizza, fish
and sandwiches, carryout avail-
able. Information: 317-291-
7014.

◆ ◆ ◆

Blessed Sacrament Chapel, SS.
Peter and Paul Cathedral, 1347

N. Meridian St., Indianapolis.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, 12:30-7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Benediction and
Stations of the Cross.

◆ ◆ ◆

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Parish, old chapel, 335 S.
Meridian St., Greenwood.
Catholic Charismatic Renewal
of Central Indiana, 7 p.m., fol-
lowed by praise/worship and
the Mass. Information: 317-
888-2861.

◆ ◆ ◆

Little Flower School, base-
ment, 1401 N. Bosart St., Indi-
anapolis. Fish fry, 4:30-8 p.m.,
dinner $5, children’s menu,
Mass 5:30 p.m., Stations of the
Cross, 6:15 p.m. Information:
317-357-8352.

March 3
St. Luke Parish, 7575 Holiday
Drive E., Indianapolis. Couple
to Couple League, Natural
Family Planning classes, first
of four-class series, 9 a.m.
Information: 317-259-4373.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish,
Social Hall, 4050 E. 38th St.,
Indianapolis. Spring 2001
benefit fashion show and lun-
cheon, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., $25.
Information: 317-545-4247.

March 4
St. Nicholas Parish, Parish
Hall, 6461 E. St. Nicholas Dr.,
Sunman. Benefit breakfast for
Natalie Gilday, 7:30 a.m.-noon,
freewill offering.

◆ ◆ ◆

Holy Spirit Church, 7243 E.
10th St., Indianapolis.
Vespers, Benediction, Lenten
reflection, “Return to Me,”
Father John Maung, 7 p.m.
Information: 317-351-1701.

March 4-7
Mary, Queen of Peace Parish,
1005 W. Main St., Danville.
Lenten mission, Franciscan
Father Finian Zaucha, 7-
8:30 p.m. Information: 317-
745-4284.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Joseph Hill Parish, 2605 
St. Joe Rd. West, Sellersburg.
Mission, Passionist Father
James DeManuele, 7 p.m., rec-
onciliation and refreshments
each evening. Information:
812-246-2512.

March 5
Christ the King School, 5858
Crittenden Ave., Indianapolis.
“Welcome Home” series for
non-practicing Catholics, 7
p.m. Information: 317-255-
3666.

March 6
Holy Spirit Church, 7243 E.
10th St., Indianapolis.
Vespers, Benediction, Lenten
reflection, “Return to Me,”
Father John Maung, 7 p.m.
Information: 317-351-1701.

March 7
St. Monica Parish, Daily Mass
Chapel, 6131 N. Michigan Rd.,

The Active List
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Indianapolis. Pro-life informa-
tional session, “Natural Family
Planning,” 7 p.m. Information:
317-842-8966.

◆ ◆ ◆

Mount Saint Francis Retreat
Center, 101 St. Anthony Dr.,
Mount St. Francis. Lenten
prayer programs, 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
programs include Mass, no reg-
istration, free-will offering,
bring “brown bag” lunch.
Information: 812-923-8817.

March 8
Cardinal Ritter High School,
3360 West 30th St., Indian-
apolis. Pre-registration and
curriculum night for incoming
seventh-grade through ninth-
grade students, and transfer
students, and their parents,
6:30 p.m. Information: 317-
927-7821.

March 9
Holy Trinity Parish, Buckhold
Hall, 902 N. Holmes Ave.,
Indianapolis. Fish and shrimp
dinners, 5:30-7:30 p.m., carry-
out available. Information:
317-636-3739.

◆ ◆ ◆

Our Lady of Lourdes School,
cafeteria, 5333 E. Washington
St., Indianapolis. Fish fry, 6-
8 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

Blessed Sacrament Chapel, SS.
Peter and Paul Cathedral, 1347
N. Meridian St., Indianapolis.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, 12:30-7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Benediction and
Stations of the Cross.

March 11
SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral,
1347 N. Meridian St., Indian-
apolis. Vespers (evening
prayer), each Sunday through
Easter, 5 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆
Mary’s Schoenstatt, Rexville,
(located on 925 South, .8 mile
east of 421 South, 12 miles
south of Versailles). “Baptismal
Covenant Compartment,” 2:30
p.m., followed by Mass, 3:30
p.m., Father Elmer Burwinkel.
Information: 812-689-3551.

◆ ◆ ◆
Holy Cross Parish, Kelley
Gymnasium, 125 N. Oriental
St., Indianapolis. St. Patrick’s
Day celebration, 4-7 p.m.,
admission $5, adults only.
Information: 317-637-2620 or
317-787-1779.

