
Dave and Brenda are a married couple 
who have spent time in prison be-
cause of drug use. Brenda came to 

Bethany House first, and then Dave joined her 
after completing a work-release program. They 
are working on their recovery in the Bethany 
House both as individuals and as a couple.

As program director of the Bethany House 
I am showered with many blessings that mini-
mize the tough times and make my job re-
warding. One such time was when I agreed to 
transport Dave and Brenda to Greencastle to 
meet with an adult probation officer. They had 
no other transportation available and it was 
going to be after work hours. 

While on the road to Greencastle, Dave 
pointed out the home where he grew up as  
a child. As we passed it he noticed his father 
was in the front yard. “That’s my dad!” Dave 
exclaimed. “Wow! That was my dad right 
there!”

While we were returning from the meet-
ing, Dave was on the phone talking with his 
brother; he was at Camp Atterbury, soon to be 
deployed to Iraq. While they were talking, I 
asked Brenda if Dave had seen his dad since 
his release. She said he hadn’t seen him in four 
years. I asked, “Are they on good terms?” She 
said, “Oh yeah, they just haven’t been able to 
connect.” Dave ended his conversation with 
his brother, “I wish I was there to help you 
out brother. I love you man. Love and respect. 
Bye.”

I asked Dave, “Would you like to see your 
father on the ride back?” He said, “Oh Dot-
tye, I hate to take time out of your ‘off work’ 

family time. Maybe if he’s still at the bottom 
of the hill working; it’s a long way up the hill 
and back to the house.” Again I asked, “Dave, 
would you like to see your father?” There was 
a short silence then Dave said, “Dottye I’d 
love it.” 

As we continued down the highway and 
turned into the driveway, we saw his dad still 
working. We pulled up and on the ridge was  
Dave’s stepmother. Her mouth flew open and  
 

she ran to him with open arms, welcoming her 
stepson to her. Then Dave ran down into the 
trench where his dad was working, locking 
their arms around each other with pats on the 
back, smiles and tears. 

After some conversation Dave came  
back to the car and asked if we might go on 

up the hill to see his two sisters. They would 
be disappointed if he was there and didn’t say 
hello. Up the hill we proceeded and when 
the doors were opened, squeals shrieked out 
with tears of joy. “Oh bubby! I’ve missed you 
so much! Don’t ever do anything bad again; 
don’t ever go away from us. I can’t believe 
you’re really here!” Through hugs, kisses and 
more tears Dave proclaimed, “I’m doing good 
now. I promise I won’t do anything bad again, 
really.”

The Bethany House Emergency Shelter 
offers compassionate temporary housing for 
single women, married couples and women 
with children. Not only do we help with the 
physical necessities of life, we allow people 
to heal emotionally: recover from drug and al-
cohol abuse, reunite with family members and 
learn life-sustaining skills. Residents agree to 
follow rules set in place in exchange for our 
services at no cost. The ultimate goal is for 
residents to not have to return to the Bethany 
House because they are able to provide for 
themselves and their families.   
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Catholic Charities Terre Haute 

exists to serve the poor, the hun-

gry, the homeless, the elderly, the 

neglected children and the needy. 

Our goal is to relieve suffering and 

hardship for people in the commu-

nity regardless of nationality, race, 

creed, or religion.

Mission Statement

Simple Opportunities Create Lasting Memories,  
From Bethany House Program Director Dottye Crippen
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The Jones Family (names have been 

changed) is always at Ryves Youth Center at 

Etling Hall. It used to be because they had to 

be here to survive; now it is because they want 

to be here. There are five children in the fam-

ily: four girls and boy, ranging from teenagers 

to kindergarten-age.

Nine years ago, the Jones Family’s old-

est three girls started coming to Ryves.  They 

came as early as they could and stayed at late 

as possible because their parents were ad-

dicted to and making methamphetamines and 

there was never any food in the house. 

With the help of the school corporation and 

Ryves Youth Center, the aunt and uncle were 

able to complete foster parent classes and  

other legal requirements to obtain custody of 

the children. 

Aunt Cindy feels that if it had not been for 

Ryves, the children would have been on the 

streets and lost to the drug culture. “Ryves 

raised the kids during those years, not their 

parents,” says Aunt Cindy.

