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Dear Friends,

Every year brings new blessings and challenges for each of us. 
This year has been a very rewarding year for us on so many 
levels, from our annual fundraiser to the many food drives 
we hosted; to the youth center programs we provide and the 
outreach to support those in recovery programs. One central 
theme is clear: everyone is welcome and is worthy of God’s 
healing grace. 

I would like to thank everyone – volunteers, donors, staff 
and clients – who participate in the programs we provide in 
the Wabash valley. For the clients we serve, life has a way of 
making the most simple of things seem the greatest of bur-
dens: enough to eat, enough money for the heating bill or this 
month’s rent. It is because of the wonderful, unselfish support 
of those who donate to Catholic Charities Terre Haute that we 
are able to help families. We are so grateful to you who make 
the programs we provide possible. Please know that you are 
always included in our prayers.

Thank you again for your support and interest in Catholic 
Charities Terre Haute. Please help us and others in our commu-
nity and if you know someone who is in need, give them our 
contact information. We also invite you to visit us when you 
have an opportunity so you can learn more about the agency 
and how you are a vital link in our mission.

God Bless,
John C. Etling
Agency Director

Simeon House is discontinuing services. 

During the Fall of 2007, Catholic Charities Terre Haute, 
in addition to the five other Catholic Charities agencies in 
our archdiocese, conducted an in-depth assessment of its 
mission, strategic plan, programming, financial stability 
and the changing needs of the community and 
clients it serves. The review made it clear 
that the best course of action for the Simeon 
House is to close the program and its resi-
dential services. 

Since 1978 the 
Simeon House, 
a congregate 
living program, 
has provided 
a facility for 
the elderly in 
our community 
that duplicates 
a family-style 
environment. 
located at 1801 
Poplar Street, 
the facility can accommodate up to 
14 residents. Rent, utilities and three 
meals per day are only $550 per 
month. 

The Simeon House has had difficulty 
for the past five years maintaining levels of capacity. 
Congregate senior living is not an attractive option for 
seniors today. They either choose other housing op-
tions or require a level of care higher than what Catholic 
Charities is able to provide. 

The process for closure began Oct. 29, 2007 and con-
cluded Dec. 31, 2007. We worked with our residents and 
families to find other appropriate, affordable housing.

We want to thank everyone in the Terre Haute and great-
er Wabash valley communities for their support of the 
Simeon House. Catholic Charities Terre Haute will con-
tinue to provide programs and services in the community 
through the Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank, 
Ryves youth Center at Etling Hall, the Christmas House 
and the Bethany House.
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33rd Annual Fundraising Dinner: Sept. 20, 2007
This evening’s dinner was a huge success with more than 350 

people in attendance and raising more than $33,000 through ticket 
and silent auction sales. We’d like to thank all those in attendance 
and our corporate sponsors for the evening. 

This year the agency advisory council honored three 
individuals for their longtime commitment to Catholic Charities 
Terre Haute and their service to the poor and vulnerable in Wabash 
valley. 

Here are three articles where our distinguished service 
honorees describe why they dedicated their lives to Catholic 
Charities, written by Catholic Charities Intern Rita Sinsko.

Pat Etling: “Little Way of Serving God” 
“The reason we are put on this earth is to love God and to 

help out,” said Mrs. Pat Etling, whose family has served Catholic 
Charities since before the Terre Haute office of Catholic Charities 
existed.  

“The need was there and no one was helping…as long as there 
is the need, keep going,” said Pat Etling, as if the inception of 
Catholic Charities Terre Haute was a natural event. John Etling 
was on the advisory council of Catholic Social Services of Central 
Indiana in 1973 (now known as Catholic Charities Indianapolis) 
and one thing simply led to another: John started an office in Terre 
Haute, which led to general help for people, to 
a pro-life group, to the Simeon House.

Since her husband John started in the 
office in 1981, Pat Etling has helped with the 
financials, food and in-kind distribution and 
reports, especially at the food bank. “As a 
family we became involved,” said Etling. “John 
uses his contacts to help and share all of the 
things that he did have. He always tried to help 
out people. I thought that was pretty unique and 
tried to help out too.”

“Catholic Charities has always been dear 
to my family’s heart. We believe that we are 
serving God in serving Catholic Charities,” said 
Pat Etling. It is clear that these family values 
have lived on in their children, as her son, John 
C. Etling, is now the Catholic Charities Terre 
Haute agency director, following his father.