March 16
Holy Trinity Parish, Buckhold
Hall, 902 N. Holmes Ave.,
Indianapolis. Fish and shrimp
dinners, 5:30-7:30 p.m., carry-
out available. Information:
317-636-3739.

March 16-17
St. Michael Parish, 3354 W.

30th St., Indianapolis. Saint
Meinrad School of Theology,
“Exploring Our Catholic Faith”
workshop, Fri. 7-9:30 p.m.,
Sat. 9 a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m.,
$50, less for seniors.
Registration: 317-955-6451.

Recurring

Daily
Our Lady of the Greenwood
Parish, 335 S. Meridian St.,
Greenwood. Perpetual adora-
tion.

◆ ◆ ◆

Holy Rosary Church, 520
Stevens St., Indianapolis.
Tridentine (Latin) Mass, Mon.-
Fri., noon; Wed., Fri., 5:30
p.m. Information: 317-636-
4478.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Joan of Arc Parish, 4217
Central Ave., Indianapolis.
Prayer line, 317-767-9479.

Weekly

Sundays
Holy Rosary Church, 520
Stevens St., Indianapolis.
Tridentine Mass, 10 a.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Rita Church, 1733 Dr.
Andrew J. Brown Ave.,
Indianapolis. Mass in
Vietnamese, 2 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Joseph Church, 2605 St.
Joe Road W., Sellersburg. “Be
Not Afraid” holy hour, 6 p.m.,
confessions, Benediction.

◆ ◆ ◆

Christ the King Church, 1827
Kessler Blvd. E. Dr., Indian-
apolis. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, 7:30-9
p.m.; rosary for world peace,
8 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Gabriel Church, 6000 W.
34th St., Indianapolis. Spanish

Mass, 5 p.m.

Mondays
Our Lady of the Greenwood
Chapel, 335 S. Meridian St.,
Greenwood. Prayer group,
7:30 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Thomas the Apostle
Church, 523 S. Merrill St.,
Fortville. Rosary, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesdays 
St. Joseph Church, 2605 St.
Joe Rd. W., Sellersburg.
Shepherds of Christ rosary,
prayers after 7 p.m. Mass. 

◆ ◆ ◆

Holy Name Parish, 89 N. 17th
St., Beech Grove. Prayer
group, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Anne Parish, Hamburg.
“The Faith Explained,” by
Father Greg Bramlage, 7-8:30
p.m. Information: 812-934-
5854.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Joan of Arc Parish, 4217
Central Ave., Indianapolis.
Bible sharing, 7 p.m.
Information: 317-283-5508.

Wednesdays
Divine Mercy Chapel, 3354 W.
30th St. (behind St. Michael
Church), Indianapolis. Marian
prayers for priests, 3-4 p.m.
Information: 317-271-8016.

◆ ◆ ◆

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Chapel, 335 S. Meridian St.,
Greenwood. Rosary and
Chaplet of Divine Mercy,
7 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

Archbishop O’Meara Catholic
Center, 1400 N. Meridian St.,
Indianapolis. Adult Survivors
of Childhood Sexual Abuse,
Catholic Social Services pro-
gram, 6-8 p.m. Information:

“I know you've given up some foods you enjoy 
for Lent, Ed, but this is ridiculous.”

© 2001 CNS Graphics

—  Birthline presents  —

“Love
Works Magic”

Fashion Show & Luncheon
Saturday, March 17, 2001

11:30 a.m. — Cash Bar
12:00 noon — Lunch

Ritz Charles, Inc.
12156 North Meridian Street

Fashions by Red Ella

For reservations call
317-466-9656

before March 3, 2001

$20.00 Donation
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The Active List, continued from page 16

317-236-1538.
◆ ◆ ◆

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 5692 Central Ave.,
Indianapolis. Marian Move-
ment of Priests prayer cenacle,
1 p.m. Information: 317-257-
2266.

Thursdays
St. Lawrence Chapel, 6944 E.
46th St., Indianapolis. Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, 7
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mass. 

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Mary Church, 415 E. Eighth
St., New Albany. Shepherds of
Christ prayers for lay and reli-
gious vocations, 7 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Malachy Church, 326 N.
Green St., Brownsburg.
Liturgy of the Hours, 7 p.m.
Information: 317-852-3195.

◆ ◆ ◆

Christ the King Chapel, 1827
Kessler Blvd. E. Dr., Indiana-
polis. Marian prayers for
priests, 5:30-6:30 a.m. 

◆ ◆ ◆

Fatima K of C, 1040 N. Post
Road, Indianapolis. Euchre,
7 p.m. Information: 317-638-
8416.