Aunt Cindy and Uncle John sought extra 

help after obtaining custody because manag-

ing five children was stressful for their budget 

and emotional health. And the children wanted 

to come back to Ryves. However, Cindy was 

determined to make sure the children were 

raised by her and her husband and not some-

one else. Her solution was to volunteer at the 

youth center so she could be with them, keep 

them happily involved in youth center pro-

grams, and help the place that had helped her 

children so much.

Cindy is at Ryves everyday it is open, also 

helping at all special events. She helps plan, 

cook, prepare, and serve meals and also likes 

to help watch the kids in our gymnasium after 

dinner. She has been instrumental in starting 

additional programming at the youth center 

such as 4-H. Because of her involvement, 

much of her extended family has started to 

donate much needed supplies and time to the 

youth center.  

Her five children have participated in  

almost every program Ryves has to offer. Since 

being with their aunt and uncle and being tu-

tored at Ryves, the children’s grades at school 

have raised significantly. The youngest child 

has shown great emotional improvement. The 

older kids have had the opportunity to finally 

be kids and not have the responsibility of rais-

ing their younger siblings.

Keeping Families Together Through Ryves

Girls dressed for the Spring Dance at Ryves Youth Center. The dance was 
organized by a Saint Mary-of-the-Woods graduate, in conjunction with some 
of the kids, with the dresses being donated by the college’s students. 

May Dickens, a Ryves participant, getting her hair done for the Spring 
Dance by Billi from Harold’s Beauty Academy

Kyle Jones (left) competed against Hud Mellencamp (right) at the  
Indiana Junior Olympics Boxing held at Ryves in April.

Did you know  
Catholic Charities Terre Haute…?

• Helped provide new Christmas gifts  
to 792 families, which consist of  
2,867 adults and children?

• Served more than 32,000 meals in the 
past 12 months at our Bethany House 
soup kitchen?

• Provided after-school and summer  
activities to more than 1,600 youths 
last year?

• Awarded the honor of Eagle Scout in 
2007 to the first Ryves Youth Center 
Boy Scout?

• Collected, warehoused and distributed 
more than 90,000 articles of clothing 
over the last 12 months?

Each of our programs has an expected 
code of conduct where respect and dignity 
are expected. Otherwise these programs 
and services are provided without a cost 
to the clients to anyone in need, regard-
less of their religious, social, or economic 
backgrounds. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

For us in the greater Wabash Valley area 
the events that followed the June 7 
storm reminded us how fragile we are 

and how inter-connected all of our lives are.
Throughout this di-

saster, Catholic Charities 
Terre Haute will be avail-
able to help. Our mission 
is clear: provide help, 
create hope. Our staff 
and volunteers provide 
the help to meet the chal-
lenges in life and thus are 
able to create hope for the 
future of those we serve.

The soup kitchen, the 
household exchange and 
the clothes closet are even 
more necessary now to our 
community. We know that 
many families lost every-
thing and it is our hope that we can help them 
find comfort and recovery during this difficult 
period. There are many organizations, clubs, 
churches and agencies that have met recently 

to discuss what is expected to be the next step 

in this process. It is apparent that the recovery 

and rebuilding efforts will take several years. 

As a community, I hope we will all be willing 

to step up and meet the needs of those neigh-

bors who are hurting and to find the strength 

and hope necessary to reach out and help in 

any way possible. 
It speaks volumes about this community, 

just in the amount of effort, volunteers and 
financial generosity that this community has 

shown thus far to those 
affected. Many organi-
zations that provide the 
direct aid and comfort 
during this time have 
opened their doors and 
pockets in an effort  
to meet the needs that 
will be necessary for 
quite some time. With 
the initial emergency 
period coming to a close 
more needs will be 
identified. If you want 
to help, please contact 
us at 812-232-1447 or 
the United Way to find  

out what you can do to help those in your 
community.

Thank you,

John C. Etling  

Agency Director

Catholic Charities Terre Haute

Sally Stewart, President
David Grimes, Vice President

Mary Chloupek, Secretary
Mary Lou Albert, Treasurer

William Haley, Past President

Mary Caye Pfister
John Heck

Robert Prox, III
Louis Lenne, Jr.

