
 A Message from Fr. Jim Farrell:     

On behalf of Archbishop Tobin and the Archdiocese of 

Indianapolis, I am pleased to announce the appointment  

of the new director for Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House!  

 

Mrs. Georgene Beiriger is a member of St. Barnabas Parish.  She has been 

married to husband Joe for 37 years. They are proud parents of daughter, 

Christine, and recently gained a son-in-law this past fall! She has been 

controller, department head, director and shareholder at MD Wessler 

Engineering Firm for the last seventeen years. Prior to that she held several 

other positions including director of food services for Evansville Schools 

overseeing 35 cafeterias and 215 employees.  Georgene has a certificate in 

spiritual direction from the Benedict Inn, and she is  more than halfway 

towards completion of a masters' degree in theology from St. Meinrad. She 

has overseen construction projects as well.  Georgene is a deeply committed 

member of the Church and has steadily grown in the faith. 

 

I have known Georgene since the summer of 2002 when I arrived at St. 

Barnabas Parish as pastor.  Immediately she struck me as a conscientious, 

prayerful and talented steward of God's many gifts.   Through my six years as 

pastor, I frequently had the opportunity to rely on her wisdom and insight in 

guiding our parish through several seasons of a spiritual renewal process 

known to many as Christ Renews His Parish.  I was blessed to see her rise as a 

leader among her peers, as the women of St. Barnabas continued to grow 

beyond the scope of Christ Renews.  Georgene organized and coordinated 

various spiritual opportunities and then she led them!  Balanced and faithful 

in her spiritual life, Georgene brings to Fatima a Spirit-led desire to 

accomplish the will of God in her life. She feels called to the work of Fatima 

Retreat House. Here is a quote from Georgene about her appointment: 

   



Over the years, I, like thousands of other seekers, have found Our Lady of 
Fatima Retreat House to be a holy place of rest and revelation of God's love 
and mercy. And for the past year and a half as an Advisory Board member, I 
have had the pleasure of learning more in detail about the steady growth and 
evolving mission of Fatima.  I am so impressed with the work Fatima does. I 
believe in and fully support what we are doing within the Archdiocese, not 
only for spiritual renewal and enrichment of Catholics and people of all 
faiths, but also the programs that reach out to those of us in pain and those 
of us who are disadvantaged in life for various reasons. In response to the 
Holy Father's call to be a Church of Mercy, I want to see Fatima's presence 
and impact grow significantly in the Archdiocese over the next several years. 
I believe that this is what God is calling Fatima to do now. 
 
Sandy Pasotti and I wholeheartedly agree that Georgene's experience and 
education seem uniquely suited to support and guide Fatima in her continued 
growth and development as the Archdiocesan Retreat House.  I am grateful 
that God has been so attentive to Fatima's needs.  How could God do other 
than that, for the Mother of God's own son is interceding for us?  
 
My new title at Fatima will be Director of Mission Advancement. I am not 
leaving Fatima but I am surrendering the administrative responsibilities for 
the day to day operation of Fatima to Georgene.  With my increasingly busy 
schedule at St. Pius X Parish, my visits to Fatima were diminishing in quantity 
and length. We are employing this new administrative model to allow for the 
person responsible for the operation of the retreat house to be available and 
onsite not only to provide leadership and direction but to effectively support 
the implementation of the master plan for the future of the retreat house.  
  
I will work with Georgene, and with associate directors Cheryl McSweeney 
and Mary Schaffner, to continue assessing our program and retreat offerings 
in our efforts to address the needs of all age groups and life situations.  
 
Georgene will begin full time at Fatima May 2nd. We welcome Georgene to 
the Fatima Retreat House family and ask for your prayers during this time of 
transition for all involved.  
 
Sincerely,  
Fr. Jim Farrell 
Director  
 

 

Georgene Beiriger, new Director of  
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House 
"In my past retreat ministry, and currently as a spiritual 
director, I am invested in using my gifts to the benefit of 
the spiritual growth of others. This is my passion." 