◆ ◆ ◆

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish
Hall, 1125 S. Meridian St.,
Indianapolis. Adult religious
education, 7:30 p.m.
Information: 317-638-5551.

Fridays
St. Susanna Church, 1210 E.
Main St., Plainfield. Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament,
8 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Lawrence Chapel, 6944 E.
46th St., Indianapolis.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Benediction and Mass.

◆ ◆ ◆

Affiliated Women’s Services,
Inc. (abortion clinic), 2215
Distributors Dr., Indianapolis.
Pro-life rosary, 10 a.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

Christ the King Chapel, 1827
Kessler Blvd. E. Dr., Indian-
apolis. Marian prayers for
priests, 5:30-6:30 a.m.

Saturdays
Clinic for Women (abortion
clinic), E. 38th St. and Parker
Ave., Indianapolis. Pro-life
rosary, 9:30 a.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

Holy Rosary Church, 520
Stevens St., Indianapolis.
Tridentine Mass, 9 a.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Patrick Church, 950
Prospect St., Indianapolis.
Mass in English, 4 p.m.

Monthly

First Sundays
St. Paul Church, 218 Scheller
Ave., Sellersburg. Prayer
group, 7-8:15 p.m.
Information: 812-246-4555.

◆ ◆ ◆

Fatima K of C, 1040 N. Post
Road, Indianapolis. Euchre,
1 p.m. Information: 317-638-
8416.

◆ ◆ ◆

Holy Cross Church, 125 N.
Oriental St., Indianapolis. Mass
for Catholics in recovery, 5 p.m.
Information: 317-637-2620.

First Mondays
Archbishop O’Meara Catholic
Center, 1400 N. Meridian St.,
Indianapolis. Guardian Angel
Guild board meeting, 9:30 a.m.

First Tuesdays
Divine Mercy Chapel, 3354 W.
30th St., Indianapolis.
Confession, 6:45 p.m.;
Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament, 7:30 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

St. Joseph Church, 2605 St. Joe
Rd. W., Sellersburg. Holy hour
for religious vocations,

Benediction and exposition of
Blessed Sacrament after 7 p.m.
Mass.

First Fridays
Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Church, 1752 Scheller Lane,
New Albany. Adoration, con-
cluding with confessions at 6
p.m. Benediction at 6:45 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

Holy Guardian Angels

Church, 405 U.S. 52, Cedar
Grove. Eucharistic adoration
after 8 a.m. Mass-5 p.m.

◆ ◆ ◆

Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
5333 E. Washington St.,
Indianapolis. Exposition of
Blessed Sacrament, prayer
service, 7:30 p.m. †

Since its earliest 

beginnings, St. Francis

Hospital & Health Centers has 

been committed to its community. To meet

the needs of those it serves, St. Francis offers a full

range of services including cardiac care, bone marrow transplants, 

OB and women’s services and orthopedic surgery, for which it was recently rated 

"Best in the Nation." Call (317) 782-7997 for more information.

Beech Grove  ·  Indianapolis  ·  Mooresville
www.stfrancishospitals.org

Leading the way to
a healthier community.
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Candlelight Services
with

“the Torch Candle”
These candles provide a 
unique concept for church
candlelight services.

COLLECTS WAX inside cup
instead of on hands, clothing
or floors. Non-flammable plas-
tic cups.
SHIELDS THE FLAME from air
movement, thereby far safer than
present candles with paper disks.
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FOR LONGEVITY, cup can be
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CHOICE OF COLORS: White or
Red.
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Cup Holders!
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$178.00 per 1,000

Krieg Bros. Established 1892
Catholic Supply House, Inc.

119 S. Meridian St., Indpls., IN 46225
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317-638-3416    1-800-428-3767

Hours:
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9:30 to 5:30
Saturday — 9:30 to 5:00
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Please submit in writing to our
office by 10 a.m. Mon. the
week of publication; be sure to
state date of death. Obituaries
of archdiocesan priests and
religious sisters serving our
archdiocese are listed elsewhere
in The Criterion. Order priests
and brothers are included here,
unless they are natives of the
archdiocese or have other
connections to it.

ASHBY, Daryl W., 59,
St. Anthony of Padua,
Clarksville, Feb. 16. Husband
of Virginia Ashby. Father of
Rick Cates, Kelly and Robbie
Ashby, Aimee and Lori Hess.
Son of Virginia Ashby. Brother
of Dwight and Emmett Ashby.
Grandfather of three.

BARMORE, Robert L., 76,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
New Albany, Feb. 11. Husband
of Mildred E. Barmore. Father
of Judy Douglas and Robert
Barmore Jr. Brother of Leo
Barmore. Grandfather of three.
Great-grandfather of four.

