Serving the Church in Central and Southern Indiana Since 1960

‘The God-reminder
on campus’

Priest makes
adifferencein
college students’ lives,

page 16.

CriterionOnline.com

November 28, 2008

Vol. XLIX, No.9 75¢

(Editor’s note: “ Spreading Hope In
Neighborhoods Everywhere” (SHINE)
is a social ministry renewal that will
be launched on Oct. 1, 2009, by the
Archdiocese of Indianapolis. The
following is the second in a series that
will highlight how the ministry of
charity is taking place in parishes,
schools, agencies and other
institutions throughout the
archdiocese. Catholic Charitiesis
leading the planning. To learn more
about SHINE and how you and your
parish can become involved, log on to

www.CatholicCharitieslndy.org.)

By Mike Krokos

BLOOMINGTON—The impressive
pile of leavesin front of Frank and
Lucille Albert’s home was a testament
to how hard the young people were
working that day.

As they raked the front and back
yards, the mountain of fall leaves just
kept growing and growing and

John Cecil, a junior at Indiana University, left, and Marco Regoli, a sophomore at Bloomington South High School, rake leaves in Frank and Lucille
Albert’s backyard in Bloomington on Nov. 8.“Labor of Love” is an outreach program sponsored by St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Bloomington,
where high school and college students volunteer their services to help older people.

Teenage and young adult outreach at
St. Charles Borromeo Parish builds community

growing.

At an elderly neighbor’s house next
door, the scene was much the same.

Though the woman had recently
moved to Florida to be closer to family
members and her vacant house was il
for sale, the Alberts asked the young
people if they wouldn’t mind raking the
leaves in her yard as well.

They quickly obliged.

Welcome to the concept known as
“Labor of Love,” an outreach at
St. Charles Borromeo Parish where
teenagers and college-age students
volunteer their services to help their

Photo by Mike Krokos

fellow parishioners
in need.

Begun in the spring of 2007,
the effort has allowed young people at
the parish to bridge the gap with
members of the older generation.

“I just think it's an awesome
program,” said Father William Stumpf,
pastor of St. Charles Borromeo Parish.

“It was started by the young
people. They wanted to serve the
community,” he said. “It really does
meet a great need for our parish.”

From raking leaves in the fall to
helping a widow paint her house in
the spring, members of the younger
generation have opened another door
for building community.

“1 would hate to face this [chore]
myself,” said Frank Albert, a member
of St. Charles Borromeo Parish, who
at 83 is retired but still finds himself
maintaining the home that he and his
wife have lived in since 1970.

“This volunteer thing is great,” he

See COMMUNITY, page 8

188 Japanese
martyrs beatified
at Mass 1n
Nagasaki

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Christian
martyrdom is the fullest expression of
human freedom and reflects the supreme
act of love, said atop Vatican official at a
Mass beatifying 188 Japanese martyrs.

“It is not the punishment or the torture
that creates a martyr,” but rather the fact
that the person suffered and died for
Christ, Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins,
former prefect of the Vatican Congre-
gation for Saints' Causes, said during the
beatification Mass in Nagasaki, Japan, on
Nov. 24.

The 188 17th-century Japanese martyrs
were tortured and killed in different cities
between 1603 and 1639 after the Japanese
government outlawed Christianity.

According to Vatican Radio, more than
30,000 people attended the liturgy in the
city’s baseball stadium in the pouring rain
to celebrate the beatification of
Jesuit Father Peter Kibe Kasui and
187 companions.

After his Nov. 23 Angelus address to
pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square,
Pope Benedict XV1 said the martyrs’
beatification marked a significant event
for the Catholic Church and all of Japan.

The pope asked people to “rejoice” and
pray that the beatified martyrs' “victory in
Christ over sin and death fill us all with
hope and courage.”

During the Mass, which was concele-
brated by 10 cardinals and bishops,
Cardinal Saraiva Martins said martyrs of
every age, place and time have all
displayed the same dedicated faith in
Jesus Christ.

Christian martyrdom “is the fullest
exercise of human liberty and the
supreme act of love,” he said, according
to Vatican Radio.

Dying for one's faith in Christ is
“an act of love toward God and
humanity, including the persecutors,”
the cardinal said.

The newly beatified, all but five of
whom are lay men, women and children,
had been decapitated, crucified, burned at
the stake or scalded to death in boiling
water. The beatified group included
entire families who refused to renounce
their beliefs.

By beatifying these men and women,
the Church is underlining the importance

See JAPAN, page 2

‘Love in Truth’: Honing the idea that
test of faith is at heart of pope’s first

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—With his
first socia encyclica still waiting in
the wings,

Pope Benedict XVI
has been honing his
argument that the
practice of real-world
charity isalitmus test
of Christian faith.

To three very
different audiences
in November—
diplomats,
health care
specialists and the
Catholic faithful—the pope emphasized the
indispensable connection between the

Pope Benedict XVI

Gospel and social justice.

At his general audience on Nov. 19, he
envisioned God as the judge whose “single
criterion islove”

“What he asks is only this: Did you visit
me when | was sick? When | wasin
prison? Did you feed me when | was
hungry, and did you clothe me when | was
naked? And so, justice is decided by
charity,” he said.

The pope began working on his
third encyclical, tentatively titled “Lovein
Truth,” in 2007, and a draft has been
circulating quietly for months among high-
echelon consultants. It was expected to be
published sometime in 2008, but informed
sources now say next year looks more likely.

charity is litmus
social encyclical

Although no one at the Vatican was
talking about the encyclical’s content, a
sneak preview of its basic themes was
offered by Ignatius Press, the English-
language publisher of the pope’s writings.

“Lovein Truth” applies the teachings
of the pope’s first two encyclicals (on love
and on hope) to the major social issues of
today’s world, the publisher said.

The first part of the new encyclical
examines the contributions of
Popes Paul V1 and John Paul 11 to
Catholic social teaching, in particular their
rejection of simplistic conservative-liberal
categories and their insistence on the
importance of natural moral law, it said.

See ENCYCLICAL, page 9
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(Editor’s note: To help mark the celebration
of the 175th anniversary of the Archdiocese
of Indianapolis, The Criterion is inviting
readers to share stories and memories of
how their Catholic faith and the Church in
central and southern Indiana have shaped
their lives. This week, we feature a story
about a boy meeting a priest who would
become famous across the United States and
the world, a priest who is being considered
for canonization. The story is from Ray Hill,
88, a lifelong member of St. John the
Evangelist Parish in Indianapolis.)

“In 1935, | had served 7 a.m. Mass at
St. John’s. Father [Edwin] Sahm asked me
to stick around to serve a funeral Mass.

Altar boy’s good deed leads to encounter with possible

“While waiting, | took a walk in the
schoolyard and then to Union Station. At
Union Station, | saw a priest who had just
deboarded a train. | asked the priest if he
was looking for St. John’s Church, and he
said he was.

“| offered to carry the priest’s suitcase
and walked the two blocks to St. John’s
with him. | took the priest into the
sacristy, showed him around and prepared
to serve Mass for him.

“Father Sahm later asked me if | knew
who the visiting priest was. It was
Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen. | served Mass for
Msgr. Sheen on the three days of his visit.

“Fast forward to many years later
when | was visiting the Gary Diocese.

saint

Msgr. Van Nevel said he had a surprise for me.
He then introduced me to Archbishop Fulton J.
Sheen!

“| said to the archbishop, ‘We don’t need an
introduction.” | then reminded the archbishop of
his visit to St. John’s in 1935. The archbishop
said, “You were the boy who met me, carried
my suitcase and took me to St. John’s!”

(If you have a story or a memory to share, we
would love to receive them. Please send it to
The Criterion, P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, IN
46206. Or you can e-mail your story to
Criterion@archindy.org. Please include the
words “Anniversary Story’” on the envelope or
in the e-mail heading. We ask that you try to
keep your story to 250 words or less.) T

New phase of Father Peyton’s
sainthood cause opens in Baltimore

BALTIMORE (CNS)—Archbishop Edwin
F. O’Brien of Baltimore on Nov. 20 presided
over the opening of a
new phase in the
sainthood cause for
Holy Cross
Father Patrick Peyton
during Mass at the
Basilica of the
National Shrine of the
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.