Ray Broshar: “Opportunity for 
Good Work”

Ray Broshar was awarded for his service 
to Catholic Charities Terre Haute. Other 
people deserve the honor Broshar said, “My 
wife is very active at the Christmas Store, 
she ought to get the award. Pat Armstrong 
runs the Christmas store. She is a remarkable 
human being and ought to be getting some 
recognition.”

Bethany House Renovations

The kitchen has been stripped down to the studs and 
is being prepared for expansion.

Another view of the kitchen as it is prepared 
for renovation.

The expanded kitchen and work areas are seen 
from outside.

While the demand for congregate 
senior living is declining, the plight 
of homeless families is increasing. 
The Bethany House was recently 
renovated to better serve these 
families. This project was possible 
because of a facility rehabilitation 
program through the 
Community Building 
and Development Grant 
and the City of Terre 
Haute Department 
of Redevelopment. 
The primary areas of 
this project are the 
kitchen and dining 
areas that support the 
soup kitchen as well 
as the installation of 
a sprinkler system in 
the residential areas of the facility. 
We strive always to serve clients in 
a dignified way and this beautiful 
renovation will allow us to do just that. 

The renovation project was completed 
in January and we held an open house 
and blessing during the same month. 

During renovations we were operating 
the soup kitchen in the lower level 
of Ryves youth Center during the 

same hours, 
11:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. 
everyday. The 

Clothes Closet has 
remained available in 
a limited capacity to 
accept donations and 

provide items for anyone in need. 
Much of the activity however was 
maintained on an appointment basis 
due to safety issues of working in 
and around construction activities. 

The renovations will provide us 
with a facility that will allow us 
to continue the work we have 
provided for more than 28 years 
at this location and to increase our 

programming. 
In the near 
future education 
and outreach 
programs such as 
cooking classes, 
budgeting, 
financing, start-
up business 
programs, 
community 
building, voter 

registration, advocacy and referrals, 
career guidance, and counseling will 
be offered to our clients at this facility. 
The Bethany House also serves as 
the base for the Ryves Neighborhood 
Association (RNA) Neighborhood 
Patrol as well as other community-
building, grassroots activities.

He saw that The Tribune Star had an “opportunity for good 
work in the community” with an empty printing building they 
owned. For 14 years, Catholic Charities was provided the 
workspace and all utilities for free. Ever since, Broshar helped 
Catholic Charities as the council treasurer. 

Broshar said he is “happy to support Catholic Charities by 
doing good work and serving the community… [He sees] God 
and community as synonymous. Catholic Charities and the church 
are part of the community. We are serving God as well as the 
community.”

Pat Junker: “A Life of Service”
At this year’s benefit dinner and silent auction, Pat Junker won 

an award for, as she said, “all my years.” After retiring from the 
advisory council last Christmas, Junker was surprised that she 
won. 

“When I got this award I said I wouldn’t go [to the benefit] 
because of my knee surgery, so they called my kids and they all 
got me to go. I said I wasn’t going to go without them, so I bought 
a table and all the kids showed up at the award,” said Junker.

“I love to brag about my kids,” said Junker who got her 
whole family involved in her good work. Her husband, Howard, 

contributed to the benefit dinners and her five children worked 
along side her in much of her volunteering, especially at the 
Christmas Store and the church. 

Pat Junker has promoted Catholic Charities benefit dances 
and silent auctions since the 1970s. In the early 
1980s, St. leonard’s Father Galvan requested 
she represent the parish to Catholic Charities, 
while helping to create the agency advisory 
council. 

In addition to serving on the council, 
Junker volunteered in every aspect of Catholic 
Charities. While she mainly volunteered at the 
Clothes Closet, Junker assisted at the Food Bank 
with her family friend, Pat Etling, and helped 
develop the Christmas Store, otherwise known 
as the “Miracle on 14th Street,” and the West 
Terre Haute food bank with Sister Brendan 

 Harvey of the Sisters of the Providence.

After 
serving for 
the better 
part of 20 
years, Broshar 
retired from 
his post 
as council 
treasurer just 
a year ago. 
Broshar met 
“Big” John 
Etling when 
he moved to 
Terre Haute in 
the early 1980s and became acquainted with Catholic Charities. 