BIDDLE, Joseph E. III, 54,
St. Michael, Bradford, Feb. 12.
Husband of Patricia (Riggs)
Biddle. Father of Melissa
Bowman, Heather, Michael and
Troy Biddle. Grandfather of
eight.

BIR, Hugh E., Sr., 85,
St. Michael, Bradford, Feb. 10.

Father of Ann Marie Bostock,
Mary Cervantes, Irene Joyce,
Betty Jo Schmidt and Hugh Bir
Jr. Brother of Bertha Beavin,
Mildred Schaefer, Claude,
Dennis and Norbert Bir. Grand-
father of 14. Great-grandfather
of nine.

BROWN, Dale Allen, 43,
St. Lawrence, Indianapolis,
Jan. 25.

DAY, Thomas J., 80, Feb. 17.
Brother of Rosetta Jacoby and
John Day. Uncle of several.

DIETZ, Clara M., 100,
St. Louis, Batesville, Feb. 19.
Mother  of Alice Baker, Bill,
James and John Dietz. Sister of
Matilda Dailey. Grandmother of
11. Great-grandmother of 16.

FAHY, Imelda N., 86,
St. Lawrence, Indianapolis,
Feb. 16. Aunt of several.

FRY, Timothy Joseph, 65,
St. Bernadette, Indianapolis,
Feb. 16. Husband of Mary Jo
(Smith) Fry. Father of Teresa
Hornberger and Timothy Fry.
Brother of Sally Stenehjem and
Tony Fry. Grandfather of two.

FRYE, Bernice Joan
(Lannon), 70, St. Bernadette,
Indianapolis, Feb. 15. Mother
of Margaret French, Dorothy
King, Bill and Robert Frye.
Grandmother of six.

HARRIS, Nancye M., 76,

St. Joseph, Shelbyville, Feb. 14.
Mother of Nanette Hart, Bill,
John, Rick and Tim Harris.
Sister of Colin and Roy
O’Leary. Grandmother of 15.
Great-grandmother of seven.

HELLMICH, Irene, 91,
St. Mary, Greensburg, Feb. 23.
Mother of Ruth Ann Bishop,
Shirley Gang, Charles and
Donald Hellmich. Grandmother
of 12. Great-grandmother of 15.

HENSGEN, Nickolas C., 53,
St. Anthony of Padua, Clarks-
ville, Feb. 16. Husband of Cheri
Hensgen. Father of Amber,
Andrea and Nick Hensgen Jr.
Brother of Robert and Theodore
Hensgen. 

HIGGS, Richard E., Sr., 83,
Holy Spirit, Indianapolis, Jan.
26. Husband of Nancy
(Waterman) Higgs. Father of
Laura Mays and Richard Higgs
Jr. Brother of Dorothy Thomas,
Charles and Robert Higgs.
Grandfather of five.

KOETTER, Teresa M., 41,
Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
New Albany, Feb. 10. Wife of
Bernard Koetter. Mother of
Ashley, Daniel and Gregory
Koetter. Daughter of Alice
Lally. Sister of Sharon Jenkins,
Karen Pritchett, Edmond, Kevin
and Michael Lally.

LANE, Peggy Marie
(Brinneman), 81, St. Simon
the Apostle, Indianapolis, Feb.
18. Mother of Dennis and Rick
Lane. Grandmother of three.
Great-grandmother of one.

LIME, Frances Pauline, 85,
Holy Spirit, Indianapolis, Feb.
17. Mother of Christopher, John
and Joseph Lime. Grandmother
of nine. Great-grandmother of
three.

LYONS, Pearl M. Wright, 72,
St. Monica, Indianapolis, Feb.

18. Wife of Roger Lyons Jr.,
Mother of Paphretta MacIsaac,
Kelly O’Brien, Valarie Roberts,
Terri, Bobbie, Gilbert and
Roger Lyons. Grandmother of
13. Great-grandmother of 15.

MUNSON, Gertrude M., 93,
St. Mark, Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 

MURPHY, Helen T., 79, Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, New
Albany, Feb. 10. Mother of
Carla Kapfhammer, Diane and
Terry Murphy. Sister of Donald
Parsons. Grandmother of six.
Great-grandmother of one.

PIETRO, Rosemary
(McCaslin), 80, Holy Spirit,
Indianapolis, Feb. 9. Mother of
Dalene Zinkan and Anthony
Pietro. Grandmother of five.
Great-grandmother of five.

POE, Helen F., 82, St. Joseph,
Shelbyville, Feb. 14. Mother of
Frank Poe. Grandmother of
three.

POWELL, Helen A., 87,
Annunciation, Brazil, Feb. 9.
Sister of Clara McCool, Mary

McCullough, Sister Rose Ann
and Harry Born. 