Father Peyton is

best known as the

“Rosary Priest,”
who encouraged families through his radio
and television programs in the 1940s and
1950s to pray together daily, especially by
praying the rosary.

According to the archdiocese, the investi-
gation into the priest’s cause for sainthood,
which opened in June 2001 in the Diocese of
Fall River, Mass., was moved from that
diocese to Baltimore by the Holy See.

Members of the Baltimore ecclesiastical
tribunal, which will investigate the life and
ministry of Father Peyton, were sworn in by
the archbishop during the Mass and are to
receive instruction from him as to how their
inquiry is to take place.

Father George Lucas, who has worked as a
facilitator for the cause, told reporters the
cause was moved to Baltimore because the
archdiocese has more resources and
experience with other causes.

The Baltimore Archdiocese has been
involved in the causes of Blessed Francis X.
Seelos, a Redemptorist priest who ministered
in Baltimore as well as Pittsburgh and
New Orleans, and of Mother Mary Elizabeth

Fr. Patrick Peyton, C.S.C.

Readers are invited to share favorite Christmas memories

Favorite Christmas memories are
worth telling again and again.
The Criterion invites you to submit

a brief story about a special holiday
memory for possible inclusion in the
annual Christmas Supplement, which
will be published in the Dec. 19 issue.
Your Christmas story may be
written about a humorous or serious

S Crierion

Lange, founder of the Oblate Sisters of
Providence, the first Catholic order of black
nuns, who worked largely in the Baltimore
area.

Since 2001, Father Peyton’s writings,
documents and unofficial testimony have
been collected in the Fall River Diocese,
where the priest is buried.

Father Peyton died in 1992 and is buried
in Easton, Mass. North Easton is the home of
Holy Cross Family Ministries, founded by
the priest, which includes Family Rosary,
Family Theater Productions, Father Peyton
Family Institute and Family Rosary
International.

Known for coining the phrases “The
family that prays together, stays together”
and “A world at prayer is a world at peace,”
Father Peyton founded Family Theater
Productions in Hollywood in 1947. Through
it, he produced more than 600 radio and
television programs that featured hundreds of
movie stars and celebrities, and had more
than 10,000 broadcasts.

He emigrated from Ireland to the
United States in 1928 when he was 19.

He was ordained to the priesthood in 1941
as a member of the Congregation of the
Holy Cross, and founded Family Rosary in
Albany, N.Y., the following year. He
conducted rosary crusades in 40 countries,
drawing 28 million people.

In the Church’s process leading to
canonization, the first step is the declaration
of a person’s heroic virtues, after which the
Church gives him or her the title venerable.

In general, the Church must then confirm
two miracles before sainthood is declared.
The first miracle is needed for beatification,
and the second for canonization. t
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of persevering in the
belief that only God
can save
humankind, said
Archbishop Joseph
Takami of Nagasaki.

The Japanese
martyrs also
highlight the value
of religious freedom
and the necessity of
facing persecution
with nonviolence if
there is to be peace,
he said in an
interview on
Nov. 24 with Fides,
the Rome-based
missionary news
agency.

In an interview
with Vatican Radio
on Nov. 20,
Cardinal Saraiva
Martins said
because only five of
the 188 newly
beatified are
missionary priests
and the other

183 are laypeople,
the Church is
sending a strong
message to today’s
young people and
laity to strive to live a life of holiness.
Bishop Francis Xavier Osamu
Mizobe of Takamatsu, president of the
Japanese bishops’ commission that

More than 30,000 people attend a Nov. 24 Mass in Nagasaki, Japan, for the
beatification of 188 Japanese martyrs killed between 1603 and 1639.
Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins, prefect of the Congregation for Saints’
Causes, celebrated the Mass.

prepared the beatifications, told
Vatican Radio on Nov. 23 there are
another 5,000 people who could have
been recognized as martyrs.

He said nearly 20,000 people
lost their lives in Japan because of
anti-Christian persecution.

| .
. The Asian Church news agency
correc“on UCA News reported that today less
than 1 percent of almost 130 million
Japanese are Christians, and only about
In the Nov. 21 450,000 are Catholics. Buddhism and

issue, an article
about Holy Rosary
Parish in
Seelyville had the
town of Seelyville
misspelled. T

Shintoism are the main religions in the
country.

Premier Taro Aso is reportedly
the first Catholic to become prime
minister. However, he rarely refers to his
religion in public and did not attend the
liturgy, UCA News reported. 1

S Erierion

Phone Numbers: Staff:
Main office: .......cccovvvverernnns 317-236-1570  Editor: Mike Krokos
AVertising ...............ccooeveeenna. 317-236-1572  Assistant Editor: John Shaughnessy WEMBE,
Toll free: ............ 1-800-382-9836, ext. 1570  Senior Reporter: Mary Ann Wyand o z
Circulation: .....oo.eveevevevverrnnnn, 317-236-1425  Reporter: Sean Gallagher £ g
Toll free: ............ 1-800-382-9836, ext. 1425  Online Editor: Brandon A. Evans %%ESS &
Price: $22.00 75 Business Manager: Ron Massey

1oe: -00 per year, 75 cents per copy Administrative Assistant: Dana Danberry
Postmaster: Senior Account Executive: Barbara Brinkman

Senior Account Executive: Kelly Green
Graphics Specialist: Jerry Boucher

Send address changes to The Criterion,
P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, IN 46206

Weh site : www.CriterionOnline.com

E-mail: criterion@archindy.org

Published weekly except the last week of December and the first week of January. Mailing
address: 1400 N. Meridian St., P.O. Box 1717, Indianapolis, IN 46206-1717. Periodical postage
paid at Indianapolis, IN. Copyright © 2008 Criterion Press Inc. ISSN 0574-4350.




The Criterion Friday, November 28, 2008 Page 3

St. Mary Parish has served Catholic immigrants for 150 years

By Sean Gallagher

Throughout its 150-year history,

St. Mary Parish in Indianapolis has been
closely tied to immigrant communities.

When it was founded in 1858, it was a
spiritual home where German immigrants in
Indiana’s state capital could practice their
own devotions, hear sermons and confess
their sins in German.

Its current church, which was constructed
nearly 100 years ago, is modeled after the
massive cathedral in Cologne, Germany.

At different periods in the 20th century,
other groups of immigrants came to
St. Mary Parish, including those from the
Philippines and Latvia.

In the past 40 years, the parish has
served a large number of Hispanic
immigrants from Mexico, the Caribbean,
and several countries in Central and
South America.

“We are repeating our history,” said
St. Mary’s pastor, Father Michael O’Mara.

That history will be celebrated during a
special Mass at 7 p.m. on Dec. 8, the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, at St. Mary
Church, 317 N. New Jersey St., in Indian-
apolis.

Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein will be
the primary celebrant of the Mass.

A reception will follow at the
Battery Park Saloon restaurant,

201 N. Illinois St., in Indianapolis.

Parishioner Barbara McLin is looking
forward to the Dec. 8 Mass and reception
that will close a year of events which have
celebrated the parish’s anniversary.

“It’s going to be so exciting,” she said.
“When you think about the people who
built this and the sacrifice and what they
had to go through to create this—how can
you not want to be a part of it? It gives me
goosebumps every time we’re here.”

McL.in’s enthusiasm for her parish
reflects the new life that has come into
St. Mary’s over the past decade as the
neighborhoods around it have been
redeveloped.

She and her hushand, William, moved to
the area seven years ago from Indianapolis’
north side.

“We fell in love with [the parish],”
Barbara McL.in said. “There was an obvious
diversity. There was a feeling of

community.”

Father O’Mara said that the recent
redevelopment of the area around the
parish has actually increased its ethnic
diversity with many primarily English-
speaking Catholics, like the McLins,
moving back into the parish.

When he became pastor of St. Mary in
1998, Father O’Mara said approximately
80 percent of its members were Hispanic.
Today, that number has dropped by some
20 percent.

“One of the things that we have done is
that we have two bilingual Masses every
weekend,” Father O’Mara said. “In a
multicultural society such as ours in the
United States, being comfortable with
people of other cultures is very, very
important.”

Beatriz Novelo values the multicultural
character of St. Mary Parish.

