
“Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) is dedi-
cated to providing archdiocesan youth with 
opportunities to grow spiritually, culturally, 
socially and athletically through various  
extracurricular activities,” said Ed Tinder,   
director of CYO. “Each and every CYO 
 program is an extraordinary experience for 
the young people who participate.”

This year, 15,000 young people participated in a 
variety of programs such as sports activities, science 
fairs and music contests. CYO also offers a large array 
of summer residential camping programs and year-
round education classes at Camp Rancho  Framasa, 

located in Brown 
County. All CYO 
programs offer a core 
faith component that 
blends Catholic spiritu-
ality and education with 
having fun. 

Teaching Catholic values beyond the classroom 
helps bring youth to their full potential by provid-
ing memorable experiences that build moral char-
acter, leadership skills, team building, self-esteem 
and pride. “Our mission is to teach Catholic youth 
how to live the Gospel values,” said Tinder.

“It is important that our CYO coaches and counselors 
recognize that they are role models who perpetuate 
the volunteer spirit. They have a great impact on 
future parish and community volunteer leadership. 
When young people grow up, they have wonderful 
memories of their coaches and  counselors and want to 
give back in the same way,” said Tinder.

These early life experiences have influenced many 

personal and corporate donors who support the 
mission of CYO. Currently, the organization has 
four endowment funds in the Catholic Community 
Foundation, which is a wonderful beginning to 
ensure a sound financial future.

The newest of these, the Catholic Youth Organiza-
tion Sahm-Kuntz Legacy Endowment Fund, was 
established in 2006 through personal and corporate 
sponsorships. It is a unique endowment because it 
is partially funded by 65 sponsors who give $1,500 
to CYO annually. Half of each $1,500 gift is used 
for operations, and the other half is directed into 
this endowment. This year, the Catholic Youth 
 Organization Sahm-Kuntz Legacy Endowment 
Fund received a generous estate gift, which increased 
the fund’s balance to $188,575. “We are grateful for 
each donor’s gift on behalf of CYO,” said Tinder.

Tinder’s goal is to continue to find ways to increase 
CYO endowments so that the next generation 
will have operating funds in perpetuity, which will 
enable young people to enjoy being educated and 
formed by CYO activities for years to come.

If you would like to make a gift to the Catholic Youth 
Organization Sahm-Kuntz Legacy Endowment 
Fund, please contact the Catholic Community  
Foundation at 317-236-1482, 800-382-9836, 
ext. 1482, or ebrunner@archindy.org. We will be happy 
to assist you.

                        Published in the 2007-2008 Catholic Community
                            Foundation, Inc.  Annual Report.

F     aith-filled Fun
Creates Lasting Memories