Henry T. Smith
Robert Waelbroeck

Jennifer Peters

 
Ex-officio

Rev. Joseph Kern, Chairman
Mr. David Siler, Executive Director,  

Secretariat for Catholic Charities  
and Family Ministries

Agency Council Members

From Agency Director John Etling

Since the floodwaters hit much of Indi-

ana in June 2008, Catholic Charities 

has been working to help folks restore 

their homes and lives. In addition to helping 

in the Wabash Valley, our agencies are also 

helping with case management and volunteer 

coordination in Martinsville and Columbus.

We know from experience with other floods 

and Hurricane Katrina the recovery process 

will take several years. Currently volunteers, 

both skilled and unskilled in construction are 

needed to help haul away debris, clean and re-

build homes. Visit CatholicCharitiesIndy.org 

for all the details on the work being organized 

across the archdiocese.

2008 Summer 
Flood Relief  

Update:  
Volunteers and  

Donations Needed
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In 2006, one out of ten people living be-
low the federal poverty line sought help 
at Catholic Charities agencies, accord-

ing to a CCUSA report released in November 
2007 on Capitol Hill. The report, Poverty in 
America: Beyond the Numbers, provides a 
state-by-state look at the types of services lo-
cal Catholic Charities agencies provide to ad-
dress the pervasive effects of poverty in this 
country. The report is based on the findings of 
Catholic Charities USA’s 2006 Annual Mem-
ber Survey.

Catholic Charities served nearly 8 million 
people in 2006, including 4.1 million people 
living below the poverty line. The report found 
that 52 percent of Catholic Charities clients in 
2006 lived below the federal poverty line—up 
from 43 percent in 2002.

The survey of local agencies shows that 
more people are turning to Catholic Charities 
for food. Agencies saw a 12 percent increase 
in the need for food service programs in 2006. 
Between 2002 and 2006, the number of clients 
receiving food services—such as soup kitch-
ens, food banks and food pantries, home deliv-
ered meals and congregate dining—increased 
by 2.7 million, or nearly 60 percent.

As the need for food assistance continues to 
rise, local agencies say they continue to strug-

gle to meet the needs of food service requests. 
In 2006, agencies responding to the survey said 
they were unable to serve nearly 1,800 clients 
requesting prepared food and nearly 91,000 cli-
ents requesting distributed food.

Other key findings of the 2006 survey  
include the following:

• More than 45 percent of Catholic Chari-
ties’ clients were either under 18 or over 
65.

• Services to build strong communities—
such as education, social support, health-
related services, and neighborhood activ-
ism, to name a few—reached 7 percent 
more people in 2006, for a total of more 
than 3.6 million.

•  Nearly 1.1 million people received 
services that strengthen families, includ-
ing counseling and mental health services 
and immigration services.

• Requests for temporary shelter increased 
24 percent over the past five years. In 
2006, Catholic Charities managed more 
than 176 temporary shelters (nearly 7,800 
beds). Yet they were unable to serve more 
than 31,000 people because all available 
beds were full.

First printed in the Spring 2008 issue of 
Charities USA. Reprinted courtesy of Catholic 
Charities USA.

Ten Percent of People Living in Poverty  
Turn to Catholic Charities
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Beginning with a large, archdiocesan-
wide event for pastoral leaders dur-
ing the day on October 1, 2009 and 

for everyone during that same evening, the 
Secretariat for Catholic Charities and Family 
Ministries will lead a year-
long effort to respond to 
Pope Benedict’s invitation 
to bring about more love in 
our midst. 

In the Pope’s encyclical, 
Deus Caritas Est, he writes, 
“Love is the light—and in 
the end, the only light—
that can always illuminate 
a world grown dark … to 
experience love and in this 
way to cause the light of 
God to enter the world—
this is the invitation I would 
like to extend with the pres-
ent encyclical.” This in turn 
is the invitation that we extend to all of you.

We are challenged by our Holy Father to 
take a good long look at how we are living out 
our individual and collective baptismal call 
to bring light (hope) into the lives of others. 
The Pope tells us that the ministry of charity 
is as important to the Church as the preaching 
of the word and the celebration of the sacra-
ments. We will invite our local church to ask 

if we are giving due attention to the ministry 
of charity. 

The Catholic liturgy itself beautifully 
contains the three essential elements of the 
Church: we gather to be fed by the word of 

God; we join together in the 
most Blessed Sacrament – 
the Eucharist; and we are 
sent forth to love and serve 
the Lord. The sending forth 
for service is where our 
faith becomes real, tangible 
and felt by those around 
us. 