Born in southern Mexico in 1968,
Novelo, a mother of two teenagers,
grew up in California before moving to
Indianapolis 18 years ago.

“My parents were born and raised in
Mexico,” Novelo said. “For them, it was so
important for us to maintain our culture.
They would push us to learn [English], and
to understand the culture here. But they
didn’t [want us] to forget where we came
from, our language, our heritage.

“It’s a little stronger for me with my
kids because they were born and raised
here.”

As a member of St. Mary Parish,
however, Novelo and her family have come
to appreciate the diversity of cultures in
Central and South America and the
particular Catholic devotions found there
since the faith community is home to
immigrants from so many countries.

“It’s new. It’s wonderful. It’s all these
other cultures,” she said. “I had no idea that
there was Our Lady of Coromoto from
Venezuela or Senor de los Milagros from
Peru.”

While Hispanic ministry in many
archdiocesan parishes has developed only
in the last decade, it has been going on at
St. Mary Parish since 1965 when the newly
ordained Father Mauro Rodas began
reaching out to Hispanics living in nearby
neighborhoods.

At that time, the number of Hispanics in
the parish was relatively small and some

In this Archive photo,
Father Anthony
Scheideler and an
unidentified parishioner
break ground on

May 1, 1910, for the new
St. Mary Church on

New Jersey Street in
Indianapolis. Young
women and members of
the Sisters of St. Francis
of Oldenburg, who
taught at the parish
school, look on.

Archive photo

were migrant
workers, living here
on a seasonal basis.

Father Rodas was
St. Mary’s pastor
from 1981-98. Now
retired, he currently
assists in Hispanic
ministry at
Our Lady of the
Greenwood Parish
in Greenwood.

Father Rodas said
he saw in his tenure
as St. Mary Parish’s
pastor the beginnings
of the blending of
Hispanic and Anglo
communities that is
now a hallmark of the
parish.

“We used to have
real, genuine picnics
between [them],” said
Father Rodas. “We
had quite a few
celebrations. It was a
very beautiful
ministry.”

St. Mary Parish’s
character as a
welcoming home for
immigrants was on

File photo by Brandon A. Evans

special display on
April 10, 2006,
when more than
20,000 people
gathered at the parish for a march in
support of immigration reform.

“It just gave me such an amazing feeling
when St. Mary’s was the beacon of all the
immigrants here in the Indianapolis area,”
said parishioner Susan McJunkins. “It was
just such a wonderful thing to see
immigrants speak their voice and have it be
heard.”

More than 20,000 people began a march on April 10, 2006, in front of
St. Mary Church in Indianapolis that was in support of immigration reform.

(For more information on the Dec. 8
anniversary Mass and celebration or to
purchase a new history of St. Mary
Parish, Serving the Immigrant: The
Sesquicentennial History of St. Mary of
the Immaculate Conception Catholic
Parish in Indianapolis, 1858-2008, by
James J. Divita, call the parish at
317-637-3983.) T
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Editorial

1

Starting afres|

h from Christ

everal years ago, Bishop Thomas

G. Wenski of Orlando inaugurated
a diocesan synod with a pastoral letter
based on themes of conversion,
communion, solidarity and
stewardship. The bishop observed that
Advent was the proper time to begin
planning for the future because it is
the season of hope.

The Church’s year of grace begins
with Advent and the opportunity to
start afresh from Christ.

CNS file photo/Mike Crupi, Catholic Courier

As Christians, we are people who
firmly believe that the promises of
Christ will be fulfilled—both now and
in the age to come.

We are realistic about the state of
humanity and the world. We do not
expect Utopia, a perfect world here
and now.

Many regions of the world are not at
peace, the global economy is in crisis, and
the gap between rich and poor continues
to increase dramatically. There is much
discouraging news these days. But we do
not despair.

Each year, the Church gives us the
opportunity to begin again—and to
prepare ourselves anew for the coming of
our friend and brother, Jesus Christ.

We believe that the promises God made
to his people in the Old Testament have
been fulfilled in Christ. The reign of God
has begun, the new age that is Christ is
upon us and, so, we are profoundly
hopeful about the future. As we pray each
day in the liturgy, we Christians wait in
joyful hope for the coming of our Savior,
Jesus Christ!

The four Sundays of Advent help us to
start afresh from Christ. This Advent
season, the Old Testament readings from
Isaiah recall for us the profound longing of
the Jewish people. Like us, they longed for
peace and for justice, they longed for
prosperity and joy, and they longed for the
One who would save them from the
bondage of slavery and sin.

The words of St. Paul and St. James to
the original Christian communities
rekindle in us the heartfelt longing for
Christ’s return that so vividly characterized
the early Church.

And in the Gospel readings for this
holy season, St. Matthew invites us,
once again, to a personal encounter
with Jesus, the Lord of history and the
Savior of all humanity.

A personal encounter with Christ
makes serious demands on each of us. We
are called to grow—to change the way we
live. And we are challenged to see things
differently—with the eyes of faith in
Christ. We are free to accept the call to
discipleship or to reject it (like the rich
young man in the Gospel story) but, if we
seek to follow Jesus, we must give up our
old ways of life and start afresh in him.

Beginning again in Christ means
entering into communion with him and
with all our sisters and brothers in the one
family of God. It means sharing in his
evangelizing mission and proclaiming the
Good News through our words and our
example.

Experiencing Christ in a personal way
compels us to lead—to be proactive in
reaching out to our brothers and sisters—
especially to those family members who
are poor or suffering or alienated in any
way. Once we have been touched by
Christ, once we have encountered his

A family lights an Advent candle in their New York
home. Advent, which begins on Nov. 30 this year, is
a joyful period during which Christians prepare for
the commemoration of Christ’s birth. The wreath is
a main symbol of the season, with a new candle lit
each Sunday before Christmas.

loving kindness, it is impossible to remain
isolated or alone.

Self-giving is the hallmark of Christian
life, and we are blessed with a perfect model
of generous self-sacrifice in the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

In response to God’s call, Mary said,
“Yes.” She responded wholeheartedly—
without counting the cost to herself. Mary
was absolutely unique in all of human history.
(There was no “runner-up,” only Mary, and
only she was destined to be the mother of our
Lord.)

But each of us also receives a unique and
unrepeatable call. No one can say “yes” for
us or take our place in the journey to
salvation that is uniquely ours.

Cardinal John Henry Newman once said
that “God gives every person something to do
that no one else can do.” There was no
runner-up for Mary, and there is also no
runner-up for each of us. And, yet, we are not
alone.

We are each called to live out our faith in
solidarity with the entire human family, and
to accept responsibility for building up the
Body of Christ and continuing his work on
Earth.

Finally, the call to start afresh from Christ
challenges us to see ourselves as stewards,
people who share all the spiritual and
materials gifts we have received from God. In
truth, nothing that we have (or are) belongs
exclusively to us.

Everything—including the air we
breathe, the water we drink, the bread we
break, the clothes we wear and the roof
over our heads—comes from God as pure
gift.

As disciples of Jesus, we are challenged to
be grateful, responsible and generous
stewards, to develop our gifts and talents, to
use our material possessions responsibly, and
to share generously with others all the
blessings we have received from a good and
gracious God.

Communion with Christ, and with all our
brothers and sisters who make up his bodly, is
the meaning and the ultimate goal of all
human life. The Lord gives us the gift of
himself in the Eucharist and in the sacraments
of new life, healing, vocation and mercy that
the Church administers on behalf of her Lord.

These are the promises of Christ that are
being fulfilled in and through the work of the
Holy Spirit.

During Advent, we recognize and
celebrate the profound spiritual longing that
compels us to “wait in joyful hope,” confident
that he who is with us always will come again
in glory at the end of time.

—Daniel Conway

Making Sense Out of BioethicS/Fr. Tad Pacholczyk

Making truthful choices of conscience

One recurrent theme in bioethical
discussions is the idea that each of us
possesses a basic
awareness of the
moral law.

This distinctly
human faculty, which
Western culture has
referred to as
“conscience,” helps
us to choose correctly
when confronted
with basic moral

decisions.

Even children, when taught about right
and wrong, instinctively seem to
recognize a law higher than themselves.