Soon after their meeting, it came to Broshar’s attention that 
Etling had a problem; Catholic Charities was getting displaced 
from its office. Being in the stock and bond business, Broshar said 
he saw a “fine opportunity to help a good organization” and was 
able to make use of his contacts to find a solution. 
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Providing Help. Creating Hope.
Dear Friends,

Catholic Charities Terre Haute is grateful to everyone in our community who 
recognizes our responsibility to help those less fortunate, struggling or in need. We realize 
that we can’t do everything, but we know we must do something. We do the best with what 
we have available to help out and achieve the mission that has been set forth by the 
traditions and history of the men and women who have worked to make this agency an 
essential part of this community. 

This annual report is an effort to be accountable to the donors, volunteers, and staff of 
Catholic Charities Terre Haute for the work we do in our community. It is our hope that 
you find us to be good stewards of the resources you provide and to the clients we serve. 
We are partners in this effort to help lift those families and individuals that find themselves 
in difficulty in their lives. Just as the need existed 33 years ago, that need and your 
willingness to be included are still significant today. 

Please take just a moment to look over this report. We feel that we offer programs and 
facilities that make a difference in the lives of our clients, but we also recognize that this 
work must continue with even greater urgency to those most affected by poverty and 
hunger. 

Thank you for being partners with us and for keeping the flame of hope alive in our 
community.

John C. Etling, Agency Director
Catholic Charities Terre Haute

Secretariat for Catholic Charities and Family Ministries
www.CatholicCharitiesIndy.org

The Secretariat for Catholic Charities and Family Ministries encompasses six Catholic Charities agencies: 

• Catholic Charities Indianapolis
• St. Elizabeth/Coleman Pregnancy and Adoption Services
• Catholic Charities Bloomington
• Catholic Charities Terre Haute
• Catholic Charities Tell City
• St. Elizabeth – Catholic Charities (New Albany) 

Each agency serves any person in need in their respective deanery, with the exception of our adoption services 
available in Indianapolis and New Albany. These two agencies are licensed adoption agencies for the states of 
Indiana and Kentucky.

Collectively last year all six agencies served more than 94,000 individuals with the combined revenue and support 
of $9,396,803 and expenses of $8,676,508. More than 88% of all funds raised go directly towards program and 
client support. The 35 programs administered by Catholic Charities help individuals and families work towards 
self-sufficiency and maintain their dignity.

Each agency has an advisory council to help determine local priorities. In addition, the secretariat (department) 
has an advisory council to determine the priorities of Catholic Charities as-a-whole. 

David Siler, executive director for the Secretariat for Catholic Charities and Family Ministries
Stefanie Anderson, communications and marketing coordinator for the Secretariat for Catholic Charities and 
Family Ministries

William Spangler, President of the Secretariat Advisory Council

Members during Fiscal Year 2007

Jake Asher
Bob Buckner
David Bethuram
Dave Grimes
Father Don Schmidlin
Jim McGillivray
Mary Ann Browning
Peggy Magee
Pinkie Evans
Ron Mead
Roberta Walton
Sister Marlene Shapley
Tom Hirschauer

Revenues  

United Way 120,133 11.66%
Investment Income 25,164 2.44%
Bequests 146,399 14.20%
Government Grants 244,770 23.75%
Foundations 20,820 2.02%
Contributions 206,415 20.03%
Archdiocese 89,543 8.69%
Fees 147,301 14.29%
Special Events 25,640 2.49%
In-Kind 4,439 .043%

Total Revenue 1,030,625 100.00%

Expenses  

Salaries $440,948 46.17%
Professional fees 4,598 0.48%
Taxes & Benefits 126,064 13.20%
Specific Assistance 60,581 6.34%
Other 5,169 0.54%
Occupancy 153,411 16.06%
Supplies 30,848 3.23%
Building & Maintenance 23,091 2.42%
Transportation 23,048 2.41%
Depreciation 87,259 9.14%

Total Expense $955,017 
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Bethany House
Revenue for the program $228,500
Expenses $187,263

Nights of shelter provided
Adults 2,563 days
Children 2,590 days
Meals 14,459

Fishes and Loaves Soup Kitchen: 
open to all who are hungry
Meals served 28,822
Food baskets 31

Clothes Closet
Items of clothing distributed 84,287

In order to help some of the poorest 
and most vulnerable in the Wabash 
Valley, our Bethany House services 
have several components: shelter for 
families, soup kitchen for anyone who 
is hungry and a free clothes closet. All 
services are designed to help all 
individuals and families when they are 
in need, regardless of why they need 
our help.