PRICE, Georgia Wilz
Snoeberger, 82, Holy Name,
Beech Grove, Jan. 27. Mother
of Toni Howard and Mary Jean
Weller. Stepmother of Mary
Kerfort, Joyce Renfrow,
Mildred Schnoor, Earl and
James Price. Sister of Jean Bies
and Kathleen Brown. Grand-
mother of five. Step-grand-
mother of 17. Great-grand-
mother of two. Step-great-
grandmother of 30. Step-great-
great-grandmother of two.

ROTHRA, Phyllis A., 76,
St. Michael, Brookville,
Feb. 14. Mother of Terry
Rhodes. Grandmother of one.

SCOTT, Roscoe Conklin, 82,
St. Thomas Aquinas,
Indianapolis, Feb. 9. Father of
Phyllis Clemons, Jacquelyn
Heady, Frieda Lewis, Darrell
and Roscoe Scott.

STERGAR, Martha J., 92,
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Terre

Haute, Feb. 14. Wife of Louis
Stergar. Mother of Dianna
Brandenberg and Michael
Stergar. Grandmother of six.
Great-grandmother of six.

STEFANKO, Frank J., 81,
St. Michael, Indianapolis, Feb.
10. Husband of Ruth
(Banesteel) Stefanko. Father of
Patricia Guilfoy, Linda and
Lawrence Stefanko.
Grandfather of three.

STONICH, Santa A., 79,
St. Malachy, Brownsburg, Feb.
11. Wife of Harry C. Stonich.
Mother of Catherine Deal and
Jacqueline Schrader.
Grandmother of six. Great-
grandmother of four.

VERMILYE, Bernice, 81,
St. Michael, Greenfield, Feb.
13. Mother of Ann Churchill.
Stepmother of Peggy Lepine
and Clyde Campbell. Sister of
Helen Callanan and Fred
Pretak. Grandmother of 11.
Great-grandmother of 17.

WATTS, Donald Pershing, 
82, Holy Spirit, Indianapolis,
Feb. 17. Husband of Mary L.
(Swint) Watts. Father of Pat
Bierman, Jan Gratigny, Kathy
Henderlong, Sandi Lyle, Mike,
Paul, Steven and Warren Watts.
Brother of Jeanne Perry.
Grandfather of 23. Great-grand-
father of eight.

WHITSETT, Joseph E., 82,
St. Mark, Indianapolis, Feb. 16.
Father of Rebecca Armbruster,
Anne Barnes and Joseph
Whitsett Jr. Brother of Robert
Whitsett. Grandfather of eight.
Great-grandfather of three.

WILMER, Susan Marie, 46,
St. Mary, Greensburg, Feb. 21.
Mother of Joyce Koughn,
Karen Stricker and Casper
Wilmer III. Sister of Mary
Brogan, Angela Miller, Dot
Perkins, Rita Sallee, Andy, Art,
Donald, Harold “Tony,” Jacob
and Raymond Powers.
Grandmother of three.

WILSON, Mary E. (Schwab),
67, Prince of Peace, Madison,
Feb. 16. Wife of Charles T.
“Chuck” Sr. Mother of Terry
Jenkins May and Charles
Wilson Jr. Sister of Catherine
Burress, Frances Lock,
Marguerite Schmidt and Joseph
Schwab. Grandmother of seven.

WOLFLA, Ruth, 77,
St. Christopher, Indianapolis,
Feb. 11. Mother of Dorothy
Gatlin and Nancy Lee.
Stepmother of Helena Harrison,
Theresa Wright and Charles
Wolfla. Sister of Robert
Dockter. Grandmother of eight.
Great-grandmother of two.

YANES, Robert “Chico,” 59,
St. Michael, Indianapolis, Feb.
5. Husband of Mary Jean Yanes.
Father of Lisa, Michael and
Robert Yanes. Brother of Dean,
Donald and Howard Robinson.
Grandfather of three. †

Rest in peace

Brazil
Catholics pray
during an outdoor
Mass Feb. 25 in
Brasilia, the capi-
tal of Brazil. More
than 30,000 peo-
ple gathered for a
36-hour period of
prayer and com-
munion, counter-
ing the revelry of
Carnival festivi-
ties taking place
prior to Lent.

C
N

S 
ph

ot
o 

fro
m

 R
eu

te
rs

God 
is here.