Deep within his conscience, man
discovers that law which he has not laid
upon himself, but which he must obey.
Conscience has been aptly described as
man’s most secret core and his sanctuary.

As creatures of conscience, then, we
are moved to pursue good and to avoid
evil. Yet, in our fallen nature, we are also
drawn, mysteriously, toward wrong and
harmful choices. The dictates of
conscience may become muted or
drowned out by other voices around us.

As we grow older, we may even
acquire a certain finesse in justifying
personal choices that are not good,
choices strongly contrary to the law of
our own being. The inner sanctuary of
conscience is delicate and easily
transgressed, requiring great
attentiveness on our part if we are to
remain faithful to it.

I recall a powerful story about
conscience involving a young couple who
cohabitated for many years. Neither of
them were thinking much about marriage,
and one day the fellow learned that his
girlfriend was pregnant.

Being Catholic, he approached his
priest. All three of them met one afternoon,
had rather lengthy discussions and finally
reached a decision together. They decided
that abortion was not an option. They
talked about the possibility of marriage at
some time in the near future.

Later the same day, the parents of the
young woman came by the couple’s
house. They had been fairly open and
accepting of this “live-in” situation.

Over dinner, it came out that she was
pregnant. Things changed as a result of
this revelation.

After the meal, the mother pulled her
daughter aside, saying, “Look, you’ve got
a life to live. You don’t want to spend the
rest of your life with this guy. C’mon,
dear, you’ve got to get an abortion.”

The next day, the young man and the
young woman ran into the priest again.
The fellow brought up the discussion
with the mother and said they were
reconsidering the abortion option.

The priest replied, “We reached a
decision on that already.”

The young man quickly answered,
“What do you mean? If | make a decision
today, I can change it tomorrow.”

The priest responded simply, “For
certain kinds of decisions, you can’t
change your mind. If you go back on
your decision now, | won’t know who you
are anymore ...”

The young man was shaken by this
answer, but when he reflected on it later,
he understood that the priest was right.

Certain kinds of personal choices
touch us at the very core of our being.
Accepting or rejecting a temptation to
serious wrongdoing like abortion involves
our hearts in a far deeper way than many
of the lesser decisions we have to make
each day so that, in the end, it is our
moral choices that define who we are and
what we become.

By acting against an upright
conscience, we violate and disfigure who
we are, and become less human. That is
why the priest told the young man that he
would not know who he was anymore.

| recall another true story about the
gentle proddings of conscience that
involved a mom with three children.

When she found out she was pregnant
yet again, she became fearful and began
telling herself she couldn’t support the
burden of another child.

She finally decided it would be
necessary to have an abortion. She arrived
at her decision just before going in for her
next checkup.

The doctor, unaware of her plans,
began a routine ultrasound to find out
how the pregnancy was progressing. She
had brought along her three children, and
they were busy playing together on the
floor of the examination room.

As the doctor ran the scanner over her
belly, her little son glanced up from his
toy airplanes, pointed to the screen and
said, “Look, Mommy—a baby!”

She left the doctor’s office that
afternoon with a new awareness that she
couldn’t end the growing life within her.

Through the eyes and heart of a child,
we are often reminded of what a pure and
upright conscience ought to look like.

To form our conscience as adults
means to learn virtue by repetitively and
determinately choosing what is good, true
and moral. Doing so brings order to our
lives, and engenders peace in our hearts.

Ultimately, we discover how to be
fully human only to the extent that we
faithfully follow that delicate voice of a
properly formed conscience.

(Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.,
earned his doctorate in neuroscience at
Yale University and did post-doctoral
work at Harvard University. He is a
priest of the Diocese of Fall River, Mass.,
and director of education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See www.ncbcenter.org.) ¥

Increase in Need

& The stresses of unemployment, falling wages,

. k"hjgher food prices and the housing crisis pushed

' more people to seek assistance from local Catholic
Charities agencies in the fall of 2008.

PERCENT OF CATHOLIC AGENCIES
SEEING AN INCREASE IN...

the working poor seeking services 91 %

2 o,
requests for temporary housing 4] %

requests for financial assistance 86%
requests for utility assistance 82%
the need for food 77%

e assistance 70%
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ARCHBISHOP/ARZOBISPO DANIEL M. BUECHLEIN, O.S.B.

SEEKING THE
FACE OF THE LORD

BUSCANDO LA

CARA DEL SENOR

Advent offers us the grace to become better friends with Jesus

hree topics are on my mind as |
Tprayed about a reflection for

The Criterion this week. They are
Thanksgiving Day, the beginning of Advent
and the annual feast of our archdiocesan
patron, St. Francis Xavier.

The three topics aren’t as disparate as
they may seem at first.

The national holiday of Thanksgiving
evokes the memory of blessings for which
we are grateful. It is probably true that we
are tempted to consider mostly material
blessings on this secular feast.

In fact, for many of our sisters and
brothers, material blessings may seem a
little less due to recent financial problems
in the national and global economies.

Maybe these problems can remind us
that there is more to life than material
goods.

In the end, the spiritual blessings which
come to us from God are more likely to
give us inner peace, and therefore cause for
gratitude, than an abundance of other
goods.

We Christians know that thanksgiving to
God is at the heart of our observance of this
secular holiday.

I commend those of you who made time
to thank God at Mass on Thanksgiving Day.

The Mass is our best Thanksgiving
prayer. This weekend is still a good time for
our families to gather for gratitude at
Sunday Mass.

It is hard to believe that this Sunday
begins the Advent liturgical season, in fact,

a new liturgical year of the Lord.

Advent is a time of new grace for spiritual
renewal, and it is characterized by a spirit of
joy and of hope. Once more, we prepare to
celebrate the great act of divine humility
whereby God’s own son is born a human
person like us in order to become our
Redeemer.

This is a season of joy because one of our
own, the Blessed Virgin Mary, bowed
humbly to God’s will and said “let it be”
when asked to become the Mother of God’s
own son.

She played a crucial role in bringing
about the Incarnation of our Redeemer. She
offered her life as an instrument of hope, and
we are grateful.

Just as Jesus acceded to the will of the
Father by entering our world to atone for the
sins of humanity, so Mary, with deep faith in
the power of the Holy Spirit, would share in
the suffering our redemption would entail.

The love of Jesus and Mary, and faithful
hushand and foster father Joseph, once more
are the cause of our joy and hope in the
season of Advent. They are a Thanksgiving
gift for us Christians.

Centuries later, St. Francis Xavier, one of
the pioneer Jesuits and companions of
St. Ignatius, would be an awesome witness
of faith and hope as a lone evangelizer to the
East Indies. This courageous missionary
lived from 1506 to 1552. He is celebrated
joyfully as the patron saint of our
archdiocese.

French Missionaries from Canada brought

devotion to St. Francis to the territory of
Indiana. They named a small church in his
honor in Vincennes. When the diocese of
Vincennes was created in October 1834,
Bishop Simon Bruté claimed the

first cathedral named for St. Francis Xavier.

As a young man, Francis Xavier had a
promising career in academics and a life of
prestige before him. However, he became a
friend of Ignatius Loyola, who persuaded
him to give his life to Christ.

In 1534, he joined the infant Society of
Jesus. He was ordained a priest in 1537, and
sailed from Portugal for the East Indies,
landing in Goa. For 10 years, Francis
preached the Gospel to Hindus, Malayans
and the Japanese.

He was known and beloved because he
chose to live with the poorest people,
sharing in what little they had. His ministry
was primarily to the sick and the poor,
particularly to lepers. He learned enough
Japanese to be able to preach simply to
simple people. | am sure our Bishop Simon
Bruté, who had wanted to be a missionary
in the Far East, easily identified with the
patron of his cathedral.

St. Francis Xavier wanted to evangelize
the people of China, but he died on the

island of Sancian, a hundred miles
southwest of Hong Kong. Portuguese
sailors, on whose ship he sailed, removed
him in his final illness and left him on the
sandy shore. A merchant took him to a hut
for shelter, where a friend testifies that
Francis died with the name of Jesus on

his lips.

Our patron gave up a promising career to
give his all to Christ and his Gospel in
foreign lands. His faithful love could only
have been possible because he and Jesus
were friends.