Shelter: The Bethany House opened 
in April 1980, always serving home-
less families from a variety of back-
grounds: those with homes that have 
burned, refugees, migrant families, 
pregnant women and, most commonly, 
single mothers with young children. 

Length of stay is determined by the 
family’s needs. Our staff works 
closely with each family to help them 
develop better life skills to meet the 
challenges of daily living and main-
tain stable housing. Residents are 
assigned chores to help in the opera-
tion of Bethany House and this also 
helps the staff gauge each resident’s 
ability and willingness to work toward 
the goal of finding employment and 

Christmas House and 
Household Exchange

Revenue for the program $53,888
Expenses $54,077

Clients served with Christmas assistance 
2,867 Individuals
792 Families

Number of individuals served by age 
range:
Adults 1445
Teenagers (13-17) 336
Children (1-12) 1016
Infants (0-12 mos.) 70

272 Families served by Household 
Exchange Program
201 Donor Households to the Household 
Exchange

Christmas House: For over 30 years, 
Catholic Charities Terre Haute and the 
Terre Haute Deanery Council of 
Catholic Women have sponsored and 
operated the Christmas Store, provid-
ing clothing and presents for families 
who otherwise could not afford them.

Over 300 volunteers work year-round 
to solicit, collect and sort thousands of 
pieces of donations. In 2007 The 
Christmas Store served clients from 
Nov. 27 to Dec. 8 at its location at 829 
N. 14th St.

Thirty-five different churches, schools 
and community agencies refer clients 
to us by completing an application 
form for each client.

Household Exchange Program: 
People who use this program include 
those transitioning from a shelter to a 
home or apartment, low-income 
families, mothers on public assistance, 
and victims of fire or home invasion. 
This program distributes all the neces-
sary items needed for a home from 
couches and beds to alarm clocks and 
televisions. Aside from the obvious 
benefit to the recipients, the program 
benefits the larger community by 
keeping useful items out of landfills.

Creating Hope
  
Grace, a single mother with three 
children, selected items for everyone in 
her family except herself during her 
visit to the Christmas House last year. 
When Jill, a volunteer shopper, told 
her it was time to find something for 
herself, Grace refused. “I am so 
grateful that my children will have 
things to open on Christmas Day. I 
don’t need anything more than that.” 
Jill knew that it is important to Catho-

Providing Help
All information is for Fiscal Year 2007: 
July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

lic Charities that every family 
member should be taken care of, 
“that’s exactly why you need to get 
something, a good mother is always 
thinking about her children first. Now 
please, I insist.” 

Terre Haute Catholic
Charities Food Bank
Revenue for the program $288,650
Expenses $210,554

112 Foodbank Member agencies
1,557,772  Pounds of Food Distributed by 
Foodbank
1,387,851 Pounds of Food Collected from 
Donors

Terre Haute Catholic Charities Food 
Bank has been serving seven counties 
of the Wabash Valley for over 
twenty-five years. On a daily basis, 
our program handles all types of food 
donations — from a few cans to 
semi-trucks full of food. We are the 
designated distributor of USDA 
Commodities for seven west-central 
Indiana counties. We efficiently 
distribute surplus food to a network of 
food pantries operated by a network 
of member agencies and work with 
the Red Cross to provide food for 
disaster relief efforts.

Our program is a Certified Affiliate of 
Second Harvest, the National Food 
Bank Network, which solicits and 
distributes donated food and grocery 
products through 200 Certified 
Affiliate Food Banks throughout the 
United States.

Creating Hope
Connie is the current director at a 
local food pantry in the Wabash 
Valley. However nine years ago, she 
was up for a promotion with the U.S. 
Postal Service. To this day, Connie 
will tell you she doesn’t know how 
she came to decide to quit her job and 
work full time at the food pantry. 
“That was 9 years ago and I’ve never 
looked back. God had a plan for me 
and regardless of what I thought I 
needed, he would always provide for 
me and our family. It was really tough 
at first, you know when an event like 
Richard’s stroke [her husband] occurs 
it takes six months before benefits 
start, I know what its like to stretch 
your resources. It took a lot of love 
and understanding but it gave us a 
greater sense of what our clients go 
through, so from that standpoint 
we’ve been there.”

more permanent housing. Aside from 
this contribution of time and effort, 
there is no fee charged to residents.

