
“I want St. Patrick to continue to be a 
 beacon of hope in our community  . . .” 

Msgr. Lawrence Moran was born on May 8, 1927, 
and was ordained an archdiocesan priest 25 years 
later. He celebrated his Golden Jubilee in 2002 
and served as pastor at St. Patrick Parish in Terre 
Haute for 20 years. 

“I received my vocation from the good Catholic 
home in which I was raised. One day when I was 
in sixth grade, one of the Franciscan sisters asked 
me if I had ever thought about becoming a priest,” 
Msgr. Moran reflected. 

He prayed about becoming a priest, and by eighth 
grade, he asked his mom and dad if he could attend 
Saint Meinrad. At first, his parents were reluctant 
to allow their young son to live so far away from 
home. In the end, they agreed to let him attend 
high school at Saint Meinrad. 

“I am grateful to my mom and dad because they 
made a lot of sacrifices to get me there and keep 
me there. One of the best things that ever hap-
pened to me was my twelve-year education and 
spiritual formation at Saint Meinrad. It was a 
wonderful education and a great time to be in 
seminary,” he explained.

These early experiences influenced Msgr. Moran’s 
calling to his priestly vocation and kindled his passion 
for Catholic education. His enthusiasm is so great 
that he has established 32 charitable gift annuities 
through the Catholic Community Foundation. 

“I had some extra money, and I wanted to do good 
things in the areas that I believe in so strongly—
Catholic education, seminarian education, priest 
retirement, Catholic radio and pro-life causes,” 
said Msgr. Moran. “Charitable gift annuities are 
one of the best ways to produce a steady personal 
income in retirement. It is a win-win situation for 
the Catholic Community Foundation and for me. 
Charitable gift annuities allow me to choose the 
programs that will benefit in perpetuity through 
endowments after I am no longer here.

“St. Patrick School is the only elementary school 
left in the Terre Haute Deanery. Many people are 
giving their blood, sweat and tears through their 
time, talent and treasure. We are, through Catholic 
education, hopefully ‘building saints and scholars’ 
for future generations. Ten endowments will enable 
St. Patrick Parish and School to endure financial 
strains in the future,” Msgr. Moran explained. “I 
want St. Patrick Parish to continue to be a beacon 
of hope in our  community, sending rays of light 
and direction,  warning of dangers and guiding 
people Home, as it has since 1881.”

For more information about establishing charitable gift 
annuities with the Catholic Community Foundation, 
please contact us at 317-236-1482, 800-382-9836, 
ext. 1482, or ebrunner@archindy.org. We will be happy 
to assist you.

Published in the 2006-2007 Catholic Community Foundation, Inc.  
Annual Report.

G race in Giving