Intimacy with Christ is a guarantor of
hope and joy. Advent offers us the grace to
become better friends with Jesus. T

Do you have an intention for
Archbishop Buechlein’s prayer list?
You may mail it to him at:

Archbishop Buechlein’s
Prayer List

Archdiocese of Indianapolis

1400 N. Meridian St.

P.O. Box 1410

Indianapolis, IN 46202-1410

Archbishop Buechlein’s intention for vocations for November

Catholic high schools: that they may be a continued source for promoting the Catholic
values of service and giving of one’s life as a gift for others, especially as priests or

religious.

El Adviento nos ofrece la gracia de hacernos mas amigos de Jesus

res temas me rondan la cabeza luego
I de rezar por una reflexion para el The
Criterion de esta semana. Ellos son:
el Dia de Accidn de Gracias, el comienzo
del Adviento y la festividad anual del
patrono de nuestra arquididcesis, San
Francisco Javier.

Los tres temas no estan tan desvinculados
como pueden parecer al principio.

El dia festivo de Accién de Gracias evoca
el recuerdo de las bendiciones por las cuales
nos sentimos agradecidos. Probablemente es
cierto que estamos tentados a considerar
principalmente las bendiciones materiales
durante esta festividad laica.

De hecho, para muchos de nuestros
hermanos y hermanas, las bendiciones
materiales pueden parecer un tanto
diezmadas debido a los recientes problemas
financieros que experimentan tanto la
economia nacional, como la global.

Tal vez estos problemas nos recuerden
que en la vida hay mucho més que bienes
materiales.

Al final, es mas probable que las
bendiciones espirituales que provienen de
Dios nos proporcionen paz interior y, en
consecuencia, sean motivo de
agradecimiento, en contraposicion a la
abundancia de otros bienes.

Los cristianos sabemos que darle gracias
a Dios es la esencia de nuestra observancia
de esta festividad laica.

Felicito a todos aquellos que dedicaron
tiempo para agradecerle a Dios en la Misa
del Dia de Accién de Gracias.

La Misa es nuestra mejor oracion de
agradecimiento. Este fin de semana todavia
es un buen momento para que nuestras
familias se retinan en la Misa dominical para
dar gracias.

Resulta dificil creer que este domingo
comienza la temporada litdrgica del
Adviento, de hecho, un nuevo afio litdrgico
del Sefior.

El Adviento es una época de nueva gracia
para la renovacion espiritual y se caracteriza
por el espiritu de jubilo y esperanza. Una
vez mas nos preparamos para celebrar el
gran acto de humildad divina mediante el
cual el propio hijo de Dios nace como una
persona humana, al igual que nosotros, para
poder convertirse en nuestro redentor.

Esta es una época de regocijo porque uno
de los nuestros, la Santa Virgen Maria, se
inclin6 con humildad y reverencia ante la
voluntad de Dios y dijo “que asi sea” cuando
se le pidi6 que se convirtiera en la Madre del
propio hijo de Dios.

Desempefié un papel crucial en llevar a
cabo la encarnacion de nuestro redentor.
Ofreci6 su vida como instrumento de
esperanza y le estamos agradecidos.

Asi como Jesus accedio a la voluntad del
Padre al entrar en nuestro mundo para expiar
los pecados de la humanidad, también
Maria, con profunda fe en el poder del
Espiritu Santo, compartiria el sufrimiento
que supondria nuestra redencion.

El amor de Jesus y de Maria, y del
esposo fiel y padre adoptivo, José, son una
vez mas el motivo de nuestro jubilo y
esperanza durante la temporada del
Adviento. Ellos son un obsequio del Dia de
Accion de Gracias para los cristianos.

Siglos més tarde, San Francisco Javier,
uno de los jesuitas pioneros y compariero de
San Ignacio, seria un increible testigo de fe y
esperanza como evangelizador solitario en
las Indias Orientales. Este valiente
misionario vivié desde 1506 hasta 1552. Lo
celebramos con alegria como el santo

patrono de nuestra arquididcesis.

Los misioneros franceses procedentes de
Canada trajeron a Indiana la devocion a San
Francisco. Nombraron una pequefia iglesia
en su honor en Vincennes. Cuando se cre6
la didcesis de Vincennes en octubre de
1834, el Obispo Simdn Bruté reclamd la
primera catedral en nombre de San
Francisco Javier.

De joven, Francisco Javier tenia por
delante una vida de prestigioy una carrera
prometedora en el ambito académico. Sin
embargo, se hizo amigo de Ignacio de
Loyola quien lo convenci6 de que entregara
su vida a Cristo.

En 1534 se uni6 a la incipiente Sociedad
de JesUs. Se ordend como sacerdote en 1537
y zarp6 desde Portugal hacia las Indias
Occidentales y desembarcé en Goa. Durante
10 afios Francisco predicé el Evangelio a
hinddes, malayos y japoneses.

Era conocido y querido porque eligié
vivir con la gente mas pobre y compartir lo
poco que tenian. Su ministerio se dedicd
principalmente a los enfermos y a los
pobres, especialmente a los leprosos.
Aprendid suficiente japonés para poder
predicar con sencillez a gente sencilla.
Estoy seguro que nuestro Obispo Simén
Bruté, quien deseaba ser misionario en el
Lejano Oriente, se identificd facilmente con
el patrono de su catedral.

San Francisco Javier deseaba evangelizar
al pueblo de China, pero muri6 en la isla de

Sanchon, a cien millas al suroeste de
Hong Kong. Los marineros portugueses en
cuyo barco navegaba, lo sacaron durante
su enfermedad final y lo abandonaron en
la playa. Un comerciante lo llev a una
choza para darle cobijo, en la cual asegura
un amigo que Francisco muri6 con el
nombre de Jesus en los labios.

Nuestro patrén renuncié a una carrera
prometedora para entregarlo todo a Cristo
y a su Evangelio en tierras extranjeras. Su
amor fiel s6lo pudo ser posible porque
JesUs y él eran amigos.

La intimidad con Cristo es un aval de
esperanza y alegria. El Adviento nos
ofrece la gracia de hacernos mas amigos
de JesUs. T

¢ Tiene una intencion que desee
incluir en la lista de oracidn del
Arzobispo Buechlein? Puede enviar
su correspondencia a:

Lista de oracién del Arzobispo
Buechlein

Arquididcesis de Indianapolis

1400 N. Meridian St.

P.O. Box 1410

Indianapolis, IN 46202-1410

Traducido por: Daniela Guanipa,
Language Training Center, Indianapolis.

La intencion del Arzobispo Buechlein para vocaciones en noviembre

Las escuelas secundarias catdlicas: que ellas sean una fuente continua para
promover los valores catélicos de servir y dedicar su vida como regalo a los demas,
especialmente en el cargo de sacerdotes o religiosos.
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Events Calendar

November 29

St. Simon the Apostle Church,
8155 Oaklandon Road, Indian-
apolis. Taize service, 7 p.m.
Information: 317-826-6000,
ext. 156, or

hrepp@saintsimon.org.

SS. Francis and Clare Parish,
5901 Olive Branch Road,
Greenwood. Family Advent
carol festival, 7 p.m.
Information: 317-859-4673 or
janet@francisandclare.org.

November 30

MKVS, Divine Mercy and
Glorious Cross Center, Rexville,
located on 925 South, .8 mile
east of 421 South and 12 miles

Information:

Retreats and Programs

December 5

Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“First Friday reflection,” 1-3 p.m.
Information: 812-933-6437.

December 5-7

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “An Advent Retreat
for Women,” Jesuit Father Benjamin Hawley,
presenter, $150 per person. Information:
317-545-7681 or spasotti@archindy.org.

December 6

St. Lawrence Parish, Father Conen Hall,
6944 E. 46th St., Indianapolis. One-day
retreat, “Touch My Heart,” New Evange-
lization Sisters of Mother of Perpetual Help,
presenters, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., free-will offering.
Information: 317-845-9070.

December 8

Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“Men’s Night,” Franciscan Father Carl
Hawver, presenter, 7-8:30 p.m. Information:
812-933-6437.