Our Lady of Peace Cemetery, Calvary, Holy Cross, St. Joseph Cemeteries, Indianapolis

Calvary, St. Joseph Cemeteries, Terre Haute

Catholic
Cemeteries
Association
317-574-8898
317-784-4439

North 
South 

Shadeland Mortuary • Keystone Mortuary • Feeney Hornak • Stop
Eleven Road Chapel • Beech Grove Chapel • Little and Sons •
Familiy Funeral Care • Jordan Gray Funeral Home • Shadeland
Mortuary • Keystone Mortuary • Feeney Hornak • Stop Eleven Road
Chapel • Beech Grove Chapel • Little and Sons • Familiy Funeral
Care • Jordan Gray Funeral Home • Shadeland Mortuary • Keystone
Mortuary • Feeney Hornak • Stop Eleven Road Chapel • Beech Grove
Chapel • Little and Sons • Familiy Funeral Care • Jordan Gray
Funeral Home • Shadeland Mortuary • Keystone Mortuary • Feeney
Hornak • Stop Eleven Road Chapel • Beech Grove Chapel • Little and
Sons • Familiy Funeral Care • Jordan Gray Funeral Home •
Shadeland Mortuary • Keystone Mortuary • Feeney Hornak • Stop
Eleven Road Chapel • Beech Grove Chapel • Little and Sons • Familiy
Funeral Care • Jordan Gray Funeral Home • Shadeland Mortuary •
Keystone Mortuary • Feeney Hornak • Stop Eleven Road Chapel •
Beech Grove Chapel • Little and Sons • Familiy Funeral Care • Jordan  

We’re all over town 317-291-7029 Free Dinner Seminars

The Annuity Marketplace
Always Featuring The Highest Multi-Year Guaranteed

Interest Rates

March, 2001
The American Equity Investment Life 

Insurance Company, Des Moines, Iowa

5 Year Interest Rate of 

7.00%*
Surrender Charges 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 0%

or
3 Year Interest Rate of 

6.50%*
Surrender Charges 9, 8, 7, 0%

(Minimum Investment $20,000.00)

FEATURES INCLUDE:

• Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate (3%
After Chosen Guarantee Period)

• Tax Deferred Build-Up (If Interest Is Left To
Accumulate)

• Immediate Income • You Can Begin Receiving In
30 Days, A Monthly Income From Interest.

• May Avoid Probate Costs

• 100% Liquid After 5 Years

• No Up Front Sales Charge • 100% Of Your
Money Is Working For You.

Sorg Financial Services
1711 North Shadeland Avenue

Indianapolis, IN 46219
317-356-4396

Toll Free 1-866-374-3921

For complete information, call . . . Jim Sorg

Tax Treatment. Neither American Equity nor any of its agents give
legal, tax or investment advice. Consult a qualified advisor.

*Rates as of 2-1-01 are subject to change on new issues after 3-16-01.
After chosen Guarantee Period, may continue as a traditional fixed
annuity, interest declared annually and 3% minimum guaranteed inter-
est rate. Available in most states.
01-MW-2

HHUURRRRYY!!

TTHHIISS RRAATTEE

GGOOOODD UUNNTTIILL

MMAARRCCHH 1155tthh



THANK YOU Sweet Jesus & St.
Jude for prayers answered M.A.P

THANKS to St. Jude & Blessed
Mary for prayers answered E.L.W.

Novena
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Classified Directory 
For information about rates for classified advertising, call (317) 236-1572.

Positions Available

Assisted Living

Gutter

Real Estate
Vacation Rentals Home Improvement

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD HHAANNDDYYMMAANN
Painting, Kitchen & Bath

Remodeling, Residential Roofing
All Types General Home Repair

Dependable/Insured/Family Man
FREE
ESTIMATES 331177-335577-88995555

FT. MYERS, Florida, on the
beach. Great view. $375/wk.
317-823-9880.

NEW SMYRNA Beach, FLA.
Oceanfront condo, fully furn. 2
BR/2 BA., 2 pools & tennis. Visit
Disney, Epcot, NASA, & enjoy the
beach, too! Phone 904-427-5376

PANAMA CITY Beach, Twnhse.,
sleeps 6, cable TV/VCR, 2BR.,
1½BA., patio, grill, laundry room.
Pool, tennis & mini. golf. 502-459-
6180

MADEIRA BEACH, Fla., beach
front condo. 2BR/2BA, pool,
jacuzi. 90 min. from Disney. 270-
242-6415

LAKE WAWASEE cottage,
weekly rate $950. Call 317-255-
3827 for more information.

OCEAN FRONT Panama City
Beach condo’s for rent by owner.
2 or 3 bdrms. 229-438-7601

Electrical

KELLY’S
GUTTER SERVICE

Gutter Cleaning • Light Hauling
Free Estimates • Minor Repair

889-2985  
(off duty Indianapolis Firefighter)

Old and New Wiring • Wall Outlets • Blown Fuses
Overloaded Circuits • Appliance Wiring

100 and 200 Amp Service • Y2K Backup Systems
Split Circuits • Repair Service

EMERGENCY SERVICE

317-787-5367 FREE ESTIMATES

Rock Bottom Prices

HAMMANS ELECTRIC, INC.
– Complete Electrical –

Installations, Service & Repairs.
Licensed-Bonded-Insured.

