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Mission Statement
Catholic Charities in Terre Haute exists to serve the poor, 
the hungry, the homeless, the elderly, the neglected children 
and the needy. Our goal is to relieve suffering and hardship 
for people in the community regardless of nationality, race, 
creed, or religion.

Leave a Legacy
Make a gift that continues the God-given gifts you receive and give 
during your lifetime. A gift through your will or other planned gift cre-
ates a perpetual legacy of support. Consider supporting Catholic Chari-
ties in Terre Haute. Please contact Jennifer Buell, Development Direc-
tor, at jbuell@catholiccharitiesterrehaute.org, or 812-232-1447, for a 
confidential conversation.

Join Us on Facebook:
 
Catholic Charities in Terre Haute is now on Facebook. Join our page 
to keep up-to-date about what’s happening in our programs. You can  
find us at: www.facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesTerreHaute.
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Dear Friends,

September is Hunger Action Month in 
the food bank industry. As Hoosiers, 
we can be proud of our Indiana farm 

tradition. By last count, farming represents 
20% of our economy and provides jobs for 
many Indiana families. When we think of the 
crops that are grown in this state such as corn 
and soybeans and the thousands of products 
that are produced from these commodities, it 
is difficult not to be impressed; and when you 
consider the long hours of hard work coupled 
with the risk that farmers endure, we should be 
sure to keep them in our prayers.

Indiana’s farmers provide such an impor-
tant component to all of us each and every day. 
Our dairy industry ranks third in the county for 
its production and along with the Indiana pork 
producers we certainly have a well rounded di-
versity of commodities from which to choose.

Hunger Action Month is meant to raise 
awareness about our neighbors who are strug-
gling with food insecurity – meaning: “limited 
or uncertain availability of nutritionally ad-
equate and safe food or limited or uncertain 
ability to acquire foods in socially acceptable 
ways.” In our service area, which includes 
Clay, Greene, Knox, Parke, Sullivan, Vermil-
lion and Vigo counties, we have 43,400 people 
who are moms and dads, sisters and brothers, 
neighbors, co-workers, classmates or possibly 
friends of your children. We are now looking 
at 1 in 6 people in our seven counties who fit 
in this category.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of this 
growing trend is that almost half (45%) of 
those experiencing food insecurity issues are 

children under the age of 17 and seniors above 
the age of 65. Some of the most vulnerable 
people in our community have been made even 
more vulnerable by this current crisis in their 
lives, especially when you consider that what 
we eat plays a major role in how we perform in 
the classroom and on the job.

Our programs attempt to address the basic 
needs that so many of our clients are in search 
of: food, clothing, and shelter. But, isn’t a 

strong education also a basic need?  
Recent data reflects more than 30% of third 

grade students are not achieving their grade 
appropriate reading level. This trend seems to 
continue for these students as they navigate 
through their academic careers. In response, 
we’ve developed the Ryves Champions Read-
ing program to provide a direct conduit for 
our children to work with a mentor to improve 
their reading skills while developing those re-
lational resources that build long term success. 
When children don’t finish high school, their 
employment prospects diminish and that af-
fects our entire community. 

However, teaching a child to read can open 
the doors of opportunity for each child to reach 
his or her full potential – thereby benefiting the 
larger community as a whole. We thank you 
for partnering with us in this endeavor.

This spring, we realized our largest 
influx of donations ever for the Na-
tional Association of Letter Carri-

ers (NALC) Food Drive since its inception. 
Throughout our seven county service area, we 
collected more the 67,000 pounds of food over 
the weekend – surpassing our goal of 65,000 
pounds.

At a time when our economy is struggling, 
it says a lot when the community reaches deep 
into their hearts to provide for our neighbors, 
our towns, and for those who are simply hun-
gry every day. When the citizens of our area 
were asked to respond to help those who were 
suffering from the lack of food, they did more 
than just donate a can or a box of food from 
their pantry shelves. They literally “stuffed” 
bags and boxes full of every type of non-per-

ishable food item. As the items were brought 
into the Foodbank, even the volunteers and 
staff were amazed at the generosity of every-
one who gave. It truly was a heartwarming ex-
perience for everyone involved with the food 
drive.