December 10

Benedict Inn Retreat and Conference Center,
1402 Southern Ave., Beech Grove.
“Leadership in the Eyes of St. Benedict,”
Benedictine Sister Carol Falkner, presenter,
7-8:30 p.m. Information: 317-788-7581.

December 13

Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg. Day
of Reflection, “Advent Joy and Anticipation
as a Way of Life,” Franciscan Sister Barbara

Leonhard, presenter, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.,

$40 per person. Information: 812-933-6437.

December 14

Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“Evensong Scripture,” 4-5 p.m. Information:
812-933-6437.

December 18
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Day of Silence,”

south of \ersailles. Mass, 10 a.m.,
on third Sunday holy hour and
pitch-in, groups of 10 pray the
new Marian Way, 1 p.m., Father
Elmer Burwinkel, celebrant.

812-689-3551.

November 30-

December 3
St. Joseph Parish,
2605 St. Joe Road W., Sellersburg. Solo Seniors, Catholic,
Parish mission, Franciscan Father educational, charitable and
Jim Van Dorn, presenter, 7 p.m.
Information: 812-246-2512.

December 3

SS. Peter and Paul Cathedral,
1347 N. Meridian St.,
Indianapolis. “Gloria Deo,”

Christmas music, Laudis

Jill Pitz, harpist, Terilynn
Shepherd, flutist, 7:30 p.m.,

free-will offering. Information:

317-634-4519.

St. Mary Parish, 317 N.
New Jersey St., Indianapolis.

widowed or divorced, new
members welcome, 6:30 p.m.
Information: 317-897-1128.

December 5
Knights of Columbus,

8 a.m.-4 p.m., $25 per person includes
continental breakfast and lunch. Information:
317-545-7681 or spasotti@archindy.org.

December 19-21
Saint Meinrad Archabbey, 100 Hill Drive,
St. Meinrad. “A Monastic Christmas,”

Benedictine Brother Christian Raab, presenter.

Information: 800-581-6905 or
MZoeller@saintmeinrad.edu.

January 9-11

Saint Meinrad Archabbey, 100 Hill Drive,
St. Meinrad. “The Book of Genesis: Stories
of Creation and Faith,” Benedictine

Father Eugene Hensell, presenter.
Information: 800-581-6905 or
MZoeller@saintmeinrad.edu.

January 17

Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“Why Be Catholic?,” Jeanne Hunt and
Franciscan Sister Kathleen Mulso, presenters,
9-11:30 a.m. Information: 812-933-6437.

Monastery Immaculate Conception,

Kordes Center, 841 E. 14th St., Ferdinand,
Ind. “Saturday Morning at the
Dome-Grieving Our Losses,” Benedictine
Sister Maria Tasto, presenter, 9:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., $35 includes continental breakfast
and lunch. Information: 812-367-1411 or
spirituality@thedome.org.

January 19

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 5353 E.
56th St., Indianapolis. “Day of Silence,”

8 a.m.-4 p.m., $25 per person includes
continental breakfast and lunch. Information:
317-545-7681 or spasotti@archindy.org.

January 24

Oldenburg Franciscan Center, Oldenburg.
“A Church to Believe In,” Father Norman
Langenbrunner and Jeanne Hunt, presenters,
9-11:30 a.m., free-will offering. Information:
812-933-6437. t

concert of Sacred Advent and

Cantores choir of the cathedral,
Monument City Brass Quartet,

social singles 50 and over, single,

Mater Dei Council #437, 1305 N.
Delaware St., Indianapolis.
Christmas dinner and dance,

7 p.m., $20 per person.
Information: 317-631-4373.

December 6

St. Lawrence Parish,

Father Conen Hall, 6944 E.
46th St., Indianapolis. One-day
retreat, “Touch My Heart,”
New Evangelization Sisters of
Mother of Perpetual Help,
presenters, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., lunch
provided, free-will offering.
Information: 317-845-9070.

St. Gabriel the Archangel
Church, 6000 W. 34th St., Indian-
apolis. Day of prayer and
reflection, “Advent: A Season
of Waiting,” Franciscan

Sister Barbara Leonhard,
presenter, bring a brown bag
lunch, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Information: 317-291-7014.

St. Francis Hospital, 8111 S.
Emerson Ave., Indianapolis.
Breakfast with Santa,

8-10 a.m., $7 adults, $3 children
age 2 and older, story time with
Santa, 2-4 p.m., $3 for children.
Reservations: 317-782-4422.

December 7

St. Rita Church,

1733 Dr. Andrew J. Brown Ave.,
Indianapolis. African Catholic
Ministry, fifth anniversary
celebration, Mass, 3 p.m.,
reception following Mass.
Reservations: 317-269-1276.

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish,
4050 E. 38th St., Indianapolis.
Contemporary Advent lessons
and carols celebration,
“Emmanuel, God With Us,”

4 p.m. Information:
317-546-1571.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Church,
1530 Union St., Indianapolis.
The Master’s Chorale,
Christmas concert, 3:30 p.m.,
no charge. Information:
317-251-1692.

December 9

St. Paul Hermitage, 501 N.
17th Ave., Beech Grove.

Ave Maria Guild, Christmas
party, noon. Information:
317-885-5098.

December 10

Benedict Inn Retreat and
Conference Center,

1402 Southern Ave.,

Beech Grove. Lecture,
“Leadership in the Eyes of
St. Benedict,” Benedictine
Sister Carol Falkner, presenter,
7-8:30 p.m., no charge.
Information: 317-402-1636 or
perigo5068@msn.com.

Vito’s, 20 N. Pennsylvania St.,
Indianapolis. Theology on Tap,
Series on “The Theology of the
Body,” 7 p.m. Information:
http://indytheologyontap.com or
call 317-413-6097.

December 11

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat
House, 5353 E. 56th St., Indian-
apolis. Third annual dinner and
Advent concert with Tony
Avellana, 6:30 p.m., dinner,

7:30 p.m. concert, $35 per person.
Information: 317-545-7681 or
spasotti@archindy.org.

St. Mary Church, 415 E.
8th St., New Albany.
Las Mafanitas, Our Lady of

Guadalupe ceremony, 11 p.m.
Information: 502-494-3264.

December 12

Our Lady of the Greenwood
Church, 335 S. Meridian St.,
Indianapolis. 13th annual
solemn Mass of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, 6:30 p.m.
Information: 317-888-2861.

St. Mary Church, 415 E. 8th St.,
New Albany. Feast day of

Our Lady of Guadalupe,
bilingual Mass, Spanish music,
Mexican dinner following Mass,
music, 7 p.m. Information:
502-494-3264.

December 13

St. Roch Parish, Family Center,
3603 S. Meridian St., Indian-
apolis. Single Seniors, meeting, 1
p.m., age 50 and over.
Information: 317-784-1102.

December 14

St. Maurice Parish, 1963 N.
St. John St., Greensburg.

St. Anne, St. John and

St. Maurice parishes, live
Nativity, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Information: 812-663-4754 or
stmauricechrch@verizon.net.

December 16

St. Malachy Church, 9833 E.
County Road 750 North,
Brownsburg. Church

dedication Mass, 6 p.m.,
Archbishop Daniel M. Buechlein,
primary celebrant.

December 17

Calvary Cemetery, Mausoleum
Chapel, 435 W. Troy Ave.,
Indianapolis. Monthly Mass,
remembrance tree with ornaments
to remember loved ones.
Information: 317-784-4439. T

Benedict Inn open house is Dec. 6

The Benedict Inn Retreat and
Conference Center’s Shop INNspired gift
shop will celebrate its annual “Christmas
Shopportunity” open house from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Dec. 6, with candy cane
discounts from 5 percent to 25 percent
and a special assortment of Boyds Bears
and Cherished Teddies.

Children can have their picture taken
with Mrs. Claus for $5 or two pictures for
$8 during the open house.

Springerles, a traditional holiday
cookie, can be ordered by calling
317-788-7581 then picked up at the open
house or during Inn business hours.

Last year, 300 dozen cookies were sold in

two weeks.

Shop INNspired features more than
17,000 unique items. The Sisters of
St. Benedict added another room for the
open house to display holiday décor,
handcrafted items and jewelry. The shop
also offers spiritual books, religious
items and one-of-a-kind gifts.