Emergency Service.
Senior Citizens Discount.

317-351-3670

Why move?
Assisted Living at Home

• Light Housekeeping
• Transportation/Errand Service
• Meal Planning/Preparation
• BEST COMPANION SCREENING

(317) 596-7187
Respite Services Available

Buying or Selling?
I can help!

317-507-5883
“YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD REALTOR”

Steve J. Sergi
Broker/Owner

Tax Services

Tax Service
Refund Anticipation Loans

Over 112 Yrs. Combined Tax Experience

Taxes Filed Electronically
Late Tax Returns Filed

Lafayette Rd. At 38th Next to Taco Bell

3804 Lafayette Rd. 317-290-1100

Take a Look
At This!!!

The Senior Health Insurance
Information Program (SHIIP) is
looking for volunteers throughout
Indiana who would like to learn to
assist Medicare beneficiaries, their

families and others with health insurance issues.

VVoolluunntteeeerr OOppppoorrttuunniittyy
SHIIP (a part of the Indiana Department of
Insurance) is a FREE information program for
individuals who have questions on Medicare,
Medicaid, HoosierRx, and other health insur-
ance issues.
We will train you to be a certified SHIIP coun-
selor. If you are interested in helping in 
YOUR community 
please call: 880000-445522-44880000
Flexible volunteer hours! Serve your community

Retirees especially welcome to apply

Principal
Roger Bacon High School

Cincinnati, Ohio
Roger Bacon High School is an inter-parochial,
Archdiocesan high school, owned and operated by
the Franciscan Friars. The school serves 800 young
men and women with a faculty and staff of 90 and
has served the Archdiocese since 1928. Roger Bacon
provides a Franciscan-based education to a diverse
student population. The principal is answerable to a
Franciscan president and is responsible for the daily
operations of the school.
A candidate should be a practicing Catholic, hold a
Master’s degree, be able to be certified/licensed in
the state of Ohio (or working toward such), have at
least five years of teaching experience (preferably
in a Catholic school) and have had several years
of administrative experience. Employment begins
July 1, 2001.
Applications must be received by March 15, 2001.
Applications and questions should be directed to:

Fr. James Bok, O.F.M.
Principal Search Committee

1615 Vine Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45210
513-721-4700 ext. 3216

SSoocciiaall MMiinniissttrryy DDiirreeccttoorr
The Cathedral of Christ the King, located in a neighborhood area in
Lexington, Kentucky, seeks a qualified individual for the newly created
position of Social Responsibility Director. As part of a 10 member staff
serving a parish of 2800 families and a parish elementary school, this
individual will be responsible for coordination and evaluation of the
Cathedral’s developing parish social responsibility programs. Applicant
must be a Roman Catholic in good standing and have experience in
parish or community social action work, strong communication, organiza-
tional, and pastoral skills, and knowledge of Catholic social teachings.
Send résumé with your authorized list of personal references and com-
ments concerning your accomplishments and personal vision of parish
social mission to The Cathedral of Christ the King, Attn: Chair SRC
Search, 299 Colony Blvd., Lexington, KY 40502, or e-mail to
bvruschell@aol.com. Deadline: April 15.

Youth Minister
Needed

For application Write or Call
Fr. Steve Schaftlein
Search Committee

St. Mary’s Church, 302 East McKee Street
Greensburg, IN 47240

1-812-663-8427

CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
in North Atlanta seeks Principal

Candidate must be Catholic with M.Ed. in Administration
Seeking enthusiastic, spiritual and progressive leader, dedi-
cated to academic excellence and parish community involve-
ment. 500 student enrollment in grades K–8: on the leading

edge of technology and curriculm development.

AApppplliiccaattiioonn DDeeaaddlliinnee:: MMaarrcchh 99:: SSttaarrtt DDaattee:: JJuullyy 11.. 
RRééssuummééss ttoo:: PPrriinncciippaall SSeeaarrcchh CCoommmmiitttteeee..

ST. JUDE THE APOSTLE SCHOOL
7171 Glenridge Drive, N.E. • Atlanta, GA 30328

www.saintjude.net

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
St. Gabriel Elementary School in Connersville, Indiana
invites qualified practicing Catholics to apply for the
position of principal. Responsibilities include supervi-
sion and support of a dedicated staff and 154 stu-
dents.