We cannot possibly express our gratitude 
enough to all those who volunteered with this 
event. Because of their hard work, many peo-
ple would not go to bed hungry in the coming 
weeks. The fruits of their labor were evident 
by the endless stream of food that poured into 
the Foodbank. We are always appreciative 
of any donations, at any time of the year, but 
when food drives such as this are conducted, 
we could not do without our tremendous vol-
unteers’ assistance. Hats off to all of you, and 
God bless you for all you do!

NALC Food Drive

According to the USDA, food inse-
curity affects more than 49 million 
Americans. Nowhere is this problem 

more difficult to address than in rural areas. 
Here, reaching those in need is more complicat-
ed, and the stigma of seeking help is greater. 

Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank, a 
member of Feeding America, has been serving 
west central Indiana area for 31 years, helping 
over 32,000 individuals every year. 

According to the 2000 Census, over 19 per-
cent of Americans – 55 million people—live in 
non-metropolitan areas throughout the United 
States. These rural communities face unique 
challenges. They generally experience higher 
poverty and unemployment, have less access to 
public transportation and therefore lack access 
to government services that could be available 

to them, as well as facing higher prices at the 
grocery store. 

In addition, just as in urban areas, the cost of 
living is rising.  But people in rural areas often 
must drive farther to find work, forcing many 
to choose between putting food on the table or 
gas in the car. 

There are fewer pantries, soup kitchens and 
shelters to provide emergency food to those in 
need, and there is often a higher social stigma 
to accepting help than is found in urban areas. 

Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank 
is working with Feeding America to make 
sure that everyone—even in difficult to reach 
areas—is able to put food on the table. 

“We want to make sure that those in need 
are made aware of the help available to them, 
both through government programs, food 

banks, and agencies that provide emergency 
food assistance,” said Vicki Escarra, president 
and CEO of Feeding America.

Together, we can provide hope to Ameri-
cans facing hunger.

Hunger: A difficult problem to address in rural areas 

Email Updates

Would you prefer to receive
updates from us via email?

If so, please call Jennifer Buell 
at 812.232.1447 or by email at 

jbuell@catholiccharitiesterrehaute.org.

John C. Etling, Agency Director

Save The Date
•	October	3	-	17	Sock	and	
	 Undergarments	Drive

•	November	14	-	18	and	Nov.	28	-	
December	2	-	Christmas	Store	is	
Open by referral.

•	December	 22	 -	 Ryves	 Youth	
Center	Christmas	Party at Ryves 
Youth Center, 1356 Locust St., 
Terre Haute. Please contact Jim at 
(812) 235-1265 if you would like 
to volunteer.

Terre	Haute	Catholic	Charities	Foodbank
Tom Kuhl (812) 235-3424

Bethany	House	Emergency	Shelter
Dottye Crippen (812) 232-4978

Christmas	House	&	Household	Exchange
Georgia Nardini (812) 234-7242

Ryves	Youth	Center
Jim Edwards (812) 235-1265
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Bob	Waelbroeck,	President
Henry	Smith,	Vice President

Laura	Land,	Secretary
Sally	Stewart,	Treasurer

Jennifer	Garwood
Jennifer	Peters
David	Grimes

Mary	Caye	Pfister
John	Heck
Bob	Rhodes

Christopher	Newton
Mary	Lou	Albert
Mary	Chloupek

Advisory Council 
Members

Christmas Store Needs

The Christmas Store provides new 
clothing, socks, undergarments, per-
sonal hygiene products, and house-

hold items to more than 800 families each 
year. The families are referred to us by more 
than 30 social service agencies and churches 
across five counties. To prepare for the two-
week distribution held each November, the 
staff and numerous volunteers receive and 
sort items throughout the year.  