“When you shop here, you pay once
and give twice,” said Benedictine
Sister Mary Luke Jones, administrator of
the retreat center. “Not only do you
purchase a gift, but all proceeds go
directly to support our ministry to
thousands of participants, visitors and
guests each year.” t

Submitted photo

Making applesauce

Providence Sister Lucy Lechner makes applesauce from apples grown on the fruit trees in the
orchards at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. The orchards are part of the Sisters of Providence environ-
mental ministry, the White Violet Center for Eco-Justice, where certified organic gardens produce
abundant yields for use in the congregation’s kitchens, for sale at a weekly farmer’s market and
Saturday morning farmer’s market in Terre Haute, and for donations to area food pantries.

Submitted photo

Shrine to the unborn

Father Scott Nobbe, left, associate pastor of St. Monica Parish in Indianapolis, and Father Robert
Mazzola, an auditor and assistant in the archdiocesan Metropolitan Tribunal, extend their hands in
prayer over a recently completed Shrine to the Unborn at St. Gabriel Parish in Connersville during
a Nov. 5 dedication of the shrine. Father Stanley Herber, pastor of St. Gabriel Parish, was the
primary celebrant at the outdoor dedication Mass. Members of a local Knights of Columbus

Council assisted in the dedication of the shrine.
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Vatican newspaper: Beatles’ music better than today’s pop songs

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—The Vatican
newspaper said the musical compositions
of the Beatles were far more creative than
the “standardized and stereotyped”
pop music of today.

The Beatles’ songs have demonstrated
“remarkable staying power, becoming a
source of inspiration
for more than
one generation of
pop musicians,” it said.

The newspaper,
L’Osservatore Romano,

“White Album” and the Beatles best
music in general was an inventiveness
that stands in stark contrast with popular
music today, the newspaper said.
“Record products today seem mostly
standardized and stereotyped, far from
the creativity of the Beatles,” it said. The
modern pop music
industry is too willing
to sacrifice originality
and fantasy in order to
satisfy the consumer
models it has adopted
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‘Remarkable staying
power, becoming a
source of inspiration

published a lengthy and
laudatory retrospective
on the Beatles on

Nov. 22 to mark the
40th anniversary of

the release of the
“White Album,” the
group’s groundbreaking

for more than

one generation of

pop musicians.’
—L’Osservatore Romano  compared to those used

and promoted, it said.
The newspaper also
recalled that the Beatles
were recording with
rudimentary tools

by the high-tech
recording industry

double-record set.

“Forty years later, this album remains
a type of magical musical anthology:
30 songs you can go through and listen to
at will, certain of finding some pearls that
even today remain unparalleled,” it said.

With rock songs like “Back in the
U.S.S.R.” and “Helter Skelter,” ballads
like “Julia” and “Blackbird,” and
dreamlike pieces like “Dear Prudence,”
the album represents the “creative
summit” of the Beatles’ career, it said.

What characterized the

Vatican calls
for greater
vigilance
over world’s
financial
operations

VATICAN CITY
(CNS)—The Vatican said
the current market crisis
calls for a new international
agreement to effectively
monitor global financial
operations and give poorer
countries a greater voice in
economic policies.

In particular, steps are
needed to curb the abuses of
offshore financial
institutions, which many see
as one of the causes of the
financial meltdown, said a
statement drafted by the
Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace.

The statement, reported
by Vatican Radio, came in
preparation for the
U.N.-sponsored Inter-
national Conference on
Financing for Develop-
ment, which was to take
place from Nov. 29 to
Dec. 2 in Doha, Qatar. The
conference, to be attended
by representatives of
developed and developing
countries, was expected to
propose steps to respond to
the current crisis.

The Vatican statement
said it was important that
solutions do not favor rich
countries at the continuing
expense of poorer countries.

“There is a need to avoid
triggering a chain of mutual
protectionism. Instead,
cooperation should be
strengthened regarding
transparency and vigilance
over the financial system,”
it said.

“It is important that the
political examination among
the richest nations, although
necessary, does not lead to
solutions based on exclusive
agreements,” it said. T

today. Even so, “a
listening experience like that offered by
the Beatles is truly rare,” it said.

As for John Lennon’s famous quip in
1966 that the Beatles were more famous
than Jesus Christ, the Vatican newspaper
dismissed it as youthful bragging.

“The phrase that provoked
profound indignation, especially in the

United States, after so many years sounds
merely like the boast of a working-class
English youth faced with unexpected
success,” it said. t

The Beatles are pictured in an undated photo released by Capitol Records. From left are

Paul McCartney, John Lennon, George Harrison and Ringo Starr. A Nov. 22 retrospective piece in the
Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, said the musical compositions of the Beatles were far more
creative than the “standardized and stereotyped” pop music of today.

“My heart surgery at St. Francis was
the difference between life and death.”

At 33 years old, Chris knew he would eventually need surgery to replace
a calcified heart valve. However, he had no idea how urgent it was until
his wife encouraged him to attend an Ask the Doc program and to have
a cardiac screening, sponsored by the St. Francis Heart Center. “Your
symptoms begin so gradually, you think what you are feeling is normal,”
he said. With only a small incision, Chris was able to make a quick
recovery. Thanks to the work of the heart team at St. Francis, Chris can
rest assured he will be there to watch his three small children grow up.
“I told them Daddy’s heart had a bad boom-boom before, and has a
good boom-boom now.”

St. Francis is the leader in total heart care for South Central Indiana with:
¢ Nationally renowned heart surgeons and cardiologists that treat
high-risk, complex cases
¢ The most advanced and innovative repair techniques that set new
standards for heart valve treatment
¢ The Midwest Heart Valve Center—the only dedicated heart valve
center in Indiana

Are you at risk? Get your FREE Healthy Heart Kit and find out.
Call 1-877-888-1777 or visit HeartAttackCare.net today.

Chris participated in the first-of-its-kind innovative research study,

which may allow more patients to avoid long-term use of blood thinners.

# ST FRANCIS HEART CENTER
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added before walking into the backyard to help the
young people in their cleanup effort.

“The Holy Spirit is the driving force. | just make the
phone calls [to get people involved],” explained Jessica
Richers, a junior at Indiana University and member of
St. Charles Borromeo, who spearheads the program.

On this chilly Saturday morning in November,
Richers and two other Indiana University students and
two students from Bloomington South High School—
all members of St. Charles Borromeo Parish—are more
than happy to share part of their weekend helping
others.

With gloves on their hands and caps on their heads—
and rakes at the ready—the group worked in tandem to
tackle the chore.

A Catholic concept

Richers said the St. Charles Borromeo outreach
plays off the Catholic Heart Workcamp concept, where
developing an attitude of faith and service among
youths is the main goal.

The Florida-based organization holds camps in cities
across the country each summer, drawing upon the gifts
of thousands of Catholic youths. Stressing spiritual
growth through a week of service, prayer, faith-sharing
and the sacraments, Catholic Heart Workcamp tries to
help youths live as disciples of Christ.

While the high school students at St. Charles
Borromeo Parish earn service hours for confirmation
through “Labor of Love,” they also realize that helping
others is what Christ calls them to do.

“I think it’s really good to help other people who
aren’t able to do what we can do,” said Marco Regoli, a
sophomore at Bloomington South High School and
member of St. Charles Borromeo Parish.

“God wants us to help other people, and doing
something like this shows me how much we can affect
the world around us,” he continued. “It helps me
appreciate everything our Church is.”

For Michaela Hull, a freshman at Bloomington South
and member of St. Charles Borromeo Parish, the
outreach effort leaves an impression, too.

“It’s the first time I’ve done this, and 1I’'m enjoying it
and getting something out of it,” she said.

“Just this one experience is helping me decide to
look into other volunteer areas.”

Responding to needs

While the high school students earn service hours in
preparation for confirmation, the college students who
take part in “Labor of Love” get a good workout—in
both a physical and spiritual sense.

Now You Can Hear

Catholic
Radio

Everywhere

In or around Indianapolis...

You can hear the station at 89.1 on your

FM radio. If you have difficulty receiving it in
this area, you can get a “SMALL MIRACLE”
radio for just $20 that will receive the station
even inside your home. Call 317-870-8400 for
details.