Holy Spirit at Geist, a 
parish in our neighboring 
diocese to the north con-
cludes every Sunday liturgy 
with the congregation recit-
ing together this phrase, 
“The mass never ends. It 
must be lived. So let us go 

forth to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to 
God. Alleluia! Alleluia!” What might happen 
in our neighborhoods if this became the lived 
reality for all of us?

From October 1, 2009, through September 
30, 2010, we will invite all of you to celebrate 
all that is done for those in need by our Catho-
lic parishes, schools, agencies, hospitals and 
other social service institutions and we will in 

turn challenge ourselves to ask, “Are we doing 
all that we could/should do to serve those in 
need around us?”

We will know that we have been successful 
if we can see that more people are engaged in 
the ministry of charity, if more individuals and 
families are being served and if our Church is 
more fully alive. We hope that this year-long 
intensive focus on the ministry of charity will 
live well beyond a year and that we will all 
be inspired to live the invitation of the Holy 
Father and Christ himself who calls us to be 
light.

To learn more about SHINE and 
how you and your parish can become 
involved, visit the Catholic Charities 
website.

 www.CatholicCharitiesIndy.org

Faith, Hope & Charity  
SHINE! A Social Ministry Renewal: Spreading Hope In Neighborhoods Everywhere! 

By: David J. Siler, executive director for the Secretariat for Catholic Charities

Secretariat Advisory Council and Staff

Each agency has an advisory council to help 

determine local priorities. In addition, the sec-

retariat (department) has an advisory council to 

determine the priorities of Catholic Charities as-

a-whole. Many of these members also serve on 

their local agency advisory councils.

David J. Siler, executive director  

for the Secretariat for Catholic Charities  

and Family Ministries

David J. Bethuram,  

associate executive director

Stefanie Anderson, communications and  

marketing coordinator

Bill Spangler, President of the Secretariat 

Advisory Council

Members

Jake Asher

Bob Buckner

Mary Ann Browning

Mike East

Pinkie Evans

Dave Grimes

Tom Hirschauer

Bill Jones

Peggy Magee

Jim McGillivray

Ron Mead

Father Don Schmidlin

Sister Marlene Shapley

John Thompson

Roberta Walton

St. Elizabeth/Coleman and Catholic Charities Indianapolis 
Now Have One Agency Director

• Catholic Charities Bloomington

• Catholic Charities Indianapolis

• Catholic Charities Tell City

• Catholic Charities Terre Haute

• St. Elizabeth—Catholic Charities 

(New Albany)

St. Elizabeth/Coleman Pregnancy and Adoption Services is now part of Catholic Charities 

Indianapolis, with David Bethuram serving as the agency director of this expanded agency. 

Serving together as sister agencies for nearly 90 years, we will now combine the strengths 

of each agency and our ministries, which will allow us to deliver innovative services to 

complete adoptions and provide professional support for women experiencing unplanned 

pregnancies in central Indiana. It also allows us to become better stewards of our resources, 

particularly in the areas of fundraising, accounting and administrative support.
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Catholic Charities Terre Haute

For Crisis Relief & Shelter
Bethany House
1402 Locust St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807
812-232-4978

Household Exchange
1409 Locust St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807
812-234-7242

Terre Haute Catholic Charities 
Food Bank

1356 Locust St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807
812-235-3424

For Children, Youth & Families
Christmas Store
829 N. 14th St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807
812-234-7242

Ryves Youth Center 
at Etling Hall

1356 Locust St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807
812-235-1265
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September 4 - Terre Haute Catholic Charities Food Bank’s annual 

Hunger Awareness Breakfast, 8 – 10 a.m.

Saturday, September 6 - Recovery Month Employment  and Street 

Fair. The Recovery Employment Fair is part of the National Recovery 

Month Celebration (www.recoverymonth.gov/2008) to support those 

who are in recovery from substance abuse. Many agencies and organiza-

tions participate to make this event a success, including Ryves Youth 

Center. There will be music, service providers, employers, and free food.

September 17 - Catholic Charities Terre Haute’s 34th Annual  

Benefit Dinner at the Idle Creek Conference Center, 6 - 9 p.m.,  

including dinner, silent auction and guest speakers. Come learn  

more about our work and how we need your support.

Events 
Visit CatholicCharitiesTerreHaute.org for all the details!