If you are interested in assisting with this 
program, please contact Georgia at (812)234-
7242. Volunteers are always welcome at the 
Store to prepare the items. We also need peo-
ple who are able to sew toiletry bags. So, if 
you love to sew, we’d love to have your help! 

If you prefer to donate items, please use the 
list below when purchasing new items to pro-
vide for this year’s program.

• Women’s socks and undergarments
• Men’s socks and undergarments
• Men’s shirts – all sizes
• Toys – infant through 12 years
• Stocking stuffer items

Are you looking for an opportunity 
to reduce your state income tax li-
ability while helping feed hungry 

individuals or house the homeless?  If so, you 
may be interested in Neighborhood Assistance 
Program (NAP) tax credits. Unlike a tax de-
duction, NAP credits are applied to your In-
diana state tax liability – the bottom line taxes 
owed after all deductions are taken.

Catholic Charities in Terre Haute has been 
awarded NAP credits by the Indiana Hous-
ing & Community Development Authority. 
For every dollar you give ($100 minimum) 
to Catholic Charities, you may receive up to 
50% of the contribution as a direct tax credit 
on your state income taxes.  

Additionally, because Catholic Charities is 
recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organiza-
tion, a NAP contribution may also be taken as 

a federal tax deduction. (Consult your tax ad-
visor about your specific situation.)

For more information on how you can take 
advantage of NAP credits, please visit our web-
site at www.CatholicCharitiesTerreHaute.org 
or contact Jennifer Buell at (812)232-1447.

Neighborhood Assistance Program

Make a Gift 
through an IRA 

Charitable Rollover

Normally, a distribu-
tion from your IRA 
is taxed as ordinary 

income. However, tax legisla-
tion enacted in December 2010 
extends the opportunity through 
December 31, 2011 for individu-
als 70½ or older to make a direct 
distribution from your IRA to a 
qualified charity, such as Cath-
olic Charities in Terre Haute. 
Qualified direct distributions to 
charity from your IRA are not 
subject to income tax. 

For more information about 
how you and Catholic Charities 
can benefit from an IRA chari-
table rollover, please contact 
Jennifer Buell, Development 
Director, at 812-232-1447 or e-
mail at jbuell@catholiccharities-
terrehaute.org.

Ryves Youth Center has had an event-
ful summer filled with sports, educa-
tion, and cultural events. Many of our 

children honed their athletic skills with a weekly 
basketball clinic and the Ryves summer basket-
ball league.  

In June, the West Central Indiana Area Health 
Education Center (WCI-AHEC) held a week-
long health and science day-camp at the Youth 
Center. Participants learned about health, nutri-
tion, exercise, and careers. The children also took 
a field trip to Union Hospital where they worked 
in the Simulation Center.

As a special treat, the Crossroads Repertory 
Theater transformed the Youth Center during two 
fantastic productions - Godspell and A Thousand 

and One Arabian Nights. After each performance, 
many of the cast members were trapped among 
children begging for autographs and photos.

Our newest educational program was imple-
mented in July. The Ryves Champions Read-
ing program began in an effort to help improve 
the reading abilities of children from preschool 
through third grade. Representatives from Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College Department of Edu-
cation, Vigo County School Corporation, and the 
Ryves Community Optimist Club, met with the 
Youth Center staff to assist in creating activities 
as well as evaluation tools to make this program 
a success.   

Many guests dropped by this summer to give 
us a hand. Members of the Terre Haute North Girls 
and Indiana State University Women’s Soccer 
teams engaged the youth in skill building games 
and finished the day by reading to the participants 
to reinforce the need for both a healthy body and 
a healthy mind. The youth also welcomed a num-
ber of high school students participating in the 
Indiana State University Summer Honors camp 
who dropped in to help our children with their 
reading skills.