Anywhere in the Archdiocese...
You can hear the station on your computer.
www.CatholicRadiolndy.org

Mass Daily at 8am and noon
Rosary at 7:30am Daily
Catholic Answers Live 6-8pm
Great Catholic Programs 24 Hours a Day

Photos by Mike Krokos

Peter Heidenreich, a graduate student at Indiana University, left, and Michaela Hull, a freshman at Bloomington South High School, add to a pile
of leaves in Frank and Lucille Albert’s backyard in Bloomington on Nov. 8. Heidenreich and Hull are members of St. Charles Borromeo Parish.

“| attended the [parish] ministry fair and was
interested in doing something physical outside for
people,” said Peter Heidenreich, a graduate student at
Indiana University who is a member of St. Charles
Borromeo Parish. “This is something [that] | am
pleased to do.”

While she, too, enjoys the physical workout that
“Labor of Love” offers, Richers said the outreach
strikes a spiritual chord as well.

“It’s really inspiring for me to give people the
opportunity to bridge the gap between generations,” she
said. “It also stretches us and puts everything [our faith
teaches] into action.

“The biggest part is responding to the needs around
us.”

John Cecil, a junior majoring in business at
Indiana University, has been an active parishioner at
St. Charles Borromeo Parish since his freshman year.

While he enjoys tutoring students in the sixth-grade
through 12th grade at the parish school and also assists
at the monthly youth Mass, Cecil says helping the older
population brings him satisfaction, too.

And he noted that the feeling is mutual.

“The older generation has told me [that] it’s
inspiring for them to see the youth involved,” he said.
“It’s building up their faith, too.”

Father Stumpf noted that “Labor of Love” is
“a powerful witness” for the parish, but added that it
serves as a peer witness as well.

“It’s an extraordinary witness for the young people,
having the college kids involved with our youth,” he
said. “They are all really running this [program].”

More of a good thing
Though “Labor of Love” is a completely volunteer

k NOW¢
Do you know the approximately 40% of the food in a prebagged
charitable food pantry is wasted?

That's why the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has a Client Choice
Food Pantry where the needy shop the aisles with their own
grocery carts and choose the items they want.

Food Pantr

® 2,000 Families per week
® 13,000 Families per year
® 40,000 Persons per year
e Deliver to 200 shut-in’s every week

Help our 100% volunteer society feed
the poor of all faiths 52 weeks of the year

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
3001 E. 30™ Street
Indianapolis, IN 46218

Or donate online at
www.svdpindy.org

John Cecil, a junior at Indiana University, gathers more leaves in
Frank and Lucille Albert’s backyard. Frank Albert, shown in the
background, assists with the cleanup effort.

effort, Richers said most people still try to compensate
the young people.

“Whenever anyone calls ... a lot of people don’t
understand we’re doing this for free,” she said.

Though the young people take no money, what they
give to people in return is priceless.

Just ask Frank Albert.

“It does my heart good to see the kids do this, and to
be able to talk to them,” Albert said. “There ought to be
more of this type thing.” T

Thank your
parents by
caring for them
the way they

cared for you.

Call Cheryl Hendrixson (St Luke's parish)

877.672.8674 - agenavigation.com
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St. Thomas Aquinas Parish is part of Bread for the World video

By Mary Ann Wyand

Starving people in Zimbabwe are eating
insects to try to survive a famine in their
South African homeland that has
endangered more than 5.1 million people.

Babies, children and adults in remote,
mountainous regions of Haiti and in other
developing countries are dying from
malnutrition every day in the wake of
powerful storms or long droughts that
destroyed meager crops.

Heartbreaking photographs and news
stories with datelines around the world and
even throughout the United States capture
the shocking images of people of all ages
who go to sleep hungry every night.

Bread for the World, based in
Washington, D.C., mobilizes Catholics,
Protestants and people from other faith
traditions to help the poor by working to end
malnutrition and starvation with educational
programs and legislative lobbying efforts as
well as supporting the global hunger relief
projects of Catholic Relief Services and
other aid groups.

The Christian nonprofit organization’s
slogan is “Have faith. End hunger.”

St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners in
Indianapolis are among Hoosier Catholics
who participate in Bread for the World’s
annual Offering of Letters and other
advocacy campaigns to lobby legislators

Stamped letters addressed to Indiana

Sen. Evan Bayh request his support for
legislation to alleviate global hunger
following Bread for the World’s Offering of
Letters and prayer service on Oct. 26 at

St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Indianapolis.

on behalf of the hungry.

Because of their longtime commitment
to work to end hunger, St. Thomas
Aquinas parishioners will be featured in
Bread for the World’s 2009 educational
video, which will be distributed to
thousands of churches in the U.S., sent to
every member of Congress and posted on
the organization’s Web site.

A production crew from New Media
Mill of Washington, D.C., filmed
Father Steven Schwab, pastor, and parish-
ioners during Mass and an afternoon
prayer service on Oct. 26 for the Offering
of Letters with Protestants from area faith
communities who gathered at the Indian-
apolis North Deanery church.

Bread for the World’s Web site
explains that the Scriptures call Christians
to be advocates for “the least among us”
with more than 2,000 verses in the
New Testament alone that refer to hunger
and poverty.

In his reflection for the videotaped
prayer service, Father Schwab noted that,
“In the Scriptures, hunger is everyone’s
problem.”

Elected officials on the local, state and
federal levels listen to “the hopes and
demands of their constituents, especially
when those hopes and demands are
expressed in great numbers,” he said.

“... Working through and with our elected
representatives is central to living the
Gospel call to reduce and someday
eliminate hunger.”

That is the inspiration for Bread for the
World’s lobbying campaign, which asks
concerned people to send hand-written
letters to their U.S. senators and represen-
tatives to request support for legislation
that provides food for the poor.

Bread for the World advisory board
president Dave Miner, a member of
Fairview Presbyterian Church in Indian-
apolis, said the hunger relief organization
brings together 40 denominations and
60,000 members across the country to
help save the lives of starving people.

“When people see the need, they want
to respond to that need,” Miner said. “The
first thing that they think of is the logical
response to collect cans of food or write a
check, for example, to Catholic Relief
Services. Those are important direct
services, and so is changing government
policy [by lobbying for legislation that
better feeds the hungry].”

Miner said he believes that “God hears
the cries of the poor” and wants people to
hear their cries as well.

“We have the wonderful advantage of

living in a democracy
where we get to have
some influence over
what our legislators
do,” he said. “That’s a
gift. It’s important that
the needs of the
hungry be represented,
and that won’t happen
unless we speak up for
them.”

Hand-written letters
about world hunger are
powerful tools, Miner
said, that get the
attention of senators
and representatives to
remind them of the
voiceless people who
need help.

“Global
Development:
Charting a New
Course,” the organi-
zation’s 2009 report on
the state of world
hunger, points out that
“the world is facing a
hunger challenge
unlike anything it
has seen in the past
50 years.”

The annual report

Photos by Mary Ann Wyand

released on Nov. 24
calls for “elevating
global development
and poverty reduction
as specific goals of
U.S. foreign policy.”
Catholic Charities
USA and the
Catholic Health
Association are among
the report sponsors.
“Bread for the World is a collective,
Christian voice urging our nation’s
decision-makers to end hunger at home
and abroad,” explained Shawnda Hines,
media associate. “Bread for the World
members believe that by speaking out we
can make a difference for our neighbors,
whether they are in our backyard or
halfway across the world. By changing
policies, programs and conditions that
allow hunger and poverty to persist, we
provide help and opportunities far beyond
the communities in which we live.”
Hines said “the Bread for the World
network in Indianapolis and Indiana is
incredibly organized ... as Christians and
citizen advocates who are passionate
about ending hunger.”

St. Thomas Aquinas parishioner Katie Quigley of Indianapolis writes a
letter to Indiana Sen. Evan Bayh asking for his support of global
hunger relief legislation during Bread for the World’s Offering of
Letters on Oct. 26 at the Indianapolis North Deanery church.

St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners and members of several Protestant
Churches in Indianapolis will be featured in the organization’s

2009 educational video, which will be distributed to thousands of
churches in the U.S., sent to every member of Congress and posted
on Bread for the World’s