The candidate must have excellent administrative and
communications skills, the leadership and creativity to
facilitate growth in this preschool through grade six
environment. Candidate must have the ability to convey
high expectations for students and staff.

Candidate must hold or be elegible for a valid Indiana
School Administrative License, and possess qualifica-
tions the Search Committee may find appropriate and
acceptable.

Please respond to:

Mickey Lentz
Executive Committee, OCE
Archdiocese of Indianapolis

1400 N. Meridian St.
Indianapolis, IN 46206

For Rent
BACHELOR APT Beech Grove,
furn., $425, No Pets. 6 mo. lease,
$250 dep. dlxe. spacious rooms,
new carpet. 317-784-4616

Seamless Gutters, Soffit, 
Siding & Roofing

317-839-3933 317-253-2636
West North
317-784-1214 317-898-4016
South East

Roofing
D & S ROOFING

24-hour service!
Rubber, torch downs, hot tar roofs,

reroof and tearoffs.
• Any large or small repairs

• Wind or hail damage repairs
Call Dale for free estimates!

317-357-4341
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

25 years experience • References available

Miscellaneous For Sale
HAMMOND CONSOLE Organ,
dble. kybrd., full base pedals,
Leslie sound system. $1,485.
317-784-4616

Dog Baths
$11–$20 by appointment

317-255-6063
Ask about our church fund-raising program

Eastwood Kennels
6130 Allisonville Rd.

Factory Direct Pricing
Professional Installation 

Best Value, GUARANTEED
Windows•Doors•Siding•Roofing

Visit Our Showroom at
5350 Madison Ave.

Or Call For Our Free Shop
At Home Service

317-783-7884
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Financing Available

Dog Grooming
Call to advertise

317-236-1572

Call to advertise
317-236-1572

Call to advertise
317-236-1572

Call to advertise
317-236-1572

TEETH
Almost everyone
has them & almost
no one can afford to
take care of them.

Catch the wave and help lead a
team that is sweeping the USA

market off its feet. We’re the only
Dental Referral Company in the
USA to discover the simplest,

most lucrative way to market to
corporations and individuals
including the Senior market.

ANYONE CAN BUILD AN
INCREDIBLE SIX FIGURE

INCOME
VESTED FOR LIFE

Full time and part time positions.
NO ONE HAS WHAT WE HAVE,

NO ONE!

NNeett EEvveenn IInnssuurraannccee CCoommppaanniieess

Call 317-849-3639

HORSE LOVERS... LET’S RIDE!
Well-maintained 4 acre property
w/ 1300 sq. ft. home located 15
min. W. of Plainfield. Barn w/ sm.
indoor riding arena for working/
training/enjoying your horse
year-round. $160,000. Call FMI &
appt. 317-539-2169

Unique Career Transition
Prestigious Wall Street investment
firm announces an opportunity to

develop a second career while
maintaining your current position.

You can keep your current job
during your training for a new
career in financial services.

Extensive training combined with
high earnings potential, bonuses,
and profit sharing. Professional

background required.
Fax or E-mail résumé to:

First Investors Corporation, Dept. G
Fax: 317-845-5747

E-mail: ficindpls@worldnet.att.net

Stick with 
the Best!

Advertise Today
Call   317-236-1572

Indiana’s Largest Weekly Newspaper
72,000 subscribers • 39 counties

CCrriitteerriioonnThe

Asphalt Paving

RROOWWEE PPAAVVIINNGG CCOO..
• Residential Driveways

• Commercial Parking Lots

Call 852-0102 or 898-3373 

PPaarrtt-ttiimmee DDiirreeccttoorr
Meridian Hills Cooperative Nursery School seeks a
part-time director to facilitate the educational expe-
rience of parents, teachers, and children. The part-
time director would work with a population of
approximately 68 families and five teachers about
10–15 hours per week. Interested applicants
should have experience with a cooperative nursery
school, and should understand developmentally
appropriate practices for pre-schoolers, as defined
by NAEYC. Please send résumés to:

Leslie Kleschick
8521 Williams Cove Ct.
Indianapolis, IN 46260 

or call (317) 466-0807 for further information.

Meridian Hills Cooperative Nursery School is
dedicated to being a nondiscriminatory, equal
opportunity school.

Deaton’s Mechanical
Let Us Prove Ourselves to You!...
Heating & Air Conditioning

Complete Sales & Service
(We do oil furnaces)

Plumbing
Water heaters/Softners

Drain Cleanings
Construction Services
Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Commercial/Residential
A family owned business

317-357-6903
24-hour service • Free Estimates
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Paid Advertisement

St. Bonaventure Indian
Mission and School Ad

strips into the white area of this page.
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