Ryves Youth Center

In addition to working with a network of 
food pantries, shelters, soup kitchens, and 
other serving sites, Catholic Charities dis-

tributes food in a variety of other ways.  
Bethany House Soup Kitchen provides a 

full meal 7 days each week between 11:30am 
– 1:30pm. The Soup Kitchen is located at 1402 
Locust St.

Terre Haute Catholic Charities Foodbank 
provides a Bread & Produce Market one Satur-

day morning each month.  
Mobile Food Pantries, a partnership between 

the Foodbank and a local community or faith-based 
organization to provide access to underserved areas, 
are held monthly in the following communities:

• Jasonville – 1st Wednesday

• Dugger – 2nd Monday

• New Goshen – 2nd Wednesday

• Clinton – 2nd Thursday (evening) and 
  4th Thursday (morning)

• Marshall, IN – 3rd Monday

• Prairie Creek – 3rd Wednesday

• Wheatland – 4th Monday (February, April,  
   June, August, October & December)

• Scotland – 4th Wednesday

• Montezuma – 4th Thursday (evening)

Do you know someone who’s hungry?  There’s help.

Thank you to all of our sponsors and guests 
who made this year’s Annual Benefit even bet-
ter than the last. Held on September 7, 2011 
at Idle Creek Golf Course and Banquet Center, 
this year’s event featured two speakers – Me-
lissa Wich, former resident at Bethany House 
Emergency Shelter, who spoke about the ef-
fects of homelessness and her successful tran-
sition to self-sufficiency; and Susan Mardis, 
principal at Deming Elementary School, who 
discussed the effects of poverty and hunger 
that she sees on the students who attend her 
school every day.

We recognized two individuals, Olivia 
Goulding and Norman Lowery, who have 

made significant contributions to the success of 
our programs and the clients we serve. These 
individuals and numerous others each year are 
so important to the success of our agency. We 
are grateful for their efforts.

Event	Sponsors:
Kroger
500 Express

Table	Sponsors:
Matt Branam
Jadcore, Inc.
Fuson Automotive
Gartland Foundry Co., Inc.
B&S Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Idle Creek Golf Course & Banquet Center
Roselawn Funeral Home & Memorial Park
Parke County Community Foundation

Friends:
First Financial Bank
Garmong Construction
United Way of the Wabash Valley

37th Annual Benefit Dinner

Special Thanks

A special thank you goes out to the vol-
unteers from The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. Dozens 

of church members descended on the campus at 
14th and Locust Streets one hot Saturday in July 
to sort, clean, paint, seal, and power wash a va-
riety of areas throughout the Catholic Charities 

programs.  The Youth Center received a newly 
stained front deck and a late spring-cleaning in 
the preschool room.  Members sorted food and 
assisted in the monthly Bread & Produce Mar-
ket at the Foodbank while others power washed 
the exterior of the Bethany House and painted 
the Soup Kitchen.

Sock and 
Undergarments Drive

This year’s Sock and Under-
garment drive will be held 
October 3 – 17. Initiated in 

Idle Creek by Christmas Store volun-
teer, JoAnn Brown, the annual Sock 
and Undergarment Drive has grown 
by leaps and bounds. In 2010, nineteen 
neighborhoods across Terre Haute par-
ticipated in the drive. Each neighbor-
hood had a “host” family who spread 
the word and allowed us to leave a bar-
rel on their porch to collect donations 
from their friends and neighbors.  

If you would like to participate in 
this year’s drive, please contact Pam 
Grimes at (812)299-5270 or via email 
at PamGrimes@gmail.com.

Participating neighborhoods in-
clude: Deerfield, Idle Creek, Lincoln-
shire/Woodshire, Woodridge, Strat-
ford Hills, Willa Villa, Lakewood, 
Ohio Boulevard, Terre Vista/Deming 
Woods, Woodgate, Northwood, Sher-
wood Commons, Colonial Park, Mead-
ows Court, Collette Park, Brookside, 
Edgewood Grove, Old Erie, Belfonte, 
and Marywood.