Fishes and Loaves Soup Kitchen: 
Established in 1982, the Soup Kitchen 
provides a meal to anyone who asks 
for free. Meals are served every day, 
365 days a year. Bethany House serves 
as a backup for the pantry network and 
takes referrals during the evening 
hours and weekends for food baskets 
when other pantries are not open, 
containing three days’ worth of food 
for a family of four.

Clothes Closet: The Clothes Closet 
has served the community for over 
thirty years. Volunteers work five days 
a week to sort and distribute clothing 
donations. Some clients are residents 
of Bethany House; others are from the 
surrounding neighborhood.
 

Creating Hope
  
At the age of 60, Karen thought her 
life would be much different that it is 
today. In spite of problems in her life 
she was able to work and hold a job 
for years at a local restaurant. For 
most of her life she had struggled with 
alcohol addiction and living on the 
street, staying in other shelters or with 
friends for only days at a time. 

After being sober for several years, 
Karen obtained custody of her 
ten-year-old grandson, Tyler. Karen 
then knew she had to make permanent 
changes in the way she was living. 
That’s when Karen came to the 
Bethany House and was accepted into 
our residential program. It took 
several months but Karen is now 

living in an apartment 
with Tyler. Karen is 
working part time in a 
preschool and Tyler is 
doing well in school. 
“It’s been a struggle but 
I’m not about to give up 
trying. I’ve got too 
much to live for to ever 
stop trying.”

Ryves Youth Center at 
Etling Hall
Revenue for the program $370,801
Expenses $390,245

1,522 Youth Served at Ryves

Number of kids participating in activities
Sports and physical activity 936
Culture: Movies, Music, Art, Dance 884
Scouting 26
Caring Kids 65
Preschool 74
Kids Cafe (meals served) 7,553
Computer Lab/Amateur Radio 673
Tutoring 889

Ryves Youth Center at Etling Hall 
provides a wide variety of programs to 
children and young people that primar-
ily come from low-income families. 
These programs are located in a 
loving, caring, and secure environment 
that are designed to promote education 
and hope for their future. The facility 
operates Monday through Friday from 
1:00 to 9:00 pm. We offer an evening 
meal, served between 5:30 pm to 6:30 
pm. Any child is able to attend and 
receive a free, nutritious meal. 

Simeon House
Revenue for the program $88,786
Expenses $112,878

426 Seniors Served at Simeon House

Individuals participating in various 
activities
Residential program 15
Social Interaction: Games and movies  381
Physical/Mental Activities: Quilting, 
Reading, Field Trips and Walking 290
Blood pressure/Blood sugar screening 354
Meals served 9,855
Dental and Medical Financial Assistance 21

The Simeon House served the elderly 
and their families with two compo-
nents. In Fiscal Year 2008, the Simeon 
House will end its residential services. 
However the financial assistance and 
referral services will remain to help 
the elderly in our community.

Congregate Living Program: Simeon 
House was established over 25 years 
ago as a response to a need in our 
community for a safe, semi-supervised 
living arrangement for elderly adults. 
Residents paid $550 a month for 
maintenance and utilities, three meals 
every day, private bedroom, shared 
recreation, laundry and daily activi-
ties. 

This cost is very competitive for the 
scope of services offered and was 

never intended as a nursing home 
facility. The Simeon House was an 
intermediate step between living 
independently and residing in a 
full-scale nursing home. We have 
learned through careful evaluation and 
declining resident rates that the 
Simeon House and its programming is 
no longer the best way to serve the 
elderly in our area. We are currently 
evaluating the best ways serve to our 
seniors and their families.

Day Activities for Elderly: All adults 
need meaningful and enjoyable 
activities. However, this need is of 
vital importance for elders who are 
more likely to live in an increasingly 
isolated situation. As a natural 
outgrowth of the activities available 
for Simeon House residents, our 
program offers a wide array of activi-
ties for any elderly person in the 
Wabash Valley area. In addition, based 
on our availability of funds, we help 
seniors with financial assistance and 
gaining access to other assistance 
programs for their needs.


